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THE PORT FOLIO, 


FOURTH SERIES, 

CONDUCTED BY OLIVER OU>SCHOOL, ESQ. 


Various; that the mind 
Of desultory man, studious of change, 

And pleased with novelty, may be indulged.— C oWpbr. 


Mouth lt Maoazikss have opened a way for every kind of inquiry and in- 
formation. The intelligence and discussion contained in them are very exten- 
sive and various; aod they have been the means of diffusing a general habit of 
reading through the nation, which, in a certain degree, has enlarged the public 
understanding. Hxrk too, are preserved a multitude of useful hints, observa- 
tions, and facts whioh, otherwise, might have never appeared.— Dn. Kuns, 

VOL. I JANUARY, 1816. " NO. 1. 

FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

NAVAL AND MILITARY CHRONICLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

MONUMENT, 

0OMMEMORATIVE OF THE ATTACK ON THE CITY OF BALTIMORE. 

For the following paper we are indebted to the attention of a 
friend in Baltimore, to whom we tender for his favour our sincere 
acknowledgments. We publish the article for sundry reasons: 
it is interesting in itself, it makes public an act of justice and 
honour to those who have fallen in defence of their country, and 
it sets forth an example that is altogether invaluable — an exam- 
ple* which, if followed, will soon wipe from the page of history 
one of the foulest charges against republics — that of ingratitude 
to their be6t benefactors. 

That people who can thus reward the merit of the deceased, 
will never suffer from a want of merit among the living: that people 
who can thus honour the fall and perpetuate the memory and achieve- 
ments of the valiant, will never want heroes to fight their battles. 
Let the inhabitants of other parts of the United States catch the fer- 
vent and well-directed zeal, and emulate the praiseworthy example 
of the citizens of Baltimore, and they may re9t assured that in limes 
of public danger they will receive their reward in a more inipene- 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE 


trable rampart formed around them by the breasts of the patriotic, 
the high-minded and the brave. For if any thing can add to the cou- 
rage of those who are already constitutionally enamoured of danger, 
it is a confidence that, should they fall, their deeds will be rewarded 
by acts of public justice, and that their memory will survive in the 
gratitude of their countiy. 

We avail ourselves of this opportunity to express our ad- 
miration of the talents and taste of Mr. Godefroy, the architect 
of the battle monument of Baltimore, in the various departments 
of art which he so ably cultivates. We dwell with great plea- 
sure on our recollection of one or two beautiful designs for a 
monument to the memory of Washington, and of an able repre- 
sentation of “ The Battle of Pultowa,*' with which that gentleman 
contributed to enrich the collection of the Pennsylvania Academy 
of Fine Arts, at one of their annual exhibitions. For so much 
genius exercised on objects which cannot foil to be precious t# 
Americans, we hope he will experience an ample reward in the 
patronage and regard of an enlightened public. 

We are promised, and hope shortly to receive from the pen 
of an able correspondent, an article descriptive of the military 
operations to which, under Providence, Baltimore owes her safety 
from the assault of an enemy, who had publicly and unblushingly 
avowed his intention of the most dishonourable, not to say the 
most brutal warfare. Ed. 

On the 12th day of September, 1815, the citizens of Balti- 
more assembled, and in grand procession, moved to Washing- 
ton Square, where with appropriate solemnity they laid the cor- 
ner-stone of a Monument, which they are erecting as a suitable 
tribute of respect to the memory of their brave fellow citizens, 
who fell on the 12th and 13th of September 1814, in defence of 
that city. Maximilian Godefroy , Esq. presented to the commit- 
tee of vigilance and safety, the classical and superb plan of the 
monument which they adopted, and are now building under his 
direction. That gentleman is an artist pre-eminent in taste, an 
architect of fine talents, and an engineer of high distinction. So 
rarely endowed by nature, and so richly accomplished in depart- 
ments of art that are both useful and ornamental, it is much to be 
regretted that he has not receivedi n public estimation, but more 
especially in public employ, the standing which he merits. 
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SUCCINCT DESCRIPTION OF THE MONUMENT. 

The lower part of this monument, the square base of which 
is to be sixteen feet on each front, presents somewhat of the figure 
of an Egyptian tomb, ornamented on each side with an antique 
door closed with a tablet of black marble. Above arises a circu- 
lar fascis symbolical of the union, on the fillets of which are in- 
scribed the names of those to whose memory the monument is 
consecrated. 

Above tne cornice and at the four angles ^of the aocle of the 
fascis are four marble griffins; the base of the fascis is to be or- 
namented with two basso-relievos , representing the battle of North 
Point, and the bombardment of fort M‘ Henry. Two lacrymal 
urns are to be placed in the intervals. The top of the fascis is to 
be bound with two qrovms in demi-relief one of cypress, the other 
of laurel. 

The fascis is to be surmounted with a socle bearing a statue 
of Baltimore, (formed from the representations of Juno and Cy- 
bele) holding a crown in one hand, and an antique helm in the 
other, with the United States’ eagle and a bomb along side of her. 

The entire elevation of the monument from the pavement to 
the socle of the statue, is to be forty-seven feet, not including the 
statue, which is to be seven feet and a half — the whole to be exe- 
cuted in white marble. 

The procession and the ceremonies of laying the corner-stone 
of this monument were conducted with the most impressive so- 
lemnity. A detachment of horse preceded the mayor of the 
city and Mr. Godefroy the architect. They were followed by 
generals Smith and Strieker, and colonel Armistead, the brave 
commander ot fort M‘Henry during the bombardment, the com- 
mittee of vigilance, and a number of general officers. 

The clergy of the city preceded an antique car drawn by six 
white horses, handsomely caparisoned and led by soldiers. Up- 
on the car was borne a model of the projected monument, at the 
foot of which were placed bullets, military standards, drums, and 
other trophies of war. The car was in the centre of a battalion 
which moved in the form of a hollow square, to solemn music. 
The relatives of the citizens to whose memory the monument is 
to be erected, and those who were wounded in the battle, follow- 
ed the car. After them, appeared the governor of the state of 
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Maryland, and the members of the legislature, followed by the ju- 
diciary and other civil officers; and the procession closed with the 
military corps of the city and neighbourhood, under the command 
of major-general Harper. On arriving at the site of the monu- 
ment, the right Ret. Bishop Kemp made a peculiarly excellent 
and appropriate prayer, after which the Rev. Dr. Inglis delivered 
an eloquent and affecting address. The corner-stone was then laid* 

The corner-stone was laid by the architect, under the direc- 
tion of major-general Smith, the commanding general at Balti- 
more, brigadier-general Strieker, commander at the battle of 
North Point, lieutenant-colonel Armistead, commander at fort 
M 4 Henry, and the mayor of the city of Baltimore. 

The prayer and address are so much distinguished by the 
value of their matter and the force of their style, and by the strain 
of piety which they so eloquently pour forth, that they cannot be 
unacceptable to the readers of The Port Folio. 

PRATER BY BISHOP KEMP. 

O God! the creator and governor of the world, in whose 
hands arc the lives of men and the fate of nations, we approach 
thy throne with veneration and awe. We acknowledge our nu- 
merous offences and errors — we have sinned — we have done wick- 
edly — wc have rebelled against thee our God; while thy bounties 
have been bestowed upon us with a liberal hand, we hare forgot- 
ten our kind benefactor! 

We adore thee, O merciful Father, that our chastisements 
have not been measured by our offences, but that in the midst of 
wrath thou hast remembered mercy. On this occasion we pre- 
sent ourselves before thee with the mingled emotions of grief and 
of gratitude — of grief for the loss of our beloved citizens— -and of 
gratitude, for the great deliverance, which the bravery of our 
troops and the merciful goodness of our God effected for us on 
this memorable day. And while we erect this monument to per- 
petuate their patriotic and intrepid deeds; we also offer it, as a 
testimony of thankfulness to that Being, who did not forsake our 
city in the day of danger— who inspired the hearts of our men 
with courage in so tremendous a conflict, who supported them in 
the face of an enemy, who had won many a severe fought field in 
European wars.— O God! on our gallant and beloved defenders 
pour down the best of heaven’s blessings! 
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While this day reminds us, in the most forcible terms, * that 
man who is bom of a woman, hath but a short time to live, and is 
full of misery— that he cometh up and is cut down like a flower— 
that in the midst of life we are in death;” let it also teach us that 
of none can we successfully seek for succour but of thee O Lord! 
—Thou canst frustrate all the plans of men— thou canst defeat the 
most extensive warlike preparation*— and devest the most terrific 
hostile engines of any effect but empty sound! « O Lord our Pro* 
tec tor, how excellent is thy name in all the world!” 

When our minds run back to the scenes which we erect this 
monument to commemorate— when we think of the heart-rending 
grief, and the dreadful anticipations, with which we viewed our 
troops marching out to face the foe— when we behold the sky 
filled with flashes of fire, which appear still bright in our view— 
when we listen tp the tremendous roar of cannon which seems 
still to vibrate on our ears— when we think of the grief of the 
mothers, wives, and children of those who stood exposed in this 
awful day — how shall we sufficiently magnify the goodness of our 
heavenly Father, when we find ourselves, at this time, in possession 
of liberty, prosperity, and peace. Let our souls and all that is 
within us praise the Lord! 

When we look upon this monument may our hearts, O God, 
be enlarged with sentiments of benevolence towards the widows 
and orphans of those whose names are inscribed upon it; and may 
another monument of affection and charity towards these interest- 
ing sufferers be soon erected, which the influence of the elements 
shall not deface nor the hand of time destroy. May a perennial 
stream of charity issue from it like water out of the rock of Ho- 
reb, to maintain the mothers, the widows, and the orphans of those 
who fell in defence of our city. 

O God, continue thy protection to us! and guard us against 
the attacks of impiety and vice, foes that neither the bravery of 
our citizens nor the strength of our ramparts can possibly ward 
off— foes that would soon weaken all the energies ef our country, 
and prostrate our fair fabric of liberty in ruins. In the day of 
prosperity, may we never forget our God, nor suffer the insidious 
and enervating influence of luxury to paralize our free and wise 
institutions, and render us an effeminate and weak people. But 
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give us grace, so to maintain thy holy religion, that by its divine 
means and its sacred ordinances, we may be preserved a pious, a 
virtuous, and a happy people. Inspire our rulers with the fear of 
God, which is the foundation of all true wisdom, and the shield of 
every free government. Let the holy maxims of Christianity be 
regarded as the ground of our policy and they will prove the ark 
of our safety — “ that righteousness exalteth a nation, but that sin 
is a reproach to any people”— that w when the righteous are in 
authority, the people rejoice, but when the wicked beareth rule 
the people mourn”— that government is the institution of God for 
the punishment of evil doers, but for the praise of them that do 
well — and that to respect the authority of government and obey 
its laws and injunctions, are duties which we owe to God. 

Fill our hearts, O heavenly Father, with the love of thee, and 
of our fellow creatures; and may a spirit of mildness, moderation 
and Christian charity pervade every description of citizens! Then 
will this monument continue not only as a testimony of our respect 
for the memory of our departed citizens, but as a proof, that while 
we maintain the principles of Christianity and cherish its noble 
virtues, our happiness and freedom will remain a monument more 
durable than marble: upon which both internal and external ene- 
mies will waste their force in vain, and exhaust their efforts in 
empty sound. 

Continue to us, O bountiful God, the blessings of peace, and 
give us grace to apply these blessings in such a manner as to ex- 
tend the influence of thy holy religion — to enlarge the boundaries 
of human happiness — to spread the knowledge and the practice of 
religion from the rivers to the ends of the earth — so that the hap- 
py time may soon come, when wars shall cease — when man shall 
no more prey upon man — when all unruly passions and bad dispo- 
sitions shall yield to the amiable virtues and unoffending disposi- 
tions of true Christians — when w the wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf* 
and the young lion and the Catling together, and a little child 
shall lead them. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea.” 

Hear these our prayers, O merciful God: through the merits 
of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
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ADDRESS BT DR. INGLIS. 

Men, Brethren , and Fellow Citizens , 

This day is consecrated to no common duties. Shall we joy* 
or shall we grieve? Shall we lament, or shall we give thanks? 

Twelve months are just completing their revolution, since 
this fur city, and a large extent of our country, whose safety was 
not incorrectly adjudged to be embraced by hers, were exposed to 
the formidable assaults of a British fleet and army. Every shell 
from the bombarding squadron, seemed to the ear of the timid and 
the wavering, and I thank God there were not many such, a mu 
nute-gun that told of the funeral of enterfirising and devoted Bal- 
timore . Concern sat upon every countenance Cowardice was 
not; or, if existing, was ashamed to let itself be seen. The foe 
was disedmiitted, and retreated from the conflict: a haughty foe: 
a foe, who had not scrupled to announce intentions not more de- 
structive to us than disreputable to himself: a foe who arrogantly 
contemning our resources, forgot alike, that an Almighty Being 
rules the destinies of embattled nations, and that freemen, fighting 
for their families and their homes, strike with an arm of sacred 
confidence, which no boastings of the invader shall wither. 

The joy of deliverance, however, is bitterly mingled with 
the tinctures of grief. Could I be so base as to lose the remem- 
brance of the blood by which my safety was so dearly purchased, 
this monumental spot, those sorrowing relatives, and all these in- 
teresting memorials of public sympathy and respect by which I 
am surrounded, would instantly rebuke the treason. But grati- 
tude to God must take precedence of the tenderest tributes of so- 
cial affection. Charge me not, then, with offering an unseasona- 
ble request when I ask you to temper the melancholy offices of this 
day with the expression of your gratiude to God for the Salva- 
tion which he has been mercifully pleased, through the instrumen- 
tality of our brave fellow citizens, to effect in the midst of us. It 
is what the shades of those who have left you, if permitted to 
take part in aught that passes beneath the sun, would, 1 persuade 
myself, require at your hand: for there is scarce a social or rela- 
tive virtue, be it generosity, or modesty, or piety, which does not 
hold a close alliance with true valour. “ Not unto us;” I seem 
to myself to hear the heroes exclaiming; “ Not unto us, O Lord;” 
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and not even to the intrepid ranks in which we fought and bled 
and fell; “ but unto thy* name be the praise.” 

Men, brethren, and fellow citizens; come with me to their 
graves; and there, let me speak with you. 

Tell to the world that the Lord hath kept the city, and that 
therefore your defenders were not vigilant in vain. Tell to the 
world that your dwellings are your own: that your persons are 
free: that independence still hallows the soil on which you tread* 
the blood-bought heritage of your fathers: and that Almighty 
Providence, by your deceased heroes and their survivors in arms, 
hath done this thing. Almighty Providence frowned defeat and 
mortification on the self-confident invader, who, flushed with a long 
aeries of victories in the fields of European discipline, dreamed 
that an easy prey laid before him. By a divine blessing on the 
general industry, seal, and patriotism, our citizens, whose habits 
and occupations had hitherto for a long train of years, been such 
exclusively as are incident to a state of peace, were rapidly con- 
verted into efficient warriors; and the city which had been destined 
to a sit as a widow,” soon found herself enabled to sing, « Bles- 
sed be the Lord, my strength, who teacheth my bands to war, and 
my fingers to fight! my goodness, and my fortress; my high tow- 
er, and my deliverer; my shield, and lie in whom I trust; who 
subdueth the people under me!” 

Figure to yourselves your temples and your dwellings on 
ire: your once busy and pleasant walks, an extended battle ground: 
your women and children wandering in exile, they know not whi- 
ther, and scarcely caring how, pursued by the clangor of arms 
and the shout of licentious victory. But I forbear*— I cannot speak 
what I feel. It is not for me to paint the horrors of a populous 
town taken by assault. Sad imagination may supply my deficien- 
cy* But gracious God, is it from this fate we have been rescued? 
Oh, blessings on the memory of the fallen! Honour to the scars 
of the living! Thanks to the swords of the chief and the soldier, 
the veteran and the young volunteer! Praise to the patriotism of 
all! and with especial fervor, be everlasting glory paid to God our 
Saviour— Most Higb — Most Mighty — and Most Merciful! 

For, mark the reverse. The hostile step pollutes not now 
those hills and those vallies which were moistened by the blood of 
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mir brave militia, and by the tears of their widows and their fa- 
therless children. Not a plume drops from the eagle’s wing: not 
an arrow from the gripe of his talons. The battlements are safe. 
The banner floats proudly in the welcoming air. The stars are 
sovereign. The altars secured from military violence and pollu- 
tion, have been loaded with the oblations of adoring thousands. 
The people have offered their thanksgiving unto a delivering God , 
and paid their vows unto the Most High . They would now do an 
act of justice to the brave . They now honour their noble-minded 
defenders . 

Rich shall be the reward of those who combatted, and have 
survived; for they have successfully acquitted themselves of one 
of the loftiest of social duties. Their country declares herself 
satisfied with their filial and prompt obedience. Conscience, with 
a glow of honest transport, looks back to well-sustained trials, to 
well-fought fields and well-earned reputation. God from on high, 
has blessed them in their deeds of glory. 

They heard the drum beat to arms, and the trumpet sound to 
battle. They were told that blood must flow: They stopped not 
to take counsel from the unmanly idolatry of animal existence. 
They counted not their lives dear to them. They gazed on the 
star-spangled banner, the lovely pledge of success that kissed the 
inspiriting breezes of Heaven. They vowed that that banner 
should not cease to wave. And, hear it, beloved countrymen, they 
kept their vow^—God being their Helper , they faithfully kept 
their vow . 

That banner still waves in undiminished splendour. It spar- 
kles in beauty on the bosom of the Mediterranean. In terror it 
has gleamed on the towers of Algiers. 

It is the pride of our eyes; and may it wave forever! 

Brave citizens! the unwithering wreaths with which glory 
has crowned you, will not suffer us to forget those whose exam- 
ple has taught us how to endure— how to fight — how to conquer 
— and alas! how to die. 

Yes, ray countrymen, how to die. For after all, the felicity 
of this day is deeply tinged by the colours of death. The light 
that shines upon the field of glory is darkened by sepulchral 
gloom. From surviving patriots and soldiers resident in our com- 
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niunlty; and from those gallant men, inhabiting more distant parts* 
both in command and in the ranks, whose presence graces our so- 
lemnities, or the fame of whose services fastens our gratitude up- 
on them; I must transfer your regards to our fallen heroes. When 
1 turn my eyes to the distinguished officers on my right who con- 
ducted the defence of Baltimore, and to whose cool intrepidity and 
sound discretion, its inhabitants are under a lasting debt of gratis 
tude, I am reminded that they have appeared, before you on this 
occasion to deposit the foundation stone of a monument sacred tw 
the memory of their brethren slain in battle. This deed of deep 
interest and solemnity has been done, preceded by the rites of our 
My religion. And I hazard nothing in affirming that all who are 
concerned in the performance, derive from it a generous and me- 
lancholy pleasure. To high-minded men nothing can be more 
gratifying than language or actions expressive of the admiration 
due to virtue and to valour: Nothing to the Christian man more 
sweet than the giving of honour where honour is due. Spirits of 
the warlike dead! whom living, we loved; and whom, departed, 
we bless! who would not cull the fairest and the sweetest flowrets 
nurtured in the kindly lap of earth, and strew them on your glo- 
rious graves? Who would not catch the last rays of the western 
sun, as he sinks behind the mountain top, after a day of powerful 
refulgence, and say, ’tis thus the patriot &ll»-^*tis thus the hero 
dies? 

In the division orders which regulate the movement of the 
troops this day, the general has been pleased to exhibit so just and 
animated a view of the utility of monumental structures oq occa- 
sions like the present, that any additional observations on the in- 
teresting subject are rendered superfluous. It may not be thought 
irrelevant, however, simply to remark, that these memorials of a 
people’s, grateful affection for men who have honourably fallen in 
their defence, have in them not more of justice to the meritorious 
dead, than of excitement and stimulus to the living. Wiping 
away the stain of ingratitude from the republican character, a cha- 
racter too often inconsiderately reproached by those who should 
more righteously and candidly estimate human nature, they prove 
to the youthful citiaen that the hour, though it may linger , is sure 
to come at lengthy ••which consecrates the tomb of patriotism, and 
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Afft/l* to benediction* on the name the dying hero. Well* there* 
fore, have the fathers of our city terminated their honourable ca- 
reer of official labour and vigilance, by an act so worthy of the 
guardians of public freedom and public virtue; an act* 1 had al- 
most said* which renders the citizen who first suggested it* and I 
am ignorant Who he is* deserving him*e{f of a monument. In 
thanks to this paternal body* my countrymen, for this moat cam* 
mendable act of theirs* give it a due weight in the direction of 
your principles and conduct. Come to this hallowed spot, and as 
citizens and soldiers* suffer yourselves to be informed at once of 
virtue and its praise-— of duty, and its proud reward. Remem* 
ber what has been done* and what has been endured by the men 
whose deathless names this monument records; and go* and en- 
dure* and do likewise. Their country has not forgotten them. 
Tour country will never forget you. 

No distinction? of party separated these gallant souls in the 
loveliness of the patriot's expiring moment. No factious temper 
averted one gentle bosom from the steel that struck at the vitals 
of a common country, or one manly front from the bullet’s swift- 
winged death. Let no recrimination of this accursed sort freeze 
any heart against the claims of freedom* the laws, and the public 
safety. Let the only strife among us in such tinges of national 
trial* be who shall teach the enemy the sfteediest and the sorest lesson * 

There is other instruction from this monument; instruction 
which l may not omit. My character as a minister of religion 
forbids me to omit it. God is holy. God is just. God is the 
avenger of guilt. Impenitency finds no favour before him. Do 
I mean to cast reproach upon the heroes whom I have praised? 
Tour candour will acquit me of this injustice. I mean simply 
that the perplexities, the horrors, and the desolations of war are 
among those rebukes with which heaven chastises men and na- 
tions for their crimes. And in these mysterious chastisements it 
often happens that the least guilty foil martyrs to the greater guilt 
of the community at large. Public repentance, therefore* must 
be pressed from that very theatre where public suffering and pub- 
lic gratitude mingle in the same scene. Diminish, then* the sum 
•f the general guilt in the diminution of your own. Return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon you; and to our God, for 
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he will abundantly pardon. Out of the depths cry unto him, and 
he will listen graciously unto your prayer. Those who humble 
themselves before him he will exalt; for sweet to him and ac- 
ceptable are the orisons of a people’s humility. Be not afraid 
of evil tidings, but be prepared for them. Let your hearts be 
fixed, trusting in the Lord, and doing good. Thus praying, and 
thus acting; thus believing, and thus combatting; let no muster- 
ing thunders of alarm betray you into despair of the republic 
The sacred and majestic columns of fiiety and of fiatriotism shall 
steadfastly sufifiort it; and Liberty shall never find her grave in 
your intrenchments . 

I add but a word. Ye widowed and childless hearts, bleed- 
ing with fresh sorrows: ye agonized bosoms, which throb at 
the remembrance of joys fled never to return; of affections never 
again to meet their objects beneath the skies: look at these 
badges of general grief: see this monumental offering of a saved 
people to the beloved memory of the virtuous and the brave: 
and believe that your country mourns with you. Yes, the com- 
monwealth mixes her tears and her warm blood with yours over 
the sacred ashes of the dead! Fathers and mothers — she thanks 
you by me for the precious gifts which you have bestowed upon 
her. Sisters, wives, brothers, friends — she makes your sorrows 
her own. Accept her sympathy. Accept her holy enthusiasm 
of feeling. Accept the protection of that freedom and those laws 
which the integrity and valour of her departed heroes-— your 
husbands — your fathers — your sons — your brothers — were instru- 
mental in preserving to her in that moment when Honour sat 
weeping over their wounds, and gazed on them beautiful in death. 
Be comforted. There is a rest where mourners weep no more. 
The All-merciful invites you to that rest I have done. — Now 
then my country, 

Now “ thy tones triumphant pour, 

“ Let them pierce the hero’s grave; 

“ Life’s tumultuous battle o’er, 

“ O, how sweetly sleep the brave! 

“ From the dust their laurels bloom, 

“ High they shoot, and flourish free; 

'* Glory’s temple is the tomb! 

“ Death is immortality!” — Montgomery. 
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THOUGHTS OF A HERMIT, NO XII. — FOR THE PORT FOUO. 

THE CURIOUS BRANCHES OF KNOWLEDGE VINDICATED. 

The course of intellectual pursuits has of late years under- 
*gone a great change. Now we seem to estimate every branch 
of science and letters according to its connexion with the general 
utility; but formerly controversial metaphysics and divinity, phi- 
lology, criticism, and antiquities chiefly occupied the hours of li- 
terary leisure. By means of this change not only have many stu- 
dies been brought into more general cultivation, as chemistry, mi- 
neralogy, and both branches of ethics; but others have been in fact 
created, as theories of medicine, of agriculture, and of political 
economy, some of whose important branches form separate sci- 
ences of themselves. 

There is no country in which this altered taste in studies so 
predominates as in the United States. Nor ought this to be a 
matter of wonder. Possessing a country for which nature has 
done every thing, and man as yet but little, we are constantly in- 
vited by the opportunity and stimulated by our wants, to aim at 
improvement. Every man, whether his object be fortune or fame, 
is most likely to attain it by turning his attention to what may be 
useful. Plans of saving labour, of improving manufactures and 
agriculture, theories of curing diseases, and above all, specula- 
tions on laws, constitutions, and the regulation of states, are what 
the country most needs, and therefore what it most encourages. 
He who can advance any thing on these subjects at once valuable 
and new is amply rewarded, so far as he can find remuneration in 
the public favour. But for those studies which are merely cu- 
rious, so much are we engrossed by those which are useful, there 
is none left to regard them: and the study of philology, of meta- 
physics, and the higher branches of mathematics are almost uni- 
versally neglected. 

While the philanthropist may hail the change as favourable 
to the happiness of man, and more worthy of his dignity, the cau- 
tious inquirer may doubt whether in avoiding one erroneous ex- 
treme we may not have run into its opposite. 

There is such a kindred connexion among the different sub- 
jects of human speculation, and their several ramifications are so 
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interwoven with one another, that we cannot successfully cultivate 
any one without somewhat improving those that are contiguous. 
If, therefore, utility alone be the test by which we are to estimate 
the merit of the different sciences, they all have strong, though 
unequal, claims to our favour. 

To enumerate all the various links by which each science has 
affinity with others, would be as difficult as it is unnecessary. It 
will be sufficient for the present purpose, to select by way of 
illustration, some of those branches of knowledge, which having a 
less evident bearing on our welfare, are least cultivated among us. 

Botany . — This study has indeed been cultivated with an ar- 
dor in Europe, since the days of Linnaeus, perhaps beyond its in- 
trinsic merit; but it here is very little regarded. If a little reflec- 
tion however, will teach us that an intimate knowledge of plants 
may advance the science of medicine, by discovering to us their 
healing and stimulating properties: may give aid to the mechani- 
cal arts, by furnishing materials for dyeing, tanning, weaving, and 
building: may assist agriculture by teaching the better manage- 
ment of crops, and by the introduction of new grasses, and new 
species or varieties of plants already known: and may thus aid 
the statesman in providing food and clothing for man — If it be 
objected that the science is at present nothing more than a cata- 
logue of names, and that it gives neither exercise nor instruction 
to any other faculties than those of vision and memory; it may be 
answered that this is the fault of its votaries and not of the science 
itself. That it has not advanced from a study of words to things, 
may be partly owing to its being neglected by those who are ca- 
pable of improving it. What was done by Linnaeus was a useful 
preliminary step, and a vast achievement of human industry: but 
when the whole vegetable world was arranged under the classea 
which nature herself had instituted, and every different kind had 
its name and description, future botanists might have explored 
and imparted to mankind, their best mode of culture and improve- 
ment— their mutations— their medicinal qualities— their utility in 
the arts, whether in furnishing provisions, conveniences, or orna- 
ments to man. How many plants now bloom and perish on our 
mountains and in our forests which might mitigate the bitterest 
pangs of disease, and sometimes avert the arrow of death itself 
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How many indeed may even be found about our dunghills, and 
among the most unwelcome intruders into our gardens! That 
there are among our indigenous plants certain and immediate 
remedies to the most active poisons, and brilliant and unfading 
dyes which are as yet unknown to European art, those who have 
been conversant with the Indians of this continent can readily tes- 
tify. As these may have been discovered by accident, many 
others may exist which have escaped their notice. This field of 
inquiry indeed is so vast and so fruitful, that almost every day 
chance brings to light something useful, while science discovers 
nothing, because her eyes are turned another way. 

Natural History . — All that has been urged in favour of botany, 
applies to the study of animated nature. We are indebted to 
animals for a large proportion of our food, and for our warmest 
and most beautiful clothing; for their assistance in our most la- 
borious operations; and for furnishing us with an easy and rapid 
mode of conveyance. No one can doubt that the art of managing 
them and of improving their breeds cannot but be advanced by 
an accurate knowledge of their history, qualities, and manners. 
And that inquiries cannot be safely trusted merely to that class of 
men which has an interest in making them, is evident from the im- 
provement which the treatment of the horse has experienced, since 
the institution of the V eterinary Societies in Europe; though this 
animal, above all others, had previously been the object of ordinary 
care and attention. 

But although it may not be unworthy of men of genius and 
science to acquire an accurate knowledge of the horse, the dog, 
the cow, the sheep, the hog, and in short of all other animals 
which may be subservient to the purposes of man, what benefit, it 
may be asked, can be derived from enumerating the different 
species of spiders or bugs, or exploring the manners of snails? 
To this objection it may be answered that the laws of animal life 
form a subject so copious and so elusive of our grasp, by means 
of the senses, and are withal so important to be known, that we 
should avail ourselves of every possible source of information. 
In this point of view no part of the works of nature deserve to be 
disdained. Besides finding in all of them, from the highest to the 
lowest, much to be admired, we often unexpectedly light upon 
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instructive analogies. It is by the congregation of remote and 
insulated facts that we are led to the discovery of general laws. 
The functions of nature, one would think, cannot but be better un- 
derstood by a near and a comprehensive view of her operations, 
than by one that is partial or superficial: and in the course of our 
researches, even into the minutest of her creatures, we are often 
rewarded by some discovery which may contribute to our com- 
fort or enjoyment. The most beautiful of dyes is furnished by 
an insect. Peculiar acids have been extracted from others’ 
When we owe so much to the bee, the silkworm, the Spanish 
fly, and some others, who can say that there may not be many 
valuable properties among the innumerable tribes of insects, 
which industry, assisted by genius, may in time discover? If, more- 
over, an intimate knowledge of their history and economy should 
render no other benefit, it may serve to prevent their mischief — 
often very extensive, and beyond our present means of avoiding. 
It might be very practicable for us, were we better instructed in 
their history, to counteract the ravages of the borer in the West 
Indies, of the Hessian fly and the weevil in the United States, 
by which the revenue of whole countries is so greatly diminished; 
to say nothing of the various insects which annoy our cattle, 
horses, and even our own species. Thus, a thorough knowledge 
of every part of animated nature is important with regard to com- 
parative anatomy and physiology; to manufactures; and to private 
and public economy. 

Mineralogy . — An accurate acquaintance with the various 
mineral substances, whether metals, earths, acids, or salts, cannot 
but multiply and improve the riches we draw from the bowels of 
the earth. There is perhaps not a species of soil or stone upon 
this globe, or within it, that may not be made subservient to the 
oomfort of man, in providing him either habitations, utensils, tools 
ornaments, fuel, or medicine. And though much has been done 
by scientific inquiry, how much more is there yet to do! The 
mineral wealth of this vast continent still remains almost unex- 
plored. Nor has science any where as yet ascertained upon what 
principles the fruitfulness of soil depends. We should surely be 
more likely to learn the means of increasing and preserving the 
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pabulum of plants, if our experimental fanners were more of 
botanists, chemists, and mineralogists. 

Mathematics .— The sciences of measurement and calcula- 
tion are so auxiliary to every profession and occupation in life, 
that their elements compose a part of every system of instruction, 
however circumscribed. But the more abstruse branches of ge- 
ometry and algebra are also not without their use. By the aid of 
astronomy and arithmetic we are able to traverse with safety 
and certainty those wide and trackless oceans which cover four- 
fifths of the globe. Thus the intercourse among nations is fa- 
cilitated, and the discoveries which necessity or chance have 
. brought to light in one country are communicated to another; 
their mutual wants are relieved; and a salutary stimulus is given 
to exertion by means of a gainful commerce. While astronomy 
has, by its assistance to navigation, done so much for trade, manu- 
factures, and the diffusion of knowledge, it has in turn been in- 
debted to the mechanical arts for the perfection of the telescope, 
the quadrant and its other various instruments. It has also aided 
us in a more accurate knowledge of the relative position of the 
different parts of the habitable globe. But for our astronomical 
observations of Jupiter’s satellites, the longitude of most places, 
would even at the present day, be a matter of uncertainty. By 
the assistance of logarithms and fluxions, calculations otherwise 
the most operose or impracticable, are made easy and certain; and 
by the aid of these not only do geometry and algebra lend their 
aid to their sister sciences, but the labours of even the financier 
and political economist are abridged and facilitated. Indeed if we 
consider the assistance which the mathematical sciences have 
given to navigation, we must admit that there is no branch of hu- 
man knowledge which they have not directly or indirectly bene- 
fited. 

. Foreign languages. —The defence of the study of the classics 
will hereafter be the subject of a separate consideration. It may 
however be here briefly observed that the acquisition of the dead 
languages may serve to sharpen a boy’s faculties when he is not 
able to learn any thing else, and therefore may be considered as 
subsidiary to the acquisition of every other species of knowledge. 

VOL. i. c 
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This study has, moreover, a direct tendency to improve us in 
writing and speaking our own language, both by the excellent 
examples of composition which they afTord; by the exercise they 
give us in making translations; and by teaching us the etymolo- 
gy of particular words, and the principles of language in general 
—an improvement of incalculable benefit, whether we consider it 
as affording a direct pleasure to ourselves as facilitating the com- 
munication of knowledge to others. It is by a study of word*, 
and of things through word*, that our orators, and fine writers 
both of poetry and prose, are principally formed. And it is by the 
arts of style and method that these can combine delight with in- 
struction, lectorum delectando fiacitcrquc tnonendo , and thus do so 
much to impart and diffuse to the many what has been discover- 
ed by th efew. 

Antiquities, — As a branch of history, this study is entitled to 
encouragement and respect. The situation and conduct of na- 
tions, at different times, though often alike, has never been the 
same: and whatever may help us to remove* the rubbish which 

ha# heaped upon past occurrences, is valuable by giving us 
a new chapter in the history of man. Thus the exploring of 
monumental inscriptions, buildings, fortifications, medals and coins, 
are all useful in this respect; and often enable us the better to 
understand the laws, arts, and manners of those who flourished 
on the theatre of the world centuries ago. Accurate information 
of every thing appertaining to the ancient nations of Greece; to 
the Romans; and the Carthaginians, especially the latter, if it 
could be obtained by modem industry, would be of inestimable 
value to us in the administration of our republic, by teaching us 
what it would be safe to imitate, and what it would be prudent to 
avoid* 

These remarks upon the utility of some particular branches 
of learning and science which many among us affect to underrate, 
might be extended to an indefinite length. They are however suffi- 
cient to show us that we ought not hastily to impute insignificance 
to any subject of diligent and ardent speculation. The fact is 
that the same close affinity which the ancients supposed to exist 
among the muses may be extended to the whole ^circle of arts 
and sciences, and every benefit rendered to any one member has 
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a tendency to advance the interest of the whole family. Let us 
consider, for example, the mechanical application of steam, from 
the first hint of the marquis of Worcester, in his century of inven- 
tions, through all its gradual improvements, to those floating bat- 
teries which .the genius of the late Mr. Fulton has contrived for 
the defence of our maritime cities, or to the steam-boats which 
now ply on the river Mississippi. We here find that the dis- 
covery of a simple fact in pneumatics has given rise to improve- 
ments in mechanics, in the military art, and in navigation, and to 
commercial and political consequences that are important, be- 
yond all calculation. 

Independent of the general utility which every branch of sci- 
ence may possess, by its natural affinity and probable benefit to the 
rest, they are all individually useful by the exercise they afford to 
the intellects of those who pursue them. The mental discipline is 
nearly the same in every subject which may be denominated scien- 
tific. They all accustom the mind to comparing and discriminating 
—to generalization— and abstraction. They teach it to perceive 
analogies, and to invent illustrations. At one time to resolve 
what is compound into its constituent elements, and at another, 
to deduce remote and complex truths from simple and undenia- 
ble principles— above all, they form habits of patient and dihgent 
inquiry, of method and arrangement. Though different sciences 
furnish different materials, the intellectual instruments and ope- 
rations arc, with little variation, the same. 

But admitting that any particular study was not attended 
with the advantages of public utility or individual improvement, 
and its sole direct benefit consisted in the pleasure it imparted to 
its votaries, it certainly is no small praise that by furnishing a 
harmless and interesting employment, it would cheer the dreary 
hour of sickness and solitude; it would afford a security against 
the seductions of vice and the temptations to crime; and wotold 
enable unhappy mortals to elude those vain hopes of the future 
and bitter regrets of the past, and the thousand black chagrins 
which idleness never fails to engender to beset the path of even 
the most virtuous in their journey through life. In this point of 
view the study of entomology, or conchology, or ichthyology, af- 
ford as venial an occupation as hunting, or fishing, or any other 
unprofitable pursuit. 
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It is readily admitted that all human studies are not equally 
deserving of the encouragement they receive, and that some of 
them are carried far beyond the limits which a regard to public 
or private utility would prescribe. If we would graduate them 
according to their intrinsic importance, certainly we should place 
those highest which most concern the happiness of man; and of 
these, we would give precedence to that branch which appertains 
to communities rather than to individuals. “ The proper study 
of mankind, is man.” According to this standard ethics, includ- 
ing politics, jurisprudence, and moral philosophy, would occupy 
the first place. Physics, including agriculture, chemistry, and 
natural history the next: and the mathematical sciences the last. 
But though not all equal in dignity, they are all entitled to respect, 
and are all indispensable to civilized man. 

Nor will it be denied that much of the time and talents which 
have been devoted to some less important branch of science 
might have been advantageously transferred to others of more 
dignity and value. He who, like Leuwenhoek, has had the pa- 
tience to count the eggs in the roe of a herring, might have pass- 
ed his time, at least as agreeably, in acquiring more useful infor- 
mation. But every human pursuit is susceptible of abuse, and 
man ever has been prone to extremes. It must also be recol- 
lected that by giving an undivided attention to a single subject, 
more extensive and accurate knowledge will be obtained concern- 
ing it; and though the individual inquirer may be a loser, the 
world is likely to be a gainer by this minute subdivision of the 
field of inquiry; since the result of a year’s labour may often be 
imparted in a single hour. 

It may perhaps be objected that, as life does not allow us 
leisure to cultivate every branch of learning, and to acquire every 
species of knowledge, it behoves us to make a selection of the 
most worthy* and devote ourselves exclusively to that. But there 
are many who by patient industry may make successful research- 
es in natural history, or experimental philosophy, who would ne- 
ver attain proficiency as statesmen or legislators, as writers or 
orators. How many are now delving in the learned professions 
who not only add nothing to the general stock of human know- 
ledge, but who cannot comprehend what is already known, and 
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who have with difficulty acquired that portion of information 
which is necessary to ensure a livelihood? That the number of 
this class should be lessened would certainly occasion no loss to 
the world, and as certainly none to themselves in point of plea- 
sure or intellectual profit, if their occupations were exchanged 
for others more suited to their capacity. In fine, as it respects 
the public, much of the time bestowed in forming crude political 
theories— in acrimonious invectives — in frivolous discaptations— 
might be more beneficially laid out in investigating the operations 
of nature, however minute. And as it respects the individual 
himself, it is a mere matter of taste whether he catches butterflies 
or squirrels— hunts deer or frogs — and traces the pedigree of a 
horse or the history of minnows. In either pursuit he may find 
equal interest and amusement. / 

Every species of occupation or research which may be pro- 
perly termed scientific has been vindicated upon the general grounds 
that there is the closest affinity among the different branches of 
human knowledge— that though they are not all equal in import- 
ance, some minds may pursue one with success, when they would 
foil in another — that where no public benefit can be derived, they 
are entitled to indulgence as sources of innocent amusement— 
that where they are pursued with more ardour than can be jus- 
tified upon any of the preceding grounds, the instances are rare, 
and that we must be content to put up with this liability to excess 
to which every good thing is incident— and lastly that this exces- 
sive devotion is no where more perceiVed than in those studies 
which are most useful and dignified, and which are pursued by 
thousands without advantage to others or themselves from the in- 
fluence of vanity or habit or example. 

There is, however, one consideration which is peculiarly ap- 
plicable to the United States. From the nature of our govern- 
ment, we are, as has been observed, more invited to the study of 
politics and legislation, and those branches of learning which quali- 
fy die possessor for the discharge of public offices. The honour 
and emoluments by which these are rewarded, operating as a 
bounty, give them extraordinary encouragement, and degrade all 
others below their appropriate rank. In these, therefore, we are 
conspicuously deficient; and foreigners, taking a partial view of 
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our learning and science, are apt to judge erroneously of thw 
whole from the unfavourable opinion they justly form of a part. 
They find us but little acquainted with chemistry and minera- 
l°gy— not adepts in the higher branches of the mathematics- 
indifferent prosodists— careless about the minutiae of classical 
literature— and they regard us as a people inferior in intellect 
and native genius. Nor are we altogether free from a similar 
sense of inferiority. On thi9 account then, it would be desirable 
to see every branch of science and learning prosecuted and en- 
couraged. I would have a question concerning the Greek ac- 
cents discussed with all the laborious research and critical 
acumen which could be displayed at Oxford or Cambridge. For 
we shall never effectually wipe off the illiberal reproaches with 
which our intellectual character has been assailed, so long as 
there is any branch of letters in which we shall manifest a decided 
inferiority; and until we are disenthralled from every species of 
dependence, literary as well as commercial, we shall not attain 
our proper portion of national respect. Besides, excellence in 
the sports and pastimes of the mind, as well as in its more serious 
contests, are to be valued, not for their intrinsic worth, but because 
superiority in the one would afford a just promise of superiority 
' in the other. As the case now stands a scientific treatise is quite 
a rarity, and a dictionary of arts and sciences, composed and not 
merely copied in the United States, is a literary phenomenon 
which we can never expect to behold, while there are so many 
among us who, however limited their capacity or theatre of 
action, set up for statesmen and philosophers, and disdain to be 
any thing else. 


FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

ON THE ADVANTAGES OF GOOD TEETH. 

Mr. Oldsohool, 

I trust that some remarks on the advantages of good teeth, 
and the inconveniencies of bad ones, as well as a few hints for their 
preservation, will not be unacceptable to the generality of your 
readers. A former number of your useful miscellany bestowed 
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merited praise on certain celebrated dentists of your city; but 
these artists are within the reach of but a small part of the com- 
munity; and, after all, the prevention of an evil is far better than 
its remedy. 

It is certain that no part of the u human face divine** is more 
pleasing to the eye than a regular and white set of teeth. And 
let puritanism or austerity say what they will, it is a virtue in us 
to endeavour to appear amiable and agreeable in the eyes of 
others. We cultivate beauty in flowers; we admire it in birds; 
we praise it in horses and dogs; and shall we be indifferent to it 
in our own species? This would be the height of ingratitude to 
the bounty of Nature, which has planted in the human breast so 
lively a sensibility to personal beauty. Let us not then perversely 
thwart her benign purpose. Besides teeth that are decayed and 
neglected are sure to .occasion a disagreeable breath: and though 
we may be careless about exciting admiration, we certainly ought 
to avoid giving offence. 

If the care of the teeth is important as it respects others, it is 
much more so as it respects ourselves. When in a state of decay 
they are apt to cause troublesome and obstinate tooth aches, and 
sometimes painful affections of the head, ulcerations, and weak- 
ness in the eyes. When the jaw teeth are lost, and we are con- 
sequently unable to perform the useful office of masticating our 
food, we are exposed to the long train of diseases produced by 
indigestion, besides being deprived of half the pleasure of eating. 

The loss of teeth, moreover, always more or less affects the 
speech. It surely behoves us to guard against whatever may in 
the smallest degree injure this noble characteristic of our species. 
A clear and distinct utterence adds no little to the pleasures of 
familiar conversation. To the orator it is indispensable. 

If any thing else is wanting to inculcate attention to the teeth, 
it is that certain European travellers have considered bad teeth as 
a national defect in the United States. I am far from admitting 
the justice of this reproach, as a general one; but on the contrary 
have thought that, on comparing an equal number of Americans 
and Europeans in some of the states, in this particular, the advan- 
tage would be with us. Yet, inasmuch as some local habits and 
individual cases may have induced illiberal foreigners to say that 
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of all which was applicable only to a few, we owe it to ourselves 
to take away from European arrogance even this pretext of our 
inferiority. 

Injuries to the teeth are caused principally by heat , tartar , 
scaling , and scurvey in the gums; though sometimes no doubt their 
unsoundness is hereditary, in which case the only remedy is to be 
found in the art of the. dentist. To avoid the ordinary causes of 
decay, the following easy rules would commonly be efficacious. 

1. Beware of drinking or eating any thing very hot. No one 
tiling besides has done so much injury to the teeth as the hot tea, 
hot coffee, and hot soups to which so many people accustom 
themselves. The use of hot drinks has been known, when sud- 
denly adopted, to produce a sensible effect on the teeth in a few 
weeks. 

2. Clean the teeth twice a day with a brush, in the morning 
and on going to bed. Water alone, thus frequently used, will 
commonly be sufficient to prevent the accumulation of tartar, 
which is ever forming on the teeth, and which, if neglected, soon- 
er or later destroys them. But, as in particular individuals, and 
at particular times, this remedy may not prove sufficient, 

3. Once a week, or fortnight, or month, as occasion requires, 
use some weak alkali , which combined with the acid substance on 
the teeth, makes it more easily separate and yield to the operation 
of the brush. Substances that will answer this purpose are always 
at hand, such as charcoal, wood ashes, soap, and chalk. They 
should, however, be used sparingly, as the daily application of 
them may act upon the teeth themselves as well as on the tartar 
which encrusts them. 

4. Whenever the gums threaten to leave any of the upper 
part of the teeth exposed, make use of Peruvian bark as a tooth 
powder. Tincture of myrrh, table salt, and charcoal are also use- 
ful in preventing the scurvy of the gums. As this, however, is 
not always a local disease (perhaps never with persons attentive 
to cleanliness) the only effectual remedy is to restore a healthy 
temperament to the whole system. 

5. Newer use the teeth for cracking nuts or other hard sub - 
stances. A large part of the animal tooth has irritability and sen- 
sation, like the other bones, and experiences the same mischie- 
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vous effects from exposure Above, it is protected by the gums; 
below, by a bony encrustation of peculiar hardness, commonly 
called the enamel . Whenever either of these defences are vt u 
moved, the consequence is pain, disease, and decay; and the ena- 
mel is more carefully to be guarded, because when once destroy- 
ed it can never be replaced. 

I sincerely hope, sir, that such of your readers as now have 
good teeth may so profit by the foregoing rules as to preserve 
them to old age, for old age will come on in efiitc of their teeth* 
and that those to whom this advice has arrived too late may 
culcate its observance with their children until habit shall make 
it both easy and agreeable, 

Benbvolvs. 


CRITICISM.— FOR THE PORT FOUO. 

Natural and Statistical View, or Picture of Cincinnati and the Mia- 
mi country, illustrated by maps— with an Appendix containing observa- 
tions on the late earthquakes, the aurora borealis, and southwest wind; 
by Daniel tyfafce. 

Unlike the majority of books, whose title-page too often 
superahounds in pretension, while their other parts are compara- 
tively bald and defective, the volume before us gives to the read- 
er much more than it promises. It begins with a degree of mo- 
desty which, Commendable in itself, and on all occasions concilia- 
ting, is more particularly so here y inasmuch as it leads to a very 
pleasing disappointment. We open the book to acquire some 
knowledge of a single town and a small district of adjacent terri- 
tory, situated on the right bank of the Ohio, and close it possessed 
of information, neither limited nor unimportant, respecting the 
whole of the western states: for it is to be observed, that without 
going avowedly into the application of them himself, the author 
furnishes us with facts and principles which may be applied to a 
very extensive section of the country watered by the branches of 
the Mississippi. 

Although not entitled to rank with literary productions of a 
very high standing— a distinction to which, from the nature of its 
subject, it couH not be expected to attain — this volume is compo- 
vot.. i. n 
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sed in a style that is creditable to its author. In narrative and de- 
scription the matter is pertinent and well selected, and the diction, 
if not perfectly chaste and elegant, is concise, forcible, and clear. 
In every instance the events narrated, and the objects described, 
are placed completely within the view and apprehension of the 
reader: and in the discussion of topics that are as yet unsettled, 
and the illustration of occurrences that are yet to come, the argue 
ments are, for the most part, sound and weighty; and the reason- 
ing, if not always conclusive, is such, at least, as commands atten- 
tion and secures respect. But the principal value of the book 
arises from the number and importance of the facts it contains, 
derived from the personal observation of the author. In this re- 
spect it is abundantly rich. On the whole, we recollect no work 
written in the United States, which, within an equal compass, 
gives so able and satisfactory a view of the climate and statis- 
tics, in the most comprehensive signification of the terms, the an- 
tiquities, and the medical history of the tract of country to which 
it relates. Without meaning to speak of Dr. Drake in the lan- 
guage of flattery, from which we feel persuaded his modesty 
would shrink, we think it but justice to state, as our candid opi- 
nion, that he is entitled to be proud of his book, and Cincinnati to 
be proud of him. 

As this volume relates to a new tract of country which we 
have never visited, and respecting which, as far as we are inform- 
ed, but little that is worthy of notice had been previously written, 
we pretend not to judge of the accuracy of its statements. We 
receive them as authentic, because we confide in the veracity and 
competency of the author. 

Were we to find fault or to suggest amendments touching 
any quality of work, it would be that of style. The diction we 
think somewhat stiff; inattention or failure as to the selection of 
phrases, renders it occasionally colloquial; and it contains several 
words which are not recognised by the best lexicographers as le- 
gitimate portions of the English language. Of this number are 
freightage , immigrant , immigration y to waggon , and a few others, 
most of them verbs, which, without any competent authority, our 
author has taken the liberty to form from nouns, by prefixing the 
particle to. However great may be the advantages which our 
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country derives from the domestic manufactures of our mechanics 
and artists, we are yet to be convinced that our language is impro- 
ved by this copious manufacture of American words. Although 
it does not belong to British writers to teach us how to think re- 
specting our own affairs, we must admit that they are our safest 
guides in the use of language, and that we ought, as yet, to be 
extremely cautious of rebelling against their authority. 

As a tolerably fair specimen of Dr. Drake’s style of writing 
and manner of reasoning, we lay before the readers of The Port 
Folio his 

M COMPARISON BETWEEN THE INTERIOR AND ATLANTIC 
8TATES. 

“ Ever, since the publication of the celebrated “ Notes on Virginia,” in 
1787, the Ohio countries have been considered wanner, in the same paral- 
lels, than the Atlantic states. The difference was supposed by Mr. Jeffer- 
son to equal what would result from three degrees of latitude. Imlay, in 
his letters on Kentucky, written four years after, has advanced a similar opi- 
nion. The ingenious Mr. Volney, availing himself of the frets collected by 
the former of these authors, has extended their remarks, and assigned to the 
hot region its northern and southern limits; which he informs us are the 36th 
and 42d degree of latitude. Professor MitclieU, in his learned and thorough 
review of Mr. Volney’ s book, by not opposing, has admitted this assertion, 
and Dr. Mease, in transcribing large portions of the speculations on this 
subject into his “ Geological View,” has given them his sanction. Finally, 
Dr. Morse, and most other compilers of American geography, have adopted 
this opinion, and its diffusion among the people of the United States has for 
many years been general. Thus fortified with eminent names, and guarded 
by popular prejudice, it may seem a rash undertaking to attack this position; 
but as not many of these gentlemen ever visited the western country, and as 
most of them were, it is evident, in possession of but few accurate observa- 
tions on the climate of this region, it may perhaps be excusable to doubt the 
correctness of their conclusions. 

That there is a difference of temperature in the climates of these regions 
is perhaps undeniable; but it seems to consist more in the distribution than 
io the absolute quantity of beat. — Or at least if there be a difference in this 
respect, it cannot equal one third of what has been mentioned. That the 
Miami country, in its climate, resembles the centre of North-Carolina; and 
that Richmond, for four months, is invested with the ice and snows of Fort 
Wayne, is what those who may happen to winter successively in these vari- 
ous and distant places, will, I apprehend, scarcely admit. But the most con- 
clusive frets in opposition to this opinion are furnished by the thermometer. 
The average result of eight years observations at this plftce, it will be recol- 
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jected, is 54.35 degrees. Hr. Rush states the annual heat of Philadelphia at 
52.5 degrees; more recently, Dr. €oxe, from six years observations, deduced 
54.16 degrees. From manuscript information with which I have been libe- 
rally furnished by Mr. Legaux, it appears that the mean heat of Springmill# 
on the Schuylkill, nearly a degree north of this place, as drawn from seven- 
teen years observations, is 53 ~® degrees. The mean terra of these, 53.68 
degrees, considered as the standard temperature of that quarter, is only six 
tenths of a degree lower than that of Cincinnati, which is fifty minutes further 
south. Again, Mr. Legaux fbund the mean beat of 1810 and 1812, at Spring, 
mill to be 54.50 and 54.30 degrees, tliat of the same years at Cincinnati waa 
52 .77 and 52.65 degrees, giving in both cases about one degree and two 
thirds less beat to the latter than the former. Again, Mr. Jefferson states 
the heat of a citve in Virginia, near the latitude of Cincinnati, at 57 degrees, 
about two degrees more than the heat of the earth at this place. 

A reference to the temperatures of summer and winter will give nearly 
the same results. From nine years observations (three at Springmill by Mr. 
Legaux, and six in Philadelphia by Dr. Coxe) the mean summer heat of 
Pennsylvania appears to be 74.6 degrees. The mean summer heat at this 
place, for an equal number of years, is 74.1 degrees. The average number 
of days on which the thermometer ascended to 90 degrees or upwards, du- 
ring the same period, was fourteen each summer; and the greatest elevation 
observed was 96 degrees. All of which would bear a comparison with cor- 
responding elevations in Pennsylvania. Mr. Legaux* declares the most in- 
tense cold at Springmill, from 1787 to 1 806, to be 17.5 degrees below 0; within 
that period, at this place, the mercury fell as we have already seen, 18 degrees 
below 0. The average of extreme cold, in several years, is stated by the dili- 
gent observer just named, at 1.8 degrees below cypher; the same average at 
this place, from five years observations, is 2 degrees below. Mr. Volney asserts 
that he has seen the mercury, for several successive days, at 6 and 8 degrees 
below cypher. Near the Ohio, in December 1796, the mercury was observ- 
ed for tliree mornings in succession, to be 14, 12, and 1 degree below 0, and 
for the ensuing three, to foil between 8 and 1 degree above. Again, we are 
told by Dr. Rush, that in Pennsylvania, the parallel of 41 degrees is the 
southern limit of steady cold; in the state of Ohio numerous observations go 
to prove that the cold is intense ami regtilar, even before advancing to that 
latitude. And Mr. Volney informs us, that the Potomac seems to constitute 
a southern limit to the snows of Pennsylvania and Maryland, as sleighs are 
almost useless and unknown beyond that river, in this country, of the Ohio 
river, in the same latitudes, a similar remark may be made. Lastly, the 
French traveller informs us, that in the times of harvest at Monticello and 
at Kaskaskias, near the river Mississippi, places having the same elevation 
and latitude, there is a perfect coincidence; and 1 have found, by comparing 

• See M*Hatofrt C gariar. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



VIEW OF CINCINNATI. 




the seasons for harvesting bay, rye, wheat, and oats, on the Schuylkill, as sta* 
ted by Mr. Legaux, with the same at this place, that there is no difference. 

But much reliance is placed on the growth and residence, in this coun- 
try, of certain plants and animals, which in the maritime states are, it is said, 
not found as far north by several degrees. Of the former, Mr. Jefferson has 
cited the reed and catalpa, of the latter, the parakeet We will consider 
these separately. 1. This bird, it is true, resides constantly along the Mia* 
sissippi, Ohio, and their tributary rivers, as far north as 39 degrees 30 mi- 
nutes, and is seen occasionally up to 42 degrees. But it is a well ascot* 
tained fact, that the climate of these latitudes is much colder than that 
of places in the Atlantic states, where this bird is rarely seen. There 
roust be causes, therefore, for its higher latitude in this country, that are not 
connected with climate. One of these, professor Barton suggests, is the 
southern course of our great rivers. If this bird, as most of its family stiU 
are, was originally an inhabitant of the tropics, it must have migrated into 
the depths of this . region, along the Mississippi and Ohio. The wtie alluvial 
rallies of these rivers, it is observed by the late ingenious anBlainented 
Alexander Wilson, abound in the favourite food of this bird: such as the fruit 
of the cockle burr (~ xant/aum atrumarium, L.J cypress, hackberry, beecfct 
and sycamore, most of which are rare or unproductive in Pennsylvania. Tq 
these, the same distinguished ornithologist remarks, may be added the sa- 
lines or salt licks of this country, about which he never failed to see flocks 
of parakeets. Finding a region abundantly stored with agreeable food, this 
bird long since became its permanent inhabitant; and acquired hardiness of 
constitution sufficient to enjoy good health, where the avenge heat of some 
months in winter is seven degrees below the freezing point. In, the Atlantic 
states, the rivers flow to the east or southeast. In advancing towards Penn- 
sylvania, therefore, this bird cannot travel along, but must cross their valliem 
a movement which it has no inducement to make, and hence it generally 
stops among the cypress swamps of North-Carolina and southern Virginia. 
2* The catalpa. It would seem that soil, or some other circumstance, more 
than climate, regulates the geography of this tree; for it is found on the Wn* 
hash, in the latitude of the Miami country, and grows perfectly well at this 
place, but was never seen here until planted. It flourishes in Pennsylvania, 
and even preserves itself in the climate of Great Britain, if placed in shelter, 
ed situations. Its native growth in the western country cannot, therefore, 
be considered as an evidence of superior mildness of climate. 3. The reed, 
or cane, which, I believe, has not been found east of the Big Sandy, was pro* 
bably brought to this latitude by that river, together with Licking and the 
Kentucky. Finding a saline, fertile soil, it became naturalized, as it no doubt 
would in the dry alluvial lands of the Potomac. There is certainly nothing 
in the coldness of the climate along that river to prevent it; for in the winter 
of 1796-7, in a part of Kentucky where the cane once grew luxuriantly, and 
wheTe it trill existed, the thermometer, between the 22d of December and 
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the 10th January, sunk many tiroes below cipher, and once to 14 1-2 degrees 
beneath that point, without destroying that vegetable. 

To these examples Mr. Volney has added several others, as the .cotton, 
tobacco, and Indian com; sassafras, pawpaw, and pican. The last of these 
trees is peculiar to the western country, and cannot therefore be used in the 
comparison: the pawpaw grows in the fertile parts of Virginia, as far north 
as this town, and the sassafras is found even on the banks of lake Cham- 
plain: the Indian com is cultivated with success in New-England, and tobac- 
co has long been one of the staples of those parts of Virginia and Maryland 
which are under the same parallels with the Miami country; cotton is not con- 
sidered worthy of cultivation in the state of Kentucky north of Green river* 
in lat. 37 degrees 30 minutes, although it will occasionally ripen at Cincin- 
nati, as it has been known to do near Philadelphia. Such are the facts ad- 
duced to substantiate this opinion. Most of them, I think, prove nothing; 
and if a few be admitted to give some feeble support, they are sufficiently 
counteracted by the thermometrical and other observations which have been 
stated. 

Other phenomena might be cited in support of Mr. Jefferson’s conclusion, 
but when critically examined they fail to have that effect. 1. The Delaware 
at Philadelphia is oftcner frozen over than the Ohio at Cincinnati; but this 
seems to arise from that city being 50 minutes further north than this town; 
and from the former of these rivers being much cooled by deep snows, after 
flowing directly south, out of a mountainous tract between latitudes 42 and 
43 degrees; while the Ohio, for 400 miles, meanders in a deep, narrow, and 
reverberating valley, has generally a western direction, at one point extends 
as far south as 38 degrees 30 minutes, and receives the Kenhawa and Big 
Sandy rivers, which originate between 36 and 37 degrees.* Every five years, 
on an average, is perhaps as often as the Ohio is blocked up with ice at this 
town. Concerning the Potomac, in this respect, I have been able from the 
accounts of that river to collect nothing. 2. Another fact is the existence 
of the soft-shelled turtle in the waters of the Ohio, while in the Atlantic 
states it is not found north of Georgia. It is even said that this reptile inha- 
bits lake Erie, which is not improbable, as it could pass thither in those 
floods which occasionally connect the tributary waters of the lake and 
Ohio. But waving this, it is certain that this turtle is found in waters much 
colder than any of South, or even of North Carolina; so that its higher lath 
tude on this side of the mountains cannot be considered as indicating inor- 
dinate heat. 

* Bow much the freezing of riven in the middle latitudes b affected by their courser, appears 
farther from the fret communicated to me by Mr. Wo. Rector, that in the winter of 1808-9 the 
Mississippi, at St. Genevieve, in latitude about 38 degrees, was so firmly covered with ice in a am- 
,gle night, as to bear bones and carriages the ensuing day. The river above that town runs di- 
rectly from north to aonUk 
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Mr. Volney considers the superior prevalence of the southwest wind in 
this country, a conclusive proof of greater mildness in its climate; and this, 
it must be confessed, seems, at first view, a strong fact. Did it blow ten 
months out of twelve, and travel directly from the gulf of Mexico, as Mr. 
Volney supposes, it must of necessity raise the temperature of this country 
much higher than that of the Atlantic states. But it prevails only nine 
months of the year; has generally no great velocity; in most cases blows 
not more than eight hours of the twenty-four; and there is reason to believe 
that but little of it comes from the gulf of Mexico. It probably consists of 
air from beyond the Mississippi, which is obeying a general law of the at- 
mosphere in the temperate zone, by moving eastwardly, and from which 
course it is deflected by the rallies of the great rivers that traverse this re- 
gion. Considered under this point of view, we can comprehend how the 
southwest may be the prevailing wind in the interior, and the west, north- 
west in the maritime states, without any great difference in temperature; 
and this is rendered still more palpable by reflecting, that the rivers of the 
Atlantic states generally run from the northwest, and of course, when this 
wind reaches the summit of the Alleghenies, it may assume the direction of 
the vallies beyond, and be restored to its original state of a west, or even be- 
come a northwest wind. Another argument of a similar kind, in favour of a 
difference of temperature between the interior and maritime districts, is the 
greater prevalence of the northwest wind in the latter. Even this, however, 
may in part be explained away. The northwest wind of the Miami country 
and Kentucky, in its passage thither, traverses but few lakes. It comes from 
the northern, (and perhaps most elevated portion of the Chippewan moun- 
tains, and is thereby rendered intensely cold: the same wind, in the mid- 
dle Atlantic states, passes over lakes for a thousand miles, and is rendered 
so temperate, that the region immediately to the leeward of lake Erie has 
the mildest climate of any part of the United States of the same latitude. 
In crossing the Alleghenies this current is deprived of a portion of its heat; 
but still, perhaps, is generally as cold a wind at Cincinnati as at Philadel- 
phia. 

To take, however, a correct view of this subject, we must not merely 
advert to the relative prevalence of the southwest and northwest currents in 
the two regions; but extend our inquiries to all the touthern and northern 
winds. From the best authorities to which I have been able to refer, it 
seems that these, in the Atlantic states, blow about an equal number of 
days in each year. At this place, it appears from the preceding tables, that 
the southern are to the northern as 322 to 256 — in other words, that the for- 
mer prevail over the latter by nearly twenty per cent, or one fifth; too small 
a predominance to produce any striking difference of heat in the two re- 
gions; and the effect of which is supposed to be diminished — first, by the 
circumstances connected with the southwest and northwest winds; as just 
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mentioned; second, by the reduction of temperature in the southeast, east, 
and northeast winds, upon the Alleghenies Out it is doubtless true that 
the Same parallels are somewhat colder east than west of the mountains; the 
causes of which appear to be— 1. The equality of the northern and southern 
Winds in the former, and the preponderance of the southern in the latter; 
but this, as we have just seen, produces much less effect than is generally 
supposed. 2. The situation of the mountains— west of the Atlantic, and east 
of the interior states. On this continent, in the latitude of these states, as 
well as in the temperate zone generally, the western winds predominate 
much over the eastern, which compensates for an opposite movement be- 
tween the tropics. At this place the former are to the latter nearly as two to 
one. The Atlantic states are therefore to the leeward, and the interior 
states to the windward of mountains 3000 feet high; the atmosphere of which 
is brought down twice as often on the former as the latter. Hence it ap- 
pears, that the temperature of the maritime states is sunk by the mountains: 
and not that of the western states raised by the gulf of Mexico. 3. The 
greater elevation of the interior region. 4. The deeper snows of the mari- 
time district These are generally brought by the northeast wind from high 
latitudes, and when they are dissolved, absorb a large quantity of heat from 
the atmosphere, earth, and all surrounding bodies, which becomes latent, 
and flows out of the country with the water that it produces, reducing the 
temperature of the surface in proportion to the depth of the snow. 

The interior have not only been declared much warmer than the eastern 
states in the same latitudes, but denounced as liable to sudden and ex- 
treme changes, in a degree entirely unknown in the latter. This opinion 
I suspect to have arisen in part from the report of immigrants, who, upon 
Settling in this new country, have had their curiosity awakened, and be- 
come, fbr the first time in their lives, attentive to natural appearances. 
They have then gone on to compare the sudden changes of this climate with 
those of the climate left behind, but which, unfortunately, they never observ- 
ed; and of course decide in its favour. The thermometer! of the two coun- 
tries indicate no material difference on this point, as appears from what fol- 
lows. Mr. Volncy states the annual range of the mercury in Pennsylvania, 
on an average at ICO degrees. Mr. Legaux even makes it more: at this 
place, as has been stated, it is exactly 100 degrees. The extreme range, 
taking the cold in one year and the heat in another, in Pennsylvania, accord- 
ing to various authorities, is about 120 degrees; the difference in this coun- 
try, in the course of 25 years, has not exceeded 116 degrees. The difference 
between the warmest and coldest times of each day in the year, I have found, 
by comparing the manuscript journal of Mr. Legaux with my own, is at least 
as great on the Schuylkill as the Ohio. Professor Day has kindly furnished 
me with a statement of this difference at New-Haven, in 1809 and 1810, 
from which I find, that the daily changes from cold to heat were about one 
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degree greater at this place than that; but the opposite changes were 2 1-4 
degrees greater there than here; and at a short distance from the seaboard, 
die difference would be still more striking. An inquiry into those sudden 
and irregular reductions of temperature, which are every where deprecated, 
would give results in no degree unfavourable to this country. No fall of the 
mercury at this place has ever exceeded 20 degrees in an hour and a half, 
which Dr. Hush states to have taken place in Pennsylvania. The doctor al- 
so asserts, that the thermometer has fallen 41 1-2 degrees, and Mr. Legaux 
saw it fall 47 degrees in 24 hours; which is five degrees more than any de- 
pression ever observed here in the same length of time. Finally, Dr. Hush 
declares that there is but one steady trait in the character of the climate of 
Pennsylvania, and that is it is uniformly variable . From all these evidences, 
and from the feet that consumption, rheumatism, and other diseases ascribed 
to changes of the weather, are less frequent here than in the east, 1 think the 
opinion that this climate is more changeable than that of corresponding lati- 
tudes in the maritime districts, is proved to be without any sufficient foun- 
dation. 

The comparative estimate of the winds of the eastern and western states, 
has been in a great degree anticipated; but a short recapitulation may not be 
unprofitable. The prevalent winds of the interior come from between south 
and west. Some of them are from the gulf of Mexico, but the greater num- 
ber appear to consist of air which, in conformity to a general law, is moving 
eastwardly, and suffers deflection to the north ,by the vallies of the Missis- 
sippi and Ohio. The winds between north and west are next in prevalence* 
and consist of two varieties — that which attends or fellows thunder-gusts 
and other storms, and is supposed by Mr. Volney to descend from the high- 
er regions of the atmosphere; and that which comes from beyond the sour- 
ces of the Mississippi, and frequently continues for several days. The pre- 
vailing winds of the middle Atlantic states are between west and north. They 
consist of the real northwest, which traverses the lakes, and loses much of its 
rigour, which, however, it reacquires in ascending the Alleghenies— of the 
mountains or alpine atmosphere, frequently rolled down towards the ocean— 
and of the southwest wind of the interior, converted by the vallies of the east- 
ern rivers into a direction north of west. The west wind of both regions 
possesses nearly the same qualities; but from having traversed an additional 
range of mountains in reaching the Atlantic states, must be colder and drier 
there than here. The east, southeast, and northeast winds of those states, 
taken together, prevail more, and are warmer and damper than in the inte- 
rior. 

The violent northeast and southeast storms of the Atlantic states, are 
unknown in the western. In the quantity of water that falls in the two re- 
gions, there is probably not much difference. The southwest Wind is the 
cause of great rains in the latter, and the northeast of still greater, perhaps, 
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in tbe former. In this latitude more rain falls west of the mountains, and 
more snow east of them. In tbe interior there is more cloudy weather, and 
greater atmospheric humidity. In thunder-gusts and other electrical pheno- 
mena, in droughts, and in the periods at which most agricultural operations 
are performed, there is perhaps no material difference. 

It remains to be acknowledged that this comparison is only an imper- 
fect outline. The observations made at this place are defective in many re- 
spects, but if much fuller, they could not, of course, indicate the climates of 
the surrounding region. The observations made in Philadelphia, with which 
those made here have been in part compared, are not the most proper for 
that purpose, inasmuch as the extremes of temperature in a city are less 
than in the adjoining country. To the observations of Mr. Legaux I have 
been obliged continually to refer. They were, I do not doubt, made with 
accuracy; but from the unexpected result of the comparison, there is much 
reason to apprehend that the situation of his thermometer, or some other 
circumstance, has caused him to assign to 8pringmill a higher temperature 
than it really has. It is to be hoped that some eastern meteorologist, who 
possesses more accurate information on the climate of that region than can 
be obtained by a person resident in this, will undertake such a comparison 
as the observations made at this place would support. 

That section of our author’s work which is headed u Future 
Consequence” cannot fail to be particularly interesting, as well, 
perhaps, as useful, to those who may meditate a removal from 
the Atlantic to the western states. We make no apology, there- 
fore, for copying it into our journal. 

It will, perhaps, to many persons at a distance, and particularly to those 
who have not studied our natural and commercial geography, appear alto- 
gether visionary, if not boastful, to speak of cities on these western waters. 
Yet it is certain that those who have contemplated this country with most 
attention, are strongest in the belief, that many of the villages which Iiave 
sprung up within thirty years, on the banks of the Ohio and Mississippi, are 
destined, before the termination of the present century, to attain the rank 
of populous and magnificent cities. The grounds which support this predic- 
tion are too broad to be travelled over at this time; but it may be rendered 
plausible in a high degree, merely by a reference to the Mississippi. If we 
consider the quantity of water discharged by this great river— the vast ex- 
tent and number of its branches, many of which exceed in length the largest 
rivers of Europe*- the general direction of the main trunk, nearly from north 
to south, passing through more than fifteen degrees of latitude in the tem- 
perate zone— the diversities of aspect and inexhaustible fertility of tbe re- 
gion which it irrigates— the boundless and perennial forests which in the 
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east and in the north overshadow its sources — the numerous beds of coal 
and iron which enrich its banks— -the reciprocal ties and dependencies, 
which can never cease to operate, between the inhabitants of its upper and 
lower portions— the numerous states which will possess in its navigation a 
common interest, that roust forever constitute a bond of political and com- 
mercial amity— we must be convinced that there is no river on earth of equal 
importance; or at least none on whose countless tributary streams so many 
millions can subsist 

Of al) the ramifications which enter into the composition of this majestic 
river, the Ohio will unquestionably retain for ages the highest rank. What 
comparison the countries dependent on it will ultimately bear to the Hudson, 
the Delaware, or Potomac, cannot at this time be determined; but any hy- 
pothesis that assigns to the former a decreasing ratio of improvement will 
be seen to have no foundation; the opinion that these states cannot support 
even a denser population than any in the east is altogether groundless; the 
associations of wildness and ferocity — ignorance and vice, which the men- 
tion of this distant land has hitherto excited, must ere long be dissolved; 
and our Atlantic brethren will behold with astonishment, in the green and 
untutored states of the west, an equipoise for their own. Debarred by their 
locality from an inordinate participation in foreign luxuries, and consequent- 
ly secured from the greatest corruption introduced by commerce— secluded 
from foreign intercourse, and thereby rendered patriotic — compelled to en- 
gage in manufactures, which must render them independent— secure from 
conquest, or even invasion, and therefore without the apprehensions which 
prevent the expenditure of money in solid improvements— possessed of a 
greater proportion of freehold estates than any people on earth, and of 
course made industrious, independent, and proud; — the inhabitants of this 
region are obviously destined to an unrivalled excellence in agriculture, ma- 
nufactures, and internal commerce; in literature and the arts; and in public 
virtue, and in national strength- 

Where will be erected the chief cities of this premising land? It may'be 
answered with certainty— on the borders of the Ohio river. They are not 
likely to become places of political importance, for these must lie towards 
the centres of the states which this river will divide; but the commercial 
and manufactural advantages that exist in lieu cf the political, are so much 
superior as to justify, in this inquiry, the omission of every town not situated 
on the Ohio. Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, and Louisville are the places which at 
present have the fairest prospects of future greatness. The age of Cincinnati 
is intermediate to the others. Their population and business correspond at 
present with the order of their enumeration; but the time is apparently not 
remote when a different comparative rank will be assigned them. Both Cin- 
cinnati and Louisville seem destined t»» surpass Pittsburgh. To this predic- 
tion the inhabitants of that town — for thirty years the entrepot of all the 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



36 


VIEW OF CINCINNATI. 


Ohio countries — are not expected to assent. It will even be regarded by 
them as groundless and arrogant; but without stopping to anticipate and 
repel the charges of self interest and vain glory, 1 shall proceed to a brief 
exposition of the relative advantages of that town and this. It is well known 
to all the people of the United States, that for twenty years both foreign and 
Atlantic goods, to the amount of several millions of dollars, have been annu- 
ally wagoned to Pittsburgh, deposited in its warehouses, and shipped in its 
boats for the country below. The expense of these operations has, of course, 
been defrayed by the consumers in Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, and the adjoin- 
ing territories, who have thus made to the prosperity of Pittsburgh a yearly 
contribution of great value. Hundreds of our merchants were passing more- 
over, through this town; and it was early discovered, that if manufactures 
were established, it would be possible to dispose of many articles required 
in the newer settlements below. Hence fbunderies, glass-houses, breweries, 
and iron manufactories of various kinds ware erected; and the wares of 
this “ Birmingham of America*’ superadded to the merchandise of the east, 
soon spread extensively over our country. During such a period of com- 
mercial prosperity the borough could not but flourish; and were the causes 
of its growth as permanent as they have been efficient, it would unques- 
tionably retain an enviable superiority. But a change in the current of our 
importations— such a change as has already begun — must inevitably reduce 
the ratio of improvement in that place, just as much as it will be increased 
by the same cause in Cincinnati, Louisville, and the other towns below. The 
wagoners employed in the transportation of our merchandise from Philadel- 
phia; the boat-builders and commission merchants; the freighters, and those 
who manufacture for these populous young states, will no longer receive our 
specie for their services; and must of course find other employments, or emi- 
grate to other towns. Tlic coal and iron of that place will indeed long con- 
tinue abundant; but these are easily floated with the current to the towns 
below; which can thus establish the manufactures dependent on these impor- 
tant articles, with nearly as much facility as they are set up in Pittsburgh — 
while that town must obtain its cotton and sugar, its hemp and lead, at an 
expense of freightage, taking these articles together, more than twice as 
great as that paid by us. The country around that place is, moreover, rug- 
ged and sterile, in comparison with that about either Cincinnati or Louis- 
ville; and the greatest population it can support will have a correspondent 
rarity. Pittsburgh, therefore, has not so high a destination as its younger 
rivals to the westward; but it must forever maintain a very important and 
respectable rank. 

The chief advantage which Louisville possesses over Cincinnati is the 
partial interruption of commerce at that place by the Fall* of the Ohio. The 
' cargoes of boats, when the water is low, are wagoned for two miles. round 
ihose rapids. This not only gives employment to a great number of hands. 
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bat it make s the town one of the heads of navigation — a place of debarka- 
tion and deposit — where, of course, an active mercantile business may be 
done. If these obstructions to the navigation were irremovable, Louisville 
would certainly arrive at a very exalted degree of commercial greatness. But 
the opinion of professional engineers is such as to dissipate much of this in- 
teresting prospect. The desired improvement was actually commenced 
more than a year ago; and although the prosecution of it has been for some 
time suspended— by causes not necessarily connected with the undertaking 
—there can be no doubt of its being resumed and finished before the lapse 
of many years. When this is done, the commercial importance of that town 
must receive a signal reduction; but still it will possess the peculiar advan- 
tage of a site for great water. works. It will, moreover, be the emporium of 
an extensive and fruitful district in Kentucky; for which its situation on a 
southern bend of the Ohio gives it a number of advantages. Still there are 
reasons for believing that Cincinnati is to bx the future metropo- 
lis of the Ohio. Its rite is more eligible than that of most towns on the 
river. It is susceptible of being rendered healthier than Louisville, and is 
extensive enough for a large city. The Ohio bounds it on the southeast, 
south, and southwest, so that all the streets, if extended, would, at one or 
both ends, intersect the river within the limits of the corporation. It has, 
therefore, a great extent of shore, along the whole of which there is not a 
reef nor shoal to prevent the landing of boats. — Opposite to Broadway is the 
mouth of Licking, a river whose navigation will certainly be much improved. 
—Over the town plat, as we have seen in the preceding article, a canal at 
some future period may be conducted from the Great Miami, whose waters 
can, by another canal, be connected with those of the Maumee, and thus 
secure to us a new and profitable trade with the lakes.— A survey of the 
Ohio will exhibit to us the important fact, that between Pittsburgh and 
Louisville there is not a single spot where a future rival to Cincinnati can be 
raised up. Finally, by a reference to the map of the Miami country, it may 
be seen, that the river, in approaching Cincinnati from May sv ille, which is 
sixty miles above, runs generally to the northwest; that after passing the 
town, it soon alters its course, and flows nearly to the south for more than 
forty miles; and consequently that Cincinnati lies in a situation to command 
the trade of the eastern and western, as well as the interior portions of the 
Miami country. This is the case for more than thirty miles in those direc- 
tions; and when the improvement of the roads shall be such as to facilitate 
intercourse with this place, the power it must exercise over these opposite 
districts will be still greater. The adjoining parts of Kentucky, although 
politically disconnected, must long continue to acknowledge their commer- 
cial dependence on Cincinnati. Thus it is the permanent mart and trading 
capital of a tract whose area equals the cultivable portion of New-Hampahire, 
New-Jersey, or Maryland; surpasses the state of Connecticut, and doubles 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 


38 


THE DESERTED VILLAGE. 


the states of Rhode-Island and Delaware taken together — with a greater 
quantity of fertile and productive soil than the whole combined. 

These are some of the local advantages of Cincinnati; and if improved 
with a spirit corresponding to their magnitude, its inhabitants cannot fail to 
realize their most glowing anticipation of future greatness. 


FOR THE FORT FOLIO. 

TRANSLATION OF GOLDSMITH’S DESERTED VILLAGE. 

Mr. Oldschool, 

Taking up the other day L'Abeille Americaine of the 30th 
of September, my eye was attracted by a specimen of a proposed 
translation into French of Goldsmith’s Deserted Village, by a Mr. 
T. De Russy. The work is spoken of in terms of high enco- 
mium by Mr. Chaudron, and probably its poetical merit is not 
overrated. Yef, considering it as a translation, calculated to convey 
a just idea of the English poem, I cannot entirely add my suffrage 
to that of the editor of L’Abeille. In many parts it is too diffuse, 
being rather a paraphrase than a translation; and the amplifications 
always injure the sense of the original. But a comparison of the 
passages will show hew far my observations are founded. The 
selection begins with this passage of the poem: 

Sweet Auburn! parent of the blissful hour. 

Thy glades forlorn confess the tyrant’s power. 

Here, as I take my solitary rounds 

Amidst thy tangling walks and ruin’d grounds. 

And, many a year elaps’d, return to view 
Where once the cottage qtood, the hawthorn grew. 
Remembrance wakes with all her busy train. 

Swells at my breast, and turns the past to pain. 

Thus rendered in French: 

Aubeura! asile heureux de joie et d’innocence! 

Hllas! apr£s vingt ans de regrets et d’absence, 

Quand je viens m’lgarer dans tes sentiers chlris, 

Je les trouve muets! Tous tes attraits fUtris 
Par le caprice vain d’un maitre atrabilaire, 

N’offrent plus qu’un aspect affreux et solitaire! 

C’est ici, qu’autrefois le village existait! 

Ici, pour nos amans, l’lpine fleurissait! 

Dieux! que ocs souvenirs, s’offrmnt A ma pens£e, 

Pesent plniblement sur mon ante oppressed 
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Here the simple phrase of w the tyrant’s power” is illustrated by 
the line, 

Par le caprice vain d’un maitre atrabilaire. 

An w atrabilious master” is but an odd association to a merely En- 
glish apprehension; yet I presume not to doubt, that it is well adapt- 
ed to the genius of the French tongue and taste, and unexceptional 
bly elegant. But the u vain caprice” of such a master is evidently 
out of place. It is well known to the English reader, that it is the 
spirit of improvement and husbandry, sweeping away the humble 
comforts of the cottager, which Goldsmith laments; and that the 
tyranny he complains of is by no means the vain caprice, but the 
calculating cupidity of a thrifty landlord. As it was not, however, 
for the French bard to be acquainted with the singular way of 
thinking of the English one, he may be readily excused for the 
misconception. He could not but have known, though, that his 

Ici, pour nos aroans, I’lplne fleurissait, 

was an interpolation. Goldsmith has no such idea. He speaks 
indeed of the hawthorn growing, but without the most distant al- 
lusion to its use to lovers. But love, probably, is an ingredient in 
a rural scene, which the spirit of French gallantry renders indis- 
pensable; and, moreover, although it is a superaddition, it is tho- 
roughly in unison with the subject. But I must positively object 
to the vehement exclamation of u Dieux! que ses souvenirs , fcfc.” 
Goldsmith’s tone on this occasion is plaintive, it is true, but it is 
dejected and submitted, the mere expression of a tender regret, 
and as different from the impassioned, theatrical manner of the 
translator, as is the gentle grief of Richard the second, shaking the 
dust off his head, from the boisterous sorrow of Othello, clamour- 
ing about his handkerchief. 

The next passage seems to me better translated, and more 
tnfe to the sense and spirit of the original. 

In all my wand’rings round this world of care. 

In all my griefs — and God has giv’n my share — 

I still had hopes, my latest hours to crown. 

Amidst these humble bow’rs to lay me down; 

To husband out life’s taper at the close. 

And keep the flame from wasting by repose: 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 




40 


THE DESERTED VILLAGE. 


I still bad hopes — for pride attends us still— 

Amidst the swains to show my book-learn’d skill; 

Around my fire an ev’ning group to draw, 

And tell of all I felt, and all 1 saw. 

Au milieu des chagrins, et des soucis rougeurs, 

(Car j’ai connu du sort les aftreuses rigueurs!) 

Je conservais Tespoir, en cet amiable asile, 

De jouir un instant d’un sort doux et tranquille. 

Sans desirs, ni terreurs, d’attendre le trlpas; 

Et ro6me, par mes solns, de ralentir ses pas. 

De trouver, dans le sein de la philosophie, 

L’art d’animer encor la flamme de la vie. 

Enfin j’avais l’espoir, (hllas jusqu’au circueil 
La faible humanity conserve son orgueil!) 

De voir, au coin du feu, les savans du village 
Admirer ma science, et d’y paraitre un sage! 

I should object to no part of this but the two lines, 

De trouver, dans le sein de la philosophie, 

L’art d’animer encor la flamme de la vie. 

Goldsmith does not propose to animate the flame of life by philo- 
sophy. He is for soothing, not animating it; for keeping it from 
wasting by repose, by shunning the disquietudes of busy life: and 
the idea was sufficiently conveyed by the fiar mea sows, de relentir 
aea fias. The lines about philosophy, therefore, and especially if it 
be the new philosophy that is intended, were much better sup- 
pressed. 

After this comes the allusion to the doublings of the hare, 
and its return to the place at which it was started. In Goldsmith 
it is simply the illustration of a single idea; but Mr. T. de Russy 
expands it into a simile of much studied minuteness. In it are 
set before us all the particulars of the animal’s swiftness and timi- 
dity, its scampering over the fields, the sinuosities of its course, 
a protecting river which it traverses to the source, together with 
the fatal and unerring instinct of the pursuing hounds, aided by 
the scent which the poor fugitive spreads abroad to her ruin. All 
this may be very beautiful, picturesque, and descriptive, but it is 
not to be found in Goldsmith: nor did it enter into his head to run 
a parallel in all points between himself and a hunted hare. The 
single circumstance of its returning, and there finishing its exist - 
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ence, is all he had occasion for; and this is fully preserved in the 
translation, without the four lines beginning, 

Les detours sinueux 

But for justification of these remarks, the passages referred to, 
both in the original and translation, are here set before the reader 

And, as % hare* whom hounds and horns pursue. 

Pants. to the place From whence at first he flew, 

I still had hopes, my long vexatious past. 

Here to return— and die at home at last. 

Tel on voit de nos champs l*hdte agile el craintif, 

Au bruit du cor bondir, errant et fugitif; 

Les ditours sinueux qu*U dlcrit dans sa course, 

Le ruisseau protecteur, qu’il traverse k sa source, 

Rien ne peut Igarer la meute qui le suit; 

La vapeur qu'il rlpand la guide et le trahit. 

Formant la courbe alors, vers sa terre natale 
Frlmissant, il s’avance & son heure fatale! 

Tel long-temps poursuivi par un in juste sort, 

Rlsignl, je venais attendre ici la mort! 

The next four line*— 

O blest retirement, friend to life’s decline, 

Retreat from care, that never must be mine! 

How blest is he, who crowns, in shades like these, 

A youth of labour with an age of ease, 

appear very well rendered by the corresponding feur: 

Paisible et doux loisir! solitude chlrie! 

Repos, plus cher encore au d 4c l in de la vie! 

Quel charme, quel bonheur, de couler dans ton sein 
De nos jours agitls le soir pur et serein! 

In the following line of the original, viz. 

Who quits a world where strong temptations try, &c. 

the train of thought is broken in the translation, which makes it 
the beginning of a paragraph, thus, 

Sur r Ocean du monde il est permis au sage. 

Nor, although the sense is not essentially different, does it seem 
to be either clearly expressed or comprehended. 

VOL. 1. F 
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On the whole it may be observed, that however better a poem 
the amplifications of the translator may make Le Village Aban- 
don^ than the Deserted Village, they yet make it a different one; 
whence it may be inferred, that if the object be to furnish a just 
exhibition of the English poem, they had better be laid aside. 
But whatever garb the work may finally assume, we cannot but 
hold ourselves indebted to Mr. T. De Russy for the compliment 
paid to English, which is also American literature, by the employ- 
ment of his talents in dressing it in the language of his country: 
wherefore, the friends to literature must wish him success, both 
in regard to the execution of his design, and the subscription 
by which it is to be accomplished. 

R. N. 


FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

REMARKS ON THE WRITINGS OF AUSONIUS. 

{Concluded from vol. v . page 461.) 

Almost all of the writings of Ausonius which have remained 
to us, are in verse, if we except only his letters and his panegyric 
on Gratian. In the enumeration which we are about to make, it 
would be extremely difficult to pursue a chronological order, 
since, for the most part, they consist of small pieces composed at 
different times, and are preserved in various collections, of which 
the dates are sometimes contemporaneous. Therefore, in order 
to assign to each composition its proper date we should be oblig- 
ed to pass from one collection to another. Indeed we are igno- 
rant of the precise date of some of these collections: whether, for 
instance, the Letters preceded the Epigrams, or whether that of 
the Idyls be not anterior to both. In order to avoid this confusion 
and embarrassment, we shall follow the order that has been adopt- 
ed in the last editions of his works. 

Prefixed to these editions, we find three prefaces by Auso- 
niue. The first, which is in elegiac verse, is addressed to the 
emperor Theodosius, and appears to be a reply to a letter which 
the emperor had addressed to him, requesting a copy of his writ- 
ings. Some of them the emperor had already read: but as 
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Ausonius had since published others, he was the more anxious 
to peruse them, as the public voice had assigned to them a high- 
er rank. 

This preface alone, it seems, ought to be sufficient to prove 
the authenticity of the letter of which some have even doubted 
the existence. It contains nothing, but what is quite likely to 
have passed between Theodosius and Ausonius; and it would un- 
doubtedly be a great injury to the memory of the latter to depose 
it from the head of his works where it was ^placed by Vinet. 
Theodosius wrote it with his own hand. It expresses great re- 
spect for the talents and erudition of the poet. The author takes 
care to say that his request is not to be viewed in the light of an 
imperial command, but as an evidence of the friendship subsisting 
between them. In order to insure his acquiescence, he reminds 
him of the examples of the learned men in the time of Augustus, 
to. whom they communicated their works; and with singular con- 
descension, he assures him that if the emperor felt more admira- 
tion for any of these than the royal writer does for Ausonius, 
there was none whom he loved more. 

To a letter so pleasing, Ausonius replies that it is impossible 
to refuse any thing for which such a sovereign as Theodosius 
has expressed a desire: that his request bears with him all the 
authority of a law: that though he were entirely destitute of all 
the fire of genius, such condescension would light the flame, Jkc. 

The second preface is also in the elegiac strain, and is the 
most considerable of the three. It contains a summary view of 
the events of his life; from his birth to the time of his consulate, 
inclusive. Therefore it was not written until after the year 379. 
Ausonius put it at the head of one of his collections, and addressed 
it to the poet Syagrius, whom he selected to be his Maecenas. 
He did this, as he himself says, in order that the public, seeing at 
the head of the collection the name of Syagrius, might rather 
attribute it to him than to the true author. 

The third is a trifling thing. It is nothing but a light com- 
pliment in sapphic verse to I^atinus Pacatus Drepanius, dedicat- 
ing the last collection or a different one. Ausonius gives to Dre- 
panius no other title than that of son,~becausc he was much young- 
er tfian himself. Hence we may fix the date of this to be previ- 
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ous to 390, Drepanius being then proconsul of Africa— because 
Ausonius would not have forgotten that circumstance had it exist- 
ed; as we shall find on another occasion. He represents him as 
one of the first poets of his age. 

The Epigrams of Ausonius form the first collection of his 
writings. They are in number about one hundred and fifty, in- 
cluding the four on the Roman Fasti, which he composed, but 
which have been lost. These four last epigrams, together with 
the first, which is in praise of the valour and learning of the em- 
peror Gratian, are the most considerable. They are worth all 
the rest. Among these latter are some wholly in Greek, and 
others compounded of Greek and Latin, and many which are un- 
worthy the pen of a good Christian, on account of their obscenities. 
For these he might well blush and apply to himself what he 
some where says of others, meis etiam intra me erubesco . 

It was for this reason that the elder Scaliger, wished he 
never had been advised to write epigrams. Besides those which 
now remain, and which, he says, are generally too little laboured, 
grating to the ear and difficult to pronounce, there are others, 
which are sterile and frivolous, and some detestable for their in- 
decency,— not only unworthy the pen of a poet, but also to the 
eyes or ears of a reader. It seems, he adds, that in order to cor- 
rect them, we must burn them entirely. 

Other critics seem to think that his epigrams breathe the 
spirit of Martial. But there is as much difference between the 
two poets as there is between the ages when they flourished. 
At the time of Ausonius, polished latinity had already began to 
decline, and the art of poetry to lose some of its elegance. Not- 
withstanding this, however, the most skilful critics find much de- 
licacy in some of his epigrams. 

However this may be they are the first of his productions 
which were published after the art of printing was discovered. 
They were printed at Venice in the year 1496 in one vol. fol. 
with a preface from Barthelemy or George Merula. Indeed 
some have said that they had appeared in 1472 and afterwards 
in 1496. 

The Efihemerides of Ausonius which followed his Epi- 
grams, contain, in verse of different measures, all the events of a 
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holy day, from morning to night. But it has not reached us en- 
tire. Towards the end much is wanting; It appears to hare 
been written for the use of young men whom he had under his 
care; and we thus discover, much to the honour of the poet, that at 
the same time when he taught the belles lettres to his disciples, 
he endeavoured to instil into their minds the principles of the 
Christian religion. This is acknowledged by one of them, St. 
P&ulinus, as we have already seen. This is undoubtedly the 
most valuable of all the writings of Ausonius, and merits for him 
the title of a Christian poet, however some of his pieces may 
militate with that character. It includes all that the purest phi- 
losophy teaches in morals and it displays the precepts, practice 
and even the prayers of the day of a Christian. The prayer which 
he has inserted, beseeching the Divine Power to afford him grace 
to spend the day in a proper manner, breathes nothing but piety 
and a pure faith in the mysteries of his religion. It holds a lan- 
guage worthy of God, and he insists on the eternity of his word, 
with the design, perhaps, of fortifying his youth against the errors 
of Arian, who gave much trouble to the church in his day. Some 
extracts may enable the reader to form his judgment with more 
confidence. 

OomipotenSj solo mentis mihi, cognite cultu, 

Ignprate mails, et null! ignote piorum, 

Principio extranoque carens: sntiquior aevo. 

Quod fuit, ant veniet: cujus farmamque modumque 
Nec mens complecti potent, nee lingua profari. 

Ipse Opifex rerum 9 rebus causa ipse creandis. 

Ipse Dei verbum, verbum Dcus, anticipator 
Mundi quem facturus erst; generatus in illo 
Tempore, quo tempos noodum fuit: editus ante, 

Quam jubar, et rutilus cerium illustraret eous: 

Quo sine nil actum, per quem facta omnia. , 

Da Pater invictam contra omnia crimina mentem, 

Vipereumque nefas nocitnri averte veneni. 

Sit satis, antequam serpens quod perdidit Evam, 

Deceptumque adjunxit Adam: nos sera nepotum 
Semina, veridicis *ta s prxdicta Prophetis, 

Vitemus laqueos, quos letifer implicat angitis. 
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Da Pater hsc nostro fieri rats vote precatu. 

NiKmetumm, cupiamque nihil, satis hoc rear esse. 

Quod satis est. Nil turpe velim, nee causa pudoris 
Sim mihi. Non faeiam cuiquam, quae tempore eodem. 

Nolim facta mihi. Neo vero crimine laedar. 

Nec maculer dubio. Paullum distrarc videtur 
Sus pectus vertque reus. Male posse facultas 
Nulla sit: at bene posse adsit tranquilla potestas. 

Sira tenui victu, atque habitu: sim cam s amicis. 

Ausonius, in his journal, marks the hour of dinner to be at 
1 1 o’clock, A. M. 

To some writers there has appeared so much of a Christian 
spirit in this effusion, that they have thought it necessary to take 
it from Ausonius in order to give it to St. Paulinus of Nola, whom 
they thought it better suited. 

Following the Efihemeridea we have the Parentalia ; that is 
to say, eulogies on the relations of the poet who were deceased, or 
tributes to their memory. It is divided into thirty chapters, with- 
out including the two short prefaces, one in prose and the other 
in verse, and contains, the eulogies of more than thirty persons. 
They are generally in elegiac verse. 

Ausonius composed them after his consulate, and even after 
he had quitted the court and retired to his seat in Saintonge. He. 
had been a widower, at the time, thirty-six years. We learn from 
this little piece, which is in prose, that Ausonius had already pub- 
lished some poetical pieces, when he composed this. He has so 
much modesty as to say that they were not much relished and to 
acknowledge the justice of the public taste. He had good reason 
to use this language in relation to his epigrams and similar effu- 
sions. As to the Parentalia he says neither the title nor the sub- 
ject is very inviting. It must, however, be admitted that they 
throw much light on the history of the fourth century. 

The Eulogies or Efiitafih* on the professors of Bourdeaux 
were not composed until after the Parentalia . They are even 
subsequent to the punishment of Eucrocia, wife of the poet Del- 
phidius, who was executed in 385. This collection contains 
twenty-four chapters, without including the brief preface which is 
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prefixed, or two short epilogues. We find in it eulogies 01 up- 
wards of thirty persons, expressed in verse of almost every mea- 
sure. The poet has treated strangers, who were taught at Bour- 
deaux, as natives of the place who had become professors else- 
where. He seems to have limited himself to the professors of the 
fourth century. He says expressly that only those who are dead 
are the subjects of his song; and he prays the reader to look less 
to the beauties of the composition, than to the evidence of his ve- 
neration for the learned men of his own country. He declares, 
moreover, that he does not undertake to treat of the advocates, the 
historians, the poets, the physicians, the philosophers; but simply 
the professors of grammar and rhetoric. It is certainly a loss in 
the literary history of France, that he did not devote his pen to 
these topics also. 

The Eulogies on the professors of Bourdeaux, are followed 
by Epitaph* on those heroes, who fell at the siege of Troy. This 
order is natural; since we are assured by Ausonius that the epi- 
taphs were added to the eulogies not as a series, but in order to 
prevent the former from being lost. He confesses that they are 10 
more than Latin translations from a Greek philologist. Thty 
amount to twenty-six in number: to which he has added twelve 
others on celebrated persons, such as Niobe the daughter of Tan- 
talus, Dido, Diogenes the Cynic, and others. These translations 
from the Greek are spoken of highly by the critics as possessing 
great ingenuity, spirit, and elegance. There is nothing in this 
collection to indicate its date. 

Nor do we find any thing by which we can ascertain the age 
of the Cffsar* of Ausonius. 

It should seem that they are among the earliest productions 
of his muse, as they are addressed to Hesperus, his son. He 
was apparently very young when Ausonius composed these verses, 
in order to give him some idea of the history of the emperors. 
Accordingly he represents in twelve verses the series of twelve 
Caesars, whose history has been written by Suetonius. In twelve 
othu&yerses he traces the period of the reign of each, and in a 
similar "humber he describes the death of each. Afterwards he 
describes, in as many quatrains of elegiac verse, the character of all 
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the emperors, from Julius Caesar to the time when be composed 
this poetical history. What remains to us comes no lower than 
.the reign of Heliogabalus, of whom we have only two verses. 

The Celebrated Cities is another work of Ausonius, in which, 
in fourteen chapters, or articles composed in heroic, he has sung 
the praises, and sometimes given a description of seventeen towns. 
They are ranked in the following manner: Rome, Constantinople, 
Carthage, Antioch, Alexandria, Treves, Milan, Capua, Aquileia, 
Arles, Lerida , Athens, Catania, Syracuse, Toulouse, Narbone, 
and Bourdeaux. The article of Rome contains but a single verse: 
but he enlarges much more upon Bourdeaux, as the place of his 
birth, than upon the ether cities. He does not forget the good 
whies of his country. He says that he had been consul here as at 
Rome; by which we are to understand some charge in the police, 
which is elsewhere, called duumvir, and which still retains the 
name of the consulate in some towns of Guienne. 

The Seven Sages is inverse, of different measures, and is 
addressed to Latinus Pacatus Drepamus, proconsul, in a short 
letter in elegiac verse. In this effusion the author has contrived 
to interweave all the fine sentiments of the ancient sages which 
tend to promote virtue. He introduces each of them separately 
aid puts in his mouth the lessons which he formerly taught. He 
has not forgotten the principles of natural philosophy, as they 
were understood in those days; and are to be gleaned from the 
writings of Pythagoras, Zeno, Epicurus, and some others. A few 
errors are discovered in some places, but they are not consi- 
derable. 

KT 


FOR THE PORT FOLIO— THE ADVERSARIA. 

Thus in delight my winter evenings roll. 

It is the opinion of honest old Roger Ascham that u although 
Carmen Hexametrum doth rather trot and hobble, than run 
smoothly in our English tongue; yet I am sure,” he continues, 
“ our English tongue will receive Carmen Iambicum as naturally 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



THE ADVERSARIA* 


49 


as either Greek or Latin. But for ignorance men cannot like, 
and for idleness men will not labour, to come to any perfection 
at all.” 

This Milton well understood, as indeed he did every thing 
else worth knowing in the whole compass of learning. He that 
reads him with right judgment will easily observe what use he 
makes of the Iambic, and hew frequently in the second place, to 
give strength and firmness to his verse. For example, 

Part on the plain, or in the air sublime. 

Upon the wing, or m swift race contend; 

As at th* Olympian games, or Pythian fields. 

And a little after, in this sweet verse, where all the feet, except 
the fourth, are Iambics: 

For eloquence the soul, song charms the sense. 

What follows in the page of this learned old gentleman is 
not less true at the present time than it was in his day. “ For as 
the worthy poets in Athens and Rome, were more careful to sa- 
tisfy the judgment of one learned, than rash in pleasing the hu- 
mour of a rude multitude: even so, if men in England now had 
the Hke reverend regard to learning, skill and judgment, and durst 
not presume to write, except they came with the like learning, 
and also did use like diligence in searching out, not only just 
measure in every metre (as every ignorant person may easily do) 
but also true quantity in every foot and syllable, (as only the learned 
shall be able to do, and as the Greeks and Romans were wont to 
do) surely then rash ignorant heads, which new can easily reckon 
np fourteen syllables, and easily stumble on every rhyme, either 
durst not for lack of such learning, or else would not, in avoiding 
such labour, be so busy, as every where they be; and shops in 
London should not be so full of lewd and rude rhymes, as com- 
monly they are. But now the ripest ef tongue be readiest to 
write. And many daily in setting out books, and ballads , make 
great show of blossoms and budsi in whom is neither root of learn* 
ingy nor fruit of wisdom at all” 

If Ascham had lived in our time he could not have more 
accurately described the rage for the buds of “ Della Crusca” 
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$uid the blossoms of “ Matilda:” when the good old English bul- 
lion is driven from our closets to make room for the puerilities 
of Bloomfield and the mawkish insipidity of Wordsworth. Shak- 
speare well understood the character of his countrymen when he 
said that novelty was only in request among them. We can all 
remember, that at the time when the schemes of the great dis- 
turber of the world were contemplated with a serious eye, gnd all 
hearts were united to repel the projected invasion of England; at 
such a moment, when every thing connected with the dearest 
feelings of our nature was in jeopardy, the chalky cliffs were de- 
serted, and all ranks of people flocked to London-~-to listen to the 
pulings of Master Betty! And now the trained-band captains of 
famous London town are rocking Joanna Southcote’s cradle to the 
lullaby of 

The sea is Britain’s wide domain 

And not a flag but by permission sails—- 

though the spirit of American emulation vexes every wave, and 
the howlings of the northern blast are silenced by her victorious 
cannon. 

Whence arises this strange instability of character, in a na- 
tion proverbial for its obstinacy? Is it owing to a proud consci- 
ousness of superiority and security? Yes, this is the great secret 
of English success in arts and in arms: and it affords an invaluable 
lesson to American youth. This delusion once destroyed, we 
meet them on equal terms. That which the mind wills, in most 
cases, it must accomplish. The poet was not rash when he pro- 
nounced these words: 

Speak the commanding words, I will; and it is done. 

Without penetrating further into a question, the discussion 
of which is not suited to the pages of a literary journal, we may 
admit Ascham to defend his country against an imputation which 
the mind, dwelling upon the present renown of English arts and 
English literature can scarcely admit, could ever have been just. 

“ And here, for my pleasure, I purpose a little by the way, 
to play and sport with my master Tully; from whom commonly 
I am never wont to dissent. He himself for this point of learn- 
ing) (metre) in his verses doth sometimes halt a little, by his 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



THE ADVERSARIA. 


51 


leave. He could not deny it if he were alive; nor those defend 
him now that love him best. This fault I lay to his charge: be- 
cause once it pleased him, though somewhat merrily, yet over- 
courteously, to rail upon poor England, objecting both extreme 
beggary, and meer barbarousness unto it, writing thus unto his 
friend Atticus: There is not one scruple of silver in that whole 
isle; or any one that knoweth either learning or letter . Cic. lib. 4. 
Ep. ad Att. ep. 1 6- 

“ But now master Cicero, blessed be God, and his son Jesus 
Christ, whom you never knew, except it were as it pleased Him 
to enlighten you by some shadow, as covertly in one place you 
confess, saying, veritatis tantum umbram consectamur , as your 
master Plato did before you: blessed be God, I say, that sixteen 
hundred years after you were dead and gone, it may truly be said, 
that for silver, there is more comely plate in one city of England, 
than is in four of the proudest cities in all Italy, and take Rome for 
one of them: and for learning, beside the knowledge of all learned 
tongues, and liberal sciences, even your own books, Cicero , be as 
well read, and your excellent eloquence is as well liked and loved, 
and as truly followed in England at this day, as it is now, or ever 
was since your own time, in any place of Italy, either at Arpinum 
where you was born, or else at Rome, where you was (were) 
brought up. And a little to brag with you, Cicero, where you 
yourself, by your leave, halted in some point of learning in your 
own tongue, many in England at this day go straight up, both in 
true skill, and right doing therein/ 9 

The argumentum ad homincm, which the pedagogue here 
uses so adroitly, was once practised in a similar manner, by one 
of our own scholars, though with greater success, because he had 
an opportunity to vindicate his country, in an interview with the 
person who manifested the grossest ignorance of the subject. 
u Why what do you know in America?* 9 said Dr- Johnson to 
Dr. Ewing, about the commencement of the revolution-*-** you 
have no books/* u Oh! pardon me sir!** returned t be American, 
in a compliment, not less elegant than just, 44 we have just printed 
the Rambler/** It is needless to say that the Ursu9 Major of 

* See u Life of Dr. Ewing” prefixed to hi* Lectures on National Philosophy* 
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British literature was propitiated by this flattering evidence of our 
discrimination and intelligence. 

The editors of the Quarterly Review not long ago lost sight 
of an American publication under review to copy all the effu- 
sions of malevolence, misrepresentation, and ignorance which 
they could find, against American taste, customs, morality, and 
literature. They talk of pur mobs, though science had plead in. 
vain, on her shores, for the decisions of Mansfield and the disco- 
veries of Priestley: and rail at our demagogues, as if the slumbers 
of London had never been awakened by the yell of “ Wilkes and 
Liberty,” or her tower had never been willing to discharge a pri- 
soner at the back door, while its peaceful guns reverberated to the 
cry of “ Burdett forever.” 

I say not these things in anger, but in sorrow. However 
we may have been disgraced by ignorance, vulgarity, and folly, 
these gentlemen may he assured, that with regard to our lan- 
guage we can travel not only from county to county, but from 
state to state, without requiring the aid of an interpreter; and the 
state of our morals is such that we need not carry hostile wea- 
pons or implore the protection of a military guard on our high- 
ways. The criminal calendar of the whole United States for one 
year, I venture to say, will not exhibit as black a catalogue of 
enormous crimes as the annals of one session at Old Bailey. 

But without entering into a parallel in which a benevolent 
mind cannot indulge with any pleasure, let us look forward to the 
« piping times” of peace, when our only emulation shall be di- 
rected to those arts and those virtues which adorn our nature and 
fit us for another and a better state. 

An obstinate man, says an old black-lettered gentleman, 
does not hold opinions, but they him; for when he is once pos- 
sessed with an error, ’tis like the devil, not to be cast out but with 
great difficulty. Whatsoever he lays hold on, like a drowning 
man, he never loses, though it do but help to sink him the sooner. 
His ignorance is abrupt and inaccessible, impregnable both by 
art and nature, and will hold out to the last, though it has nothing 
but rubbish to defend. It is as dark as pitch, and sticks as fast 
to any thing it lays hold on. His skull is so thick, that it is proof 
against any reason, and never cracks but on the wrong side, just 
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opposite to that against which the impression is made, which 
surgeons say does happen Tery frequently. The slighter and 
more inconsistent’ his opinions are, the faster he holds them, other- 
wise they would fall asunder thetnselvesi for opfoktti* that are 
false ought to be held with more strictness and assurance than 
those that are true, otherwise they will be apt to betray their 
owners before they are aware. If he takes to religion he has 
faith enough to save an hundred wiser men than himself, if it 
were tight; but it is too much to be good; and though he deny 
supererogation, and utterly disclaim any overplus of merits, yet 
he allows superabundant belief, and if the violence of faith will 
carry the kingdom of heaven, he stands fair for it. He delights, 
most of all, to differ in things most indifferent; no matter how fri- 
volous they are, they are weighty enough in proportion to his 
weak judgment, and he will rather suffer self-martyrdom than part 
with the least scruple of his freehold; for it is impossible to dye 
fab dark ignorance into a weaker colour. He b resolved to un- 
derstand no man’s reason but hb own, because he finds no man 
can find hb but himself. His wits are like a sack, which the 
French proverb says, is tied foster before it is filled than when 
it b full, and hb opinions are like plants that grow upon rocks, 
that stick fast though they have no rooting. His understanding 
is like Pharaoh’s heart, and b proof against all sorts of judgments 
whatsoever. 

While the doctrine of het aliation is so much talked of, the 
point of the following anecdote will be felt. Henry VIII intend- 
ing to send a nobleman on an embassy to Francis I, with a severe 
menace, the latter begged to be excused, saying that such a mes- 
sage to so hot a prince might cost him his life. — w Fear not,” said 
old Harry, “ if the French king should offer to take away your 
life, I would revenge you by taking off the heads of many French- 
men now in my power .”— # But of all these heads, replied the 
Frenchman, there may not be— one to fit my shoulders.” 

Athenxus (lib. x. p. 441 E.) informs us that Alexis says ele- 
gantly or beautifully (««***,) you drink and don’t vomit. Da- 
lechamp here, however, shows us with references to Celsus, c. 3. 
1. and Plin. c. 53. 11. and cap. 3. 26. the superior excellence of 
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the ancients in gluttony. , After much eating and drinking it was 
customary to have recourse to an emetic 9 either through luxury? 
that they might have a greater appetite afterwards, or for the be- 
nefit of their health, to remove the crudities of the stomach. This- 
Alexis seems to have been a very sober poet, for .he .elsewhere 
affirms that of all evils drunkenness is the greatest and most pqr-* 
nicious to mankind. Much wine is the parent of much sin. And 
to proceed: T* wofstutt t% ru pub w#» yitilmt, p. 444. B .from ebri - 
ety proceeds madness,* as our bedlams can testify. But what of 
all this? Do men err here through ignorance? No; then every 
sort of advice or information on the subject is vain, and the whole 
comes at last to this old maxim, too applicable to man in all his 
deviations from the line of rectitude: 

We know the right and still the wrong pursue. 

Wine, however, has many virtues, and full as many eulogists, 
who by no means imitate those who preach what they do not 
practice, and like a finger-post (&3*) or, as they sarcastically cal! 
it in New-England, a parson, to point the road they never travel. 
Its doubling power has frequently been sung, but it has also an 
ex nihilo creative faculty, which Athene us shall describe, p. 445. 
F. At a symposium ( ahgiice row, bout, blow-out, frolic, 8cc.) some 
one, seeing the wife of Anacharsis, said “ O, Anacharsis, thou 
hast married an ugly woman.” w So it seems to me,” he replied; 
M therefore, boy, mix me a cup of purer, i. e. stronger wine, that 
I may make her handsome.” Is not this a potent virtue? And 
can it be credible that wives are sometimes heard to complain of 
their husband's drinking? Rather let them join chorus with Ion, 
the Chian, and sing T*f fluriXtvi •/*•$, wine is the king of 

good things! P. 447. E. 

Alcetas, as great a bibber as any of our Madeira men, was 
honoured with the cognomen of Xms, The Funnel; which seems 
to have given Addison the hint of a name for a toper in the Specta- 
tor, No. 569. “ I was the other day with honest Will Funnel, 
the West Saxon , who was reckoning up how much liquor had 
passed through him in the last twenty years of his life, which, 
according to computation, amounted to twenty -three hogsheads 
of October, four tons of port, half a kilderkin of small beer, nine- 

* See f asaub. p. 738. 
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teen barrels of cyder and three glasses of champaigne; besides 
which he had assisted at four hundred bowls of punch, not to 
mention sips, drams, and whets without number.” The decay of 
moUturc in our globe is ascribed, says he, to the growth of vege- 
tables, but he wittily attributes it to men, who, compared with 
their fellow creatures, drink much more than comes to their share! 

The eleventh book treating of cups naturally follows what 
has preceded. Casaubon tells us that the ancients in their sympo- 
siums used wine for three purposes — necessity, pleasure, and piety. 
Through necessity during, and for pleasure, and in libations to the 
Gods after, the repast. It seems to me, says he, not to be badly 
said, that a great cup is a silver well; and such he appears to 
think must have been the measure given by Ulysses to the Cy- 
clops, or three of then* could not have so overcome the monster. 

The elegancies and delights of an ancient convivial board, are 
well described in D. E. F. p. 462. Here is the jovial line: 

Utwftt9, 7reugnf*4f 9 it* ha fxfr B. 463. (( Bibamusy luda* 

mus, tota nocte cantemus.” 

Let us drink, let us sport; all night let us sing! 

Hanc tua Penelope lento tibi mittit, Ulysse 

Nil mihi rescribas attamen, ipse veni. 

The critics, as may be seen by consulting professor Burman’s 
edition, differ extremely in pointing and reading the second line. 
In Dowza’s MS. it was non for nil which gives room for this jo- 
cular construction— and which all married ladies will join me in 
paying is in the true one: 

Tins to Ulyas, absent too long from home, 

Penelope sends; write me no butt, but come. 

A bachelor of arts reading the first lesson, Gen. ii. spoke the 
second syllable short in the word Euphrates; upon which the fol- 
lowing epigram was made: 

Venit ad Euphratem, subitd perterritus hxsit; 

Transeat ut melius, corripuU flumen. 

When he came to the river he was frightened; and in order that he 
might get over it more easily he abridged it. 
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As bsauty depends so much upon ides and difference of taste, 
it can never be defined in a manner truly satisfactory to all parties. 
While some insist that it depends not upon a certain set of fea- 
tures, however truly lined, others declare that beauty is composed 
of true harmony and proportion. Beauty has been rendered in- 
tricate, whereas it is one of the most simple of all ideas; it is on- 
ly keeping close to nature, and every difficulty in its composition 
will be lost Hogarth’s principles of beauty are; fitness, variety, 
uniformity, simplicity, intricacy and quantity. Mr. Thompson, in 
his Elements, thinks it the result of six different accidents, each 
of which is a distinct beauty of itself, and consequently communi- 
cates that peculiar beauty to which it is joined. 

Burke is of opinion that neither proportion, fitness, nor per- 
fection, are real causes of beauty. According to him, its re- 
quisites are smallness, smoothness, variety in the direction of the 
parts, and melted in each other, delicacy without strength, and co- 
lours clear and bright. 

Beauty may be divided into two departments; the sublime, 
and what may be styled the harmonic; they are totally different 
from each other in effect, and are the peculiar distinctions of the 
two sexes. In proportion, as the male partakes of the harmonic, 
so much does he lose in dignity; and the more the female acquires 
of the sublime, the more she loses in sweetness and delicacy, and 
the chief characteristics of her order. 

Strict proportion, the first principle of the sublime, is seldom 
seen, except in pictures and statues, and being the result more of 
reason than of nature, is more applicable to the reflective sex. 
Burke, in reasoning by analogy, led himself into a gross error in 
supposing that proportion was not a real cause of beauty, where- 
as, in the sublime order, it is the most distinguishing point. Beau- 
ty, says a Spanish author, translated by Southey, 

Rightly defined, is symmetry of parts. 

And where that symmetry of parts exists. 

There is the figure perfect. 

Expression is likewise a grand assistant; it was the error of 
Guido to be so extremely solicitous in attiring his figure/with 
beauty (cold and artificial) that he never consulted the temper or 
disposition of his subject, and thereby rendered most of his pieces 
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insipid and unintelligible to the mind’s eye, by their want of ex- 
pression. The forehead is the seat of majesty; the eye and eye- 
brows those of expression. Without this distinguishing requisite, 
'the most perfect symmetry loses its effect— 

For what are all 

The forms that brute unconscious matter wears. 

Greatness of bulk, or symmetry of parts? 

Not reaching to the heart, soon feeble grows 
The superficial impulse; dull their charms. 

And satiate soon, and pall the languid eye. 

Jlkeniide. 

Grace is analogous to elegance; it may be called elegance 
in grandeur, and consists in that certain fitness of doing things, so 
seldom acquired, and belongs to attitude and motion. In this, 
more than in any other, the sublime connects itself with the har- 
monic, and, by blending the austere graces of Michael Angelo 
with the more soft and finished colouring of Titian, renders the 
possessor more agreeable to the delicate taste of the softer sex. 

The harmonic consists in shape, smoothness and colour. The 
beauty of shape consists in its symmetry, the proper disposition of 
every part, and a judicious melting into an entire whole. The 
figure rather inclining to the diminutive, than height: the head 
small, the neck straight, flexible, and rather long, increasing in 
size and whiteness towards the bosom; the bosom well divided, 
the breasts rising gently, round, and firm, and their natural white- 
ness heightened by a few blue swelling veins; the shoulders gen- 
tly spread, with some appearance of strength. 

Smoothness is particularly requisite in the harmonic, as it 
gives an air of delicacy to the most ill-made form. 

The beauty of colour is so imposing, that colour, with some, 
is synonymous with beauty. The variety of beauty is in the head 
and the face; the beauty of the rest of the body is in its uniformity 
of white. To begin with the hair: — the colour of the hair is ac- 
cording to taste; the Romans were particularly partial to red— 

Cui flavam religas comam, 

Simplex munditiis? 

So were the Greeks; but Anacreon appears to have preferred black, 
as appears in his twenty-eighth Ode. 
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The length of the hair, too, is subject to the same ordeal. 
The ancients were so sensible of the beauty which it gives to the 
countenance, that they seldom adorned it, unless upon particular po- 
litical occasions. Although a black-coloured hair is particularly 
calculated to set off the whiteness of the skin, I do not hesitate to 
give the preference to a light brown, full, and waving carelessly 
in unpremeditated ringlets. 

The forehead, being the largest part .of the face, should be 
small, smooth, and open, with a gently rising eminence, and the 
eyebrows, formed by nature to protect the eye, well divided, broad* 
and freely, not stiffly arched. 

The eyes, speaking a language more delicate than the tongue, 
should be full of expressive eloquence, and either blue, hazel, or 
black: the beauty of the eye consists chiefly in its languor or 
briskness. In the first there is more sweetness and delicacy; in the 
latter more vivacity and expression. When once the languid eye 
makes itself understood, its expressions are deep and lasting; the 
other, surprising by its splendour, and dazzling by its vivacity, 
loses its effect by the quickness of the cause. 

The cheeks require to be soft and plump, with an air of de- 
licate health richly tinted with vermillion colour. 

The nose placed exactly in the centre of the face, mounting 
abruptly, with an imperceptible rising upon its top. 

The beauty of the mouth are the teeth and lips. The teeth 
should be rather long, narrow, and highly polished; the lips, pouting 
with a living redness. ’Tis in the lips, as Ariosto says, 

That these soft words are formed, whose power detains 
Th* obdurate soul in Love’s alluring chains. 

»Tis here the smiles receive their infant birth. 

Whose sweets reveal a Paradise on earth. — b. 7. 1. 89. 

The chin, small, white, soft and decorated with dimples. The po- 
ets generally made the chin the seat of love; as in Drummond of 
Hauthornden, sonnet twenty-five. 

Who gazeth on the dimple of that chin. 

And finds not Venus* son intrench’d therein. 

And in the u Shepherd’s Tales” by Richard Brathwayte: 

a dimpled chin. 

Made for Love to lodge him in. 
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And Matthew Prior: 

In her forehead’s fair half round 
Love sits in open triumph crown'd: , 

He, in the dimples of her chin. 

In private state by friends is seen. 

Baltimore 1814. J. E H. 


Thb Broken Harp; Poems. By H. C. Knight. Philadelphia: John Con- 
rad & Co. 12mo. pp 180. 1815. 75 cents. 

The following review of the “ Broken Harp” is from the 
pen of a correspondent. The sentiments it contains are so near- 
ly in unison with our own, and therefore, as vte must of course 
believe, with truth and nature, that we cannot refuse it a place in 
The Port Folio. Ed. 

The first piece in this volume is a kind of dramatic poem 
called “ Earl Kandorf and Rosabelle, a Harper’s Tale;” and is 
written in that pace, trot, and canter measure which, however at- 
tractive to some, we do not admire. We presume it takes the 
precedence on account of its greater length; for although it con- 
tains some of the best, it also contains some of the worst poetry 
in the volume. 

The Tale, which is sung by a harper to a company of youths and maid- 
ens, who are assembled on the village green, to dance around the maypole, 
on the moonlight eve of a mayday, is this: — It opens with a furious thunder- 
storm, in Autumn, in Scotland — then appears a lonely cottage on a moor, 
and a crazy female is discerned, standing heedless at the gate, and no one 
there to take her in; for — 

- “ a little dark-hair’d boy is there alone. 

So affrighted, he stands like a burial-stone, 

To tell that his sire and sisters are gone.” 

It seems that she was betrothed to Kandorf from a child, and that he 
had been suddenly called to quell an incursion of marauders on the southern 
border. During his absence, Osroch, a cousin, who was a libertine, and 
wished to obtain possession of her person and estate, found means, by forged 
letters and artifices, to persuade Rosabelle that Kandorf had proved faith- 
less, and was afterwards defeated, and had shot himself Hence, brooding 
grief and mortification gradually broke down her delicate mind, and she 
wandered away to the heath, where we first find her. Here, amidst the fu- 
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ry of the elements, and while singing 1 a tender song, in which her mind al- 
ternates from grief to joy, on a sudden bounds a horseman across the heath, 
guided by the lightning and the gleamings from the cottage — he springs 
from his steed, and, as rushing to the door for shelter, her eye catches his 
figure and countenance, and is electrified. She has a momentary conscious, 
ness — It is Kandorf. It appears that he had received intimation of the trea- 
chery practised towards him, and, having quelled the invaders, was on the 
alert homeward to challenge Osroch, and to wed Rosabelle, but when with- 
in a few miles was bewildered by the night and by the tempest, and there 
met her. The shock was too great. After an agony of perturbation and sus- 
pense, he led her in, and begging for her a kind protection, remounts, and 
rushing toward Death-Peak Crags, which are within hearing, calls on Hea- 
ven, imprecates a curse on Osroch, and plunges headlong on horseback into 
the flood. We after learn that Rosabelle was borne home, where she soon 
died; and that the “ dying ban” fell on Osroch. 

The story possesses interest, being forcibly conceived and 
not badly told: but, like most others of the kind, we think it ex- 
travagant, and therefore somewhat inclining to the unnatural: it 
is at least in the highest style of romance. Why Kandorf should 
leave his Rosabelle without a protector, in the deplorable situa- 
tion in which she is represented, and precipitately rush to his end, 
we cannot tell. The act appears to us neither knightly nor ra- 
tional. Had he compelled himself to live, even in despite of his 
feelings of desperation, to reconduct Rosabelle to her paternal 
mansion, and to take vengeance on Osroch, he would then have 
aeemed at least better authorized to consult his inclination as to 
living or -dying. 

We shall give a few extracts of such parts of the poem as 
may be best detached. After Kandorf was called to the border 
war are the following lines: 

And red levin scorch that wretch’s sight. 

Who’s blind to scan his country’s right: 

And aliens bear his hurried bier. 

Who’s deaf his country’s call to hear; 

And blasted be his recreant name. 

Who glories in his country's shame! 

O sweet to die in tented field. 

When fighting for our fathers. 

Each arm a blade, each breast a shield. 

When stormy battle gathers; 
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When roaring lightning fires the plain, 

And hurtling spears and arrows rain! 

O sweet for native land to die. 

For those we hold most dear; 

Our dirge shall be a soldier’s sigh. 

Our meed a maiden’s tear; 

Our name embalm’d in memory. 

Be grateful theme for minstrelsy! 

The next extract is the description of Rosabelle’s bower. 

Lo, the bower, with deep alcove. 

Fit recess for the queen of love. 

The entrance is arched with the clust’ring vine. 

With broad leaves combining. 

Curl’d tendrils entwining. 

Wicker’d and checker’d with sweet woodbine. 

Festoon’d aloof. 

The sides and roof. 

And here and there inwoven fair. 

Fringing and flouncing, every climbing flower. 

That grows in Flora's land. 

Display’d as if by elfin hand, 
like hanging rainbows bending. 

Their hues and incense blending. 

To grace the lady of the bower. 

And, round the skirts, there scatter’d blow. 

As genial months successive glow. 

Snow-drops white, blue wood-hare-bells. 

Cowslips pale, gold asphodels. 

Green amaranth, and jessamine. 

Dark hyacinths, and eglantine. 

And, like coquets, of charms profuse. 

The holly, and the fleur-de-luce. 

Boses with tinge like maiden’s cheek. 

When parents on love’s wooings break; 

And lilies, as a maiden pale. 

When lovers’ assignations fail; 

And hiding daisies, violets seen. 

Like bashful virgins in their teen. 

Here, down the vale, at early day, 

Each hawthorn bough and little spray, 

Troll’d with an unseen roundelay. 
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This was the bower of Bos&belle, 

Where K&ndorf bade his last farewell. 

And where, when gone, she wont to hie. 

And smile, and watch the glance of love, 

And let her whole soul, reflected, fly 
From the blue heaven of her eye, 

When Fancy plac'd her lover by. 

And then, awaking, she would sigh. 

To find her bliss ideal prove. 

Hush! I hear her ardent song. 

As impatient borne along:”— 

" Perchance is now stiffen’d that hand, 

“ That mine could so tenderly press; 

* And hush’d are the breathings so bland, 

“ That did vows and devotion confess. 

“ And quench’d is the beam in that eye, 

“ That wak’d in my bosom such flame; 

« And throbless the heart to reply, 

“ At the mention of RosabeUe’s name. 

“ ’Tis strange to a feminine mind, 

“ That man against man can be foe; 

“ Wild beasts of the wood to their kind, 

“ More reason and lenity show. 

<*,Come Kandorf, come Kandorf, I pray, 

“ My sad apprehensions to quell; 

* If wounded, I by thee will stay, 

“ And thy nurse be thy own Rosabelle.” 

The following is Rosabellc's crazy song, when dishevelled in 
the storm on the moor: 

“ Oh! who will find his grave for me? 

M Til plant a little cypress tree! 

“ My bosom, restless as the billow, 

“ Shall find his grave a soothing pillow. 

“ My kindred shall not bind me; 

“ My parents shall not find me; 

« Yet ever I’ll be there, 

“ Though lightnings crimson glare, 

“ Though thunders rend the air, 

“ To chant my requiem prayer, 
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“ And to guard the cypress tree. 

“ O! were he false or true, 

“ My love is ever new, 

“ And his cold sod for my couch shall be! 

“ Come, come to my wedding, 

“ Oh make no delaying, ’ • 

“ The minstrels are playing, 

“ The guests they are staying, 

,r Oh! come to my wedding! 

w Chill, chill, blow the winds, but my love keeps me warm, 
u His arms twine around mfc, and keep me from harm! 

“ And did he bleed? 

M And did he die? 

“ Oh! I pray you find his grave for me! 

“ And I will speed, 

" And I will fly, 

“ And his cold sod for my couch shall be!” 

The last specimen from this piece is the death of Kandorf. 

Now on the Crag’s extremes! verge. 

Resolved his headlong pass to urge. 

And steed and man in the flood immerge; 

In the frenzy of despair he cries:— 

u Just Heaven forgive, 

“ For Rosabella is dead, then wherefore should I live? 
u For where she trod — ’twas Paradise about her! 
u And the whole world’s a wilderness without her! 

“ My father! — no more you Kandorf see! 

“ My mother! — break not your heart for me! 

“ A wo on the seer whose’ augury told 
“ Your son in years should not grow old! 
u My dying ban on Osroch/— 

“ Now Death for a bride shall Kandorf wed; 

“ And my Hymen -torch be the lightnings red; 

“And my nuptial song be the winds o’er my head* 

44 And the billows below be my bridal bed! 

“ O Heaven! — take Rosabelle!” 

His steed hath plung’d down the dizzy steep! 

Earl Kandorf sleeps — 

Brave Kandorf sleeps — where the dead all sleep! 

The next piece is the Grave, written in the heroic metre, 
which, although in some parts crude and harsh, is in general vi- 
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gorous and well expressed. The following is descriptive of death 
in war: 


Lo! myriads; vaulting in their crimson cars. 

Hush to promiscuous death in impious wars. 

Where sulphurous smoke o’erwhelms them like a flood. 

And leaves them weltering the red-sea of blood? 

Where rival arms the fate of nations urge. 

And battle’s roar reverberates their dirge; ' - 
Where writhing bodies strew the ensanguined ground; 

Their life escaping through the unsealed wound; 

To whom no aid medicinal is given, 

Nor parting prayer to point the soul to heaven. 

The next, the death of Elmira. 

Mark yonder couch — there lies a lovely maid; 

See on her cheek health’s fair complexion hide. 

See the last farewells light her sunken eye. 

And hear, heart-rending sound, her anguished sigh. 

Now faint, more faint, her pulses loathly play. 

And sinking Nature, struggling yields her sway. 

Lo, where she pined — rich tapestry o’erspread — 

A simple sod now makes Elmira’s bed! 

Her part ethereal flitted through the air, 

But left no trace that we may argue where. 

Would some kind soul her travell’d space return. 

Then might we know what we should fear to learn. 

But so intense, acute, their joy or pain. 

Once gone, they fail to visit earth again. 

The last we have room to extract is the Contrast between 
Heaven and Hell. 

Death sinks the sinner down Despair’s abyss. 

And wafts the saint to ever-during bliss. 

Here Jealousy no bloody feuds incites. 

Nor Envy, with her writlien adders, bites. 

Here heats and colds, intensive, never rage. 

Nor pains, nor fears, consummate joys assuage. 

But, free from hatred, want, remorse, alarms. 

Pervading love the absorbent spirit warms. 

And hence their bliss enhances, that they know, 

Joys more sublimed as they more perfect grow. 
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There frighted at themselves, they fain would flee. 

And die more powerful death— no more to be. 

But still their consciences, like spectres, haunt. 

And pride and lust, in scornful vengeance taunt. 

Poisons their viands, drop by drop, distil. 

Provocatives to death, which fail to kill. 

He morse awakes, and darts her pungent stings, 

And Hope to grim Despair her visor flings. 

While imps now aid their vision through the gloom, 

To glimpse at glories which the saints illume. 

Keen torture this! — severest, last of woes. 

Which Heaven inflicts on unrelenting foes. 

The only other poem of this measure of any length is called 
Itowley Woods. We can .afford but a few lines, which we think 
have high merit The following, addressed by the author to his 
brother, appeal for their truth to the heart of many a student. 

Thou know'st the frenzies of the sons of song. 

Their pride of right, their jealousy of wrong; 

The throbbing temple, and the burning eye. 

The sinking of the heart, the wasting sigh. 

The starts in bed, the peaceful sleep denied. 

The nervous hand, and .twinges in the side. 

Thou know’st I ne’er was born to get or save— 

That this poor Broken Harp is all 1 have! 

The following description of winter scenery — the ice on tfy» 
trees, and the woodman — are, we think, very fine; the line in Italics 
an excellent example of representative harmony. 

When Winter comes, with purpled nose and hands. 

And shakes his flaky locks, and snows the lands; 

How bright at mom, when nightly drizzling* freeze. 

The fairy paradise of glassy trees. 

Prismatic beam, and crackle in the breeze. 

Hark! hollowing to his team, the woodman, slow. 

Jogs, till the axe redoubles, blow on blow; 

Stiff stands the trunk, 'till cleft at last in sunder. 

Cracking, it craohet, vith a ehock Uke thunder. 

Echo, affrighted, bends her wondering ear. 

And groans responses from her grotto near. 

So stands the veteran, when his foes assail. 

Greatly he falls, and echoing moans bewail. 
vol. i. i 
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The volume contains a revised edition of 44 The Sciences in 
Masquerade,” and the author’s w National Ode,” both of which 
have been heretofore favourably noticed in this journal. As the 
former, however, occupies about twenty pages, and is, in our opi- 
nion, one of the best poems in the book, we shall give a few fur- 
ther specimens, in preference to noticing others of inferiority. 

Of Hebrew, talk’d by Adam and Eve, 

The importance who does not perceive? 

The tongue like quails and manna given. 

And spoke, as Hebraists say, in Heaven. 

Yet there are sceptics seem to think 
Some spiders dipp’d their toes in ink. 

And setting up their antic capers. 

Left Hebrew letters on some papers. 

This language at the end begins. 

So, losing ground, the learner wins. 

Thus boatmen, delving as they row. 

While backward bending, forward go. 

Thus, on the ram, did Jinny Shore 
Hide penance, with her back before. 

He, who would for soul-doctor fit. 

In Hebrew should con Holy- Writ. 

But lest it rive young throats asunder. 

First, daily gargle guttural thunder; 

Your pipes with treacle lubricate, 

• Dry cherry-stones your larynx grate. 

Or often retell to eructate. 

A Lord High Bishop, I might cite. 

Who fil’d his teeth to brogue it right. 

Yet of the accent we’re bereft, 

8ince Adam no Chaldee grammar left. 

This language simple needs short time. 

When well digested a paradigm. 

Well plant the rooti, I shrewdly guess. 

Twill foliate, and effloresce. 

Now from these defunct regions fly. 

To fertilized Geography. 

This dirty earth -ball, how it rolls 
Upon its axle-tree — the poles. 

Not by two devils, grim and lank. 

Turn’d, as some think, with iron crank. 
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How it, by counter-buffets driven. 

Wheels through the great cart-road of heaven. 
How, bowling in circumfluent void. 

It seems a huge soap-bubble buoy’d. 

How 'volving to the sun 'tis fitted. 

As to the fire a porket spitted. 

How shap'd like orange, not pancake, 

The seas enwrcath it like a snake. 

With liquid lava central shut. 

Like milk in shell of cocoa-nut. 

Or monstrous magnet at hs birth. 

Was plac'd to draw men’s legs to earth. 

How sedentary man’s a rover. 

And once a day his heels head over. 

And how our fathers never knew 
The earth had any thing to do; 

But thought 'twas indolent as they. 

Standing stock still the live-long day. 

What isle like tyrant’s heart is rounded; 
What clime like boot and spur is bounded; 
How Wales was named from bleating goat; 
And how somes isles, like krakens, float. 
And in what cringing, roasting spots, 
Kamtschatkans doze, or Hottentots. 

And how a land in Scythia shows 
Natives with heel* all arm'd with toe*. 

Why ezplorators lose their way so. 

In Andes' night-cap — Chimborazo. 

In Switzerland show cliffs outspread. 

Rough as the rocks in Marblehead. 

Where glaciers piled on glaciers gleam. 

And cool the blood without ice-cream. 
Circassian girls show half as fair. 

As nymphs in Philadelphia are. 

And in and south of our Virginia, 

Exotics show from coast of Guinea. 

And where are found the prairie dogs, 
Mammoths, bone-licks, and horned frogs. 

Now Metaphysics, if you please; 

Of mind the thin hypotheses; 

What ideal nations, rude, refin’d. 

People the regions of the mind. 

How, male or female, we conceive; 

From consciousness how we believe. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE BROKEN HARP. 


69 


And how association’s hook 
Bobs ideas from obliTion’s brook; 

How they in Indian file tag on. 

And in battalions form anon. 

Whether ideas have heads and tails. 

And whether females most, or males. 

And how, for truth, we never know 
If we’re awake, or dream were so; 

At least, my consciousness’ so slight, 

1 seem to sleep while now I write. 

How mind, though higher in life’s station* 

Is humble matter's near relation. 

But idealists no matter find. 

Materialists say there’s no sand/ 

So while they mould and melt each otlier, 

I think there’s neither one nor t’other. 

How effluvia sans fa$on fly, 

And daub a picture in your eye. 

How eternity's a circle wide; 

Time, line of points which coincide. 

Prove wit and judgment kindred are, 
Sterne-like by knobs, upon a chair; 

Though Johnson judgment, Garrick wit. 
Would sometimes have a breaching fit. 

Wit is a firework scintillating; 

Genius a warm sun radiating. 

That nature is with plenum full. 

Disprove by many a vacant scull; 

Besides, our stomachs oft repeat 
A gaunt necessity to eat. 

Now raise your eyes and thoughts on high. 
While we treat Ourako ghaphy. 

How mottled skies are overspread. 

Like patchwork curtains o’er a bed. 

Or huge umbrella over head. 

How like a pumpkin is tlje sun. 

Though somewhat bigger— ten to one. 

How peasants watch in fob despise 
Who have their sundial in the skies. 

And how the moon, in black adorning. 

Does for her sins oft go in mourning. 

How she tugs up the lazy tides; 

And over lunatics presides. 
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How on her face are countries many. 
Fertile as our iiini*i»n> 

How near Lake Niger, we can spy 
St Katy*s cliff-tops, one mile high. 
How they a fortnight wake and fight. 
And kick and snore a fortnight night 
How Venus ogles for a buss; 

And Saturn wears a monstrous truss. 
Bach planet round shows sattellxtes. 
As round a Czar his parasites. 

And how the music of the spheres. 
Which captivates ajsrial ears, 

Is-but the wrench of planets bowling, 
As creaks a sugar-hogshead ro lling , 
Show why the fixt-stars are so lazy; 
And why dishevelled comets crazy. 
How when we see a blazing star. 

The Moonites drop a lit cigar. 

How one-eyed day hath Cyclops 9 sight. 
And Argus blinking apes the night 
How day a circle’s segment curves; 
How noon for morn star-gazers serves. 
Disprove our note of time as vicious. 
By blunder of stupid Dionysius; 
Whose errors being so long repeated. 
Our Christian ora’s' four years cheated. 


There are sixteen pages of translations, which are in general 
done in a style creditable to the scholarship of the author. The 
following epigrams are all we have room to insert. 


Jncerti Avctori*:— i* fuuux fobmosuv. 

Bum dubitat Natura marem, focerdtne puellam, 
Factus es 6 pulcher pend puella puer. 

to a aiAVTxruz *0Y.—tInkn*wn. 

Whilst Nature doubted, lovely child. 

To make you boy or girl, so pretty; 

At length she form’d you both, and smil’d, 

A boy in sex, a girl in beauty. 
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BOBEFOKIX BASIUK 24 

Comparatiancm facit inter eemetipoum , et rosam rubentem et paUenUfm. 

En fiores tibi mitto discolores, 

Pallentemque rosam et rosam rubentem. 

Illam quum aspicies, miselli am antis, - 
Put a Pallidulos videre vultus: 

Quum tueberis hanc rubore tinctam, 

Putes igne rubens cor intueri. 

TWENTY-FOURTH KISS OF BONEFOXS. 

The Two Hog a — 

Of different hues, two roses see, 

My Pancharilla, pluck’d for thee. 

That, as thy breathing bosom fair. 

Shows me all pale with love and care; 

This, as thy fragrant lips so bright. 

Betrays me burning with thy slight. . 

As almost every poem in the volume is on a different sub- 
ject, or of a different metre, it is impossible to give any idea of 
Mr. Knight's manner, without copious extracts. Indeed that is 
one great fault. If he had spent the same time and labour in form- 
ing his style, he would have written better. Of the numerous 
shorter pieces, those which have the most merit are, we think, the 
latter part of the Ode on Genius; second part of Margaret Dwy; 
Orland and Emma, a ballad; Old AuntGyse; the Country Oven; 
Creation; and the Curse on Cheese, although of very different qua- 
lities, pathetic, ludicrous, and satirical. Of the others, let them 
go for what they are worth. For a sample of pathetic simplicity 
we give the latter stanza of the ballad. 

Next night, as in the George they sail’d, 

Not many leagues from home; 

While Orland in his hammock lay, 

A maid to him did come. 

Her face was pale, and eke her hands, 

Her robe was lily white: — 

Young Orland knew the stranger form. 

Though more than mortal bright. 

He swoon’d away, and lay awhile 
A kindred to the dead; 
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But when awak’d his pulse again. 

The spectre to him said:— 

€t Young man! I am your Emma, come 
“ From happier worlds to you; 

“ Fve travers’d o’er the seas afar, 

“ To bid you one adieu. 

w For more we never meet again, 
u On earth no more abide; 

“ That hour I saw my Or land's fate, 
u I plung'd me in the tide.” 

This said;— the form, it disappear’d. 

As in a stream of light: 

His vein-blood slowly crept, and chill, 

Until the morning bright 

Yet when the morrow to him came, 

He strove to smile in vain; 

Yet fain would think twere idle dream. 
Hatch'd in a feverish brain. 

For on the scroll in Emma’s hand. 

He spelt in crimson hue; 

“ Orland”— writ on the roll of Fate, 

And there saw— w Emma” — too. 

Now near the strand the 'vessel moors— 

“ Heave ye a’!”— the shore-boat buoys; 

The sight his boding fears o’ercomes. 

And forlorn hope o'erjoys; 

For mid the crowd, with outstretch'd arms, 
He spies his Emma stand; 

She pointed to the braided ring, 

That deck’d her lily hand. 

His heart the tarrying of the boat. 
Impetuous rush’d before; 

And, thoughtless, div’d he in the tide. 

To sooner gain the shore. 

He swam, I ween, two halsers length. 

While Emma saw him come, 

With joy and fear her bosom throbb’d 

— She little thought her doom! 

Now near he breasts the sturdy wave — 

Wo! wo! — the spectre dream! 
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Atf Alligator bit him twain — 

Blood-monster of the stream! 

His Emma saw the purple flood. 

That gush’d from Orland’s side; 

She thought she heard him “ Emma” shriek. 

And lost him in the tide. 

« O Orland! Oriand!” — Emma cried, 

«« To be thy bride, I crave; 

« O! take me, take me to thine arms, 

“ And wed me in the wave.” 

“ por I will share my Orland’s fate— 

« His Emma lov’d him true!” 

Then raised to Heaven her suppliant eyes. 

And, frantic, plung’d adieu. ^ 

Ah! hapless maid !— a long adieu! 

Farewell to Orland brave! 

The tender heart shall drop the tear. 

To swell your watery grave! 

The Curse on Cheese has much originality and spirit, min- 
gled with ludicrous satire. It is written in the favourite measure 
of Burns. 

In summing up the merits and demerits of the present vo- 
lume, our approbation is by no means unqualified. The subjects 
are too little suited to the public taste. The style is often con- 
densed and vigorous; but sometimes harsh and abrupt. Frequent- 
ly the author writes with great simplicity # and tenderness; then 
again with a kind of strangeness and affectation. Sometimes he 
is very fanciful, as in these lines from one of his pastorals, 

What pleasing gloom these twilight moonbeams make, 
Listening, in this side hedge, to insects' hum, 

Qr glimmering to illume their bowery dreams. 

But what must we think of this extravagance on the demise 
of a young lady? 

And when, uncag’d, her soul was flown away. 

Still did she look like sleeping Innocence. 

There might you see, on her cold lips, a smile. 

Sit like two little infant cherubim, 

Mbcking our grief, as envious of her joys. 
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In his serious pieces, he is apt to throw in some sentiment or 
simile, which turns the passage to ridicule, as in the horror of dy- 
ing he makes a lady say — 

To die — my blood creeps cold— never come back! 

O might I come, though thousand ages hence, 

And find my friends, or hear by le tei*d mail 
But never more to see these pleasant scenes, &c. 

So in Creation, he must needs deliberately destroy the subli- 
mity of the whole by a trifling conceit. 

And last, un match’d, without relation. 

Rose Man, prime lord of this creation. 

And Woman, lord of Man / 

Tliis was the world that sprang to light. 

From matter, lost in thickest night. 

Ere Death was born, or time his flight. 

To count the years began. 

So, in the Grave, he tells mothers to rejoice when they lose 
their infants. 

Happy ye mothers, to whom babes are given. 

Too ripe for earth, to be matur'd in heaven, &c. 

And, to cap the whole, in Kandorf and Rosabelle, after a 
pathetic part, he thus calls on our sympathies for the return of 
Rosabelle’s senses: — 

O! I pray ye to pray in your prayers when ye pray, &c. 

Now the author must himself have been sensible of these in- 
congruities. * They are rather the effect of a perverted taste or 
whim, than of a want of taste. We hope that time and reflection 
will cure him of his oddities and eccentricities, and make him, in 
his writings, call to his aid as much of correct taste and judgment 
as he possesses of genius. Should this be the case, and he continue 
perseveringly in his poetical career, it requires but a moderate 
share of discernment to perceive, that the period is not very dis- 
tant when he will be distinguished in the list of American poets. 


VOL. i. 
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FLO&A PHItADELFHIO^E. 

Prodromus, Plantarum quae hactenus exploratse fuere, quxque in ipso 
opere ulterius describentur, ezhibens enumerationem: or Prodromus of the 
Flora Philadelpfrica; exhibiting a list of ail the plants to be described in that 
wbrk, which have as yet been collected. 

Simul et jucunda et idonea dicere vitae. — Horace. 

By William P. C. Barton, M. D. Fellow of the College of Physicians of 
Philadelphia} member of the American Philosophical Society, 8tc. 

Although we do not profess ourselves sufficiently versed in 
the knowledge of botany to attempt a complete analysis of this 
work, we feel that it will be neither rash nor presuming in us, to 
express an opinion as to some of its qualities. Viewing it, as its 
title-page invites us to do, in the light of a mere Prodromus or 
precursor of a further treatise on the same subject, we think it 
a production of liberal promise. While the extent of its collec- 
tion and the correctness of its arrangement bear honourable testi- 
mony to the industry and intelligence of its author, there is not 
wanting in it sundry evidences that testify in favour of his perse- 
verance and zeal. On the whole, limited as it is, and somewhat 
hasty as appears to have been its preparation, We hope we do 
ip>t deceive ourselves in believing, that we perceive in it the efforts 
of a mind determined and qualified to attain to distinction in botani- 
cal science. 

Such is our opinion of the scientific merits of this production. 
Of its literary qualities we regret that we are unable to speak in 
stich favourable terms. 

IB the very title of his work, Dr. Barton has fallen into an error, 
if not in relation to classical correctness, certainly on* the score of 
elegant Latinity. To speak of it in the most moderate terms, 
" Phiiadclphica” is an uncommon word— not, We think, to be found 
in any certificate, diaploma, or other Latin production we have eter 
seen, except the title-page of oar author’s Prodromus. On the 
ground of authority and euphony, at least, both of which ought to 
be consultedon such an occasion, “ Flora Philadeiphiensis” should 
have been the title of the work. 

Cato Uticensis, Hannibal Carthageniensis, Washington Virgini- 
en&is, Franklin Pennsylvaniensis, Flora Londinensis, with a hun- 
dred other like forms of expression, known to be sanctioned as 
classically correct, are decisive on the subject. 
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The style of the preface, the only part in which a display of 
composition could be made, is neither elegant nor correct. We 
speak of this with the less reserve, as we think it not a little inferi- 
or to that of which the author has shown himself to be capable on 
former occasions. A part, at least, therefore, of its imperfections 
may well be considered the result of inattention — a literary fault 
which honest criticism can never pardon. 

Although the diction is free from impurities of 'language, 
and is in every part sufficiently perspicuous, the structure of ma- 
ny of the sentences is extremely bad. 

Of this description are the following: 

“ The zeal for the cultivation of botany, which is now so pre- 
valent among the citizens of Philadelphia, as well as the medical 
class of the University, renders a botanical vadk mecdm, for 
those who attend to this pursuit, a desideratum .” 

Although nothing short of an entire dissolution succeeded 
by a new and different reorganization could reduce this sentence 
to classical elegance, it would be somewhat amended, we think* 
by the following alteration: 

“ The zeal for the cultivation of botany which prevails} at 
present, among the citizens of Philadelphia, as well as among the 
medical students in the University of Pennsylvania, renders desi- 
rable a vade meoum in that branch of science for the use of those 
who are engaged in its pursuit” 

“ They will, of consequence , be described among those which 
are strictly the spontaneous growth of the neighbouring country, 
in the flora Philadelphia.” 

This sentence contains two palpable violations of correct 
writing. 44 Of consequence,” as here used, is a form of expres- 
sion inconsistent with the idiom of the English language; and 
the clause, 44 in the flora Philadelphia” is too far, an<l quite 
unnecessarily, separated from the participle 44 described.” The 
sentence should stand thus: 44 They will, consequently or, which 
would, perhaps, be still better, 44 They will, therefore , be describ- 
ed, in the flora philadelphica, among those which are strictly 
the spontaneous growth of the neighbouring country.” 

Again: 44 All these are continually presented to our observa- 
tions, and would inevitably be sought for in a local flora by the 
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student of botany, the amateurs of that science, and others, whose 
residence in the neighbourhood of their growth, renders them the 
objects of curiosity, of pleasure, or of use in any way .* 9 

Without particularly analyzing this sentence, we shall simply 
remark, that the three last words, w in any way 99 are entirely redund- 
ant; and that the whole would be much amended by the following 
construction: u All these are continually presented to our obser- 
vation, and will inevitably be sought for in a local flora by the 
student of botany, the amateur of that science, and such other per- 
sons as may, from residing in the neighbourhood of their growth, 
have learnt to consider them as objects of curiosity, pleasure, or 
use.” 

Did we regard Dr. Barton as a common scholar, we would 
have been less severe in our examination of his style. But know- 
ing him to be versed in classical and belles lcttres knowledge far 
beyond the generality of our writers, we perceive with the more 
regret and disappointment the errors in diction he has so careless- 
ly committed. 

If there be any authors on earth on whom it is more espe- 
cially incumbent than it is on others to study well their style of 
writings, they are those of the United States. Wherefore is it that 
our literary characters are among the last to contribute their part to 
shed a lustre over our country? But lately, and we were without 
an honourable name in arms: and so should we have been at this 
moment, but for the pre-eminent assiduity of our naval and milita- 
ry characters, in acquiring a knowledge of the art of war. 

We are yet without a name distinguished in letters. But this 
reproach must also pass away. In forming their style and man- 
ner, let our writers emulate the ambition, diligence and zeal that 
have so eminently characterized our gentlemen of the sword, and 
the object for which they contend must inevitably be attained. Ma- 
ny years cannot run their* course, till our country shall have be- 
come as renowned in literature, as she is in arms. Nor can we 
relinquish the belief, that, with the requisite attention to the cul- 
tivation of his talen s, and the improvement of his style, Dr. Bar- 
ton is destined to rank with those to whose labours we are to be 
indebted for so desirable an issue. 
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ORIGINAL POETRY .—FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 
PALESTINE— A POEM. 

SYNOPSIS. 

Lamentation over the miseries of Palestine— The guardian angels of the land 
invoked — Subject proposed — Present appearance of the country, with its pre- 
sent inhabitants, geographically described, beginning from the north— The 
Druses from their situation and importance first noticed— Contrast between the 
inhabitants of mountains and plains— Saracens and Bedouins (Nebaioth and Ke- 
dar) — Modern Jews*— Their degraded state of banishment— Appeal to the Al- 
mighty in their behalf, founded upon his miraculous interposition of old — their 
former greatness — David — Solomon, his splendour— Popular superstition about 
him — Improved state of the arts among the Jews — Their temple — Firmness of 
the Jews under misfortunes, derived principally from their hopes of a Messiah 
— His advent, miracles, crucifixion — Consequent punishment of the Jews, in the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, and total desolation of the country— 
Scenes of Christ’s sufferings, however, continue to be venerated — Pilgrimages 
— Holy Sepulchre — Empress Helena — Crusades — Nations which embarked in 
them described — English heroism — Edward the first— Richard Cceur de Lion— 
Palestine still the scene of English valour — Conclusion. 

Reft of thy sons, amid thy foes forlorn. 

Mourn, widow’d queen, forgotten Sion, mourn! 

Is this thy place, sad city, this thy throne 
Where the wild desert rears its craggy stone? 

While suns unblest their angry lustre fling. 

And wayworn pilgrims seek the scanty spring? 

Where now thy pomp which kings with envy view’d? 

Where now thy might which all those kings subdued? 

No martial myriads muster in thy gate. 

No suppliant nations in thy temple wait. 

No prophet bards, thy glittering courts among, 

Wake the full lyre, and swell the tide of song: 

But lawless Might, and meagre Want are there, 

And the quick -darting eye of restless Fear; 

While cold Oblivion, mid thy ruins laid, 

Folds his dark wing beneath the ivy shade. 

Ye guardian saints! ye warrior sons of Heaven, 

To whose high care Judaea’s state was given! 

O! wont of old, your nightly watch to keep, 

A host of gods, on Sion’s towering steep! 

If e’er your secret footsteps linger still 
By Siloa’s fount, or Tabor’s echoing hill; 

If e’er your songs on Salem’s glories dwell. 

And mourn the captive land you lov’d so well; 

(For oft, *tis said in Kedron’s palmy vale 
Mysterous barpings swell the midnight gale. 
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And blest a* balmy dews that Hermop cheep. 

Melt in soft cadence on the pilgrim’s ear,) 

Forgive, blest spirits, if a theme so high. 

Mock the weak notes of mortal minstrelsy! 

Yet might your aid this anxious breast inspire. 

With one faint spark of Milton’s seraph fire. 

Then should my Muse ascend with bolder flight. 

And wave her eagle-wing exulting in the light! 

O! happy once in Heaven’s peculiar love. 

Delight of men below, and saints above! 

Though, Salem, now, the spoiler’s ruffian hand 
Has loos’d his hell-hounds o’er thy wasted land; 

Though weak and whelm’d beneath the storms of fate. 

Thy house is left unto the desolates 
Though thy proud stones is cumbrous ruin (all. 

And seas of sand o’ertop the mouldering wall, 

Yet shall the Muse to Fancy’s ardent view 
Each shadowy trace of faded pomp renew; 

And, as the seer, on Piagah’a topmost brow, 

With glistening eye beheld the plain below. 

With prescient ardour drank the scented gale. 

And bade the opening glades of Canaan hail; 

Her eagle-eye shall scan the prospect wide. 

From Carmel’s cliffs to AlmatanaV tide; 

The flinty waste, the cedar-tufted hill, 

The liquid breath of smooth Ardeni’sf rill; 

The grot,* where, by the watch-fire’s evening blaze. 

The robber riots, or the hermit prays. 

Or, where the tempest rives the heavy stone. 

The wintry top of giant Lebanon. 

Fierce, hardy, proud, in conscious freedom bold. 

These stormy seats the warrior Druses hold;§ 

From Norman blood their lofty line they trace, 

Their lion courage proves their generous race: 

They, onlj they, while all around them kneel. 

In sullen homage to the Thracian steel, 

Teach their pale despot’s waning moon to fear 
The patriot terrors of the mountain spear. 

Yes, warrior chiefs, while yet your sabres shine. 

The native guard of feeble Palestine, 

O! ever thus, by no vain boast dismay’d. 

Defend the birth-right of the cedar shade! 

What though no more for you the conscious gale 
Swells the white bosom of the Tyrian sail; 

* Dead Sea. t Jordan. 

t The mountains of Palestine are fall of caverns, wliich, as we are informed by travellers of 
veracity, are generally occupied in one or the other of the methods here mentioned. 

* The untameable spirit, feudal customs, and affection for Europeans which distinguish this ex- 
traordinary race, who boast themselves to be a remnant of the crusaders, are weM described by 
several travellers through the country of Palestine. 
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Though bo* no more your glittering marts unfold 
Lydonian dyes, and Lusitanian gold;* 

Though not for you the pale and sickly slave 
Forgets the Hght in Ophir’s wealthy cave; 

Yet yours the lot, in proud contentment blest. 

Where cheerful labour leads to tranquil rest. 

No robber’s rage the ripening harvest knows, 

And unrestrained the generous vintage flows; 

Nor less your sons to manliest deeds aspire. 

And Asia’s mountains glow with Spartan Are. 

So when deep-sinking in the rosy main. 

The western sun forsakes the Lyrian plain. 

His watery rays refracted lustre shed. 

And pour their latest light on Carmel’s head; 

Yet shines your praise amid surrounding gloom. 

As the pale lamp that trembles in the tomb: 

For few the souls that spurn a tyrant’s chain. 

And small the bounds of Freedom’s aeanty reign. 

As the poor outcast on the cheerless wild, 

Arabia's parentf clasp'd her fainting child; 

And wander’d uear the roof, no more her home. 

Forbid to linger, yet afraid to roam. 

My sorrowing fancy quits the happier height. 

And southward throws her half-averted sight: 

For sad the scenes Judea’s plains disclose, 

A dreary waste of undistinguished woes; 

See War un tir’d, his crimson pinions spread. 

And foul Revenge that tramples on the dead. 

Lo! where from far the guarded fountains shined 
Thy tents, Shebaioth rise, and Kedar, thine! 

Tis yours the boast to mark the stranger’s way. 

And spur your headlong chargers on the prey. 

Or rouse your nightly numbers from afar. 

And on the hamlet pour the waste of war; 

Nor spare the hoary head, nor bid your eye 
Revere the cherub smile of infancy. 

Such now the clans, whose fiery coursers feed. 

Where waves on Kishor’s bank the whispering reed; 

And their's the toil, where, curling to the skies. 

Smokes on Oerixim's mount Samaria’s sacrifice^ 

While Israel's sons, by scorpion -curses driven, 

Outcasts of eirth, and reprobates of Heaven, 

Through the wide world in hopeless exile stray. 

Remorse and shame sole comrades of their way. 

In dumb despair their country’s wrongs behold. 

And dead to glory, only burn for gold. 

• The gold of the Tyrians came chiefly from Portugal, which was probably, then, Tarslash. 
t Hagar. 

t The watering pieces are generally beset by Arabs, who extort toll from all wbo come to re- 
fresh theutielves. 

$ A miserable remnant of Samaritan worship stiQ exists on mount Gerizim. 
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O! thou their guide, their father, and their Lord, 
Lov’d for thy mercies, for thy power. ador’d! 

If at tby word the waves forgot their course. 

And refluent Jordan sought his trembling source. 

If, at thy name, like sheep the mountains fled. 

And haughty Sinon bow’d his marble head. 

To Israel’s woes a pitying ear incline, 

And raise from earth thy long neglected line; 

Her rifled fruits behold the heathen bear, 

And wild-wood boars her mangled clusters tear. 

Was it for this she stretch’d her peopled reign. 

Even from Euphrates to the western main? 

For this o’er many a hill her boughs she threw. 

And her wide arms like goodly cedars grew? 

For this proud Edom slept beneath her shade. 

And o’er th’ Arabian deep her branches play'd?, 

O feeble boast of transitory power! 

Vain, feeble trust of Judah's happier hour! 

Not such their hope, when through the parted main. 
The cloudy wonder led the warrior train; 

Not such their hope when through the fields of night. 
The torch of Heaven diffused its friendly light; 

Not when fierce conquest led the onward war. 

And hurl’d stem Canaan from his iron car; 

Not when five monarchs led to Gibcon’s fight. 

In rude array the harassed Amorite. 

Yes — in that hour, by mortal accents stay'd. 

The lingering sun his fiery wheels delay’d. 

The moon, obedient, trembled at the sound. 

Curb'd her pale car, and check’d her mazy round. 

Let Sinai tell— for she beheld his might, 

And God’s own darkness veil’d her conscious height 
He, cherub-borne, upon the whirlwind rode, 

And the red mountain like a furnace glow'd— 

Let Sinai tell — but who shall dare recite. 

His praise, his power, eternal, infinite! 

Awe-struck, I cease; nor bid my strains aspire^ 

Or serve his altar with unhallowed fire. 

Such were the cares that watch’d o’er Israel’s fate. 
And such the glories of their infant state: 
Triumphant race! — and did your power decay. 

Fail’d the bright promise of your early day* 

No— by that sword, which red with heathen gore, 

A giant-spoil, the stripling champion bore; 

By him, the chief to farthest India known, 

The mighty monarch of the ivory throne: 

In Heaven's own strength, high towering o'er her foes, 
Victorious Selim’s lion-banners rose: 

Before her footstool prostrate nations lay, 

And vassal tyrants crouched beneath her sway — 
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And he, the warrior sage, whose restless mlari 
Through Nature’s mazes wander’d unconfin’d; 

Who every bird, and every insect knew. 

And spake of every plant that quaff’d the dew; 

To him were known— so Hager’s offspring tell. 

The powerful sigU, and the starry spell; 

The midnight call, hell's shadowy legion’s dread, 
And sounds that burst the slumbers of the dead. 
Henee all his might; for who oould these oppose? 
And Tadmore thus, and Syrian Balbeo rose;* 

Yet e’en the works of toiling Genii fall. 

And vain was Estakhar’s enchanted wall. 

In frantic converse with the mournful wind. 

Here oft the houseless'Santon rests reclined;!* 
Strange shapes he views; and drinks with wondering 
The voices of the dead, and songs of other years. 

Such, the faint echo of departed praise. 

Still sound Arabia’s legendary lays; 

And thus their fabling bards delight to telly 
How lovely were thy tents, O, Israel! 

For thee his ivory load Behemoth bore. 

And far Sopbala teem’d with golden ore. 

Thine all the arts that wait on Wealth's iucre&ae, 

Or bask and wanton in the beam of Peace. 

When Tyber slept beneath the cypress gloom 
And silence held the lonely woods of Borne; 

Or e’er to Greece the builder’s skill was known, 

Or the light chissel brush’d the Parian stone; 

Yet here fair Science nurst her infant fire, 

Fann’d by the artist's aid of friendly Tyre, 

Then ton’d the palace, then, in awful state. 

The temple rear’d its everlasting gate: 

No workman’s steel, nor ponderous axes rung. 

Like some tall palm the noiseless fabrio sprung; 
Majestic alienee!— then the harp awoke. 

The eymbol clang’d, the deep -voic’d trumpet spoke; 
And Salem spread her suppliant arms abroad, 
fy’d the descending flame, apd Mess'd the present God*. 

Nor shrank she then, when raging deep and loud, 
Beat o’er her soul the billows of the proud. 

E’en they, who dragg’d to Shin dr’s fiery sand. 

Fill'd with reluctant strength the stranger’s land; 

Who sadly told the slow revolving years, 

And steep'd the captive’s hitter bread with tears; 

Yet oft their hearts with friendly hopes would kufn. 
For destin’d triumph, and their glad return; 


• Palmy* wm really built by Solomon, and tradition points him out, with great pipbalftyity, 
as the (bonder of B&lbec— Estakher, an immense pile of rntnoos buildings near tbe Euphrates, 
is also attributed to Solomon by the Arabs. 

t San ton* are real or affected m a dmen, pretending to e*t*Brdinary mnrtfty, *bo watkrier 
•bout the country sleeping in caret and oM rains. 
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And their sad lyres, which, useless and unstrung. 

In mournful ranks on Babel’s willows hung. 

Would oft awake to chaunt their future fame, 

And from the skies their lingering Saviour claim. 

His promis’d aid could every fear control; 

This nerv’d the warrior's arm, this steel’d the martyr’s soul. 
Nor vain their hope— bright beaming through the sky. 

Burst in full blaze the day-spring from on high; 

Earth’s utmost isles exulted at the sight. 

And crouding nations drank the orient light. 

Lo! star-led chiefs Asyrian odours bring. 

And bending Magi seek their infant king! 

Mark ye, where, hovering o'er his radiant head' 

The dove’s white wings celestial glory spread. 

Daughters of Sion! Virgin Queen, rejoice! 

Clap the glad baud, and lift the exulting voice! 

He cotnes— but not in regal splendours drest. 

The haughty diadem, the Tyrian vest; 

Not arm’d in flame, all glorious from afar. 

Of hosts the chieftain, and the Lord of war. 

Messiah comes — let furious discord cease, 

Be peace on earth before the Priuce of Peace! 

Disease and anguish feel his blest control, 

And howling fiends release the tortur’d soul; 

The beams of gladness hell's dark caves illume. 

And Mercy broods above the distant gloom. 

Thou palsied earth, with noonday night o'erspread! 

Thou sickening sun, so dark, so deep, so red. 

Ye hovering ghosts that throng the midnight air. 

Why shakes the earth? why fades the light? declare — 

Are those his limbs with ruthless scourges torn? 

His brows all bleeding with the twisted thorn? 

His the pale form, the meek forgiving eye. 

Rais’d from the cross in patient agony? 

— lie dark thou sun — thoU noonday night arise'! 

And hide — Oh! hide the dreadful sacrifice! 

Ye faithful few, by bold affection led. 

Who round your Saviour’s cross your sorrows shed; 

Not for his sake your fearful vigils keep— 

Weep for your country— for your children weep! 
Vengeance! thy fiery wing their race pursued, 

Thy thirsty poniard blush’d with infant blood. 

Rous’d at thy call, and panting still for game. 

The bird of war, the Latian eagle came. 

Then Judah rag’d, belov’d of Heaven no mofe. 

With streamy carnage drunk, and social gore: 

He saw hit sous by dubious slaughter fall. 

And War without and Death within the wall. 

Wide wasting Plague, gaunt Famine, mad Despair, 

And dire Debate and clamorous Strife were there. 
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Ix>Ye # strong as Death, retained his might no more. 
And the pale parent drank her children’s gore. 

Yet they, who wont to roam th’ ensanguined plain, 
And spurn with fell delight their kindred slain*— # 
E’en they, when high above the dusky fight, 

Their burning temple rose in lucid light. 

To their lov’d altar paid a parting groan. 

And in their country’s woes forgot their own. 

As mid the cedar courts and gates of gold. 

The trampled ranks in miry carnage roll’d. 

To save their temple every hand essay’d. 

And with cold fingers grasp’d the feeble blade; 
Through their torn veins reviving fury ran. 

And Life’s last anger warm’d the dying man. 

But heavier far the fetter’d captive’s doom. 

To glut with sighs the iron ear of Rome; 

To swell, slow pacing by the car’s tall side. 

The stoic tyrant’s* philosophic pride, 

To flesh the lion’s ravenons jaws, or feel 
The sportive fury of the fencer’s steel; 

Or pant, deep plung’d beneath the sultry mine. 

For the light gales of balmy Palestine. 

Ah! fruitful now no more — an empty coast. 

She mourn’d her sons enslav'd, her glory lost: 

In her wide streets the lonely raven bred. 

There bark’d the wolf, and dire hyenas fed. 

Yet midst her towery fanes in ruin laid. 

The pilgrim saint his murmuring vespers paid: 
’TwaS his to climb the tufted rocks, and rove 
The checkered twilight of the olive grove; 

’Twas his to bend beneath the sacred gloom. 

And wear with many a kiss Messiah’s tomb; 

While forms celestial fill’d his visioned eye. 

The daylight dreams of pensive piety; 

O’ er his still breast a fearful fervour stole. 

And softer sorrows charm'd the mourner’s soul. 

Oh! lives there one who mocks his artless zeal? 
Too proud to worship, and too proud to feel? 

Be his the soul with wintry reason blest. 

The dull lethargic sovereign of the breast! 

Be his the life that creeps iu dead repose. 

No joy that sparkles, and no tear that flows! 

Far other they, who rear’d yon pompous shrine,'}’ 
And bade the rock with Parian marble shine! 

Then hallow’d Peace renew’d her'wealthy reign. 
Then altars smok’d and Sion smil’d again. 

* Titus, who practised unheard-of cruelties on (be Jeff*, 
t The temple of the Sepulchre, 
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There sculptured gold, and costly gems were teen, 

And mil the bounties of the British queen;* 

There barbarous kings their sandal’d nations led, 

And* steel-clad champions bow’d the crested head. 

There, when her fiery race the desert pour’d, 

And pale Byzantium fear’d Medina’s sword, f 
When coward Asia shook in trembling wo, 

And bent appflU’d Wore the Baoktrian bow, 

From the moist regions of the western star, 

The wandering hermit wak’d the storm of war^ 

Their limbs all iron, and their souls all flame, 

A countless host, the red-cross warriors camp; 

E’en hoary priests the sacred combat wage. 

And clothe in steel the palsied arm of age; 

While beardless youth and tender age assume 
The weighty morion and the dancing plume: 
lu bashful pride the warrior virgins wield 
The ponderous falchion and the sun-like shield. 

And start to see their urmoOr’s iron gleam* 

Dauce with blue lustre in Taberia'a stream. $ 

The blood-red banner floating o’er their van. 

All madly brave the mingled myriads ran; 

Impatient Death beheld his destin’d food, 

And hovering vultures muff’d the scent of blood. 

Not such the numbers, nor the host so drea^* 

By northern Bren, or Scythian Timur led, 

Nor such tbe heart-inspiring zeal that bore 
United Greece to Phrygia’s reedy shore! 

There Gaul’s pitrnd knights with boastful mien advance. 

Form the long line, and shake the cornel lance; 

Here link’d with Thrace, in close battalia stand 
Ausonias sons, a soft inglorio^p band; 

There the stern Norman joins the Austrian train, 

And the dark tribes of late reviving Spain; 

Here, in black files, advancing firm and slow. 

Victorious Albion twangs the deadly bow; 

• St. Helens, who wss, seconding to Ca mhden, born ar Orichestcr. 
t The invasions of the civilized parts of Asia by the Arabian and Turkish Mahometans. 

| Peter tbe Hermit— The world has been so long accustomed to bear the crusades represent 
ed as the height of phrenzy and injustice, that, to undertake their defence might be, perhaps, 
a hazardous task. We must, however, recollect that )pd it not been for these exertions of gene- 
rous courage, tbe whole of Europe perhaps would have fallen, and Christianity been buried in 
ruins. Tbe crusades were not, as Voltaire Wady or weakly asserts, a conspiracy of robbo*. 
They were not an unprovoked attack on a distant sad inoffensive nation. In them a blow was 
^med at tbe heart of a powerful and active enemy. Had not the Christian kingdoms of Asia 
bfcen established as a cheek to the Mahometans, Italy and tbe scanty remnant of Christianity in 
Spain would again have Alien into their power, and France herself have required all the Item* 
ism and good fortune of a Charles Martel to deliver her from subjugation, 

$ A corruption of Tiberias, tbe name for tbe sea of Galilee, used in old romance. 
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Albion — «UU prompt the capture's wrongs to aid, 
And wield in Freedom’s cease the freemen’s blade! 
Ye sainted spirits of the warrior-dead, 

Whose giant force Britannia’s armies led! 

Whose bickering falchions, foremost in the fight, 
StiU pour’d confusion on the Soldan’s might; 

Lords of the biting axe, and beamy spear. 
Wide-conquering Edward, Lion Richard, heir! 

At Albion’s call your crested pride resume. 

And burst the marble slumbers of the tomb! 

Your sons behold in arms, in heart the same* 

Still press the footsteps of parental fame. 

To Salem still their generous aid supply. 

And pluck the palm of Syrian chivalry! 

When he — from towery Malta’s yielding isle. 

And the green waters of reluctant Nile — 

The apostate chief — from Misraim’s subject sboc$. 
To Acre’s walls his trophied banners bore. 

When the pale desert mark’d his proud array. 

And Desolation hop’d an ampler sway; 

What hero, then, triumphant Gaul dismay’d? 

Whet arm repell’d the victor renegade? ^ 
Britannia’s’cbamptoo— bath’d in hostile blood. 

High on the breach the dauntless seaman stood; 
Admiring Asia saw the unequal fight — 

E’en the pale orescent bless’d the Christian’s might: 
Qh! day of death! Oh! thirst beyond control. 

Of crimson conquest in th’ invader’s soul! 

The slain, yet warm, by kindred footsteps trod. 

O’er the red moat supplied a panting road; 

O’er the rod moat our conquering thunders flew, 
And loftier still the grisly rampart grew. 

While proudly glow’d above the rescued tower, 

The wavy cross that mark’d Britannia’s power. 

Yet still Destruction sweeps the lonely plain, 

And heroes lift the generous sword in vain: 

Still o’er her sky the clouds of anger roll, 

And God^ revenge hangs heavy on her soul. 

Yet shall she ris e - b ut not by war restor’d, 

Not built in murder— planted by the sword — 

Yes, Salem, thou shah rise; thy Father’s aid 
Shall heal the wound his chastening hand has made, 
Shall cheek the proud oppressor's ruthless sway. 

And burst his brazen bands, and cast his cords away. 
Then on your tops shall deathless verdure spring, 
Break forth ye mountains, and ye valleys sing! 

No more your thirsty rocks shall frown forlorn, 

The unbeliever’s jest, the heathen’s scorn; 

The sultry sands shall tenfold harvests yield, 

And a new Eden deck the thorny field. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



86 


TO THE PATRONS OF 


E^en now, perhaps, wide waving o’er the land, 

The mighty Angel lifts his golden wand, 

Courts the bright vision of descending power, 

Tells every gate, and measures every tower, 

And chides the tardy seals that yet detain 
Thy Sion, Judah, from his destin’d reign. 

And who ia He? the vast, the awful form, 

Girt with the whirtwind, sandal’d with the storm? 

A golden cloud around his limbs is spread. 

His crown a rainbow, and a sun his head: 

To highest heaven he lifts his kingly hand, 

And treads at once the ocean and the land: 

And hark! his voice amid the thunder’s roar, 

His dreadful voice, that " time shall be no more!” 

Lo! cherub hands the golden courts prepare, 

Lo! thrones are set, and every saint is there: 

Earth’s utmost bounds confess their awful sway. 

The mountains worship and the isles obey; 

Nor sun nor moon they need— nor day nor Diglit — 
God is their temple, and the Lamb their light! 

And shall not Israel’s sons exulting come. 

Hail the glad beam and claim their anciedt home? 

On David’s throne shall David’s offspring reign. 

And the dry bones be warm with life again. 

Hark! white rob’d crowds the deep hosannas raise. 
And the hoarse flood repeats the sound of praise; 
Ten thousand harps attune the mystic song, 

Ten thousand thousand sainta the strain prolong — 

“ Worthy the Lamb omnipotent to save, 

“ Who died, who lives, triumphant o’er the grave” 


TO THE PATRONS OF THE PORT FOLIO. 

In saluting the Patrons of the Port Folio, on the recurrence of 
the new year, and wishing them, in all the sincerity of our heart, 
many, very many happy returns of the same season, it becomes our 
duty to inform them, that, pursuant to a late arrangement, this 
journal is now to pass from qurs into other, and, we hope we may 
add, more suitable hands. 

The gentleman who is about to take charge of the editorial 
department, having been long enrolled in the number of those who, 
in the character of correspondents, have contributed to enrich and 
adorn our pages, is familiar with the nature* as well as with the 
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mode of conducting this work. He will not, therefore, enter on 
the duties of his place as a vocation entirely new to him, but will 
bring along with him, as an invaluable prerequisite, much of the 
knowledge which experience imparts. Add to this, that al- 
though educated for the bar, he is now, by profession, a man 
of letters, has leisure for his undertaking, and purposes to 
pursue it as a regular business. With such advantages, and 
the industry he will practise, his success, we flatter ourselves, 
may be regarded as certain. In anticipating, therefore, for The 
Port Folio a career of renovated lustre and augmented utility, the 
public, we think, can hardly be disappointed. 

In relation to ourselves, justice requires us to state, that the 
case has been different, in a degree of which we are persuaded we 
would attempt in vain to render the public duly sensible. We 
entered on our editorial duties at a short notice, with no special 
preparatory discipline, fully occupied in the practice and study, 
and subjoct, of course, to the interruptions and toils of a profession 
beyond all others laborious and distracting, and whose field of 
inquiry is limited only by the works of nature — a profession, which 
is well known to indulge its votaries in but little relaxation, and 
no actual leisure. 

In the midst of this pressure of conflicting engagements, we 
had but one alternative— either to decline the concern we were so- 
licited to take in this journal, or to rob our pillow of the time re- 
quisite for the performance of the duties its acceptance would im- 
pose. We made choice of the latter; and have, accordingly, con- 
tinued for nearly two years to devote unweariedly to the interests 
of The Port Folio, no inconsiderable portion of those hours which 
others appropriate to the enjoyment of repose. 

This statement we make, not in the form or spirit of com- 
plaint — for we have been much more than rewarded for all our 
toils by the indulgence of the public, and the favourable opinion, 
unequivocally expressed, of many gentlemen whose approbation is 
applause — but that it may serve as some apology for the numerous 
faults we are sensible we have committed — an apology which we 
deemed it unmanly to offer, during the continuance of our editori- 
al labours. If, while we were engaged in these labours, our real 
faults have, by any of the journalists or other writers of the day, 
been censured in terms of unbecoming harshness, or if we have 
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been charged with fhults which had no existence, the injuries 
intended — for none, we believe, were done to us— are buried in 
oblivion, and we remember only the kindnesses we have expe- 
rienced. We should feel degraded, could we harbour resentment, 
now, against the authors of efforts that were too feeble and harm- 
less to discompose us at the time they were made. 

Owing to some previous engagements of the new editor, with 
which he does not feel himself at liberty to dispense, we have 
ourselves, as heretofore, directed the whole of this number, and 
shall, perhaps, do the same in part, with regard to the next. With 
that our editorial labours will cease. 

The present being, therefore, the last opportunity we expect 
to enjoy of addressing thus publicly the patrons of The Port Folio, 
we hope they will indulge us in a brief retrospect of the principles 
which hayc governed us in our conduct as an editor. 

Our first wish, as we felt it to be our highest duty, was to 
render our labours instrumental in the promotion of science and 
literature, taste and refinement, morality and virtue. To this end 
we never failed to look with a steadfast eye; nor did we cease to 
regard it as our principal cynosure. % Jf, at any time, we momenta- 
rily swerved from it in our course, the deviation was unintention- 
al, and we hope, therefore, pardonable. 

To encourage, in particular, the exertions of American ge- 
nius, and thereby contribute our part towards creating for our 
country a name in letters, is an object which always lay near to 
our heart. To this source principally is to be attributed our error, 
if we, at any time, bestowed on the productions of our country- 
men exaggerated praise. Admitting that we did, on this 
ground, occasionally sin against the canons of criticism, we fear - 
that we are hopelessly hardened in transgression; for we feel* 
in relation to that point, but little disposition to repentance or 
amendment. Although to praise a fault, under the character of a 
reviewer, would be an act of dishonesty that could not well be for- 
given, we do not think it ought to be imputed to us as a crime of 
high standing, if, under existing circumstances, we have endea- 
voured to incite American writers to further exertions, and,* there- 
by to augmented attainments in literature, by making them oc- 
casionally the subject of an encomium not strictly deserved. Not 
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U» speak of the gratification derived from giving pleasure to 
others— -a source of delight, to which even a critic can scarcely be 
insensible— it is a well knowntruth, that the most skilful teacher^ 
deal much more in praises, than they do in rebukes. But a youth- 
ful writer should be allured to higher attainments in composition, 
somewhat as a high-minded pupil is in reading or arithmetic — by 
the incentive of applause rather than by the impoisoned sting of 
censure. 

To repel, with becoming indignation and scorn, the impu- 
dent and unfounded assertions of foreigners, touching the sup- 
posed inferiority of Americans, to unfold to our countrymen their 
true character and standing, both individually and as a people, to 
foster in their bosoms just and ennobling sentiments of national 
spirit and national pride, and to render them sensible of the abun- 
dant resources of their native land, in every thing that relates to 
comfort and wealth, felicity and greatness — these are also among 
the objects, to the accomplishment of which we have endeavour- 
ed to render The Port Folio subsidiary. 

Nor have we forgotten to do justice, as far as in our power, 
to those heroic Americans— genuine sons of sensibility and ho- 
nour, many of whose fortunes consisted solely in their swords— 
who, in our late war, by sea and by land, with a zeal and prodiga- 
lity that can never be surpassed, hazarded their lives and shed their 
Mood, for the rights, the safety, and the glory of their country. 
This is a topic, which, since the commencement of our conflict; 
has never ceased to intertwine itself with the choicest fibres of our 
heart, and to excite in it its liveliest and most grateful pulsations; 
and if, untrue to our birthright, we should ever exchange these? 
home-bred attachments for foreign predilections, or become cold 
and indifferent to the triumphs of our warriors, may our heart 
turn to marble and pulsate no longer! 

If a sentiment of regret at surrendering t p another the direc- 
tion of this journal, has ever for a moment taken possession of our 
mind, it has arisen from the consideration that we surrender also 
the privilege of using it at pleasure, as a suitable medium, through 
which to-express our admiration of those gallant Americans, whd, 
by fighting so heroically, and with such consummate skill, the bat- 
tles of their country, have rendered her najne unrivalled in arm*. , 

tOL. i. v 
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But we would do injustice to our successor, did we suffer 
ourselves to doubt the correctness of his sentiments, or the excel- 
lence of his dispositions, touching our naval and military worthies. 
In the just and liberal encomiums which this journal will continue 
to bestow on them, the brave and the patriotic will still receive 
their highest reward. 

It cannot be long — we are confident it cannot, till the name 
of Decatur will again add lustre to the pages of the Port Folio. 
His late unrivalled cruise in the Mediterranean, which, in less 
than forty days from its commencement, humbled Africa and as- 
tonished Europe, will then appear in all the grandeur of the moral 
sublime. It will then be recorded that, to blast forever the hopes of 
the pirate, to paralyze the arm of the barbarian despot, and to re- 
store to freedom the Christian captives — objects which the old 
world had long meditated, but attempted in vain— was reserved 
by Heaven to immortalize the new , through the glorious achieve- 
ments of a favourite sofa. 

Nor will that modest, scientific, and intrepid officer, captain ' 
Charles Stewart, be denied any longer the meed of applause 
which is so justly his due. His late action in the frigate Consti- 
tution, against two powerful sloops of war, in which he captured 
them both, is an achievement unprecedented in naval history. In 
many instances has one vessel beaten off two, making a prize 
of one of them; but it was reserved for captain Stewart to set the 
example of capturing both: nor could any thing but his consum- 
mate skill as a commander, have enabled him to surpass all former 
explqits under similar circumstances. 

To our several correspondents, who, by their excellent com- 
munications, have so kindly assisted us in our editorial labours, we 
avail ourselves of this opportunity — the last that will present itself— 
to bid a long and an affectionate aclieu. It is registered among 
the favourite wishes of our heart, that they may enjoy happiness, 
and never, in any of their undertakings, encounter, in the services 
of those whose aid they may require, less fidelity, or less efficiency, 
than they have manifested in their connexion with us. A worse 
wish towards them it is not in our nature, a better it is scarcely in 
our power to express— but if we could express a better, that 
wish should be theirs. 
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Before taking leave of our numerous and highly respectable 
readers, we beg permission to recommend The Port Folio to their 
continued patronage. It is a work of long and very reputable 
standing, and has done much for the interest of literature in our 
country— more by far than any other journal that has been estab- 
lished amongst us. Waving, therefore, every other consideration, 
it has, on the score of utility alone, a strong claim on public sup- 
port. But this is not all. It has experienced many of the vicissi- 
tudes and shocks that are incidental to man. It has struggled 
through gloomy, and trying, and perilous times, and has not failed 
to contribute its part towards the melioration and beguiling of 
these times, as well as towards the sustaining of the public spi- 
rit during their pressure. It has, therefore, a claim on public pa- 
tronage, from motives of gratitude. But more may still be said in 
its favour. So completely has it identified itself with every thing 
American, that its cause may be said, without extravagance, to be 
the cause of the nation. The sacred voice, therefore, of Patriotism 
herself, is heard in its behalf. 

For these reasons, we have felt ourselves bound, during our 
short editorial administration, to struggle for its support, amidst 
a pressure of engagements and toils which our health has scarcely 
been able to sustain. Under our direction, we hope, it has not de* 
predated in character, but passes to our successor, as high in re- 
putation, as it was when it descended from our predecessor to ua. 
We take leave of it with emotions which we did not believe the 
occasion could have excited; and, in the form and spirit of a part- 
ing benediction, say of it most feelingly, as we would of our coun- 
try in our dying moments, esto flreclarum , esto fierfrctuum! 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. — FOR THE PORT POLIO. 

FRANCE. 

J. C. Deldmatherie , has published the 60th volume of his 
WbU known journal, of physic, chemistry, natural history, and 
the arts. 

M. Roullier*s Essay on Medical philosophy is also announced. 

The 7th vol. (1814) is published of the Archives of discove- 
vies and inventions in the sciences , arts , and manufactures , as 
well in France as in foreign countries . 

D. B. Barrere has published a Treatise on the origin , nature^ 
progress and influence of consular establishments . We have un- 
derstood that our countryman David B. Warden, has been enga- 
ged in a similar undertaking. 

M. Feuchet^ s. well known writer on statistics, has, resumed 
his extensive plan of compiling a Commercial library , which has 
been suspended since the year 1807. 

M. Marcel de Serres has completed his Statistical and Topo- 
graphical Essay on the empire of Austria. 

The baron de Bcaujour has published a View of the UrH - 
ted States , which comprehends much information that may 
be useful to foreigners, and many sensible remarks that might 
be read at home with advantage. He expressscs his sur- 
prise that more has not been done in respect to internal navi- 
gation. ftlany of the evils of the late war might have been averted, 
if a few millions had been expended in cahals. The bardti, how- 
ever, is not vfery much pleased with the country, which he pro- 
nounces sad and savage; our sun is hideous, the sky is sullen, and 
the face of natujc gloomy and devoid of harmony — our rivers, he 
things, are most tediously long, and their uniformity is only inter- 
rupted by villages and cultivated fields. 

We are indebted to M. Raoul Rochette, for an interesting 
critical history of the establishment of the Greek colonies.— 
In all these colonies which were founded by the ancient 
Greeks in Italy, Gaul, Iberia, Epirus, Illyria, the islands 
of the Mediterranean, the Asias, in Egypt and Lybia, they 
were careful to secure fidelity by the ties of gratitude, and 
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the habits of a common religion and an uniform law. This 
system is almost unknown to the modems, who generally hold their 
colonies in a state of abject dependence upon the mother country. 

M. le compte de Laily Tollendal, has stolen some moments 
from the busy scenes in which he has been occupied, to write an Es- 
say on the life of the earl of Strafford . It is a matter of surprise that 
the life of one of the most eminent personages that ever appeared 
on the British stage— -of a minister who displayed so much vigi- 
lance, activity, and prudence, in the most disastrous times, has 
never been described by any writer of abilities competent to the 
performance of such a task. Certainly, exclaims the chair- 
man of the committee, which conducted the impeachment against 
this unfortunate statesman, never man acted such a part, on such 
a theatre, with more wisdom, constancy, and eloquence, with 
greater reason, judgment, and temper, and with a better grace in 
all his words and actions, than did this great and excellent person] 
fed he moved the hearts of all his auditors, some few excepted, 
to remorse and pity. 


GREAT RRITAIN. 

John Roohe, Esq. has recently published An Inquiry con- 
cerning the author of the letters of Junius , in which it is proved , 
by internal , as well as by direct and satisfactory evidence , that they 
were written by the late right hon. Edmund Burke. The Gentle- 
man’s Magazine admits that Mr. Roche has made out a stronger 
case than any preceding writer on this subject: and the Anti- Jaco- 
bin Review declares that u it has fully convinced us of the truth, 
winch it is intended to establish.”— Mr. R. has, indeed, brought to- 
gether such a body of evidence, internal, direct, and circumstan- 
tial, as must eventually settle this interesting and long disputed 
question. In another Journal, we are informed, that Mr. G. F. 
Busby delivered an able lecture of nearly five hours duration, to 
prove that these letters were written by De Lolme , the commenta- 
tor on the constitution of England: and he is admitted to have 
made out a very strong case. 

The prolific muse of Southey has produced another poem. It 
is entitled Roderick , the last of the Goths. In all the productions 
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of this writer, there is abundant evidence of a vigorous mind, and 
enough to teach us to lament the illusions of so powerful an intel- 
lect. His genius runs to waste in its luxuriance; it bursts forth 
with the impetuosity of a stream, and instead of rolling in one deep 
majestic channel, it is flittered into a thousand little rills, that are 
at length lost in the weeds and briars that surround it. The story 
of the present poem is interesting, and would probably have made 
an excellent romance. It has, however, several capital defects, 
that make it altogether unfit for an heroic poem; it has no princi- 
pal character, no conspicuous personage on whom the attention 
may rest. In the catastrophe there is an imperfect hastiness that 
seems borrowed from the drama of the Germans: the intended 
hero of the tale vanishes, and the curtain drops, leaving all un- 
finished and in doubt. 

Gold and silver coins. A writer in one of the English 
journals, proposes to remedy the evils which result from the 
scarcity of these coins by a new coinage, in which the value 
should be enhanced about fourteen per cent. A sixpence, under 
the talisman of this magical financier, should become nine-pence — 
and the old 1/. 1*. should be increased to 1/. 5*. The effect of 
this new coinage would be, he contends, to bring the hidden trea- 
sures from their dark retreats, to establish a general, useful, and 
extensive circulation of specie, to reduce the number of country 
bank notes, &c. &c. 

M. de Guignes, late French resident, has published at Paris, 
a Chinese, French, and Latin dictionary. It was ordered by the 
late emperor at the end of 1809, and was terminated in 1813, un- 
der the auspices of the minister of the interior. 

A new volume of the important, and, we may truly say, the 
unrivalled travels of Dr. Clark, will be ready in a few weeks. 
This volume will form the third and last section of part the second, 
of the travels in Greece, Egypt, and the Holy Land; containing an 
account of the author's jourpey from Athens by land to Constan- 
tinople; with a description of the north of Greece, Macedonia, and 
Thrace. It will also be accompanied by a supplement, relating 
to his journey from Constantinople to Vienna; and to a visit to the 
gold and silver miries of Hungary. 
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Mr. Thomas Moore has, for some time past, been engaged 
on a new and extensive poem, which may be expected to make 
its appearance in the course of the winter. 

General Alexander Beatson, late governor of St. Helena, has 
in the press, in a quarto volume, tracts on various subjects, rela- 
tive to St. Helena, written during a residence of five years, illus- 
trated by engravings. 

Covent Garden theatre, during the past month, has exhibited 
the triumph of the oas lights. Never was illumination 
more brilliant, more precise, more innoxious, and, at the same 
time, more economical. There is a blaze of white light round the 
theatre, and in all its avenues, differing little from the light of day, 
at half the expense of oil lamps, which served only u to render the 
darkness visible'* There are altogether ahout sixty burners be- 
sides globes, from which issue streams of illumined gas, almost too 
intense for the eye to look at. The whole is transmitted above a 
mile and a half from the gas-light manufactory, in Peter-street, 
Westminster, which also lights most of the intermediate streets 
and houses; Fleet-street, Ludgate-hill, and other adjacent scites are 
lighted from the manufactory in Water-lane, and exhibits blaze 
ef light which excites astonishment and pleasure, in all that behold 
it. The cost is three pounds per annum, or two-pence per night, 
for shop-window lights, and four pounds, or two-pence half-penny 
per night for indoor and street-lamps, which are supposed to bum 
longer than the former; and as one gas-burner is equal to twenty 
®r thirty common street-lamps, and to two or three of the best Ar- 
gand-lamps, the saving is, in all cases, very considerable, indepen- 
dently of the vast increase of the intensity of the illumination. 
We are anxious to learn the effect in some of the country towns, 
where it has been proposed to introduce this mode of lighting, and 
which a single station may render as light as 'day. 

Mr. Accum has in the press, a second edition, in stereotype, 
©fhis valuable Practical Treatise on Gas-light; exhibiting a sum- 
mary description of the apparatus and machinery best calculated 
for illuminating streets, houses, and manufactories, with coal gas; 
with remarks on the utility, safety, and general nature of this new 
branch of civil economy. This work is illustrated with seven 
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coloured plates, showing the construction of the large machinery, 
employed for illuminating the streets and houses of the metropo- 
lis, as well as the smaller apparatus employed by manufacturers 
and private individuals. 

An 8vo edition is printing of Travels to the source of the Mis- 
souri river, and across the American continent to the Pacific 
ocean, by captains Lewis and Clark. 

A translation of Bracton’s treatise “ Dt l e gibus ct consuetudi - 
nidus Anglic*” by a member of Lincoln’s Inn, is in considerable 
forwardness. The legal profession may therefore expect speedi- 
ly to be put in possession of the first English version of that 
inestimable work. 

A new edition of the much-esteemed Sermons of Martin Lu- 
ther, accompanied by a full-length portrait of that great man, 
from the large German print, is in forwardness, and may be ex- 
pected in the course of the month. 

Memoirs of,the Life and Writings of Martha Laurens Ram- 
say, of Charleston, South Carolina, edited by David Ramsey, M. D. 
is reprinting from the third American edition, and will appear in 
a few days. 

A valuable interchange has been made between the eastern 
and western extremities of the globe: the Maranham cotton , culti- 
vated so abundantly in the Brazils, has been transplanted to the 
East Indies, and the experiment has been attended with success; 
and under the patronage of the prime minister Aranjo >, a number of 
tea filants , with Chinese gardeners, have been imported into the 
Brazils, and the plantations formed under their management 
afford a prospect of a rich harvest of that important vegetable. 

Mr. Chitty will soon publish, in three volumes, a compre- 
hensive treatise on the practice of the criminal law. 

THE FIXE ARTS. 

Portraits of Dr. B. S. Barton, the rev. bishop Carroll, 
and the hon. James A. Bayard, will be put in the hands of the 
most skilful artists, whose engravings will embellish the future 
numbers of The Port Folio. 
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Various; that the mind 
Of desultory man, studious of change. 

And pleased with novelty, may be indulged. — Cowvia. 


Ik my papers no man could look for censures of his enemies or praises of 
bimSelf; and they only were expected to peruse them, whose passions left them 
leisure fbr abstracted truth, and whom virtue could please by its naked dignity* 

D*. Johnson. 


VOL. J. FEBRUARY, 1816. NO. II. 

■ FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

NAVAL AND MILITARY CHRONICLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

ATTACK ON FORT ERIE. 

Of all the events that have been achieved under the flag of 
t|ie United States, none is characterized by more fortitude, in)tre- 
pidity and military skill, or will appear with higher lustre in the 
page of history, than the defence of fort Erie by the army of the 
Niagara. Of that memorable scene of suffering and exploit, no 
Account, we think, has yet beeri communicated to the public so 
circmhstantial and, interesting as that which is contained in the 
following article. The writer, who held himself a conspicuous 
station, and performed a distinguished part on the occasion, re- 
lates, in a plain and unaffected style, what fell under his own no- 
tice. The paper, therefore, is not only an authentic, but an ori- 
ginal document, and may be safely referred to by the future his- 
torian as correct authority. The only source of our regret in 
delation to it is, that it but simply mentions, and that incidentally, 
the name of general Ripley, whose conduct, as an officer, during 
the siege of fort Erie, we believe to have been signally merito- 
vol. i. n 
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rious and efficient. The force of the evidence which impels us 
to this belief is to us irresistible. 

As general Ripley received in the sortie a inbst dangerous 
wound, the effects of which he will cease to feel, only when he shall 
have ceased to live, we hold it but justice that he should also re- 
ceive, in recompense of his valour, his services and his sufferings, 
at least as much of the “ bubble reputation” as may be rightfully 
his due. Such a recompense we have no doubt he will receive 
from impartial history. 

In what we have here said we are far from insinuating even 
a suspicion that our much-esteemed correspondent intended, by 
the silence to which we have alluded, to throw a shade over the 
services or fame of general Ripley. We are confident that he 
is incapable of disingenuous conduct. The utmost we would 
charge him with is a literary omission — not an offence against mo- 
rality or honour. Indeed, although we will not say that his paper 
would have been rendered thereby more valuable as a military 
document, we would, notwithstanding, ourselves have derived a 
higher degree of gratification from it, had it dwelt somewhat more 
fully on the names and achievements of several individuals, par- 
ticularly of the engineers and officers of artillery, and of those 
who unfortunately fell in the conflict. But as his object is his- 
tory, not biography, we are compelled to acknowledge, even in 
despite of our feelings, that he has chosen the more proper and 
legitimate course. C. 

New York) November 15, 1815. 

Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 4th instant, requesting me M to furnish 
you with such particulars of the siege and defence of fort Erie as 
came under my observation,” has been received. I assure you 
nothing could give me greater pleasure than to see that memora- 
ble scene of military achievement properly noticed; and as the 
peace now furnishes the historian an opportunity for that purpose, 
I shall most cheerfully communicate any information hi my pow- 
er that can facilitate his labours. I have thought this object the 
more desirable as no detailed account of the siege has as yet made 
its appearance; and the public, with nothing before them but the 
official accounts of a few leading circumstances, and perhaps some 
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shreds of miscellaneous information from other quarters, hare 
been very unlikely to form correct ideas of it. An instance of 
this may be found in the prevailing impression as to the size and 
structure of the works besieged^ of which— although circumstan- 
•es of no small importance in estimating the defence-^-very little 
appears to be correctly known. With respect to the size, for ex- 
ample, it is generally supposed to have been quite small, as the 
original fort Erie was known to be so, and very few are aware that 
the name used in the reports of our generals was intended to ap- 
ply to any other work. This circumstance, I am inclined to think, 
has had a very considerable negative influence on the public 
opinion of our siege, and I am more particular to notice it on that 
account, that I may have an opportunity of correcting the error. 
With this view therefore I observe, that the fort Erie which was 
besieged and defended was in reality not a fort, but a camps unpro- 
tected by any peculiarity of situation, and at the time of its in- 
vestment, equally so by any effective artificial means. The 
small unfinished foft Erie, it is true, gave it a shadow of defence 
on one side; but with only three guns mounted in any direction it 
was indeed only a shadow. In the course of the siege, however, 
other more efficient defences were added to it, breastworks and 
traverses were thrown up and batteries erected, and these works* 
instead of baing beaten down or even retarded in their progress by 
the fire of the besiegers* grew into strength and importance in the 
very face of their cannon— a fact, I believe, unprecedented in the 
history of any war. 

Not to trouble you however with any further explanations on 
this subject, I shall now revert to the condition of the work, as it 
fell into our hands, and point out in detail the improvements made 
by us, and the state of our defences at different periods of the 
siege. 

Fort Erie, properly so called, was originally designed for a 
mere trading post: it was situated about a hundred yards from the 
lake shore, and laid out with the smallest dimensions that would 
admit of being regularly fortified. Its form was quadrangular, 
nearly square, with four bastions; only two of them, however, 
forming the southeast or water front, bad been wrought upon to 
any extent, at the time the garrison capitulated to general Brown. 
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Those were secured on the land side by a line of pickets extend- 
ing from gorge to gorge, and to render them more defensible 
their contiguous faces were prolonged on the line of defence so 
as to leave a curtain of no more than forty feet, and these conti- 
nuations raised and completed into two large block-houses. TJie 
gateway of the foTt was in the intermediate curtain, covered by a 
sort of ravelin of earth. 

After the capture of this work, while general Brown was 
operating down the streight, lieutenant M<Donough, who had 
been left in command, was zealously engaged in improving its 
means of defence: so that the army on its return to the place af- 
ter the battle of the Falls, found the bastions above named con- 
siderably raised; their ditches deepened; the line of pickets by 
which their gorges had been secured partly removed; and a breast- 
work of earth commenced for the more effectual accomplishment 
of that object. 

It was on the 27th of July that general Ripley, at that time 
the commanding general, took up this position; his right flank 
being supported by the fort, and his left resting on a hillock seven 
hundred yards distant, upon which a battery (Towson’s) was im- 
mediately commenced for its protection. On the 31st, however, 
while tnis battery was yet unfinished, and the fort itself in a very 
inefficient state of defence, general Drummond appeared before 
us with an army'of four thousand five hundred men, and, though 
we had not half that number to make resistance, he cautiously 
opened trenches opposite to our right flank, and commenced the 
formalities of a regular siege. Inspired by this compliment to 
their courage and discipline in the field, (for indeed we could con- 
strue it in no other light) and determined not to be outdone in any 
mode of warfare, our men seized their spades, instead of their 
muskets, and prepared with alacrity for the expected assault. 
Large working parties were accordingly distributed along our 
front and flanks to throw up the necessary breastworks and tra- 
verses; others were disposed on the two unwrouglit bastions of 
the fort; and Tow son’s battery, upon which two day’s works had 
already been expended, was so far completed in three more, that 
three guns were placed upon it upwards of twenty feet above the 


Digitized by LjOOQle 


ATTACK ON FORT ERIE. 


101 


level of the circumjacent country: two more were added to these 
soon afterwards — other batteries were also commenced in the va- 
rious exposed parts of our line, and completed by the exertions 
of particular corps. Such, for example, were Biddle’s and Fon- 
tain’s in front, between the fort and Towson’s; the former of three 
guns and the latter of two; such also was the Douglass Jaattery of 
two guns on our right flank, between the fort and the water. On 
the 2nd of August, while we were yet in the midst of these la- 
bours, the first gun of the siege was fired by us; and on the same 
day the cannonade was partially commenced on the part of the ene- 
my. They did not open a regular battery upon us, however, till 
about the 7th, on which day all our colours being displayed, and 
u Yankee Doodle” struck up by the drums, their fire was prompt- 
ly returned amidst the loud and animated cheers of our whole 
line. From this date till the 1 5th the firing was continued on both 
sides with very little intermission day or night. It was not attend- 
ed, however, with any very serious loss on our part, and far from 
retarding the progress of our works seemed rather to accelerate 
it. On the 14th we stood as follows:— our line in front and on the 
left, including Towson’s and the other batteries nearly completed, 
and secured by abbatis in the most exposed parts; on the right, 
however, we were less secure, the space between the Douglass 
battery and the fort being little more than half closed up, except 
by a slight abbatis; no abbatis in front, and the fort itself yet in a 
very feeble state of resistance; added to this, there was a wide 
opening between the Douglass battery and the water. 

On the evening of the 14th, general Qaines (who had taken 
the command a few days before) having observed some signs of 
an approaching visit from the enemy, put his force in the best 
situation for giving them a proper reception. The particulars of 
this affair are pretty generally known, and have doubtless flowed 
to you through a great many channels already; it will be necessa- 
ry, however, for me to notice it, in order to connect the parts of 
this detail; and as it was a most brilliant achievement, I shall en- 
deavour to do so with some minuteness. 

Agreeably to tho order of the British general, a copy of 
which will be found accompanying general Gaines’ official let- 
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ter,* the attack was organized into three columns. The first con- 
sisting of detachments to the amount of thirteen hundred men, was 

• Lieutenant-general Drummond’s arrangement and order for attack. 

f Secret. 3 Head- Quarter t, camp before fort Erie » 

14th August, 1814. 

ini voxvevt. 

Right column— lieutenant-colonel Fischer, king’s regiment. 

(Volunteers) De Watteville’s. 

Light companies, 89th and 100th regiments. 

Detachments royal artillery— 1 officer, 12 men, and a rocketeer, with a cou- 
ple of 12-pound rockets. 

Captain Eustace’s picket of cavalry— captain Powell, deputy-assistant quar- 
ter-master-general, will conduct this column, which is to attack the left 
of the enemy’s position. Major Court. 

Centre column— lieutenant-colonel Drummond. 

Flank companies, 41st regiment. 

Do. do. 104th do. 

Royal marines 50. 

Seamen 90. 

Detachments of royal artillery, 1 subaltern, and 12 men — captain Barney, 
89th regiment, will guide this column, which it to attack the fort. 

Left column — colonel Scott, 103d regiment* 

Captain Elliott, deputy quarter-master-general, will conduct this column, 
which will attack the right of the enemy’s position towards the lake, 
and endeavour to penetrate by the openings betwixt the forts and en- 
trenchments, using the short ladders at the same time, to pass the en- 
trenchment, which is reported to be defended only by the enemy’s 9th 
regiment, 250 strong. 

The infantry pickets on Buck’s road will be pushed on with the Indians, 
and attack the enemy’s picket on that road. Lieutenant-colonel Nicboll, 
quarter-master-general of militia, will conduct this column. The rest of 
the troops, viz. 

1st battalion royals. 

Remainder of De Watteville’s regiment, Glengary light infantry and incor* 
po rated militia will remain in reserve, under lieutenant-colonel Tucker, 
are to be posted on the ground at present occupied by our pickets and 
covering parties. 

Squadron of the 19th light dragoons, in die ravine, in the rear of the battery, 
nearest to the advance, ready to receive charge of 'prisoners and conduct 
them to the rear. ■' s 

The lieutenant-general will station himself at or near the battery, where 
reports are to be made to him. Lieutenant-colonel Fischer, commanding 
the right column, will follow the instruction which he has received: copies 
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placed under the command of lieutenant* colonel Fischer, of the 
king’s regiment. Seven hundred picked men under lieutenant- 
colonel Drummond, of the 104th, composed the second or centre 
column. And the 103d regiment, amounting to upwards of eight 
hundred, with its own colonel (Scott) at the head of it, constituted 
the third. The points against which these columns were to move 
were respectively the left flank; the fort; and the line between 
the fort and the lake; and the time fixed for the enterprise wa9 an 
early hour of the following morning (the 15th.) Accordingly, 
about an hour and a half before day the approach of an enemy 
was discovered on the road west of Towson’s battery, and imme- 
diately after the lines on that quarter were furiously assaulted by 
the enemy’s first or right column. The infantry of our left con- 
sisted at the time, of the 21st regiment, under the command of 
m^jor Wood, of the engineers; who instantly drew up his line m 
the space between the battery and the water, and received the 
charge in a style suited to its impetuosity. Checked by a sea- 
sonable volley from this corps and a shower of grape from Tow- 
son’s artillery, the enemy sustained the conflict but a few mi- 
nutes, and fell back to consolidate his ranks for a second attempt. 
This however proved equally unsuccessful; and though it was 
followed up by a succession of desperate charges, our column 
continued firm until the enemy was no longer in a condition to 
give battle. 

By this time the . columns of lieutenant- colonel Drummond 
and colonel Scott, which had been kept back till that of lieutenant- 
eolonel Fischer should have commenced the action, were brought 
forward on our right flank, and the battle was beginning to grow 

of which are communicated to colonel Scott and lieutenant-colonel Drum- 
mond, for their guidance. 

The lieutenant-general most strongly recommends a free use of the bay- 
onet. 

The enemy’s force does not exceed fifteen hundred fit for duty, and 
those are represented as much dispirited. 

The ground on which the columns of attack are to be formed, will be 
pointed out; and orders for their advance will be given by the lieutenant- 
general commanding. 

J. HARVEY, D. A. G. 

Parole —*' “ Steel.” Counter tign — “ Twenty 


Digitized by LjOOQle 


104 


ATTACK ON FORT ERIE. 


considerably warm in that quarter. The object of the British 
commander in reserving these columns, was undoubtedly to avail 
himself of the diversion which he sufifiosed would be effected by 
the attack of lieutenant-colonel Fischer, and to render this manoeu- 
vre the more effectual, he caused a feint of militia and Indians to 
debouche from the wood upon our centre, at the same time that his 
oentre and left columns advanced upon our right. 

The firing had, in some measure, subsided on the left, when 
the approach of these columns was announced by the fire of our 
picket-guard in a ravine, at a small distance from our right — and 
in less than a minute afterwards the direction of the two was plain- 
ly distinguishable, by the voices of their officers— one of them 
appearing to move from the ravine towards the fort, and the 
other rapidly approaching its point of attack by the margin of the 
lake. It has already been observed, that this flank was in a very 
inefficient state of defence, and as this circumstance was doubtless 
known to the enemy, it became doubly necessary to make timely 
Tesistance. Accordingly, the first of the two was promptly met 
by the fire from the salient bastion of the fort, and the other by 
that of the Douglass battery, and the musketry on its right and 
left; that on its right consisting of Boughton’s and Harding's vo- 
lunteers, and that on its left of the 9th regiment — altogether 
making perhaps one hundred and sixty or one hundred and seven- 
ty men. The night was excessively dark; but as near as we could 
judge through the obscurity the last column did not continue long 
advancing — it seemed to hesitate at fifty or sixty yards distance- 
remained stationary for a minute and then began to recoil. At 
this critical moment loud and repeated calls from the salient bas- 
tion of the fort to u cease firing” caused a momentary suspension 
of operations along the line below — but the threats and confusion 
with which they were mingled immediately undeceived those to 
whom they were directed as to the party from which they came, 
and conveyed the unwelcome intelligence that the enemy had been 
successful at that point. The deception, though it lasted but for 
a moment, was sufficient to enable the column that had been re- 
pylsed, to recover itself— which it did, and returned a second 
time to the charge. The enemy’s threats were now no longer 
heard— the action was renewed with more violence than ever, and 
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though the defenders were exposed to the fire of their own guns, 
which bad been turned upon them along with the enemy’s mus- 
ketry from the captured bastion, the assailing column was again 
driven back. Its leader, colonel Scott, was killed, and nearly all 
his party cut to pieces before it had approached near enough to 
place its ladders, or avail itself of the open places in our line* 
Such was the result of the attack at this point In the meantime 
day had broken, and the enemy, notwithstanding several at- 
tempts to dislodge him, was still in possession of the contested 
bastion. He had not been able, however, to derive any advan- 
tage from that circumstance, and still less was he in a condition to 
do so now, as Drummond himself had fallen and nearly all his 
party was killed or wounded. The passage from the bastion into 
the body of the fort was in a great measure closed by the position 
of one of the block-houses, mentioned in the former part of this 
letter; this, though in a ruinous condition at the time, had been 
occupied the evening before by lieutenant- colonel Trimble, with 
a detachment of the 1 9th infantry, whose well-directed fire, at the 
same time that it galled the enemy severely in the bastion, had 
completely defeated every attempt he made to penetrate farther. 
A destructive fire also had been maintained upon him by a detach- 
ment of riflemen under captain Birdsall, who had posted himself 
advantageously for that purpose in the ravelin without the fort. 

The column of colonel Scott being now routed, the guns of 
the Douglass battery were so directed as to cut off all communi- 
cation between the contested bastion and the enemy’s reserve— 
and a party of desperate fellows were about to rush in and finish 
the work, when a spark being communicated by some means to 
an ammunition chest under the platform, the bastion, with those* 
who occupied it, were blown into the air together. 

This explosion has been assigned by the British general as 
the cause of the ill success of his enterprise; but, in my opinion, 
the result was rather favourable to him than otherwise. The force 
in the bastion was to all intents and purposes defeated before it 
took place; the explosion could, therefore, give us no advantage 
over that: while, on the other hand, it caused the precipitate re- 
treat of his reserve, which we should have intercepted in a few 
minutes more, and ip all probability made prisoners. 

VOL. i- o 
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The losses of the respective armies* on this occasion, (of which 
you will find very accurate statements accompanying general 
Gaines’ official letters) brought them on a footing, so nearly 


• Report of the killed , nfounded and prisoners , taken at the Battle of Erie , 

U. C. August 15, 1814. 

Killed, left on the field, 222 — wounded, left on the field, 174— prisoners, 
186. Grand total, 582. 

Two hundred supposed to be killed on the left flank, near Snake Hill, 
(in the water) and permitted to float down the Niagara. The number on 
the right flank, near the woods, could not be ascertained. 

Given at the inspector-general’s office. Fort Erie, U. C. 

NATHL. N. HALL, Assist. Ins. General. 

Brig. Gen. E. P. Gaines, &c. 

Report of the killed , wounded, and missing of the left division of the United 

States * army , commanded by brigadier-general Gaines , in tfte action of the 

15/A August , 1814, at Fort Erie, U. C 

Adjutant-general’s Office, Fort Erie, Aug. 17, 1814. 

Corps of Bombardiers — Kilted, 1 private. 

Artillery — Killed, 1 captain, 1 subaltern, 2 privates — wounded severely, 
1 lieutenant, 3 privates; slightly, 6 privates— missing, 1 lieutenant, 3 privates. 

1st Brigade — 9th Regt. slightly wounded, 1 private. 

11th Regt. killed, 3 privates — wounded dangerously, 1 sergeant, 1 pri- 
vate: severely, 4 privates; slightly, 4 privates— missing, 1 private. 

19th Regt killed, 5 privates— wounded dangerously, 1 subaltern; se- 
verely, 1 sergeant, 4 privates; slightly, l corporal, 8 privates.* 

22d Regt. killed, 2 privates— wounded severely, 5 privates. 

2d Brigade—^ 21st Regt killed, 2 privates — wounded severely, 1 subal- 
tern, 3 privates; slightly, 3 privates — missing, 3 privates. 

23d Regt wounded severely, 2 subalterns, 1 private; slightly, 3 pri» 
vates— missing, 2 privates. 

It/ and 4 th Rife Corps — woanded severely, 1 captain, 1 private — miss* 
ing, 1 private. 

Gi'and Total— 1 captain, 1 subaltern, 15 privates, killed. 

1 subaltern, 1 sergeant, 1 private, dangerously wounded. 

1 captain, 4 subalterns, 1 sergeant, 21 privates, severely wounded. 

1 corporal, 25 privates, slightly wounded. 

1 lieutenant, 10 privates, missing. 

NAMES OF OFFICERS. 

Artillery — Captain Williams and lieutenant MDonough killed, defend- 
ing the bastion. 

* ITui regiment wo stationed in the fort. 
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equal, that the enemy was obliged, for the present, to suspend his 
operations, and wait quietly the arrival of re-enforcements. This 
interval was diligently improved by us in restoring the ruined bas- 

Lieutenant Watmough wounded severely, defending the bastion. 
Lieutenant Fountaine missing, thrown from the bastion. 

Infantry — 19th Regt. ensign Cisna wounded dangerously, in defence of 
the fort. 

19th Regt. lieutenant Bushnell, do. severely. 

23d Regt. lieutenant Brown, do. do. 

Do. lieutenant Belknap, do. in defending the picquct guard which he 
commanded. 

4th Rifle r^gt. captain Birdsall, accidentally wounded, whilst defending 
the fort, by one of his own soldiers. 

Report of the killed and -wounded of the left division of the United Stated ar- 
my, commanded by brigadier-general Gaines , during the cannonade and 
bombardment , commencing at sun-rise on the morning of the 13th inst. and 
continuing -without intermission till 8 o'clock, P. M. re-commenced on the 
14/A at day-light with increased warmth, and ending one hour before the 
commencement of list action at Erie on the morning of the 15/A. 

Adjutant-General’s Office, Fort Erie, Aug. 15, 1814- 
Cqrps of Artillery— Wounded severely, 2 privates; slightly, 1 captain, 
2 subalterns, 1 sergeant, 1 corporal, 3 privates. 

11th Regt. Wounded severely, 2 sergeants, 2 privates; slightly, 3 
privates. 

19th Regt wounded severely, 1 subaltern. 

21st Regt. killed, 4 privates — wounded severely, 3 privates; slightly, 2 
privates. 

22d Regt. killed, 1 sergeant — wounded severely, 2 corporals, 2 pri- 
vates; slightly, 3 privates. 

23d Regt. killed, 1 private; wounded severely, 1 private. 

Rife Regiments, 1st and 4/A. — killed, 1 corporal, 2 privates; wounded 
severely, 3 privates; slightly, 1 private. 

Grand Total — 1 sergeant, 1 corporal, 7 privates, killed. 

1 subaltern, 2 sergeants, 2 corporals, 14 privates, severely wounded. 

1 captain, 2 subalterns, 1 sergeant, 1 corporal, 12 privates, slightly 
wounded. 

orricsas woundeji. 

Artillery — Captain Biddle, lieutenant Zantzinger, adjutant-lieu tenant 
Watmough. 

Infantry — lieutenant Patterson, 19th regiment. 

Rilled, George Carryl, 25th infantry, orderly to general Gaines. 

ROGER JONES, Aisistant Adj : Genera 
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tion; which being soon done, we resumed the completion of our 
lines, and the unfinished bastions, as before. Four days after the 
action, the enemy, having had an accession of two full regiments, 
opened their second battery, and re-commenced the cannonade 
more vigorously than ever, 

y 

BRITISH OFFICIAL ACCOUNT. 

Return of killed, wounded and mitring of the right divirion, in the assault of 
Fort Erie, on the 1 5th August, 1814/ 

Killed— 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 ser- 
geant, 1 drummer, 51 rank and file. 

% Wounded — 1 major, 9 captains, 11 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 1 master, 20 
sergeants, S drummers, 262 rank and file. 

Missing — 2 captains, 3 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 1 adjutant, 1 midship- 
man, 41 sergeants, 3 drummers, 486 rank and file. 

Total — 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 12 captains, 15 lieute- 
nants, 4 ensigns, 1 adjutant, 1 master, 1 midshipman, 62 sergeants, 7 drum- 
mers, 799 rank and file. 

Officers killed— 1st or royal Scotts, captain Torrens; 8th or King’s re- 
giment, lieutenant Noel; 103d regiment, colonel Scott; 104th regiment, lieu- 
tenant-colonel Drummond. 

Officers wounded — royal navy, captain Dobbs and lieutenant Stevenson 
•lightly; Mr. Harris, master, severely. 

1st or royal Scots, captain Rowan, severely; lieutenant Vaughan slightly. 

8th or king’s, lieutenant Young, slightly. 

41st regiment, flank companies, captains Glew and Bullock, severely; 
lieutenant Hailes, slightly; ensign Townsend, severely. 

89th regiment, captain Barney, acting assistant engineer, severely. 

100th regiment, lieutenant Murray, wounded and prisoner; volunteer 
Fraser, severely. 

103d regiment, major Smelt and captain Gardner, severely; captain 
Colclough and lieutenant Charlton, severely and prisoner; lieutenant Fallon, 
severely; lieutenant Cappage, jun. dangerously; lieutenant Meagher, slight* 
ly; lieutenant Burrows, Hazan, and ensign Nash, severely. 

104th flank companies, captain Leonard and lieutenant M’Laughlan, 
severely. 

Officers missing — general staff, captain Elliott, deputy assistant-quAtfer- 
mpAtcr-general. 

Royal navy, Mr. Hyde, midshipman. 

41st flank company, lieutenant Gardner and ensign Hall. 

103d regiment, captain Irwin; lieutenant Kaye; ensign Huoy; lieutenant 
apd adjutant Pettet. 

EDWARD BAYNES, Adj. Gen. JK A. 
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This I consider the commencement of a period by far the 
roost trying of any during the siege. Our men, daily subjected 
to the most laborious fatigue-duties, were often called out during 
the night to perform those services which the fire of the enemy 
would not permit them to do during the course of the day; while, 
even with this precaution, we had the mortification to see them 
Continually falling around us. 1 do not know what may have been 
the average of our daily losses about this time, but among the 
working parties, particularly those in the face of the enemy, I 
know it to have been very severe.* But this was not all— The 
frequent alarms, and constant expectation of another attack, ren- 
dered it necessary to put at least one third of our men under 
arms every night, while the remaining two-thirds lay down with 
their accoutrements on, their boxes stored with ammunition, their 
muskets in their hands, and their bayonets fixed. 

The effect of these precautions was often witnessed in cases 
of alarm, and I venture to say, from my own experience on such 
occasions, that at no time during the continuance of this state, 
could an enemy have approached within three hundred and fifty 
yards, before the parapet would have been completely lined, and 
the men ready to fire. 

I think it proper here to mention an additional precaution, 
designed to be used in case of a charge. At twilight, every 
evening, a great number of pikes, constructed of the British bayo- 
nets which were taken on the 15th, were laid at two feet distance 
from each other, along the whole extent of our line. These being 
of a length equal to the thickness of the parapet, would have been 
used with great effect in the event of an escalade. 

This mode of life continued for about thirty days, with very 
little variation, except what was sometimes occasioned by the 
skirmishes of our picquets and corps of observation. In the course 
of this time the army had the misfortune to lose the services of 
its amiable commander, general Gaines, who was wounded by a 
shell in the early part of September, in consequence of which ge- 

* I have before me a letter, on this subject, from the engineer who had 
the superintendance of the new bastions, (captain Douglass) in which he 
states his loss at that point to have been from 1 in 16 to 1 in 10 for several 
days. 
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neral Brown, though still labouring under the wounds he had re- 
ceived at the Falls, hastened to the spot, and resumed the com- 
mand of his division. 

At length, about the middle of September, our lines were 
entirely completed, the new bastions nearly so, and four guns ac- 
tually placed in the one nearest the enemy. The brigade of ge- 
neral Porter, having been strengthened about the same time by a 
considerable re-enforcement of New York volunteers, we began 
to entertain some hopes of relieving ourselves from the confine- 
ment to which we had been so long subjected; and some measure 
appeared to be in agitation at head-quarters for the accomplish- 
ment of that object Accordingly, on the lTth, orders were dis- 
tributed to the different corps to supply themselves with ammu- 
nition, and be in readiness to inarch. 

The order was eagerly obeyed, and at two o’clock P. M. of 
.the same day, the army being formed into two columns, under 
generals Porter and Miller, filed out of camp by the left, and ad- 
vanced upon the enemy. The column of general Porter made a 
considerable detour through the woods, in order to gain the ene- 
my’s extreme right; while that of general Miller passed along 
the skirts of the wood, and concealed itself in the ravine mention- 
ed above. While this was taking place, a heavy fall of rain came 
on, which continued the remainder of the day; it had no effect 
however upon our operations; the column of general Porter ap- 
proached its destination with such secrecy and address that he was 
not discovered by the enemy till he rose upon them within pistol- 
shot of their lines. As soon as the firing announced this event to' 
general Miller, he left the ravine in which he lay concealed, and 
charged upon the enemy’s third battery, which being carried, their 
whole line, as far as their second battery inclusive, was in a few 
minutes completely in our possession. 

The object of the enterprise being thus accomplished, the 
army retreaded again within its lines. I have touched very lightly 
on the particulars of this achievement, as every circumstance re- 
lating to it has been happily described in the official letters of ge- 
nerals Brown and Porter; and 1 should not be able to add a single 
item to your stock of facts by so doing. Referring you »to them 1 , 
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therefore,* I shall barely observe, that within half an hour after 
the commencement of the action, the enemy had lost more than a 
thousand of his number, and nearly all his artillery and military 

* Copy of a letter from .major-general Brown to the eecretary of war , dated 
Head-quarters, Camp, Fort Erie, September 29th, 1814. 

Sir — In my letter of the 18th inst. I briefly informed you of the fortu- 
nate issue of the sortie which took place the day preceding. But it is due to 
the gallant officers and men, to whose bravery we are indebted for our suc- 
cess on this occasion, that l should give you a more circumstantial and de- 
tailed account of this affair. 

The enemy’s camp 1 had ascertained to be situated in a field surrounded 
by woods, nearly two miles distant from their batteries and intrenchments, 
the object of which was to keep the parts of the force which was not upon 
duty, out of the range of our fire from Fort Erie and Black Rock. Their in- 
fantry was formed into three brigades, estimated at twelve or fifteen hun* 
dred men each. One of these brigades, with a detail from their artillery, 
was stationed at their works, (these being about five hundred yards distant 
from old Fort Erie and the right of our line.) We had already suffered 
much from the fire of two of their batteries, and were aware that a third was 
about to open upon us. Under these circumstances I resolved to storm the 
batteries, destroy the cannon, and roughly handle the brigade upon duty be- 
fore those in reserve could be brought into action. 

On the morning of the 17th the infantry and riflemen, regulars and mi- 
litia, were ordered to be paraded, and put in readiness to march precisely at 
twelve o'clock. General Porter with the volunteers, colonel Gibson with the 
riflemen, and major Brooks with the, 23d and 1st infantry, and a few dra- 
goons acting as infantry, were ordered to move from the extreme left of our 
position upon the enemy’s right, by a passage opened through the woods for 
the occasion. General Miller was directed to station his command in the 
ravine which lies between Fort Erie and the enemy’s batteries, by passing 
them by detachments through the skirts of the wood — and the 21st infantry, 
under general Ripley, was ported as a corps of reserve between the new bas- 
tions of fort Erie; all under cover, and out of the view of the enemy. 

About twenty minutes before two, P. M. 1 found the left columns, un* 
der the command of general Porter, which were destined to turn the enemy’s 
right, within a few rods of the British intrenchments. They were ordered 
to advance and commence the action. Passing down the ravine, I judged, 
from the report of musketry, that the action had commenced on our left. 
1 now hastened to general Miller, and directed him to seize the moment, and 
pierce the enemy’s intrenchment between batteries No. 2 and 3. My orders 
were promptly and ably executed. Within thirty minutes after the first gun 
was fired* batteries No. 3 and 2, the enemy's line of intrenchments, and his 
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stores. Many of the British officers, who were present at thiif 
affair, pronounced it to have been at least equal, if not superior, 
to any thing of the kind in military history. The best comment 

two block-booses, were in our possession. Soon after battery No. 1 was 
abandoned by the British. The guns in each were spiked by us, or other- 
wise destroyed* and the magazine of No. 3 was blown up. 

A few minutes before the explosion, I had ordered up the reserve un- 
der general Ripley. As he passed me at the head of his column, I desired 
him, as he would be the senior in advance, to ascertain as near as possible, 
the situation of the troops in general, and to have a care that not more was 
hazarded than the occasion required: that the object of the sortie effected, 
the troops would retire in good order, &c. General Ripley passed rapidly- 
on— soon after, I became alarmed for general Miller, and sent an order for 
the 21st to hasten to his support towards battery No. 1. Colonel Upham re- 
ceived the order, and advanced to the aid of general Miller. General Rip- 
ley had inclined to the left, where major Brooks’ command was engaged, 
with a view of making some necessary inquiries of that officer, and in the 
act of doing so was unfortunately wounded. By this time the object of the 
sortie was accomplished beyond my most sanguine expectations. General 
Miller had consequently ordered the troops on the right to fall back— ob- 
sarving this movement, I sent my staff along the line to call in the other 
corps. Within a few minutes they retired from the ravine, and from thence 
to camp. 

Thus one thousand regulars, and an equal portion of militia, in one 
hour of close action, blasted the hopes of the enemy, destroyed the fruits of 
fifty days’ labour, and diminished biaeffective force one thousand men at 
least. I am at a loss to express my satisfaction at the gallant conduct of the 
officers and men of this division, whose valour has shone superior to every 
trial. General Porter, in his official report herein enclosed, has very properly 
noticed those patriotic citizens, who have done so much honour to them- 
selves, by freely and voluntarily tendering their services at a dangerous and 
critical period. 

As the scene of action was in the wood, in advance of the position 1 had 
obosen for directing the movements of the whole, the several reports of the 
commandants of corps must guide me in noticing individuals. 

General Miller mentions lieutenant-colonel Aspinwall, lieutenant-colonel 
Beedle, major Trimble, captain Hull, captain Ingersoll, lieutenant Crawford, 
lieutenant Lee, and particularly ensign O’Fling as entitled to distinction.'! 

Lieutenant-colonel M’Donald, upon whom the command of the rifle 
corps devolved, upon the fall of the brave and generous Gibson, names ad- 
jutants Shortridge of the 1st, and Ballard of the 4th regiment, as deserving 
the highest applause for their promptness and gallantry in communicating 
orders. Of the pther officers of the corps, he reports generally, that the 
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upon it, however, in my view, is the practical one of general 
Drummond— -who broke up his camp three days afterwards, and 
retired rapidly down the river. Thus ended a siege of fifty-one 

bravery and good condoct of all was so conspicuous, as to render it impossi- 
ble to discriminate. 

Major Brooks, to whom much credit is due for the distinguished man- 
ner in whieh he executed the orders he received, speaks in high terms of 
lieutenants Goodell, Ingersol, Livingston, and ensigns Brant and (PFling of 
the 23d— particularly of the latter. Also of captain Simms, lieutenants 
Biseel, Shore and Brinot of the 1st infantry, and lieutenant Watts of the dra- 
goons. 

lieutenant-colonel Upham, who took command of the reserve after gene* 
ral Ripley was disabled, bestows great praise upon major Chambers, of the 
4th regiment of riflemen, attached to the 21st infantry, as also upon captain 
Bradford and lieutenant Holding of that regiment. 

My staff, colonel Snelling, colonel Gardner, major Jones, and my aid-de- 
camp, major Austin and lieutenant Armstrong were, as usual, zealous, intel- 
ligent and active — they performed every duty required of them to my entire 
satisfaction. 

Major Hall, assistant inspector-general, led a battalion of militia, and 
conducted with skill and gallantry. Lieutenant Kirby, aid-de-camp to gene- 
ral Ripley, was extremely active and useful during the time he was in the 
action. 

Lieutenants Frazer and Riddle were in general Porter’s staff; their brave- 
ry was conspicuous, and no officers of their grade were more useful. 

The corps of artillery commanded by major Hindman, which has been 
so eminently distinguished throughout this campaign, had no opportunity of 
taking a part in the sortie. The 25th infantry under colonel Jessup, was 
stationed in fort F«rie to hold the key of our position. 

Colonel Brady, on whose firmness and good conduct every reliance could 
be placed, was on command at Buffalo with the remains of the 22d infantry. 
Lieutenant-colonel M'Hee and lieutenant-colonel Wood of the corps of engi- 
neers, having rendered to this army services the most important, I must 
seize the opportunity of again mentioning them particularly. On every 
trying occasion I have reaped much benefit from their sound and excellent 
advice. No two officers of their grade could have contributed more to the 
safety and honour of this army. Wood, brave, generous and enterprising, 
died as he had lived without a feeling but for the honour of his country and 
the glory of her arms. His name and example will live to guide the soldier 
in the path of duty so long as true heroism is held in estimation. M‘Ree 
lives to enjoy the approbation of every virtuous and generous mind, and to 
receive the reward due to his services and high miliary talents, 
vofc. i. p 
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days, undertaken with the most sanguine hopes, not to say en- 
tire confidence, of immediate success. On visiting their works, 
after they raised the siege, it was astonishing to see the obstruc- 


It is proper here to notice that although but one third of the enemy’s 
forte was on duty when his works were carried, the whole were brought into 
action while we were employed in destroying his cannon. We secured pri- 
soners from seven of his regiments, and know that the 6th and 82d suffered 
severely in killed and wounded, yet these regiments were not upon duty. 

Lieutenant-general Drummond broke up his camp during the night of 
the 21st and retired to his intrenchments behind the Chippewa. A party 
of our men came up with the rear of his army at Frenchman’s creek; the 
enemy destroyed part of their stores, by setting fire to the buildings from 
which they were employed in conveying them. We found in and about their 
camp a considerable quantity of cannon ball, and upwards of one hundred 
stand of arms. 

I send you enclosed herein a return of our loss. The return of prison- 
ers inclosed does not include the stragglers that came in after the action. 

1 have the honour to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient hum- 


ble servant. 

Honourable secretary of roar. 


JACOB BROWN. 


Copy of a letter from brigadier-general Porter to major-general Brown . 

Fort Erie, September 22, 1814. 

Sir, 

In executing the duty you have imposed upon me, of reporting the con- 
duct of the officers and men composing the left column, which you was pleas- 
ed to place under my command, in the sortie of the 17th instant, the pleasure 
1 derive in representing to you the admirable conduct of the whole, is deeply 
chastened by sorrow for the loss of many brave and distinguished men. 

Being obliged, from the nature of the ground, to act on foot, it was im- 
possible that my personal observation should reach to every officer. Some 
part of this report must therefore rest upon the information of others. 

It is the business of this communication to speak of the conduct of in- 
dividuals; yet you will permit me to premise, although well known to your- 
self already, that the object of the left column was to penetrate, by a circui- 
tous route, between the enemy’s batteries, where one third of his force was 
always kept on duty, and bis main camp, and that it was subdivided into 
three divisions— the advance of two hundred riflemen, and a few Indians, 
commanded by colonel Gibson, and two columns moving parallel to, and 
thirty yards distant from each other. The right column was commanded 
hy lieutehant-colonel Wood, headed by four hundred infantry, under major 
Brqgk of the 23d, and followed by five hundred volunteers and militia, being 


Digitized by 


Google 


ATTACK ON FORT ERIE. 


113 


tions through which our men had been obliged to penetrate to get 
at the enemy. All their works were faced with one or more lines 
t >£ abbatis, or felled timber, and you could not move a dozen 
yards, in any direction, without encountering the same kind of 
impediment. 

I am. See. 

parts of lieutenant-colonel Dobbin's, M‘ Barney’s, and Fleming's regiments, 
and was intended to attack the batteries. The left column of five hundred 
militia was commanded by brigadier-general Davis, and comprised the com- 
mands of lieutenant-colonel Hopkins, Churchill and Crosby; and was intended 
to hold in check any re-enforcements from the enemy’s camp; or both columns 
(circumstances requiring it, which frequently happened) to co-operate in 
the same object. 

After carrying by storm in the handsomest style, a strong block-house 
in rear of the third battery, making its garrison prisoners, destroying the 
three 24-pounders and their carriages in the third battery, and blowing up 
the enemy’s magazine, and after co-operating with general Miller in taking 
the second battery, the gallant leaders of the three divisions all fell nearly 
at the same time; colonel Gibson at the second battery, and general Davis 
and lieutenant colonel Wood, in an assault upon the first. 

Brigadier-general Davis, although a militia officer of little experience, 
conducted on this occasion with all the coolness and bravery of a veteran, 
and Tell while advancing upon the enemy’s irrtrcncbments. His loss as a 
citizen, as well as a soldier, will be severely felt in the patriotic county of 
Genessee. Colonel Gibson fully sustained the high military reputation, which 
h£ had before so justly acquired. You know how exalted an opinion 1 have 
always entertained of lieutenant-colonel Wood of the engineers. His con- 
duct, on this day, was, what it uniformly has been, on every similar occasion, 
an exhibition of military skill, acute judgment, and heroic valour. Of the 
other regular officers, lieutenant-colonel Macdonald, and major Brook, senior 
in command, will report to you in relation to their respective divisions. 
Permit me, however, to say of these two officers, that much as was left to 
them by the fall of their distinguished leaders, they were able to sustain 
their parts in the most admirable manner, and they richly deserve the no- 
tice of the government. 

Of the militia, I regret that the limits of a report will not permit 
me even to name all those, who on this occasion established claims to the 
gratitude of their fellow citizens; much less to particularize individual merit. 
Lieutenant-colonels Hopkins, M'Bumey, Churchill, and Crosby, and majors 
Lee, Marcle, Wilson, Lawrence, Burr, Dunham, Kellogg, and Ganson, are 
entitled to the highest praise for their gallant conduct, their steady and 
persevering exertions. Lieutenant-colonel Dobbin being prevented by se- 
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In justice to the high style of defence of the Douglass batte- 
ry, on the 1 5 th of August, and to the general merits of its youth- 
ful commander, who it at present, we believe, a professor of mili- 
tary science at West Point, we think it right to publish the 
following 

vere indisposition from taking the field, major Hall, assistant-inspector-genc- 
ral, volunteered his services to join major Lee in the command of the vo- 
lunteer regiment; and major Lee and every other officer speaks in the high* 
est terms of the gallant and good conduct of this young officer. 

' Captain Fleming, who commanded the Indians, was, as he always is, 
in the front of the battle. There is not a more intrepid soldier in the army. 
I should be ungrateful, were 1 to omit the names of captains Knapp and 
Hull of tbe volunteers, and captain Parker and lieutenant Chatfield of the 
militia, by whose intrepidity I was, during the action, extricated from the 
most unpleasant situation. Captains Kichardson, Buel, and Kennedy, lieu- 
tenants Parkliurst and Brown, and adjutants Dobbin, Bates, and Robinson, 
particularly distinguished themselves. The patriotic conduct of captain 
Elliott with twenty young gentlemen, who volunteered from Batavia, and of 
major Hubbard with fourteen men exempted by ajre from military duty, 
should not be omitted. They were conspicuous during the action. 

You will excuse me, if I shall seem partial, in speaking of my own fami- 
ly, consisting of my brigade-major Frazer, my volunteer aid-de-camp Riddle, 
(both 1st lieutenants in the 15th infantry,) captain Bigger of the Canadian 
volunteers, Messrs. Williams and Delapierre, volunteer aids for the day, all 
of whom except Mr. Williams were wounded. 

Lieutenants Frazer and Riddle were engaged for most of the preceding 
day with fatigue parties, cutting roads for the advance of the column through 
the swamp, and falling timber to the rear, and within one hundred and fifty 
yards of the enemy’s right: w hich service they executed with so much ad- 
dress as to avoid discovery; and on the succeeding day they conducted the 
two columns to the attack. Frazer was severely wounded by a musket ball 
whilst spiking a gun on the second battery. Riddle, after the first battery 
was carried, descended into the enemy’s magazine, and after securing (with 
the assistance of quarter-master Greene of the volunteers, whose good con- 
duct deserves much praise) a quantity of fixed ammunition, blew up the 
magazine, and suffered severely by the explosion. I must solicit, through 
you sir, the attention of tbe general government to these meritorious young 
men. Captain Bigger is an excellent officer, and rendered me much assist- 
ance, but w as dangerously wounded. The other young gentlemen are citi- 
zens, and deserve much credit for their activity, and for having voluntarily 
encountered danger. My aid-de-camp, major Dojc, was confined at Buffalo 
by sickness. 
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Extract of a Letter from Maj, Gen . Gainey dated Headquarter s, 
Augusta , Georgia , October 31,1815. 

w The Douglass battery, and the manner in which it was de- 
fended in the battle of Fort Erie, on the morning of the 1 5th of 
August, are bright within my recollection. Among the many bril- 

On the whole, sir, I can say of the regular troops attached to the left 
column, and of the veteran volunteers of lieutenant-colonel Dobbin’s regi- 
ment, that every man did his duty, and their conduct on this occasion re- 
flects a new lustre on their former brilliant achievements. To the militia 
the compliment is justly due, and I could pay them no greater one than to 
say, that they were not surpassed by the heroes of Chippewa and Niagara in 
steadiness and bravery. 

The studied intricacy of the enemy’s defences, consisting not only of the 
breast-works connecting their batteries, but of successive lines of intrench- 
raents for a hundred yards in the rear, covering the batteries, and enfilading 
each other, and the whole obstructed by abbatis, brush, and felled timber, 
was calculated to produce confusion among the assailants, and led to seve- 
ral contests at the point of the bayonet. But by our double columns, any 
temporary irregularity in the one was always corrected by the other. Our 
success would probably have been more complete, but for the rain which un- 
fortunately set in soon after we commenced our march, which rendered the 
fire of many of our muskets useless, and, by obscuring the sun, led to several 
unlucky mistakes. A 9 an instance of this, a body of fifty prisoners, who had 
surrendered, were ordered to the fort, in charge of a subaltern and fourteen 
volunteers; the officer, mistaking the direction, conducted them towards the 
British camp, in the route by which we had advanced, and they were retaken 
with the whole of the guard, excepting the officer and one man, who foitght 
their way back. Several of our stragglers were made prisoners by the same 
mistake. But, sir, notwithstanding these accidents, we have reason to re- 
joice at our signal success in inflicting a vastly disproportionate injury on the 
enemy, and in wholly defeating all his plans of operation against this army. 

I have the honour to be, with very great respect, your obedient servant, 
P. B. PORTER, Brigadier-general , 

Commanding Volunteers and Militia. 

Major-general Brown, Com*g 14 c. 

Report of the killed, -wounded , and missing of the left division of the army at 

Fort Erie , commanded by major-general Brown, in the sortie against the 

enemy's batteries, on the 17th September , 1814. 

TOTAL OF REGULARS. 

JKffed— 1 lieutenant-colonel, 3 captains, 5 sergeants, 7 corporals, 44 
privates. 
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liant scenes which combined to disperse the clouds and darkness, 
and light up the dawn of that memorable morning, the defence of 
the Douglass battery stands rivalled by few, and, according to the 

W vunded— 1 brigadier-general, 1 brigade-major, 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant- 
colonel, 1 major, 2 captains, 11 subalterns, 1 principal musician, 12 ser- 
geants, 11 corporals, 94 privates. 

Muting— 1 adjutant, 1 sergeant, 4 corporals, 1 musician, 36 privates. 

TOTAL OF MILITIA, &C. 

Killed— 1 brigadier-general, 1 captain, 3 subalterns, 1 sergeant, 1 con 
poral, 12 privates. 

Wounded — 1 major-general, 2 aids-de-camp, 1 brigade-major, 2 cap- 
tains, 2 subalterns, 4 sergeants, 3 corporals, 65 privates. 

Muting— 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, l quarter-master, 2 captains, 4 
subalterns, 9 sergeants, 13 corporals, 6 musicians, 136 privates. 

GRAND TOTAL. 

Killed— 1 brigadier-general, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 4 captains, 3 subal- 
terns, 6 sergeants, 8 corporals, 56 privates. 

Wounded— 1 major-general, 1 brigadier-general, 2 aids-de-camp, 2 bri- 
gade-majors, 1 colonel, 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 4 captains, 13 subal- 
terns, 1 principal musician, 16 sergeants, 14 corporals, 159 privates. 

Misting — 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 1 adjutant, 1 quarter-master, 
2 captains, 4 subalterns, 10 sergeants, 17 corporals, 7 musicians, 172 privates. 

•Aggregate— officers, 45; non-commissioned officers, musicians and pri- 
vates, 466. Total, 511. 

NAMES AND RANK OF OFFICERS. 

Killed — lieutenant-colonel E. 1). Wood, captain and brevet lieutenant. 
CQloncl of engineers. 

Captain L. Bradford, 21st infantry. 

Captain H. Hale, 11th infantry. 

Captain L. G. A. Armistead, 1st riflemen. 

Wounded— Staff, brigadier-general Ripley, 2d brigade, dangerously; 
shot through the neck. 

1st Lieutenant Crawford, 11th infantry, brigade-major, 1st brigade, 
slightly; shot in the arm. 

9th Infantry , lieutenant-colonel Aspinwall, severely, left arm amputated. 

Captain Ingersoll, slightly, in the head. 

1st Lieutenant E. Childs, severely, bayonet wound through the thigh. 

11/A Infantry, 1st lieutenant W. F. Hale, dangerously, shot in the body, 

2d Lieutenant J. Clark, severely, in the body. 

.3d Lieutenant Stevenson, severely, through the thigh. 

3d Lieutenant Davis, dangerously, through the body. 

19/fl Infantry — major Trimble, dangerously, shot through the body: 
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relative number of guns, surpassed, by none. The youthful com- 
mander of that battery excited my admiration. His constancy and 
courage, during a brisk cannonade and bombardment for several 

Ensign Neely, slightly, shot in the thigh. 

21*/ Infantry — Ensign Cummings, severely, in the arm. 

23d Infantry— Ut lieutenant Brown, slightly, in the arm. . 

Ensign O’Fling, mortally, since dead. 

1*/ Riflemen — captain Bamsay, severely, in the groin. 

3d Lieutenant Cobb, severely, in the body. 

4th Riflemen — colonel James Gibson, mortally, died the 16th instant: 

1st Lieutenant Gantt, severe wounds in the arm and side. 

Mitring — 1st lieutenant Ballard, adjutant 4th riflemen, prisoner. 

OF THE MILITIA. 

Killed— brigadier-general Davis, of volunteer brigade. 

Captain Buel, of lieutenant-colonel Crosby’s regiment. 

Lieutenant Brown, of lieutenant-colonel M’Bume/s regiment. 
Lieutenant W. Belknap, of lieutenant-colonel Fleming’s regiment: 

Ensign Blakesley, of lieutenant-colonel M’Bumej’s regiment. 

Wounded — Staff, major-general P. B. Porter, sword wound in the hand. 
1st Lieutenant Frazer, 13th infantry, brigade-major, severely, in the leg. 
1st Lieutenant Riddle, 15th infantry, acting aid-de-camp, slight con- 
tusion. 

Captain Bigger, N. Y. volunteers, acting aid, severely, through the breadl 
and shoulder. 

Lieutenant-colonel Dobbin’s regiment — captain Knap, in the hip. 
Lieutenant Baily, in the side. 

Lieutenant-colonel M’Burney’s regt. capt. Haie, wounded and prisoner. 
Lieutenant-colonel Hopkin’s regiment— lieut. Gillet, through the thigh. 
Musing — Lieutenant-colonel W. L. Churchill, major E. Wilson, quarter- 
master, O. Willcox, captain Crouch, captain Case, lieutenant Case, ensigns 
Chambers, Clark, Church, prisoners. 

C- K. GARDNER, A. G. 

Return of prisoners taken in the sortie from fort Erie , on the 17 th of 
September , 1814. 

Regiment of Watteville— 2 majors, 3 captains, 3 lieutenants, 1 assistant 
surgeon, 4 staff sergeants, 7 sergeants, 7 corporals, t drummer, and 204 
privates. Total, 232. 

Royal artillery— 9 privates. 

1st Regiment royal 9cotts — 2 sergeants, 16 privates. 

6th Regiment— 1 sergeant, 9 privates. 

8th or King’s Regiment— 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 8 sergeants, 
9 corporals, 66 privates. 

82d Regiment— 9 privates 
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weeks, often in the night as well as the day— his gallantry and good 
conduct in the defence, against a vigorous assault, by a vast su- 
periority of numbers, are incidents which can never cease to be 
cherished in my memory, as among the most heroic and most 
pleasing I have ever witnessed.** 

Referencee to the Drawing of the Sitge } and Defence of 
Fort Erie . 

A Fort Erie properly so called. 

a a Bastions built by the British before the work was taken by 
general Brown. 

b A Ravelin, and c c Block-houses built also by the British. 

d d Bastions built by us during the siege. 

e e A Redoubt built also by us, for the security of the Bas- 
tions, a a. Note. The British had a line of picquets for 

this purpose. 

B Our Camp, in its most perfect state of defence, secured as 
follows: — On the right, by the line g, the Douglass batte- 
ry i, and Fort Erie — on the left, and in front by the lines 

89th Regiment — 1 sergeant, 1 corporal, 19 privates. Total, 21. 

Grand Total— 2 majors, 4 captains, 4 lieutenants, 1 ensign, 1 assistant 
surgeon, 4 staff sergeants, 19 sergeants, 17 corporals, 1 drummer, 33 private*. 

Aggregate — 385. 

J. 8NELL1NG, Inspector General 

Copy of a letter from Major-general Brown to the Secretary of war , dated 
Head-quarters, Camp Fort Erie, October 1st, 1814. 

Sir— Looking over my official account of the battle of the 17th ult. I 
find that the names of the regiments which composed general Miller’s com* 
mand, have not been given. As 1 believe it even more important to distin- 
guish corps than individuals, I am anxious to correct the mistake. General 
Miller on that day commanded the remains of the 9th and 11th infantry, and 
a detachment of the 19th. Of three field officers who were attached to them* 
two were severely wounded, lieutenant-colonel Aspinwall, of the 9th, gal- 
lantly leading his men to the attack upon the enemy’s intrenchments, and 
major Trimble, of the 19th, who was shot within their works, conducting 
with great skill and bravery. A detachment of the 17th regiment was at- 
tached to the 21st. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

JACOB BROWN. 

Honourable Secretary of War, 
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fff, and the batteries *, (Fontaine's, afterwards Fanning's) 
l (Biddle's) and m (Towson's.) 
h h Camp traverses. 
n Main traverse. 

0 Magazine traverse, covering also the head-quarters of ge- 

neral Gaines. 
fi Hospital traverse. 

q Grand parade and provost guard traverse. 
r General Brown's head -quarters. 

« Drain. 

t Road from Chippewa up the Lake. 
u Buck's road. 

C The ground on which the volunteers encamped, who joined 
us in September, a few days previous to the sortie. 

D D The enemy's works. 

1 2 3 His first, second, and third battery. 
y y His block-houses. 

z z The roads to his camp. 

v The route of our left column in the sortie, September 17th. 
w That of our right on the same occasion. 
x The ravine, in which the latter waited the signal to charge 
on the enemy’s lines. 

The following note has just been received from the author of the 
preceding article. 

Sin, 

If it be not too late I would correct an error which I believe 
has gained admission into the references to my drawing and cer- 
tainly into my late letter. 

The column of colonel Miller did not enter the enemy’s lined 
at the third battery on the 17th September, but between it and 
the second — That of general Ripley, being the reserve of the 
army, did enter at the third battery at the instant an explosion of 
its magazine took place. 

VOL. i. q 
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FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

THE AMERICAN LOUNGER, JVo. 500 . 

BY SAMUEL SAUNTER, ESR. 

“ I should not be surprised to read, ten years hence, The American 
Lounger, JVo. 500.” Dewwie. 

“ What is this,” says one of Mr. Oldschgors fair readers 
whose dislike of odious gun-powder has induced her to regard 
the preceding article with slight attention. “ Bless me, Samuel 
Saunter again! Well, I am delighted to see you. You were al- 
ways entertaining, though sometimes a little saucy. Come, $it 
down, and tell us where you have been all this time. Let us know 
all about you.” 

To talk of self to a fair auditor, who betrays such tender so- 
licitude, such anxious curiosity! What a temptation! But I have 
little to say that will amuse the idle or detain the curious; I can- 
not gratify the sympathy of friendship, or warn the steps of inex- 
perience. I feel a sort of gloomy unwillingness to enter upon a 
subject, that tends only to recall the memory of time misspent, and 
good counsels unheeded. 

I resume my pen, after a Pythagorean silence, to inform the 
readers of The Port Folio, that during the late wars I felt it my 
duty to endeavour to do the state some service . Although no Ta- 
citus has ever taken my services into consideration, nor any lim- 
ner has honoured my phiz by perusing its lineaments, I can assure 
all my impartial readers , that since my absence I have seen some 
“ moving accidents.” If my head were not bald, I would swear 
that I had had some “ hair breadth ’scapes i* the imminent deadly 
breach,” — and that I was more than once taken by w the insolent 
foe” Without entering, at present, into any of these details, I 
shall simply inform the reader, that as soon as I was rescued from 
the gripe of the grim buccaneer, by the intrepid Decatur, I has- 
tened home. 

Instead of waiting upon my old friend Oliver, I sent him a 
pocket Shakspeare, which he had presented to me many years 
since. It was folded down at that part of Hamlet, where the 
prince informs the king of his return to Denmark, in a letter 
which is couched in these terms: 
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• M High and mighty! you shall know, lam set naked on your 
kingdom . To-morrow I shall beg leave to see your kingly eyes: 
when I shally first begging pardon thereunto , recount the occasion 
of my sudden and most strange return .” 

The book, and the recollection of my habit of making our 
immortal bard speak for me, whenever I could use his language, 
prepared the old, gentleman for my visit. He appeared to be 
much struck with my appearance. Formerly I had been as 
gaunt as a greyhound, but now my person would not stand a bad 
poll at the hustings of an alderman: “ the paleness of the midnight 
lamp” has been exchanged for healthful hues, and my forehead is 
so perfectly denuded of its curling honours, that my friend, who 
knew I had followed a warlike general to the field, supposed I had 
been deserted by my comrades, and left a prey to one of our bor- ✓ 
der warriors: to some rude Choctaw or wandering Mohawk, a 
ferocious Split-Log, a grim-visaged Prophet, or blood-thirsty Big- 
Turtle. The old gentleman, in his good-natured way, passed 
some jokes upon the growing infirmities of age; but I told him 
that though I was u not so young as to love a woman for her sing- 
ing,” 1 was w not so old as to doat upon her for any thing.” 

What with the allurements of trade, the unpleasant intru- 
sions of death, that bane of all good fellowship— matrimony — and 
divers other ills that flesh is heir to, the situation of my friend Old- 
school and myself, bears no remote resemblance to the desertejd 
state of the aged monarch and the honest Kent. 

He comprehended my wishes immediately. A tear stood in 
his eye, but he brushed it away, and invited me to go to his lodg- 
ings; saying, from the play which I had just quoted, “ follow me; 
thou shalt serve me; if I like thee no worse after supper, I will not 
part from thee yet.” 

What passed at our symposium would scarcely bear a repe- 
tition. It consisted chiefly of inquiries about old friends, which 
were so often answered in the mournful monosyllables of dead- 
married, on— gone, that we soon ceased to open our mouths, ex- 
cept at the invitation of a replenished glass or u another cigar.” 

It was however agreed that we should resume the series of 
speculations which formerly contributed, so much to the morn- 
ing’s chat of a milliner’s compter; and in the evening, assisted 
the curling tongs in preparing our belles for new conquests. 
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I never aspired to the dignity of enlarging the bounds of 
knowledge, though the praise of having added something to the 
stock of innocent gayety has been bestowed upon these humble 
labours. In the first paper in which I solicited the attention of 
the town, the ladies were assured that I was a most acceptable 
visitant at tea-parties, for I had something to say to each of the 
fair assembly, and could talk sentiment with an interesting simper. 
I professed to be able to hand a young lady to the piano forte with 
an easy air; and would applaud her execution, though I could 
hardly distinguish between the much admired air of “ The Cot- 
tager’s Daughter” and “ Go to the Devil and shake yourself.” 

I think I may venture to assure my fair readers, that in these 
qualifications a few years have made no material change. The 
ladies of the present day shall find me as useful an appendage to 
the tea-table as I was in former times, when their mothers presi- 
ded at this temple of sociability. I can still coquette with the 
coy, talk sentiment with the serious, and am too well versed in the 
arts of gallantry not to entertain a lady with a pun, who can display 
a good set of teeth: I can create an opportunity for a dimple to 
spread its lure by some lines from the latest poem of Walter 
Scott, and mitigate the severity of a frown by an elegant com- 
pliment 

I can assure my fair readers with the utmost sincerity, that the 
dignified simplicity of a modest woman, which springs from the 
heart and indicates exalted merit, has more charms in my eyes, than 
the finest delineations of the poet or the painter. In the harmless 
pleasures of an evening party, I have listened to the dictates of 
good sense, delivered in language which the poet would not dis- 
dain. In my various pilgrimages, I have tarried in “ knightly 
castles” and w loitered in ladies* bowers,” and I am ready to declare 
that the latter arc better furnished with the festoons of cheerful- 
ness and the garlands of prudence. To them therefore 1 dedicate 
my labours; let me but have the merciful conatmiction of good wo* 
men f 

“ if they smile. 

And say, ’twill do, I know within a while 

All the best men are ours .” — Epilogue to King Henry I'Jll 

ter 
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— — “ Fop you 

I tame my youth to philosophic cares. 

And grow still paler by the midnight lamp. Armstrong. 

It is well known that in the bloom of youth, and when he 
pursued his studies at Cambridge, Milton was extremely beauti- 
ful. Wandering, one day, during the summer, far beyond the 
precincts of the university, into the country, he became so heated 
and fatigued, that he fell asleep at the foot of a tree, where he 
had reclined to rest himself. Before he awoke, two ladies, who 
were foreigners, passed by in a carriage. Agreeably astonished 
at the loveliness of his appearance, they alighted, and having ad- 
mired him, as they thought — unperceived — for some time, the 
youngest, who was very handsome, drew a pencil from her pock- 
et, and having written some lines upon a piece of paper, put it 
with a trembling hand into his own. Immediately afterwards they 
proceeded on their journey. Some of his acquaintance, who were 
in search of him, had observed this silent adventure, but at too 
great a distance to discover who was the person so highly favour- 
ed. Approaching nearer, they saw their friend, to whom, being 
awakened, they mentioned what had happened. 

Milton opened the paper, and, with surprise, read these verses 
from Guarini: (Madrigal, xii. ed. 1598.) 

Occhi, stelle mortal i. 

Minis tre de miei m&Ji, — 

Le chiusi ni accidete, 

AperU cbe f&rete? 

u Ye eyes! ye human stars! ye authors of my liveliest pangs! 
If thus, when shut, ye wound me, what must have been the con- 
sequence if ye had been open?” 

Eager, from this moment, to discover the fair incognita , Mil- 
ton travelled, but in vain, through every part of Italy. His poetic 
fervour became incessantly more and more heated by the idea 
which he had formed of his unknown admirer; and it is, in some 
degree, to her , that his own time, the present time, and the latest 
posterity, must feel themselves indebted for several of the most 
impassioned and charming compositions of Paradise Lost. 

This anecdote has so often been related that it has almost 
assumed the dignity of historical fact: but, that it is entirely the 
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fiction of fancy is evident from the preface to the Poesies de Mad. 
de Surville, where similar circumstances, even to guatre vera 
Italians, are related of Luis de Puytendre. 

His “ poetical fervour” is better accounted for by miss Sew- 
ard, who closes her relation of the anecdote, with the following 
beautiful thought: 

Thrice happy wound, 

Given by his sleeping graces, as ihc fair 
Hung over them enamoured, the desire 
Thy fond result inspir’d, that wing’d them there. 

Where breath’d each Roman and each Tuscan lyre. 

Might haply fan the emulative flame, 

That rose o’er Dante’s song, and rivall'd Maro’s fame. 

In the Hora Ionic jE, a fiocm descriptive of the Ionian 
islands, and part of the adjacent coast of Greece, Mr. Wright has 
selected a spot for his muse, which will naturally awake in minds 
at all imbued with classic lore, a fond interest and an earnest cu- 
riosity. The poet, who has undertaken this delightful task, pre- 
sents us with very fair credentials in his learning, and shows us 
that he has full powers to treat of these matters, by having been 
for some time his Britannic majesty’s consul-general to the re- 
public of the Seven Islands. Many of the verses that compose 
this poem, were written a amidst the scenes which they profess 
to describe;” and we arc ready to subscribe to any of them rather 
than the following: 

My simple Muse in Fancy’s gilded ray 
May sport, the insect of a summer’s day; 

May sparkle like the dew-drop on the flow’r. 

But never please beyond the transient hour. 

In this prediction we do not see “ the poet’s eye in fine phren- 
zy rolling,” nor do we discern that conviction of inward strength 
which Milton felt when he promised immortality to the soldier as 
the reward of his forbearance u when the city was about to be 
stormed.” But modesty is so commendable a quality among the 
ladies, whether ethereal or earthly, that we shall not condemn the 
Muse of the Ionian isles. Another extract will prove that she 
does not soar on Icarian wings. 

Hence to the left extends a spacious plain. 

Nor rich with pastur’d herds, nor waving grain: 
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There bending vines their purple pride display. 

And peaches ripen in the summer ray; 

There swells the fig to more than common size, 

And various fruits in rich succession rise: 

No chilly blasts the tender germ assail. 

By mountains sheltered from each ruder gale; 

The ripVrng fruits no blasting mildews fear. 

Nor fails the vernal promise of the year. 

Oft for these shades, where Nature reigns alone. 

Would great Alcinous quit his regal throne; 

And these the scenes whose beauties could inspire 
The mighty father of the Grecian lyre: 

Nor still the monarch nor the muse they wrong. 

But smile in nature as they bloom in song. 

It is impossible, says the poet, for any one, who traverses the shores of 
tbe old harbour, with the Odyssey in his recollection, to doubt the personal 
acquaintance of Homer with the scenery of Corfu, or to hesitate in assigning 
the garden of Alcinous to the spot here described, which lies at the western 
extremity of the harbour, and is still exclusively devoted to the same sort 
of culture. 

Our squadrons have lately unfurled the triumphant stars 
on the very waves that once were vexed by the contentions of 
the Greeks: and we feel a melancholy pleasure in reflecting on 
the mingled emotions which the gallant supporters of our flag 
must have felt in the contrast of national honour with the present 
degradation of the classical soil. The ferocious corsair now seeks 
shelter in the very harbours that once welcomed the defenders of 
liberty; and die Piraeus, that formerly re-echoed the strains of the 
muse or the exhortations of the orator, is now mouldering in a 
sullen silence, that is interrupted only by the groans of the captive 
and the sighs of wretchedness. 

That all, however, is not changed — that the memory of for- 
mer times is not entirely lost — we have some proofs in this de- 
lightful poem. We shall make another extract, because it is ac- 
companied by an anecdote which is illustrative of the state of man- 
ners in a soil, of which every inch is endeared to the scholar, by the 
fondness of early studies and the reflections of mature judgment. 
In mingled notes the herdsman’s strain I hear, 

List’ning his carol as in uncouth rhymes 
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He sings* the warlike deeds of other times; 

Or wildly modulates to simple lays 
His reed — the Doric reed of ancient days. 

From the learned studies, refined taste and rich poetical 
powers of Mr. White , much augmentation may be expected to 
the public stock of instruction and amusement . — Macte nova 
virtute. 

The modern Du nci ad is a free paraphrase of the first 
satire of Persius. It unites the strength of Pope and the se- 
verity of Gifford. It abounds with good sense and, what is bet- 
ter — good principles. Passing over the wholesome castigation 
which he administers upon a tribe of poetasters, whose names 
have scarcely reached this country, our attention was arrested by 
the strains of animated praise in which he hails the names of bards 
whose thoughts are the conceptions of genius and whose diction 
j s the language of taste. 

No less, for sterling genius, I admire 
Rogers’ pure style, and Campbell’s noble fire; 

Montgomery's strains to taste and feeling true. 

That speak the poet and the Christian toa 
Blest be the man with all that fame can give. 

Who burst the negro’s chain, and bade him live; 

Blest be the bard with glory’s brightest meed 
Whose glowing verse immortalized the deed. 

Far as th* Atlantic* rolls his rapid stream 
A race shall hail the poet and his theme. 

And waft the sound to Guinea’s distant shore. 

That tells her children they are slaves no more. 

* The modem Greeks still retain a variety of traditional stories which 
they derive from classical antiquity; their national dance they pretend had 
its origin in the days of Theseus and consider it as emblematical of that he- 
ro’s adventures in the labyrinth; and the strain which accompanies it, is 
said to be the lamentation of Ariadne, when deserted by him at Naxos. See 
the interesting work of Mr. Guys. 1 once observed a circle of Albanian 
soldiers listening with great attention to a story, recited to them by a boy in 
the most animated manner. They seemed equally interested and delighted 
in the narrative, which excited loud and repeated bursts of laughter. I 
heartily regretted that my ignorance of the modem Greek prevented me 
from participating in their enjoyment; especially as I could distinguish that 
the hero of the tale was Achilles, or, as the modems pronounce his n*me, 
Acbtlev®' 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 


AN AUTHOR’S EVENINGS. 


129 


The praise we justly give to truth divine 
Who can withhold from Crabbe’s unerring line! 

A bard by no pedantic rules confin’d, 

A rigid painter of the human mind. 

. And long as Nature in her simplest guise* 

Or virtuous Sensibility we prize, 

Of well-earned fame no poet shall enjoy 
A juster tribute than the Farmer’s Boy? 

Hail to departed worth! o’erCowPEs’s bier 
Let Genius pause, — and drop her holiest tear: 

To White’s cold turf a weeping pilgrim turn. 

And crown with bays her Grahame’s hallowed urn. 

’Twas their’s to shun the poet’s flowery way, 

Of them Religion ask’d a nobler lay; 

And well their lives its sacred influence caught, 

And justified the precepts which they taught. 

Religion, meek, benevolent, refin’d. 

Breathes universal love to all mankind; 

And acting on this principle alone, 

Weeps for another's sorrows as her own. 

Soft is her voice, and humble are her ways; 

Warm is her heart, and fervent is her praise; 

Fair deeds of virtue all her hours employ. 

She chides with meekness, and forgives with joy. 

Montgomery’s poems are distinguished for piety, tender- 
ness, and high poetical painting; his “ World before the Flood,” 
making allowance for some few inequalities, is a noble pro- 
duction; the death of Adam and Eve, in the fourth canto? is 
above all praise. The tribute which the bard, whom we have 
so liberally quoted, pays to him is strictly just and richly de- 
served. Where genius and piety unite, where superior talents 
are applied to the promotion of religion and virtue, they are en- 
titled to the praise of every good man, and to the gratitude of the 
country. Notwithstanding the Edinburg Reviewers, this poet is 
still read and admired, and they have been no more successful in 
this instance, than they were in their predictions respecting their 
friend Bonaparte, who may now be said to be “ down among the 
dead men.” Disappointed in their hopes, and laughed at for their 
predictions, on this momentous subject, they are now willing to 
recant. In the instance of lord Byron, these gentlemen were 
brought to their senses by the wholesome chastisement of a ner- 
vous pen: if that of Montgomery were to quit w the even tenor of 

VOL. x. R 
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its ways” and rise to the indignant strain of the satirist, he, too, 
might be lauded by these dogmatic doctors of the Scottish school. 

In the Practical Sermons, for the use of families, the rever- 
end Theophilus St. John has chosen some subjects which are sel- 
dom introduced into the pulpit. His discourses on recovery from 
sickness, the new birth in baptism, on kneeling in public worship, 
&c. &c. &c. attract attention by their novelty, and extort appro- 
bation by the singular felicity with which he has treated them. 
They are not decked with meretricious ornaments; although there 
are many expressions highly figurative, their merit is of an higher 
order: they are insinuative, persuasive, and awful. 

The following extract is from the sermon on kneeling in 
public worship, and is a specimen of the peculiar mode of arrest- 
ing the affections, which the pious author posesses: 

I am ashamed to speak of decorum when I am considering 
myself in the more immediate presence of him to; whom u every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue shall confess” to be the king of 
all the earth: but probably the illustration I am about tb produce, 
may not, in some minds, be without its weight 

Transport yourselves in imagination into a theatre — suppose 
one of those dramas to be represented, which amuse the fancy, 
interest the affections, and overpower the heart. See one of the 
principal characters urgent to avert some impending evil— hear 
him with the most impassioned supplications deprecating its 
effect — behold him preparing to fall prostrate on his knees, de- 
claring that, until his petition be granted, his knees shall be fixed 
to the earth; during which he has sat, carelessly and indolently, 
down upon a seat.* Would you endure such a violation of decorum? 

• In Hamlet we read 

Help, angels, make assay! 

Boro, stubborn knees! and, heart, with strings of steel, 

Be soft as sinews of the new-born babe! 

\_Enter Hamlet .] 

Now might I do it, pat, norm he is praying. 

It is evident that when Hamlet enters, he perceives the king upon hit 
knees: but had he prayed, as is the custom of the generality of the members 
of the Church of England, it would not have been easy to have discovered, 
that he was in the aot of supplication. 

In the Gamester , Mrs. Bevei'ly , kneeling, anxious for her husband, sup- 
plicating, “ then hear me, heaven, look down v*th mercy on bis sorrow* ,r 
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Would you not, on the contrary, interrupt the representation with 
loud and vehement expressions of displeasure? Christians, consi- 
der what it is you supplicate of God— to be delivered from the guilt k 
of sin, and the punishment of hell; and consider to whom you make 
your supplications; to Him, u who ruleth all, blessed forever.*’ 
Our church calls upon us, individually, to “ kneel before the Lord 
•ur Maker.” Now, how can we repeat the expression, without 
applying to it ourselves, to our own behaviour, and our own de- 
votion? Can any thing be more ridiculous in appearance, more 
offensive in reality, than uttering with our lips, w O come, let us 
worship, and fall down, and kneel before the Lord our Maker;” 
and then, instead of worshipping Him on our knees, sitting down 
on our seats? I am solicitous to rescue the Church of England 
from the imputation of this egregious inconsistency: I am in- 
expressibly anxious to reclaim many of you, my brethren, from a 
custom which outrages decency, and insults devotion. Our ad- 
dresses to heaven are not to be made with the fear of slaves, 
or the suspicion of strangers, but with reverent love, and hum- 
ble obedience, and cheerful hope. We are, in every act of public 
devotion, to excite reverence, and confirm piety; we are to ap- 
pear to men as acknowledging the power, and imploring the pro- 
jection of the Almighty. 

KT 

FOR THE PORT FOLIO.— REMARKS ON GHOSTS. 

A ghost is supposed to be the spirit of some person deceas- 
ed, who is either commissioned to return for some especial er- 
rand, such as the discovery of a murder, the restitution of money 
unjustly withheld from an orphan or widow— or, in consequence 
of having committed some injustice while living, which act de- 
prives it of rest until justice has been done. Sometimes the oc- 
casion of spirits revisiting this world, is to inform an heir of some 
secret ijlace, in an old trunk for instance, or in a field comer, as 
was once known to have actually happened on the Eastern Shore 
of Maryland, in which case the title-deeds of an estate, or a will 

Beverly rejoins , u I would kneel too, but that offended heaven would turn my 
prayers into curses/* Would Mrs. Siddons hare received her accustomed 
and merited acclamations, had she sat upon a seat, instead of kneeling? 
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had been hidden: or where, in troublesome times, the valuable 
metals of the family had been concealed. Some very conscientious 
ghosts, like the mistress of M the captain bold of Halifax,” cannot 
be at ease under the impression of having defrauded the sexton of 
his dues, and they insist upon their uncanonized bones being taken 
up, and deposited in consecrated ground, with all the rites of Chris- 
tian burial. This idea is the remains of a very old piece of Heathen 
superstition: the ancients believed that Charon was not permitted 
to ferry over the ghosts of unburied persons, but that they wan- 
dered up and down the river Styx for an hundred years, until they 
were admitted to a passage. This is mentioned by Virgil: 

Haec omnis, quam ccrnis, inops inhumataque turba eat: 

Portitor ille, Charon; hi, quos vehit unda, sepulti: 

Nec ripas datur horrendas et rauca fluenta 

Transportarc priur, quam sedibus ossa qui€runt. 

Centum errant annos, volitantque hacc littora circum: 

Turn demum admissi stagna exoptata revisunt. 

The reader will recollect, that in the instance cited from Ha- 
lifax, that the deceived damsel withdrew in the most polite man- 
ner, as soon as the captain had presented her with half a crown 
from his “ regimental small clothes.” 

Sometimes ghosts appear in consequence of an agreement 
made, whilst living, with some particular friend, that he who first 
died, should appear to the survivor. 

Glanvil tells us of the ghost of a person who had lived but a 
disorderly kind of life, for which it was condemned to wander up 
and down the earth, in the company of evil spirits, till the day of 
judgment. 

In most of the relations of ghosts, they are supposed to be 
mere aerial beings, without substance, and that they can pass 
through walls and other solid bodies at pleasure. A particular 
instance of this is given in Relation the 27th, in Glanvil’s Collec- 
tion, where one David Hunter, a sad dog, no doubt, in those day9> 
was, for a long time, haunted by the apparition of an old woman, 
whom he was, by a secret impulse, obliged to follow whenever 
she appeared. This, he affirmed, he did for a considerable time, 
even if he was in bed with his wife; and because his wife could 
not hold him in bed, she would go too, and walk after him til! 
day, though, he continues, she saw nothing. This latter part of 
the story is a little incredible, because, I suspect the sight of the 
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woman, though she might assume the appearance of age, for rea- 
sons best known to herself, was the very circumstance which In- 
duced the rib to follow her husband. David positively declares 
that if a tree stood in her way, he observed her always go through 
it. This I do not doubt: because women will go through any 
thing, even if it be fire and water, much'less a sturdy oak, to com- 
pass their end. Neither do male ghosts stick at trifles; as we 
find the king of Denmark shifting his place, hie et ubique , though 
under ground, whenever Hamlet changed the spot upon which he 
stood; following him as the shadow pursues the substance. We 
sometimes read of ghosts striking violent blows, and that if they 
have not “ ample room and verge enough,’* they overturn all im- 
pediments, like a furious whirlwind. Glanvil mentions an instance 
of this, in Relation 17 th, of a Dutch lieutenant who had the faculty 
of seeing ghosts; and who, being prevented from making way for 
one which he mentioned to some friends as approaching them, 
was, together with his friends, violently thrown down and sorely 
bruised. We further learn by Relation 1 6th, that the hand of a 
ghost is w as cold as iron.” As ghosts are invulnerable, we have 
the authority of Shakspeare for advising all persons against any 
thing like bodily c< oppugnation;” blows aimed at them being but 
u malicious mockery.” 

According to the best received accounts, the usual time at 
which ghosts make their appearance, is midnight; though some 
audacious spirits have been said to appear even by daylight; but 
of this there are few instances, and they are mostly ghosts who 
have been laid in the Red sea, or elsewhere, and whose times of 
confinement have expired: these are saii to return more trouble- 
some and daring than ever. It is an established law, however, 
that none can appear on Christmas eve. This we learn from 
Shakspeare: 

It faded on the crowing of the cock. 

Seme say that ever ’gainst that season comes 
Wherein our Saviour’s birth is celebrated. 

This bird of dawning singeth all night long: 

And then, they say, no spirit dares stir abroad; 

The nights ate wholesome, then no planets strike, 

No faery takes, nor witch hath power to charm. 

So hallowed a»d so gracious is the time . — Hamlet 
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Ghosts appear in the same dress which they usually wore 
wliilst living, though they are sometimes clothed all in white; but 
these are chiefly the church-yard ghosts who have no particular 
business, but seem to appear, pro bono publico , or to scare idle 
apprentices from playing pranks over their tombs. 

I cannot learn that ghosts carry tapers in their hands, as they 
are sometimes depleted, though the room in which they appear, 
if without fire or candle, is sometimes said to be as light as day. 
Dragging chains, is not the fashion of English ghosts; chains and 
black vestments being chiefly the accoutrements of foreign spec- 
tres, seen in arbitrary governments. One instance, however, of 
an English ghost, dressed in black, is found in the celebrated bal- 
lad of William and Margaret; 

And clay-cold was her lily hand. 

That held her table throud. 

This, however, may be considered as a poetical license, used in 
all likelihood for the sake of the opposition of lily to sable: or per- 
haps because black was thought to become the complexion of the 
lady; and every one will admit that ghosts should be dressed to 
the best advantage to make them look even decent. 

If, during the time of the apparition, there is a lighted candle 
in the room, it will bum extremely blue; this is so universally ac- 
knowledged that many ancient philosophers have busied them- 
selves in accounting for it, without once doubting the truth of the 
fact. Dogs too, haye the faculty of seeing spirits, as we find in 
Hunter’s case, before quoted; but they show signs of terror, by 
whining and creeping to their master Tor protection. It is generally 
supposed that they see things when their owner cannot: there be- 
ing some persons, particularly those bom on Christmas eve, who 
cannot see spirits. 

The coming of a spirit is announced some time before its ap- 
pearance, by a variety of loud and dreadful noises; sometimes 
rattling in an old hall, like a coach and six, and rumbling up and 
down the stair-case like the trundling of bowls or cannon balls. 
The majesty of Denmark is made to “ jump” at the dead hour of 
midnight: no doubt because he was hopping mad at the little stir 
which his tame animal of a son, made about his suspicious death, 
and the sudden nuptials of his mother. I understand the passage 
in this sense, because immediately after, when Marcellus endea- 
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vours to strike at the ghost with his partisan, we find the old gen- 
tleman skipping about with the nimbleness of a mountebank: 

Ber. Tis herel 

Bor. Tis here!! 

Mar. Tis here!!! 

But in general the door flies open, and the ghost stalks slow- 
ly up to the foot of the bed, and, opening the curtains, looks stead- 
fastly at the person by whom it is seen; a ghost being very rarely 
visible to more than one person, although there are several in com- 
pany. It is here necessary to observe, that it has been found uni- 
versally by experience, as well as affirmed by divers apparitions 
themselves, that a ghost has not the power of speaking until it 
has been addressed. Thus Bernardo tells his friend Hamlet, 
u It would be spoke to.” 

Thus, notwithstanding the urgency of the business on which it 
may come, every thing must stand still, until the person can find 
courage to speak to it: an event that sometimes does not take 
place for many years. It has not been found that female ghosts 
are more loquacious than those of the male sex, both being equal- 
ly restrained by their law. 

The most approved mode of addressing a ghost is by com- 
manding it in the name of the three Persons of the Trinity, to tell 
you who it is, and what is its business. This it may be necessary 
to repeat three times; after which it will, in a low and hollow 
voice, declare its satisfaction at being spoken to, and desire the 
party addressing it, not to be afraid, for it will do him no harm. 
This being premised, it commonly enters into the narrative, which 
being completed, and its requests or commands given, with in- 
junctions that they be immediately executed, it vanishes away, 
frequently in a flash of light. In this case some ghosts have 
been so considerate as to desire the party to whom they appeared 
to shut their eyes: sometimes the departure is attended wi^Ji de- 
lightful music. During the narration of its business, a ghost must 
by no means be interrupted by questions of any kind. Such in- 
civility is attended with danger: if any doubts arise, they must 
be stated after the spirit has ended its tale. Questions respecting 
its state, or the state of any of their former acquaintance, are of- 
fensive and not often answered; spirits, perhaps, being restrained 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



136 REMARKS ON GHOSTS. 


from divulging the secrets of the prison-house. Shakspeare says 
expressly that they are forbidden. Occasionally spirits will even 
condescend to talk of common occurrences, as is instanced by Glan- 
vil, in the apparition of major Sydenham to captain Dyke, Rela- 
tion 10th, wherein the major reproved his friend for suffering a 
sword which he had given him, to grow rusty; saying, “ captain, 
captain, this sword did not use to be kept after this manner when 
it was mine.” This attention to the state of arms was a remnant 
of the major’s professional duty when living. 

It is somewhat remarkable that ghosts do not go about their 
business like persons of this world. In cases of murder, a ghost, 
instead of going to the next justice of the peace, or to the nearest 
relation of the deceased, appears to some poor labourer who knows 
none of the parties, draws the curtains of some decrepid nurse or 
alms- woman, or hovers about the place where the body is deposit- 
ed. The same circuitous mode is pursued with regard to the re- 
dressing of widows and orphans; in which cases it seems that the 
shortest and most certain way would be, to go to the person guilty 
of the injustice, and haunt him continually until he be terrified in- 
to restitution. Or they might communicate with one of the wor- 
shipful judges of the orphan’s courU Nor is the indication of lost 
writings managed in a more summary way; the ghost commonly 
applying to a third person, ignorant of the whole affair, and a stran- 
ger to all concerned.* But it is presumptuous to scrutinize too 
far into these matters: ghosts have, undoubtedly, forms and cus- 
toms peculiar to themselves. 

If, after the first appearance, the persons employed, neglect 
or are prevented from performing the message or business com- 
mitted to their management, the ghost appears continually to them 
at first; at first with a discontented, next an angry, and at length 
with a furious countenance, threatening to tear them to pieces, if 
the matter is not forthwith executed; sometimes terrifying them, 
as in Glanvil’s Relation 26th, by appearing in many formidable 
shapes, and sometimes even striking them violent blows. Ofblows 

• The editor will thank some one of his friends, on the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland, for an account of a ghost, whose testimony was produced in one 
of the county courts, some years ago. Very little is known about American 
ghost9,and it is desirable to asceitain whether the forms of government make 
any change in their habits: in other words, what is the difference between a 
royal and republican ghost. 
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girfcn by ghosts there are many instances, and some which have 
been followed by incurable lameness. 

It should have been observed, that ghosts, in delivering their 
commissions, in order to ensure belief, communicate to the per- 
sons employed, some secret, known only to the parties concerned 
and themselves, the relation of which always produces the intend- 
ed effect. The business being completed, ghosts appear with a 
cheerful countenance, saying they shall now be at rest, and will 
never more disturb any one. They return their thanks to the 
agent, and sometimes reward him by communicating some secret 
relative to himself, which nothing will ever induce him to reveal. 

When any eminent person is about to enter their regions they 
make a great noise, like women in Philadelphia, at a fire in the 
night- time. 

In the most high and palmy state of Rome, 

A little ere the mightiest Julius fell, 

The graves stood tenantless, and the sheeted dead 
Did squeak and jabber in the Roman streets. 

Sometimes ghosts appear, and disturb a house, without deign* 
ing to give any reason for their trespass. It is never known that 
an action of ejectment has been sustained, though the main points, 
the entry and ouster are matters of notoriety to the whole neigh- 
bourhood: nor can an ordinary sheriff’s jury take cognizance, be- 
cause the entry itself being unlawful and against the consent of 
the affrighted owner, there is no holding over to complain of. The 
shortest and the only way is to exorcise or lay them. Whether thia 
sort of action has ever been tried in America I know not; but in 
England, it has been used time whereof the memory of man run- 
neth not to the contrary . The process is to issue a summon^ 
to his worship, the parson of the parish, and another to the butler 
of the castle, who is required (by duces tecum ) to bring him 9om6 
of the best ale and provisions which he can find in his master's lar- 
der. The jury is composed of alkwhom curiosity or the love of 
good cheer can collect. After having sufficiently fortified them- 
selves against the approach of the spirit, he is met and discomfit- 
ed with ease by the parson in a Latin formulary: — a language that 
strikes the most audacious ghost with terror. What would be 
the effect of Greek, or wild Irish, or the American Choctaw, in 
not yet known. A ghost cannot be laid “ for ninety-nine’ years, 
vo>. r. s 
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renewable forever,” but he may be for any term less than a cen- 
tury, and in any place or body, full or empty; as a solid oak — the 
pommel of a sword, a but of beer, if an alderman — a pipe of Ma- 
deira, if a gentleman- — he may be rolled up in parchment, if a law- 
yer, or confined to the garret, if an author. But of all places the 
most common, and what a ghost least likes, is the Red sea; it be- 
ing related, in many instances, that ghosts have most earnestly be- 
sought the exorcists not to confine them in that place. It is ne- 
vertheless considered as an indisputable fact, that there is an infi- 
nite number laid, perhaps from its being a safer prison than any 
other, nearer at hand, though neither history nor tradition gives 
us any instance of ghosts escaping or returning from this kind of 
transportation before their time. Shakspeare had this sea in his 
mind’s eye, when he made Prospero talk about calling “ spirits 
from the vasty deeji ,” i. e. the Red sea. I have not leisure to in- 
quire whether this repugnance, arises from any old grudge be- 
tween the Egyptians and the ghosts. The former may, perhaps, 
claim the privileges of p re -occupancy, and not be very civil to the 
new comers. This circumstance, and the length to which these 
researches have been extended, induce me to conclude, in the 
words of the learned masters of the law, qutre de hoc . 

ICT 


FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE TRAGEDY OF TAMERLANE. 

Tamerlane was unquestionably a mighty conqueror; twen- 
ty-seven crowns were the splendid rewards of thirty-five victori- 
ous campaigns; Bajazet and the Ottoman empire sunk beneath 
his arms. From the Volga to the Persian gulf, and from the 
Ganges to Damascus, the nations owned his sway. In the plenitude 
of his power and pride, he is said to have entertained the stupend- 
ous or ridiculous project of subduing Africa, entering Europe by 
the Straits of Gibraltar, vanquishing the powers of Christendom, 
and returning home by the deserts of Russia and Tartar)'. This 
fanciful campaign may excite a smile; but the evidence of history 
will justify our admiration of the power, which, while it was dis- 
playing itself upon the borders of Europe, could plan and nearly 
accomplish the overthrow of the Chinese empire Imagination 
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is&tartled at this almost boundless range of conquest, and by some 
inexplicable perversion of the human mind, it delights in magni- 
ying the exploits and celebrating the praises of a conqueror. But 
the voice of philosophy will stigmatize Tamerlane as the scourge 
and the destroyer of mankind. History, in presenting to us the sword 
of Alexander, has enwreathed it with flowers; innumerable lives 
tere sacrificed to his ambition; but his soul was magnanimous, 
tis victories ennobled by humanity, and the character of the con- 
queror was exalted and adorned by the graces and accomplish- 
ments of the hero. 

From this model Rowe seems to have delineated his Tamer- 
lane, excluding, however, all that could debase, and adding all that 
could exalt his nature. History is outraged by his fanciful mis- 
representations, and few would imagine that this Phenix of human 
virtue, was, in sober truth, a peasant and a rebel, rude in mind, 
and deformed in body, a fierce barbarian, resembling Alexander 
in nothing but the scene and destructiveness of his victories. By 
the slaughter of myriads of human beings, this very amiable mon- 
arch succeeded in extirpating the flourishing cities of A&rachan, 
Delhi, Ispahan, Bagdad, Aleppo, Damascus, Smyrna, and innu- 
merable others, and the ground which they had occupied was of- 
ten marked by pyramids of human heads, a mode of architecture 
to which he was invariably partial. A certain number of these 
trophies was enforced by peremptory command, and on the ruins 
of Bagdad alone he erected ninety thousand, in one column. 
Smyrna was bravely defended against his assaults by the zealous 
courage of the Rhodian knights; it was taken by storm; all that 
breathed were put to the sword, and the heads of the Christian 
heroes were lanched from the engines, on board of two Europe- 
an ships that were at anchor in the harbour: — but it is unnecessa- 
ry to accumulate instances of his inhuman cruelty; I shall only 
add that his perfidy and treachery were no less conspicuous, and 
then leave the reader to compare the original with the copy. 

The author of this tragedy seems to have considered Tamer- 
lane and Bajazet as the opposite extremes of his dramatic ba- 
lance, and that as the one was elevated the other must necessarily 
be depressed. Both were conquerors; the palm of slaughter and 
injustice was equally divided, till, by extending their dominions, 
they encountered each other, and the genius of the Ottoman sunk 
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beneath that of the Mogul. The Sultan, from the rapidity of his 
marches, and the fiery energy of his character, was called w tkt 
Lightning;” but Rowe has exhibited these qualities only in his im- 
potent and frantic ravings. He has depicted him in colours of 
Unnatural, or at least unnecessary, savageness. His ferocity is nol 
human, for it is causeless and unappeasable. There are character! 
which should never be drawn: — features distorted by deformity 
or disfigured by disease, cannot form a pleasing object of contem- 
plation; the fidelity of the draught will only render it more dis 
gusting, and no partial aberration can be set up in opposition U 
the general tendency of nature. Hence, it is an insufficient plei 
that the inextinguishable rancour and inhuman ingratitude of Bti 
jazet are consistent with his character; for if that character can 
claim no alliance with general humanity, its actions must be ne- 
cessarily unnatural. It is mere fallacy to raise absurdities upqn 
some fancied peculiarity, and then talk of consistency. Upon this 
principle, an author might inform us that his hero has an unac-r 
countable partiality for bodily pain, and, on the strength of this 
penchant, introduce him binding himself, with a smile, to the rack, 
and gaily requesting his friend to break his shins in as many places 
as possible. Tamerlane and Bajazet are both, perhaps, out of na- 
ture, and certainly irreconcileable with history. A poet need not 
servilely copy the records whence he extracts his fable; but if he 
retain the names, he should not discard the qualities of the origi- 
nals. The two monarc hs of Rowe’s drama might as well have 
been called Alexander and Darius. 

He has, evidently, pushed his leading characters into oppo- 
site extremes, in order to produce effect by contrast. The effect 
is produced; but it may be doubted whether it is judicious or 
pleasing. The opposition is too glaring, too stubborn to harmo- 
nize in one piece. So painfully predominant is the stronger co- 
lour, that it subdues all the chaste and delicate tints, which should 
ljave given dignity and character to the canvass. It reminds us 
of some sign-painting of the Serpent and Eve, in which the for- 
mer is so elaborately and gaudily arrayed, his scales so resplen* 
dent with gold, and his body sprawling in such sparkling involu- 
tions, that having bestowed a careless glance upon the woman* 
our eyes are involuntarily attracted by the reptile. Compared 
whh the impetuous ferocity of the Ottoman, the pacific virtue* 
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of Tamerlane appeared cold and insipid. This is both a moral 
and technical fault; the interests of virtue, as well as the drama* 
would have been promoted by giving a greater preponderance to 
the amiable Mogul. As it is, he bestows little upon the play ex* 
eept his name. 

Other motives, however, may have influenced Rowe in deli- 
neating these characters, which, it is said, were intended as por- 
tiaits of the two then reigning monarchs of France and England. 
If any resemblance can be traced, it would, perhaps, be difficult 
to decide which caricature is the most monstrous. No allu&ioe 
was, possibly, intended by the author; but national vanky or prc* 
judice would cherish the supposition, and while it conferred a po- 
pularity, however temporary, the poet was, doubtless, little soli- 
citous to condemn his work to comparative obscurity, by explain- 
ing that it was misapplied. All bigotted feeling and local allusion, 
as far as these personages are concerned, having been, long since, 
obliterated, we can now contemplate this production in its real 
features, and in this view it may be still temperately admired. We 
can now praise with moderation and condemn with candour; such 
at least shall be my study in proceeding to notice the subordinate 
personages and general merits of this tragedy. This survey cav- 
not be brought within the compass of a single communication, and 
1 shall therefore endeavour to accomplish it in a second essay. 

TASSO AND ARIOSTO. 

T*AN8|<ATKD FROM THE STORIA DELI. A POESIA ITALIAN A, 

BY TIRABOSOHI. 

It appears to me that between these two poets, no just and 
adequate comparison Can be made, and that to put the Jerusalem 
of Tasso in comparison with the Orlando of Ariosto, is the same 
•a to compare the Eneid of Virgil, with the metamorphoses of 
Ovid. For the Jerusalem is an epic poem, and the Orlando is a 
romantic poem,* or a romance in verse, things too different in 
their nature to be compared. Ridiculous, therefore, is the blame 
attached by some to Ariosto, because he has not preserved the unit 
ty of action; because he has not interwoven his episode with the 
main action; because he has' narrated things wholly impossible; 

• Poem a Romanic sco . Tirab- 
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because he has mingled the grave with the burlesque, and other 
similar defects, against which they say that Tasso has wisely 
guarded. If Ariosto had wished to present us with an epic poem, 
he would, with reason, be condemned. But what reason have we 
to condemn him for preferring a romantic to an epic poem? Is it 
not the same, for example, as to censure Livy for writing a histo- 
ry and not a poem? Nor do I hold their judgment perfectly cor- 
rect, who affirm that Tasso’s is the better poem, but that Ariosto 
is the greatest poet: for, it cannot be strictly said that one poem is 
better than the other, when they are of such different kinds. Since, 
then, the two poems, collectively, cannot be compared, all that re- 
mains to be done is to examine the two poets, one with the other, 
in those qualities which are common to both. 

Three things, in my opinion, may be separately reviewed— 
fecundity of imagination, vivacity in narration, and elegance of 
style. With respect to the first, I flatter myself, that the great- 
est idolizers of Tasso do not deny, that it is more abundant in 
Ariosto, who has introduced into the Orlando so many and such 
delightful inventions, that it was not without reason that cardinal 
Ippolito d’Este asked him, as it is reported, where he had found 
s6 many w r himsical fancies.* There is scarcely a canto in which 
some new and unexpected adventure does not present itself, 
which wonderfully delights the reader and enchains his attention. 
Tasso, although he too knows how to change the scene and vary the 
objects, yet these are not in common such as are the offspring of 
a fervid imagination, but are, for the most part, drawn from other 
poets, or conceived according to their ideas. It is true, that as 
Ariosto wrote a romance in verse, he might indulge his fancy 
more easily, and many things were lawful to him, which were 
not so to Tasso; for to the former it was permitted to recount 
things very unlikely, and even really impossible, according to the 
privilege of a writer of romances, which was, by no means, allow- 
ed to the latter. The Hippogrif of Rugguri, the ascension of As- - 
tolfo to the moon, the folly of Orlando, and other similar inven- , 
tions of that extravagant brain, were exceedingly fit in a poem of 
the nature, which Ariosto undertook to compose; but in a serious 
heroic poem, such as that of Tasso, they would have merited the 
severest censure. It is evident to me, however, that the author of 

9 “ Corbellerie ” — Bagatelles 
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the Orlando had a more lively and fruitful imagination than t\fi 
author of the Jerusalem. 

With regard to that which appertains to the force of narra- 
tive and the vivacity of description, I know not what effect is pro- 
duced on others by a perusal of these two poems. As to myself, I 
confess that the narrations of Tasso please, fascinate, and if I may 
speak so, seduce me; so full of grace are they, and in every part 
so polished and perfect; whilst those of Ariosto snatch me from 
myself and light up in my bosom all that enthusiastic fire with 
which they are themselves replete; so that it does not appear to 
me that I read, but that I see things described. Tasso seems to 
me to be a beautifully delicate miniature painter, in whom we be- 
hold a colouring and a design, which possess all the perfection 
that can be desired. Ariosto, on the contrary, seems to me to be 
a Giulio Romano, a Buonarruotti, a Rubens, whose bold and ar- 
dent pencil places before my eyes, and makes me, as it vfe re, 
touch with my hand, the grandest, the most impassioned, and the 
most terrible objects. Yet the same Ariosto, when he pleases to 
use a more delicate pencil, can command it, in such a manner as 
not to yield to any one. Angelica, the fugitive, Olympia aban- 
doned, and a hundred other parts of a similar description, which 
we find in the Orlando, may challenge a comparison #with the 
most delightful productions exhibited by the muses of Greece 
and Rome. It must be owned, hpwever, that the incidents of 
Ariosto are not always equally pleasing; that they sometimes 
languish, and appear, as it were, to crawl along the ground, whilst 
those of Tasso are better sustained and more equal. This was, 
perhaps, the art of Ariosto, to give a greater effect, by the force 
of contrast, to those narrations, in which he was anxious to phine, 
and it will only prove that Ariosto is not always equal to himself; 
lilt it will by no means prove, that he was not, when he pleased, 
superior to all others. 

We now come to speak of the elegance of style; and 
here I cannot deny that Tasso is superior to Ariosto, since every 
word, and every expression is studiously selected, and every 
thing said by him is said in the noblest manner possible. Ariosto, 
more intent on things than words, is not over diligent in the 
choice of his expressions, and he sometimes even uses low and 
vulgar phrases. He knows, however, how to elevate his tone, to 
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use, at times, the most expressive terms, and, when it is agreea- 
ble to him, to introduce into his verses flowers and delights; and 
he shows us by it, that if he had chosen to use the file more assi- 
duously on the Orlando, it would not, even in elegance, have fallen 
short of any other poem. But it seems to be the fate of the rarest 
and most fervid minds, not to be able to bring themsevles to under- 
take the toil of polishing their works. In this defect, itself, per- 
haps, we may discover their genius; for if they had laboured more 
in art, they would in a less degree have pursued nature, which is, 
at last, the fairest of all the wreathes that adorn a poet’s brow. 

This is my opinion concerning Tasso and Ariosto, and, from 
what has been said, every one may perceive that, were it possible 
to make a comparison between these two poets, I should lean in 
favour of Ariosto. I know that, in support of this sentiment, I 
have to contend with some illustrious and powerful adversaries, 
and among these the immortal Metastasio, who, in one of his let- 
ters, which is printed and addressed to Ch. Sig, Don. Domenica 
Diodati, a Neapolitan counsellor, after having said that, in the 
early part of his life, he had been a passionate admirer of Ariosto, 
adds, that having at a more mature period of his days, and with a 
sounder judgment, read the Jerusalem, of whose merits he gives 
a lively description, he felt himself filled with admiration of Tasso, 
and with an ineffable contempt for those who believed the outra- 
geous Ariosto his only rival. The judgment of such a man is so 
much to be reverenced, that if he treated of any theory, I would 
willingly yield, and confess my conviction. But here we treat of 
that feeling, which every one proves in himself, and which neither 
reasoning nor authority is sufficient to alter. It may be, indeed, 
that this is the effect of taste, in me by nature, less pure; but, 
such as it is, it is mine, and I have not the ability to change it. 
Metastasio, however, does not give the preference to Tasso with- 
out reserve; for after having said that the investigation is loaded 
with difficulty, he thus concludes: u If, to manifest his power, it 
should please the fancy of our good father Apollo to make me a 
great poet, and to that end he were to order me to open my* c ^ 
freely to him, and that he would inspire me with the genius to 
compose which of these two celebrated poems I liked best, I 
should, certainly, hesitate very much in the choice; but through 
my excessive propensity to order, exactness, and system, I ^ 
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that, in the end, I should incline to the Jerusalem.” To Metas- 
tasio, with that modesty which is proper to great minds, I now, 
who am so much his inferior, should answer Apollo with less he* 
sitation, and my reply would be something different. If he were 
to require me to write an epic poem, I should beseech him to let 
me write such as that of Tasso: if he should persuade me to un- 
dertake a romance in verse, I should entreat him to make me 
another Ariosto. Should he ask me generally which of the two 
poets I could wish to equal in natural talent for poetry, I should, 
first begging pardon of Tasso, pray him to be bountiful to me in 
that which was possessed by Ariosto. * * 

OF STEAM AND STEAM-ENGINES. 

Oldsohool, 

Thb application of steam to the warming of apartments, is 
well treated in Buchanan’s book on that subject. The palace of 
Diocletian was heated by Rues passing along the sides of all the 
rooms, but I cannot at present find my authority for suspecting 
that it was heated by steam. I find no authority either, as to the 
heat of the hot- houses of the ancients. The application of steam 
and spirit of wine-vapour, which is also steam, to the purposes 
of general and lqcal baths and sudorifics, was first introduced into 
England by Dr. Dominiceti, who had an establishment for the pur- 
pose in Panton square in the parish of St. James, some time about 
the year 1772: he used medicated steam-baths for disorders both 
general and local. A Dr. Henry who, about the year 1 800, lodged in 
t,his city in Spruce-street, between Second and Third, had also a 
patent for the topical application of the vapour of spirit of wine 
(that is steam, for water is formed during the combustion) to gou- 
ty swellings; and it was certainly of use. But he was forestalled 
by Dominiceti, and all of them by a German author, whose method 
of applying it was published lately with a plate in the Aurora, and 
is the same with the subject matter of a patent discovery by a Dr. 
Jennings, if I mistake not. Congress ought to purchase for l)r. 
Thornton, the Repertory of Arts, and the collection of Brevets d’ln- 
vention, where he would find the origin of many discoveries that 
adorn his records. 

The subject of steam-engines, belongs to chemical and me- 
chanical science, but there are so many of your readers concerned, 

VOL. It T 
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or likely to be concerned in the building or purchasing of steam- 
engines, that I think the following information on the subject, fur- 
nishing them with tnatter to compare the prices asked, and the 
powers okered, with what the same power can be afforded for in 
Dublin, will prove an acceptable article for your miscellany. 
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REMARKS. 


Irish currency is about eight per cent less than English ster- 
ling money* 
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The prices here given are about twenty per cent less than 
those of Boulton and Watt, which however may not be dearer in 
feet, owing to the excellence of the workmanship of Boulton and 
Watt’s engines. 

A bushel struck, of bituminous coal will weigh about seventy 
pounds: a bushel of the flameless smoakless coal of Wiikesbarre 
and Lehigh, is sold for eighty pounds even with the rim not up- 
heaped as in England: if upheaped, a bushel of bituminous coal 
will weigh seventy-eight or eighty pounds. 

A horse power is equivalent to the continued force of sixteen 
men, in common steam-engine calculation. 

The above engine seems to be on Boulton and Watt's con- 
struction, where the injection water is used to condense the steam: 
but of late. Watt’s original idea of letting the steam escape, adopt- 
ed in Trevethick’s pressure-engine, is employed in Ireland; with 
this difference, that the cylinder and piston are inclosed in the 
boiler, and the piston worked horizontally. In the pressure-en- 
gine, long known and used in England, they work occasionally with 
steam that supports eighty pounds on the square inch; but this is 
I think too high, for many reasons. 

The above table was published in the North American Jour- 
nal, and I have added to it some remarks of my own. 

The following account is from the Philosophical Magazine, 
for October, 1815, and will probably be new to your readers: 

From Messrs. Leans’ printed report of steam-engines in 
Cornwall, it appears, that in the month of August 1815, thirty-three 
engines consumed seventy-eight thousand four hundred and twen 
ty-one bushels of coal — (N.B. In England coals are sold by the 
bushel, upheaped, not struck: that is, the coals are piled so that the 
apex of the cone in the middle of the bushel, shall be eight inches 
above the level of the edge of the bushel:) — and lifted six hundred 
fifty-nine million one hundred and seventy-one thousand pounds of 
water, one foot high, being an average of nineteen million nine 
hundred and seventy-five thousand pounds for each engine. 

Woolf’s engine at Wheal- Var during the same month con- 
sumed eight hundred and thirty bushels of coal, and lifted with 
each bushel forty-eight millions one hundred and fifty -two thousand 
pounds one foot high: his engine at Wheal Abraham, during the 
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same period, consumed one thousand three hundred and fourteen 
bushels of coal, and by each bushel lifted forty-two million four 
hundred and eighty -two thousand pounds one foot high. (A horse 
power in Boulton and Watt’s engine is considered, I believe as 
equal to thirty-three thousand pounds one foot high per minute.) 

During the month of September, thirty -two engines consum- 
ed eighty-seven thousand seven hundred and ninety-two bushels 
of coals, and lifted five hundred eighty-nine million nine hundred 
and twelve pounds one foot high; equal to eighteen million three 
hundred and seventy-two thousand for each engine with one bushel 
of coals. 

At Wheal-Var in September, Woolf’s engine with each of 
one hundred and eighty bushels of coal, raised forty-seven million 
six hundred and ninety thousand pounds, and for part of the month 
with each of five hundred and ninety-four bushels consumed, lifted 
forty-four million three hundred and seventy-seven thousand pounds 
one foot high. 

Woolf’s engine at Wheal Abraham, consumed in September 
one thousand two hundred and seventy-eight bushels, and each 
bushel lifted forty-nine million two hundred and eighty-four thou- 
sand pounds one foot high. 

By a letter from Cornwall of the 8th October, we are in- 
formed that up to that date, Woolf’s engine had been perform- 
ing from the 1 st of last month so high as fifty-six million, with 
each bushel of coals. Thus it appears that Woolf’s engine per- 
forms work with tho same weight of coals, in comparison to the 
other Cornwall engines, in the proportion of five to two. One 
mine in Cornwall, will often require in coals for one year, twenty- 
live thousand pound sterling. 

N. B. A chaldron of coal of thirty-six bushels weighs from 
twenty-five to twenty-eight hundred of one hundred and twelve 
pounds to the hundred weight. A bushel upheaped weighs from 
seventy-six to eighty pounds. 

The principles of Woolf’s first patent may be found in Judge 
Cooper’s Emporium; the late improvements in the Philosophical 
Magazine, for October 1815; and the Monthly Magazine for No- 
vember, 1815. As the Emporium is no longer continued, the 
above articles of scientific information may probably be acceptable 
to many of your readers. X. 
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FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

DH. rush’s METHOD OF TREATING THE HYDROPHOBIA. 

Mr. Oldschool, 

M Professor Huffland of Berlin, has announced in his Jour- 
nal, that bleeding in cases of hydrophobia (first brought before the 
European practitioners, by an article from the East Indies, pub- 
lished in the Philosophical Magazine) has met with equal success 
in Germany as India. He intends to publish some of the cases 
forthwith.” Philo. Mag. for Oct. 1815, p. 316. 

Some person very properly proposed to alter the old adage 
De mortuis nil nisi bonum , to de mortuis nil nisi verum , and I think 
he was right. In imitation of him, I also beg permission to propose 
an alteration. Who was it who exclaimed, on finding all his sup- 
posed original ideas, forestalled by an ancient author, Pereant qui 
ante nos , nostra dixerunt . “ The deuce take the rascals who have 
pillaged all our good thoughts before we were born!” I would ex- 
claim pereant qui pro suis nostra dixerunt . To filch the discove- 
ries of others, is a practice that ought to be confined to patent- 
mongers. 

Many years ago, the writer of this article in conversation with 
Dr. Rush, was describing the erysipelatous appearances in the 
oesophagus of a man, and also of a dog who had died mad; when 
Dr. Rush distinctly stated his opinion, that as cathartics, sudori- 
fics, sea bathing, warm bathing, antispasmodics, opiates, and mer- 
cury; and even excision and ablution had been tried in vain; his 
opinion was, that profuse bleeding would be the only method of 
cure on which any reliance could be placed. 

If some of Dr. Rush’s pupils or friends would clear up this 
matter, so as to preserve to the late Dr. Rush the merit of a sug- 
gestion which I really believe was first made by him, it would be 
no more than common justice to the memory of a man who was 
an ornament to his country. X. 


FOR THE PORT FOLIO — ON PHOSPHORUS AS A MEDICINE. 
Mr. Oldsohool, 

I am aware that your work ought not to be considered or 
used as a medical repository: that miscellaneous literature is its 
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character, and that your readers do not and ought not to expect 
its pages should be occupied either with law, physic, or divinity. 
But now and then, novelties arise, which, from the mere clrcum- 
% stance of novelty, may be appropriately noticed in any periodical 
publication, as a portion of the literary news of the day. In this 
light I view the application of Phosphorus to the cure of diseases, 
inasmuch as its use is unknown as yet, either in England or in this 
country; at least so far as we may collect from the silence of pub- 
lications on the subject. 

The singular combustibility of this substance, and the many 
burnt fingers it has occasioned among the chemists, seem to have 
produced a dread of using it internally; and though it be in all 
probability a product of animal organization, absolutely necessary 
to the skeleton that supports the animal frame when alive, it is 
but lately that jts employment as a remedy has been suggested. 

I am aware that the phosphoric acid is frequenly found com- 
bined with lime dispersed through blocks of granite, as at German- 
town and elsewhere in our country, but this does not militate 
strongly against the animal origin of the substance; because the 
granitic range was manifestly formed out of pre-existent materials 
in watery solution or diffusion; and among these pre-existent ma- 
terials were, of course, the debris of fishes which furnish the acid 
and the lime in question. 

Many of your readers recollect the well known song of w Dear 
Tom this brown jug that now foams with mild ale,” 8tc. I hate 
sometimes thought that the phosphoric acid in the bones of a de- 
parted friend, might be employed with a few other materials in 
fbrming a drinking glass to be dedicated to his memory. Nor do I 
know that it is more shocking for a dead body to be incinerated 
and decomposed by a chemist, than to be incarcerated, inhumed, 
and eaten up by worms, as the fashion now is. 

The first person who exhibited the phosphorus internally was 
M. Alphonse Leroi y who gave it at Paris (I believe) in substance, 
accurately ground up with honey in the large dose of a grain. This 
produced violent sensation of burning in the stomach, great 
thirst, unusual inclination for muscular exertion, and great tem- 
porary increase of muscular strength, with other remarkable 
symptoms of strong excitement. He appears to have lessened 
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his dose, and to have exhibited this very stimulating substance 
with success in typhus and typhoid fever, in great muscular weak- 
ness, in tabes dorsalis, and in rheumatic affections combined with 
gout. 

M. Weickard , has given it in megrims attended with superve- 
nient apoplexy. 

M. Conradi. In the general weakness produced by bilious 
rheumatism — in the debility consequent upon a pleurisy of which 
the patient had been cured— and in the total prostration of strength 
that followed a bilious-nervous fever. 

M. Huffland . In obstinate gout — in a case of poison by the 
aqua tofana — in palsy — in intermittent fever. 

Af. Gualtier Claubry. In palsy and fibrous atony, in a man, a 
woman, and a child. 

M. Lentin . In caries of the bones; in phthisis with purulent 
expectoration. 

M. Lutzelberger . In hemorrhage, with prostration of 
strength. 

M. Handel . In epileptic convulsions. 

M. Remer. In malignant typhus, strongly characterized. 

M. LoebeUtein Label. In gutta serena, mania, obstinate 
cephalalgia. 

The above authorities for the use of this substance, are cited 
from Recherches et Observations sur le Phosphore: ouvrage dans 
lequel on fait connaitre les effets extraordinaries de ce remede, 
dans le traitemens de differentes maladies internes, par J. F. D. 
Lob stein. Paris, 8vo. 

M. Lob stein himself appears to have exhibited it in nervous 
fever; in malignant typhus; in obstinate tertians; in periodical 
cephalalgia in a nervous female; in obstinate cardialgia; in gouty 
pains; in suppression of the menses; in chlorosis. 

From the preceding account of cases, the author of the book 
above mentioned draws three conclusions: 

1st. That this medicine, properly administered, does in fact 
produce very strange effects in many disease^ 

2diy. That it is too dangerous to be administered in substance; 
for when so given, it may occasion inflammation, gangrene, and 
death. 
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3dly. That the preparations in which the phosphorus is not 
dissolved, but mechanically divided only, and diffused or suspend- 
ed, as in pills, tinctures, electuaries, emulsions, conserves, &c. 
are to be avoided; since it is easily disengaged from these en- 
velops, when it has been for some time in the stomach. 

4thly. That the surest and most convenient method of exhibit- 
ing this substance is by a solution of it in ether, with the addition 
of some aromatic essential oil. (Would not common olive oil 
answer as well, if not better?) 

5thly. That phosphorus thus administered, loses its caustic 
quality, becomes a powerful stimulant, analeptic, and reviving to 
the system. 

6thly. That it is necessary to begin with a small dose, and in* 
crease it gradually. 

7thly. That this remedy must not be considered as a pana- 
cea; nor, 

8thly. Ought it to be employed, till the usual remedies have 
failed. 

9thly. That it is likely to be useful only in asthenic and chro- 
nic cases, where a strong momentary excitement is required. 

lOthly. That it is calculated to do good, in all disorders of 
great debility, prostrations of vital power, obstinate intermittents, 
rheumatism, gout, suppression of the menses, and chlorosis: in 
all nervous disorders, as apoplexy, fainting, palsy, epilepsy, ma- 
nia, cephalalgia, cardialgia: also in prostration of strength from 
great loss of blood, in marasmus, pthisis, and caries of the bones. 

I know not any case of its exhibition in England. 

In this country I have heard of it given in uterine hemor- 
rhage. It is apt to produce the hemorrhoids, a very common, a 
very painful, and a very troublesome complaint. 

I have taken half a grain rubbed up accurately with a table 
spoonful of honey, but without any very obvious effect, except an 
unusual glow in the stomach and intestines. The phosphorus 
was old, and the external oxyded crust, thick. 

The exhibition of phosphorus however, is almost unknown: 
and as it appears to be a medicine of great power, it is like all 
other medicines taken from the class of poisons, well worth attend- 
ing to. Indeed they are the most valuable dlass of medicines; the 
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shops in Europe, and the German shops of this country are croud* 
ed with remedies of no further efficacy than to waste the valuable 
time of a patient in a dangerous disorder. The more medical 
science improves, the more nearly shall we approach in our pre* 
scriptions to one drug for one indication; and that drug a power* 
ful one. It frequently happens that when two medicines are givep 
at once, each equally proper for the purpose, they spoil each other* 
Probably the phosphoric acid, formerly recommended in cases of 
rickets may be deemed worth an experiment. At any rate, the 
above cases deserve to be generally known. Believing they 
not yet knpwn so well as they ought to be, I send them to you. 


TRICKS OF SCHOLARS. 

Among those who are acquainted with the classical literature of the pre- 
sent day, it is well known that the learned professor Porson occasionally dis* 
ported in the daily journals under the assumed name of S. England. These 
communications he answered on a succeeding day, under some other signa* 
ture- The following is a very happy hit at the wits of that time, who were 
in tkie habit of manufacturing short compositions in Greek iambics and usb» 
ering them to the world as Fragmenta Eurijndea. This'adrairable produc* 
dors, deceived many by the purity qf its language and metre, and singular 
tact of its style, and delighted all the genuine Hellenists of the day. 

To the editor of the Morning Chronicle. 

Sir, 

As a learned friend of mine was rummaging an old trunk* 
the other day, he discovered a false bottom, which, on examina* 
tion, proved to be full of old parchments. But, what was his joy 
and surprise, when he discovered that the contents were neither 
more nor less than some of the lost tragedies of Sophocles. Ad 
the writing is difficult, and the traces of the letters somewhat fad* 
ed, he proceeds slowly in the task of decyphering* When he had 
finished, the entire tragedies will be given to the public. In the 
meantime, I send you the following fragment, which my friend 
communicated to me, and which all real critics will concur with 
me, I doubt not, in determining to be the genuine production of 
that ancient dramatist. His characteristics are jt&npljcity and 

VOL. i. v 
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sententiousness. For instance, what can be more simple and sen- 
tentious than the opening of the Trachini*?—“ It is an old saying 
that has appeared among mankind, that you cannot be certain of 
the life of mortals, before one dies, whether it be good or evil.” 
These qualities, too, are conspicuous in the following iambics, 
which contain a seasonable caution to parents against rashly trust- 
ing children out of their sight.— Though your paper is chiefly 
.occupied in plain English, you sometimes gratify your learned 
readers with a little Greeks you may, therefore, give them this, 
if you think that it will gratify them. For the benefit of those 
whose Greek is rather rusty with disuse, I have added a Latin 
version, which, I hope, is as pure and perspicuous as Latin ver- 
sions of Greek tragedies commonly are. 

I am, sir, &c. 

S. England. 


KgDf'ro.AAftft’irxrovf fr^iTTrv^ot xo$ci f octc 
$■« 501/ff 4* i £ orrf r it/TO£roJc iron, 

Aivtuc vrnr*r 6 v Met in mvrruv 91x01, 

’Aa'AfTfC* liT* •?« vytl 01 KtXtlfXfXtVOl. 

’AAX* fftrig ttfAv tyxtxXUTfxttot /xo^xoir, 

’H vrortv okio-fatorric tv <xtim t 
X^uae»v &v » 6 t Kura irtyfirBdu 0-ra.B/um, 

Li /u* jut^c c n <rotv vtmv 

*A\\ 9 f m roxucy oroic jutv ovrtt ruy%*vu, 

Otrotf /« /UJ», tvnrtxvou 

*H» turv^uc o/et/c 

To it irmivtf, w cr<pa,c tv fo/uoic qvk&o-atrt. 

Glacie-durata triplices pueri fluents 

Tempestate xstalis radentes pulchras-plantas babentibus pedibus, 
In vortices ceciderunt, at sane accidere solet, 

Omnes: deinde effugeruat reliqui. 

Sin autem inclusi essent vectibus, 

Aut pedibus labantes in arido campo, 

Auri ponderia sponsione libenter contenderem 
Partem aliquam juvenom servari potuisse. 

At, O parentes, turn vos, quibus esse contigit. 

Turn vos, qnibus non contigit, germina pulchros-filios-procrc an- 
tis segetis, 

8i felices optatis extra-domos itiones 
Pueris vestris, bene eos intra domos servate. 
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As Mr. Samuel England’s Greek and Latin verses in your 
yesterday’s paper have puzzled some of your fair readers, I in- 
tended to have asked the favour of some of your learned corres- 
pondents to give a translation; but observing in a print, entitled 
The Gold Mines of Ireland , a reference to that admirable work, The 
Renowned History of Giles Gingerbread , I opened the book, and 
found in it the following beautiful lines, ready cut and dry to my 
hands. If it is not contrary to the rules of your paper to publish 
them, for the benefit of the unlearned reader, here they are:— 

Three childrenne slydinge onne the ice, 

Uponne a summere’s daye, 

As it felle out, they alle felle inne; 

The reste they ranne awaye. 

Now, badde these childrenne been at home. 

Or slydinge on dry grounde. 

Ten thousande pounds to one pennie 
They had not alle been drownde. 

You parents that have childrenne deare. 

And eke you that have none, 
lffe you would have them safe abroad? , 

Pray keepe them alle at home. 

The old saying of three blue beans in one blue bladder was concealed by 
Joshua Barnes, the learned editor of Euripides, under the following happy 
translation. 

Tgi/f Kvctfxoi xumoi f tt xv a- nil xuetnxyi. 


BRITISH LITERATURE DURING THE REIGN OF KING JAMES THE 

FIRST. 

Mr. Oldsohool, 

It has for many years been the fashion to date the highest 
state of British literature at the reign of queen Ann. That the 
English style was then at its highest state of refinement I am not 
prepared to dispute: but that it was then at the best I more than 
doubt. The Edinburgh reviewers dehy the reign of Ann to be 
the Augustan age of British literature, and fix it in the reign of 
Elizabeth. Though, in many points, I think the editors of that 
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work very far from orthodox— I perfectly agree with them in 
that opinion, being persuaded that he who wishes to cultivate a 
rityle purely English, endued with what those reviewers happily 
denominate the original racmess of the language, will studiously 
peruse the great authors of that reign, and of the reign which suc- 
ceeded it. The reason why the style of that epoch is not sufficiently 
admired, is that the authors have all, with the exception of Shafe- 
Speare, who flourished in it, written upon subjects not so popular 
or attractive as those which occupied the attention and labours of 
the writers of queen Ann’s reign. Hooker, the most wise, perhaps, 
profound and brilliant of any writer on the same subject in any 
language, has no charms but for the lawyer or the deep moral 
philosopher. — Religion has been so much out of vogue with mo- 
dern readers that the inimitable works of Jeremy Taylor stand no 
chance of perusal but by a better gifted few.— The Arcadia of 
Sidney has given way to the myriads of the novel-shop. And the 
exquisite poetry of Spenser is too old fashioned. In a word, the 
literature of that day or even a smattering of its character and 
history is little known, but to the learned. Elizabeth was a mu- 
nificent and discerning encourager .of genius and erudition — and 
her successor James the first, not only encouraged literature but 
was himself a man of considerable genius and erudition. 

In truth, there is no prince whose character in this respect 
has been more unjustly treated than James. It is allowed on all 
hands that he was a man of learning, but nine out of ten of those who 
make the acknowledgment, seem as if they did so only for the pur- 
pose of only gratifying their malevolence, by calling him a pedant. 
They allow that he could write; but to counterbalance the conces- 
sion they follow it up by presenting us with his celebrated volume 
on Demonology — a work which he wrote to prove the existence of 
witches. With a disingenuity that merits severe reprehension they 
make no allowance for his Scottish education, or for the general 
prejudices of the age in which he lived: and pedant and bigot are 
the only epithets we find applied to a man, one of the most learned 
in himself and the most liberal in the encouragement of learning 
in others, that the catalogue of English monarchs can exhibit. 
That he greatly favoured the cause of literature, may be demon- 
strated in a variety of ways: but were there no other proof, an 
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argument sufficiently conclusive might be deduced from his stu- 
dious cultivation 6f letters in hijnself. The monarch was a riian 
6f learning himself, and himself an author, must, as a matter of 
course, be a zealous patron of literature. The bare citcunlstancd 
that a king takes the pains to compose and to publish his compo- 
sitions is, ifi80 facto , a proof that he loves literature, and fuel's its 
enthusiasm: and it is absurd to imagine a powerful monarch lov- 
ing what he did not encourage. Besides, with kings, example & 
almost every thing; and as we find that, in the reign of queen 
Elizabeth women began to learn Latin, and that the court of kin£ 
Charles was the wittiest in British history, so we are informed that 
the age of king James was the most learned of any on record, arid 
consequently the most favourable to literature. The falling ofr 
which took place in his reign from the splendid age of Elizabeth, 
is no argument against a truth which can be proved by the testi- 
mony of history. 

In genius, the reign of Elizabeth was such as none in British 
history had ever before equalled, and such as in all probability 
it never will again be able to parallel. But this was the work 
of Heaven, not of Elizabeth — being from its very nature out of hu- 
man competence. Elizabeth could and did munificently patron- 
ize literature: the King of Heaven alone could make a Spenser 
and a Shakspeare — though their radiance was enlivened by her 
encouragement. James patronized literature as much as Eliza- 
beth: a second Spenser and Shakspeare were not to be expected, 
though the first Shakspeare continued to shine. But if new ge- 
nius did not break forth in splendid works, their place was sup- 
plied by things no less valuable; for learning and philosophy every 
day advanced, and if Heaven lent the well-disposed monarch no 
Spenser to give lustre to his reign, he kindled up a Bacon for 
himself. As it has been (but wherefore I know not) the fashion 
to throw this circumstance into the back ground in the history of 
letters, I will enlarge in proof, and bring forth in their order in- 
controvertible testimonies of what I have advanced, viz. that 
James did much to encourage learning, philosophy, poetry, and 
the drama. 

Mr. Ellis, in his specimens of the early English poets, says 
that genius was extinguished in the reign of king James; and 
what may seem rather extraordinary, he attributes that circum* 
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stance principally to “ the weight of learning which overlayed it” 
—It is not to be denied that the writings of that time were unne- 
cessarily stuffed with Latin sentences and quotations: but it is 
absurd to conclude that the encouragement of learning would 
be unfavourable to the operations of genius. Let real genius 
arise and it will supersede every affected peculiarity of language 
introduced by mere learning. Bacon wrote chiefly in Latin, it is 
true; and the king’s encouragement of him is a sufficient proof of 
his encouragement of learning: but looking at his essays, we find 
perhaps the roost pure as well as nervous style in the whole circle 
of language — a style that will last forever, and of which the only 
'imperfection is a certain quaintness that now from ks antiquity ra- 
ther increases than diminishes its beauty, and constitutes the only 
difference between his writings, and those of the very best En- 
glish writers. Hume takes this exception to the style of James’s 
reign, but characterizes the productions of the king himself as 
the works of no mean genius. “ The speaker of the house of 
commons (says Hume) is usually an eminent lawyer; yet the 
harangue of his majesty will always be found much superior to 
that of the speaker in every parliament during this reign.” And 
as to his encouragement of literature Hume is positive. “ The 
best learning of that age,” says he, u was the study of the ancients. 
Causauban, eminent for this species of knowledge, was invited 
over from France by James, and encouraged by a pension of three 
hundred pounds a year,* as well as by church preferments.” 

That, notwithstanding his belief in that superstition of the 
times, witchcraft, James actually encouraged the progress of phi- 
losophy, appears from his patronage of that great and comprehen- 
sive philosopher, Bacon. From Elizabeth, Bacon obtained little 
advancement but the title of young lord*kcefier } when a child: 
but from James’s patronage he derived the station of actual lord- 
keeper, which the queen had only predestined him to be. Truth 

* The extent of James’s munificence in this instance cannot be sufficiently 
appreciated without a due consideration of the high value of money at that time. 
Elizabeth, but a few years before, considered an estate of one hundred and twen- 
ty pounds a year a princely reward for the services of her man sir Philip Sidney 
— u the plume of war” — the glory of her country and of her reign. See Zovcp* 
JKemein of rir Philip Sidney. 
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must forever record that it was in the reign of James the first, true 
philosophy first dawned upon England. And so warmly was it, 
through the influence of the king, welcomed by the English na- 
tion, that the celebrated philosopher Antonio di Dominis, arch- 
bishop of Spaletro, was actually induced to quit his native country 
for England, where he was immediately preferred in the church. 
Besides all which it was in this reign that salaries were annexed 
to the mathematical and astronomical professorships in Oxford. 

Poetry alone fell off* in this reign of James: hut it was a 
falling off* from the most brilliant poetic age of which the British 
nation has to boast; and was evidently not to be ascribed to any 
deficiency in the king. He was himself a poet, and, though not 
an excellent one, was an ardent lover of poetry, in the knowledge 
of which, as an art, he was so well versed that he wrote some 
very good rules for the professors of it. 

I think it a dangerous doctrine to broach, as Mr. Ellis has 
done, that learning injures the fancy. All our best poets, fierhafl*, 
with the exception of the greatest poet of all, Shakspeare, have 
been men eminent for learning;— and surely it is not desirable te 
increase the catalogue of those rhymers and sonnetteers who are 
poets, if want of learning will make them so. The learning of 
Milton, Dryden, Pope, &c. fee. did not injure their poetry. Even 
Ben Jonson, whose muse was, if any ever was, encumbered with 
learning and pedantry, has given us no reason to suppose that his 
erudition obstructed his genius; on the contrary, the probability is 
that he would never have written plays at all, if it had not been 
to imitate the Roman models. And yet what can be more simply 
beautiful than his love songs, particularly that which begins 
“ Drink to me only with thine eyes;” or who discovers more of the 
soul of poetry than Beaumont, Fletcher, Dr. Donne, Drummond 
of Hawthomden, and George Wilber. Mr. Ellis himself allows 
the eminence of this reign in dramatic poetry. “ Indeed (says he) 
no period of our history has produced so many models of dramatic 
excellence.” And this is true, for in addition to the great dramatic 
names I have mentioned, Shakspeare, Beaumont, Fletcher and 
Jonson, the literary annals of this reign are ornamented with the 
names of Shirley, Heywood and Ford. 
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But James patronized poetry in another way— he patronized 
it in his encouragement of the drama. During his reign, the his- 
tory of the stage is a history of court favours bestowed upon the 
theatres and actors. He first arrived in London on the 7th of 
J^ay, and as early as the 19 th he granted the players their license, 
by the style of his majesty’s servants. They were received upon 
his establishment: and so great was his delight in the dramas that 
even before he came to England, a company of comedians was 
sent him to Edinburgh by queen Elizabeth. There is extant a 
Latin play which was performed before him at Cambridge, and at 
the university of Oxford he was welcomed with the performance 
pf pq less than three plays in the hall of Christ-Church college. 

But James not only delighted in literature, but rewarded lite- 
rary men. The honours which Bacon received are well known; 
and it should be known too, that he allowed Ben Jonson a pension 
of a hundred marks. These acts of munificence to men of learning 
and genius ought to be regarded with gratitude, the endless gra- 
titude of the British people, to the literary benefactor of their 
fo untry. 

I will conclude these observations with a passage from the 
history of Hume, whose opinion of James I consider as much be- 
low that which the patron of Bacon and Jonson merits from every 
plan who has at heart the interests of literature.— “ It may safely 
he affirmed (says that great historian and philosopher) that the 
mediocrity of James’s talents in literature, joined to the great 
ghange in national taste, is one cause of that contempt under 
Which his memory labours, and which is often carried by party 
Writers to a great extreme. It is remarkable how different from 
pur’s wpre the sentiments of the ancients with regard to learning. 
Of the first twenty Roman emperors, counting from Caesar to 
Severus, above the half were authors; and though few of them 
seem to have been eminent in their profession, it is always re- 
marked to their praise, that, by their example, they encouraged 
literature,” — which was eminently the case with James. 
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FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE** 
lx Germany, Mr. Gehlen, a conductor of an excellent che- 
mical journal, and himself a profound chemist, fell a victim lately 
to his ardent pursuit of chemical knowledge. In company with 
his colleague, M. Rehland, he was preparing some arseniated hy- 
drogen gas: and while watching for the full development of this 
air from its acid solution, trying at every moment to judge from 
its peculiar smell when the operation would be completed, he 
inhaled the fatal poison which has deprived chemical science of 
his valuable discoveries. 

It is said, that a solution of prussic acid and ammonia in 
alcohol, applied externally to the skin, is capable of producing the 
most dangerous symptoms. We know not the details. 

At fort Ellis, in Nova Scotia, as appears by a letter of 22d 
August, 1815, a successful attempt was made to procure the car* 
buretted hydrogen for gas-lights, from birch bark mixed with 
pitch-pine knots. Six ounces of the former, and two of pine knot 
were put in a metal tea-kettle; the cover was closely luted with 
clay, and the kettle placed on the fire; in from five to seven mi- 
nutes the gas escaped out of the nozzle of the kettle, and being 
set fire to, gave a clear light equal to three candles, for one hour 
and thirty minutes. Ten ounces of birch-bark alone, issuing 
through a reed, produced a flame for three hours without burn- 
ing the reed. This experiment was made by Messrs. Harris and 
Harper. The carburetted hydrogen from pine saw-dust as well 
as from coal, has been exhibited every year for these four years 
in a course of lectures in tills country. Liverpool coal yields about 
twenty -five gallons of gas to the pound of coal, and. pine saw -dust 
about eighteen, ^in a small experiment: in a large way, it would 
probably yield more. 

Messrs. Salisbury 8c Co. of the old Buffcry’s iron works near 
Dudley, have discovered a mode of preparing cast iron, which 
gives it toughness, flexibility, and elasticity, promising most valu- 
able results to the arts, and to architecture, both civil and naval, 
vol. 1 . x 
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particularly in the construction of bridges. Mr. Brande, of the 
royal institution, is engaged in a series of experiments to ascer- 
tain the comparative strength of common cast iron, wrought iron, 
and the prepared cast iron of Messrs. Salisbury 8c Co. The trials 
made of this preparation by others, answer every expectation that 
could be raised. 

Mr. Konig, on the authority of a letter from baron Moll, of 
Munich, has announced, that in October, 1814, a mass of native 
iron, weighing about two hundred pounds, was discovered by a 
shepherd at Lenarto, in the comitate of Jarosh, on the declivity 
of a small range subordinate to the Carpathian mountains. Its 
colour is internally of a light steel gray approaching to silver. It 
is covered by a thin coat of rust: its surface is uneven, rough, and 
marked by impressions: it presents three cellular cavities, but 
they are without the olivine substance found in the Siberian native 
iron. The mass is irregular and flat, as if compressed: its frac- 
ture is hackly, it takes a high polish, is perfectly malleable cold, 
and its solution in nitric acid, is of a light emerald green colour. 
Our readers will, no doubt, recollect colonel Gibbs’s account of 
the mass of native iron now at New York, weighing three thousand 
pounds, in the mineralogical magazine of Dr. Bruce. 

BITE OF A RATTLESNAKE: HYDROPHOBIA. 

The algalia first discovered in Guatimala and brought into 
notice by the bishop of Chiapa, Dr. Fernien Jose Fuero, in 1801 
or 1 802, is nearly allied to the cotton plant and the ochra of South. 
Carolina. It is an annual plant, growing five or six feet high, 
flowering in September, and the seeds ripening in November. It 
has a musky smell, something like that emitted by snakes, which 
it is said are never found in its vicinity. 

The Indians having observed a toad bit by a rattlesnake, run* 
to this plant, made the circumstance known at Guatimala, Tabas- 
co, Mexico, and Yucatan. The papers of Guatimala say, that a 
man bitten twenty-five times by a rattlesnake and carried home 
speechless, was recovered next day. Horses and dogs are also 
cured by it- 
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For hydrophobia the yerba del safio is given in South Ameri- 
oa. Half an ounce of the seeds are infused in wine, which the 
patient drinks: the dose requires to be renewed. When the seeds 
cannot be procured, the leaves are used. 

The above remedies are published by Mr. Booth, surgeon at 
Yucatan, in South America. 


ORIGINAL POETRY. — FOR THE PORT FOUO. 
THE TOAST. 

When lifting high the rosy glass,' 

Each comrade toasts the fav’rite lass, 

To his fond bosom near; 

Ah! how can I the nectar sip, 

Or Alina’s name escape my lip, 

When Mary is my dear. 

Around it flies, dare I profane 
My love? Ah! no, they ask in vain 
My charmer’s name to hear: 

Or, to content the thoughtless crew, 

I sigh, and give the name of Sue, 

But Mary is my dear. 

The plenteous bowl will vanquish care, 

And sooth the anguish of despair; 

Ah! remedy severe! 

Delusive poison! from me fly, 

Nor thou, sweet Mem’ry, ever die 
While Mary is my dear. S. 

ANACREONTIC.*— "TO FANNY. 

Let me love and live to day, 

And kiss the fleeting hours away. 

My dearest Fanny's letter brought 
Her purest wish — her faithful thought— 

In every line I seemed to trace 
That unadorned and simple grace 
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Which Nature seldom gives to many* 

But lavished on the face of Fanny! 

Why did I venture then to gaze 
Upon her beauty’s noontide blaze? 

Why with more rashness fondly sip 
The honied dew which wets her lip? 

The more I gazed) at every view, 

My fluttering heart impassioned grew. 

When pensive Memory wakes my soul, 

I press the vineyard's juicy bowl— . 

And strive in the oblivious wave 
F rom love — my yielding heart to save— 

I swear aloud — Til not be thine — 

Again I drain whole draughts of wine. 

Vain wish— for as my glass I drink, 

My spirits mount, they make me think. 

In that unguarded, maddened hour, 

Fancy returns with tenfold power, 

I sink beneath her magic charms, 

And claqp my Fanny to my arms. 

LE TEMPS FAIT PASSER l'aMOUK. 

The following is an imitation of a copy of verses which was presented 
tq madame Bonaparte when she was madame Beauhamois. The imagery is 
beautiful and the allegory well sustained. We have indulged in many a 
pleasant reverie in the contemplation of this ingenious play upon words, as it 
is represented to the eye, in the office of one of our former friends. Whether 
it be love or time that he consults, we hppe it will be long before either 
shall have power to detain the cheerful current of his thoughts or congeal 
th^t stream of benevolence which animates his action^. 

Destin'd with restless foot to roam, 

Old Time, a venerable sage, 

Reaches a river's brink, and — M come," 

He cries — •“ have pity on my age. 

What! on these banks forgotten I, 

Who mark each moment with my glass! 

Hear, damsels, hear my suppliant cry, 

And courteously help Time to pass." 
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Disporting on the farther shore, 

Full many a gentle nymph look'd on; 

And fain to speed his passage o’er, 

Bade Love, their boatman, fetch the crone: 

But one, of all the group most staid, 

Still warn’d her vent’rous mate *— ' u Alas, 

How oft has shipwreck whelm’d the maid, 
Whose pity would help Time to pass!” 

Lightly his boat across the stream 
Love guides, his hoary freight receives, 

And fluttering mid the sunny gleam, 

His canvass to the breezes gives: 

And plying light his little oar»— 

In treble now and now in bass, 

“ See, girls,” th’ enrapur’d urchin roars, 

“ How gaily Love makes Time to pass!” 

But soon— ^tis Love's proverbial crime — 
Exhausted, he his oars let fall; 

And quick those oars are snatch'd by Time, 
And — heard ye not the rallier’s call?— 

u What, tired so soon of thy sweet toil, 

Poor child thou sleepest! — I, alas! 

In graver strain repeat the white 

My song — 'tis Time makes Love to pass!” 

A CLASSICAL FUN. 

A scholar in a Margate hoy 
Set sail: the sea was calmish; 

But from rough waves the vessel buoy, 

Which made the ladies qualmish. 

The student, starting from his sleep, 

Cry’d, with an oath, confound me! 

I’m driven to the JEgean deep, 

The Cyclades surround me, 

J. 
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THE FLATTING MILL.— BY COWPER. 

The following linos will be perused with interest, because they ire 
Cowper’s, and because they are elegant, forcible and just They are given 
in a recent Religious Tract, as an original which had been discovered among 
the unpublished MSS. of the melancholy bard. The illustration which they 
contain of the life of an author, is singularly felicitous, and many an editor 
will contemplate the picture with painful assent. 

When a bar of pure silver, or ingot of gold, 

Is sent to be flatted, or wrought into length, 

It is passed into cylinders often, and rolled 
In an engine of utmost mechanical strength. 

Thus tortur’d and squeez’d, at last it appears 
Like a loose heap of ribbon, a glittering show. 

Like music it tinkles, and rings in your ears 
And, warm’d by the pressure, is all in a glow. 

This process achieved, it is doom’d to sustain 
The thump after thump of a gold-beater’s mallet, 

And at last is of service, in sickness or pain. 

To cover a pill for a delicate palate. 

Alas! for the poet who dares undertake, 

To urge reformation of national ill! 

His head and his heart are both like to ache, 

With the double employment of mallet and mill! 

If he wish to instruct, he must learn to delight, 

Smooth, ductile, and even his fancy must flow, 

Must tinker and glitter, like gold to the eight, 

And catch in its progress a sensible glow. 

After all he must beat it as thin, and as fine, 

As the leaf that enfolds what an invalid swallows; 

For truth is unwelcome, however divine, 

And unless he adorn it, a nausea follows. 

PARODY.— THE TAYLOR’S LAMENTATION. 

Air— When Time who steal* our years away. — Moore. 

Some rogue has stole my shears away, 

And stole my thimble too; 

My scissors they are gone astray, 

Ah me! what shall I do? 
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My needles rusted are* alas! 

My yard of little use; 

And all my hopes now, by the mas*, 
Depend upon my goose. 

Then whiskey bring, ’twill banish gloom, 
We'ilyirink 'til we are blind, 

For every day new cloth shall come, 

And cabbage leave behind. 

Come^Judy, bring the ball of thread, 

I'll work with Pat and thee; 

And when we've earned our daily bread, 
Thou shalt get drunk with me. 

And as 1 trim this coat with lace, 

This thought shall clear my mind, 

That future profit I can trace 
From remnants left behind. 

Then whiskey bring, 'twill banish gloom, 
We'll drink 'till we are blind, 

For every day new cloth shall come, 

And cabbage leave behind. 

But, mark! at thoughts of silver lace, 
Which makes this coat so gay, 

A cloud o'erspreads my Judy's face, 

And drives each smile away. 

So like this gaudy coat, my dear, 

Unless you dry your pipes, 

Your shoulders quickly shall appear 
Right well belac’d with stripes. 

Then whiskey bring, 'twill banish gloom. 
We’ll drink 'till we are blind, 

For every day new cloth shall come, 

And cabbage leave behind. 

per 
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EPITAPHS — ON ME. JOSEPH KING. 

Here lies a man than whom no better’s walking, 
Who was when sleeping even, always tail-king; 
A king by birth was he, and yet was no king, 

Ilf life was thin-king , and in death was jo-king. 

KJ* 


ON MR CUMMING. 

“ Give me the best of men,” said Death 
To Nature—^ quick, no humming!” 

She sought the man who’s underneath, 

And answered — u Death! he’s Cumming.” 

EPIGRAMS AUTHOR AND CRITIC. 

u Vile critic,” exclaimed a poor author, in pique, 
u In reviewing my work why abuse it? 

You’ve injured my fame by your cursed critique. 

For nobody now will peruse it.” 

Quoth the critic, “ I’m glad to hear that, for my aim 
Was to save not destroy reputation; 

And I could not more certainly ruin your fame, 

Than by giving your work circulation.” 

KT* ». 


THE UGLY WIFE. 

Tom weds a rich hag that would frighten a horse, 
Repentance soon tortures his mind; — 

But vain are the tears that express his remorse, 
Unless he can cry himself blind. 

*Q- ». 

ON VOLTAIRE. 

u I candidly confess I am a worthless fellow.” 

See hit own life. 

That first of knowledge “ know thyself,” 

’Tis plain Voltaire possest, 

Who thus describes within himself 
All that the good detest. 
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TO THE PATRONS OF THE PORT FOLIO AND THE FRIENDS OF 
LITERATURE! 

The new proprietors of The Port Folio are sorry to 
interrupt the festivities of the season, by the melancholy in- 
telligence of the demise of Oliver Oldschool, the third pro- 
tector of that name, over that section of the American republic 
of letters, which has so long been known under the denomina- 
tion of The Port Folio. But the dismay which this lamenta- 
ble event must spread throughout the community, and particular- 
ly among those who were the immediate objects of his regard, 
may be mitigated, perhaps, by the information that he has been 
succeeded by a lineal descendant from the Jirat of that illustrious 
name:— an Oliver the fourth. 

In these portentous times, when — to borrow the language of 
Smectymnus, in his famous reply to Milton,— when king’s heads 
are tossed about like tennis balls, it is not necessary to expatiate on 
tM a revolution. The declaration in his favour, from a gallant re- 
giment of four hundred strong, in a northern state, which saluted 
tjie ears of Oliver the fourth , as soon as his intentions were known 
in that section of the country, affords a flattering prospect of the 
popularity of his administration; and his friends indulge an expec- 
tation that the forces of the south will declare for him. In one 
state, particularly, the most sanguine calculations are made, that 
the doctrine of perpetual allegiance is not so rigidly enforced, but 
that many of its citizens will espouse the cause of literature and 
science. The new ruler over these fields, assumes his station 
without fraud or violence, and is wholly free from any foreign in- 
fluence. Under his auspices every exertion may be expected 
that shall have a tendency to increase the opulence and confirm 
the strength of the republic, or, as the lamented Dennie would 
have it, the monarchy of letters. The gentleman who will 
soon be called upon to continue the labours of this accomplished 
scholar, will have before him the example of an instructor and a 
friend, to whom the literature of the American empire is largely 
indebted. He it was, who erected the first temple to the Muses 
on his natal soil, and devoted the days and nights of an active, but, 
alas! too brief a life, to the cultivation of our wood*notea wild. 
The Dean of St. Patrick has claimed the first place among the 
vol. I. * 
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benefactors of the human family, for the man who produces a 
blade of grass on the spot where none grew before. When the 
Muse of History shall hereafter narrate the story of our rapid pro- 
gress from ignorance, poverty and feebleness, to knowledge, splen- 
dour and strength, the name of Dennie will be inscribed among 
the most worthy of those who laboured to procure these invalua- 
ble blessings. 

The proprietors regret to find, upon a comparison of the census 
of 1815; with that of an earlier date, that many emigrations and de- 
sertions have taken place. At the latter period, the present Oliver 
Oldschpol, was a mere tyro under the direction of his illustrious an- 
cestor. He sat at his feet and imbibed those lessons, by which, it is 
his intention, to conduct his administration. It is therefore hoped that 
all the friends to the old regime will transmit their adhesions without 
delay. As heavy contributions have been imposed upon the new 
government; — for the closet of the student has some similarity to 
the cabinet of the politician, — it is respectfully suggested that the 
taxes for the present year be paid in advance. The sinew of war 
is likewise the life-blood of literature. If the civil list be well 
supported, Courtesy will gladdeil the public walks, Cheerfulness 
preside at every table, and Importunity hide her brazen front. Au- 
thors must be fed and clothed, or the pursuits of literature will 
languish, and the artillery of wit be exchanged for the languor of 
despondency and the cry of the creditor. Mr. Oldschool will 
bring into the field a gallant and well appointed corps, but it is 
absolutely essential that the commissariat be well provided. 

This conspiracy of men of letters has for its single object 
the restoration of Wisdom, to her legitimate rights. To accom- 
plish this important purpose, the allied powers have pledged 
themselves to bring all their resources into operation and devote 
them exclusively to this object. They have declared themselves 
opposed to the reign of ignorance and folly, pomposity and bad 
taste. In the language of the son of Sirach, Wisdom crieth without; 
she uttereth her voice in the streets. Her ministers are Study 
and Learning, and her handmaids arc Genius and Virtue. The Mu- 
ses adorn her courts, and the Graces preside in her councils. Her 
halls are filled with sages of every period, who tell us of the days 
that are gone, and instruct us howxo prepare for those that are to 
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come. Truly are her ways the ways qf pleasantness , and her 
paths peace! length qf days ism her right hand and in her left 
handy riches and honour! , 

IC7* 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

T he present editor commences his labours at a period, which 
is so favourable to the successful performance of his duties, that 
he shrinks from the comparison of what may be expected from 
him, with the accomplishment of what his highest hopes antici- 
pate. The sunshine of peace now gilds the political horizon with 
the .richest hues: oppression and tyranny have been driven from 
the “ high places,” and the man whose extensive conquests enti- 
tle him to a conspicuous rank in the history of military renown, has 
ceased to disturb the repose of the human race. Well may we 
exclaim with one of the most eloquent writers of antiquity, “ the 
whole earth is at rest , and is quiet * 9 and all the people u break forth 
into singing 

The Port Folio has been so proverbial for its promises and its 
apologies, that we shall avoid the former in order that we may be 
spared the mortification of framing the latter. To excite a zeal 
for the cultivation of letters, to refine the public taste and invigo- 
rate the principles of morality, have been the prominent objects of 
the editor’s exertions from his earliest years. In this service he 
has long toiled, with no other reward than that which arises from 
the consciousness of the performance of his part, in the great drama 
of social life. Speaking individually, his past sufferings and his 
present situation, entitle him to say that he has hazarded much, 
has lost much, but has gained nothing. Having become one^ 
of the proprietors of this journal, lie has acquired a new and a 
powerful incentive to the most active perseverance in the path 
which he has selected. He would be insensible to the best feel- 
ings of the heart, if he were not to acknowledge his gratitude to 
his predecessor, and to several of the conductors of the daily jour-. 
,nals, for the very flattering manner in which they have introduced 
his humble labours to the public notice. Their kindness and their 
courtesy have created a pledge, to redeem which he will try all 
arts and sustain every toil. To borrow the figure of a splendid or*- 
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tor, whose mind was occupied by more momentous considerations! 
they have placed him on horseback. In speaking so w goldenly” in 
his favour, they have done all that vanity could hope and more than 
merit has won. To his long^tried and faithful friend, the editor 
of the New York Evening Post, his thanks are emphatically 
due; and to several friends at the city of Washington, who 
have not forgotten the interests of literature in the cares of the 
commonwealth, he can only promise that he will endeavour to 
deserve the zeal with which they have promoted his views. 

The friends of Samuel Saunter will perceive, with pleasure* 
that he promises to resume his correspondence; he will again ram-, 
ble among the beaux or loiter with the fair. 

fhe rural reed will soon be tuned by many who have 
— —— — Skill to charm the lonely hour 
With no inglorious song. 

jin Author will once more devote his evenings to the plunder 
of the “ hoarded sweets” with which the stores of literature 
abound, 

Whether the old firm of Colon & S/tondee carry on busi- 
ness yet, is not known: but if they be in existence, we can assure 
them that their notes will be current, without discount, wherever 
Taste is at par and Genius is in deman^. 

The Rural Rambler has not, we hope, 

The world forsaken with a calm disdain. 

We trust that the zeal which once animated his pen in the in- 
fancy of this journal, lyill resume its activity and display its wont- 
ed elegance* 

Since we’ve tarried all day to drink down the sun. 

Let’s tarry all night to drink down the stars. 

A Lay Preacher may perhaps be prevailed upon to instruct 
the town by combining the designs of Addison with the playful- 
ness of Goldsmith, and the good nature of sir Richard Steele. 

If no melancholy Jqgues should instruct us by his musiogs, we 
may find a portal inscribed with the name of Benedict . If we are 
successful pi our search, we shall employ all the arts of persua- 
sion to induces him to 
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Turn aside. 

Where Fancy lures him, with her magic wand, 
and once more delight his friends. 

P. D. an old and a favourite correspondent, we hope is not 
Lost in the dreary shades of dull obscurity, 

but that 

At ease reclined in rustic state, 
he will find leisure to indite a sonnet. 

But of all the friends of the first Mr. Oldschool, we have the 
most urgent reasons for remembering with affection and respect, 
some of his female correspondents, particularly M, Beatrice and 
Constantia. We hope they will enable us shortly to call the at- 
tention of our readers to their renewed correspondence, by com- 
manding them to 

Behold and listen, while the fair 
Break in sweet sounds the willing air. 

The letter-box proves that there are as many troublesome 
writers now as there were in former times. Among the mi* eric* 
of am 'editor may be reckoned the task of reading a mass of u ef- 
fusions” from 

Witlings, brisk fools, curs'd with half sense. 

Who buz in rhyme; and like blind flies. 

Err with their wings, for want of eyes. 

We calculate with confidence on the muse of Quevedo. 

From hill to hill, from stream to stream she flies, 
and is ever new and always captivating. 

The most liberal and extensive arrangement has been made 
in the editorial department. The present editor having long en- 
joyed the friendship and correspondence of the lamented founder 
of this establishment, he deems it proper to say, that the plan of 
that accomplished scholar will be the model, which he shall en- 
deavour to imitate in his career— -this is to be understood, with an 
exception of the topics of religion and politics. We should not 
presume to touch the Holy Ark with our unworthy hands; and we 
are heartily sick of the cabals of faction. It is particularly neces* 
sary that this should be understood, because several gentlemen, 
who entertain different sentiments on the la‘ er subject, from those 
which we have supported, pugnis et calcibus, for many years in w 
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neighbouring city, have already withdrawn their names from the 
subscription list of this journal. In a contest of ten years dura- 
tion, conducted with more than usual violence, the editor has 
learned the important truth that party is the madness of many for 
the good of a few. This lesson, has been inscribed ufion his front 
in letteks of blood : and whatever part he may take, if another 
conjuncture should put at hazard the lives and fortunes of the friends 
of the liberty of the press, the patrons of this journal are assured 
that it shall be devoted exclusively to the purposes of literature 
and science. 

The editors of federal papers through the United States, are 
requested to notice this address. The editor of The Port Folio 
has not the same right to ask this favour of the gentlemen on the 
other side of the house; but as he has laid down his arms, pro hue 
vice , it is neither just nor generous to consider him in the charac- 
ter of a belligerent, and they may therefore be inclined to aid him 
in vindicating and supporting the literary reputation of the Ame- 
rican empire. 

This resolution is not adopted at the suggestions of the luke- 
warm or the timid: nor has it been inculcated by 41 bold bad men” 
at the point of the bayonet. We despise the former as cordially 
as we defy the latter. Wc do not w quit the camp,” because our 
juniors have been promoted over our heads. We are neither dis- 
gusted by Selfishness nor chilled by neglect: we are not appalled 
by threats nor overcome by violence. The supineness of Lao- 
dicea shall never be charged upon us. Our neutrality arises 
from a firm persuasion that the admission of Politics, with her 
gorgon head, into the union of literature, science and morals, 
would destroy its harmony and blast its felicity. There ought to 
be some spot where the scholars and the gentlemen of every par- 
ty, may enjoy the immunities of a flag of truce; where contention 
should cease, and calumny be silent: where the highest places 
should be occupied by the greatest merit, and where emulation 
should strive, not to excel a competitor, but to serve the country. 
Let the soldier sack towns and stain fields with gore; let the states- 
man exhaust all the resources of ingenuity in devising new schemes 
of polity or finance; let brooding Suspicion and gaping Credulity 
stalk among the peoplo and beat the troubled air with empty 
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sounds: — but the sons of Literature should hie to the bowers of 
the Muses. Freedom smiles at the entrance, and Peace presides 
within. u The cherub Contemplation” sojourns there, and Content 
and Cheerfulness are her companions. 

We regret that we have not been able to set out “ the Her- 
mit’s” table, during the present month. His dishes are filled with 
solid food and garnished with 

flowers 

Of sober tint, and herbs of med'einable powers. 

The lines of w S.” may be very creditable to a farmer’s boy, 
but we fear they would not be acceptable to our readers. Let him 
polish his rhymed and reduce his tropes to the harmony of nature. 

One of the most prominent features in the character of our 
lamented predecessor, was the facility with which he approved 
and admitted into this journal, the careless effusions of indolence, 
and the crudities of premature genius. The infant state of 
American letters required something of this fostering spirit, and 
the benevolence of his heart or his zeal to promote the cause 
which he had espoused, was often indulged at the expense of his 
taste. But, however painful it may be to us, to disappoint the 
hopes of a juvenile author, the public judgment would not be sa- 
tisfied if we were to imitate this example. We must do jus- 
tice before we show kindness. Indeed, justice, in many instances, 
is the greatest kindness, for many a good shoemaker, as we have 
seen it somewhere remarked, lias been spoiled in making but an 
indifferent poet Our farmer's boy may be only fallowing the 
field: we assure him it is not yet fit for sowing. He must tarry 
yet another season. 

It would be uncourteous if we were not to return our thanks 
to one of the friefids of this journal, for the trouble which he has 
taken in his translations from Rousseau and Condoreet We take 
up a volume of Rousseau with indHTerence, because we expect 
little more than cob-web speculations and love-sick tales from 
the fervid pen of this dangerous enthusiast. In the “ Letter 
from Julia,” which he has translated from this writer, he 
has said nothing that is new or striking; and unless a specula- 
tion possess these qualities, the subject of duelling is too trite to 
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attract the attention of the literary loungers who survey our la- 
bours. 

If it be true, that we are invested, as our correspondent ex- 
presses it, a with consular dignity — to take care that the republic 
of letters receive no detriment,” we deem it a duty to reject Con- 
dorcet’s account of Voltaire's last visit to Paris. 

We do not wish to exhibit to our readers, the amusing re- 
presentation of “ Solon in the arms of Sophocles,” as M. Condor- 
cet has described Dr. Franklin and the M apostle of philosophy,” 
when in the act of embracing in the academy of Sciences; nor 
shall we call upon them to join the Parisians in the cry of Vive 
la Pucelle , to one of the most infamous productions that ever fell 
from the pen of genius. As to the benediction which is here 
described, we know not which is predominant, its ridiculous ab- 
surdity or its shameless blasphemy. 

That the former of these mischievous men succeeded in 
u shaking the fabric of Superstition ”— by which is meant religion; 
and that “ he burst asunder the chains of Reason,” by which the 
writer alludes to the wholesome restraints of the law, we are very 
ready, to admit: but we shall never pollute our pages with the 
eulogy of talents so fatally directed. 

France, bleeding at every pore, and degraded from her rank 
among the nations of the earth, sunk even below the dignity of t 
provincial government — is a living monument from which the po- 
litician may learn experience, and the pious acquire new reasons 
for adhering to the faith that ia in them . 

Our translator seems to be gifted with the qualities of in- 
dustry and ambition. To young writers we know of no better 
exercise than that of transplanting the flowers of foreign regions 
to the gardens of their native soil. But wc exhort our friend to 
lay aside books in; which his taste may be perverted by mere- 
tricious ornaments and his judgment bewildered by doctrines? 
which are radically vicious and unstable. 

M A student just leaving college,” who “ is halting between 
law and divinity,” and who, in an allusion not remarkable for its 
felicity, compares himself to the as a between two stacks of hay, 
is reminded of one of the epigrams of Martial, the sense of which 
he may collect from the following imitation: 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 




TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 177 


Between the pulpit and the bar, 

While thus you hesitate and trifle, 

You’re growing older than old Parr: — 

Johnny, indeed you spend your life ill. 

If toward the church your zeal be strong. 

Three curacies are just now vacant: 

If not, the law goes on — ding dong — 

Rise up and try what you can make on't. 

Let us, at least, an effort see — 

Be something — any thing, for money! 

Zounds! while you’re doubting what to be. 

You’re likely to be nothing, Johnny! 

Master J. S. S. — we take him to be a child from his folly and 
his caligraphy — is advised to read our article on hydrophobia. His 
communication, beginning 

Days of my youth! ye have glided away; 

Hairs of my youth! ye are frosted and gray — 
we have seen before. We believe they are from the pen of u 
gentleman of Maryland. The lines w has merit,” to quote the 
language of our young scribbler: — and we will copy them at some 
future period, when the right owner appears. 

“ Cato” possesses very unequal merit, and we are at no great 
Joss in assigning a reason. We distinctly remember to have read 
a part of it in an Irish collection of essays, under the title of the 
Babbler, many years since. The remainder may probably he 
written by Cato himself: as we do not believe any type was ever 
employed in giving a u local habitation” to such trash. 

UHcrmite dc la Chausste- D* Antin is a lively and entertain^ 
ing view of, the state of society in Paris at the commencement of 
the nineteenth century. It obtained great celebrity in that city, 
and has been placed in a high rank among the periodical produc- 
tions of French literature. The amusements and miseries of a 
fashionable life in the metropolis are sketched with a witty hand; 
nor has there ever issued from the press of that country, a more 
animated and close imitation of our exquisite Spectator and Tat* 
ler. The work, however, is very unequal. In our next number, 
we shall endeavour to comply with the request of “ Amicus” by 

the insertion of pome extracts from this amusing Volume. 
voe. i. z 
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THE FIELD OF WATERLOO; 

A POEM: 

BY WALTER SCOTT, ESQ. 


Fair Brussels, thou art far behind, 
Though, lingering on the morning wind. 
We yet may hear the hoar 
Peal’d oTer orchard and canal, 

With voice prolong’d and raeasor’d fall. 
From proud Saint Michael’s tower; 
Thy wood, dark Soignies, holds us now, 
Where the tall beaches’ glossy bough 
For many a league around, 

With birch and darksome oak between, 
Spreads deep and far a pathless screen, 
Of tangled forest ground. 

Stems planted close by steins defy 
Th* adventurous foot — the curious eye 
For access seeks in vain; 

And the brown tapestry of leaves, 
Strew’d on the blighted ground, receives 
Nor sun, nor air, nor rain. 

No opening glade dawns on our way, 
tfo streamlet, glancing to the ray, 

Our woodland path has cross’d; 

And the straight causeway which we tread, 
Prolongs a line of dull arcade. 

Unvarying through the unvaried shade 
Until in distance lost. 

II. 

A brighter, livelier scene succeeds; 

In groups the scattering wood recedes, 
Hedge-rows, and huts, and sunny meads, 
And corn-fields glance between; 
The peasant, at his labour blithe, 

Plies the hook’d staff and shorten’d si the:* 
But when these ears were green. 
Placed close within Destruction’s scope, 


Pull little was that rustic’s hope 
Their ripening to have seen! 

And, lo, a hamlet aud its fane: — 

Let not the gazer with disdain 
Their architecture view; 

For yonder rude ungraceful shrine. 

And disproportion ed spire, are thine. 
Immortal Waterloo! 

III. 

Fear not the heat, though full and high 
The suu has scorch’d the autumn sky. 
And scarce a forest straggler now 
To shade us spreads a greenwood hough; 
These fields have seen a hotter day 
Than ere was fired by sunny ray. 

Yet one mile on — yon shatter’d hedge 
Crests the sod hill whose long smooth ridge 
Looks on the field below. 

And rinks so gently on the dale. 

That not the folds of Beauty’s veil 
Iu easier curves can flow. 

Brief apace from thence, the ground again 
Ascending slowly from the plain. 

Forms an opposing screen, 

Whieh, with its erest of upland ground. 
Shuts th’ horizon all around. 

The soften’d vale between 
81 opes smooth and fair for courser’s tread; 
Not the most timid maid need dread 
To give her snow-white palfrey bead 
On that wide stubble-ground; 

Nor wood, nor tree, nor bush are there, 
Hei* course to intercept or scare. 

Nor fosse nor fence are found, 


• The reaper in Flanders carries in his left hand a stick with an Iron hook, with which heeoHects 
as much grain as he can cut at one sweep with a short sithe, which he holds iu his right band. They 
carry on this double process with great spirit and dexterity. 
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$ave where, from out her •hatter* d bow- 
er* 

Rise Hougomont’s dismantled towers. 

IV. 

Now, see’st thou aught in this lone seene 
Can tell of that whieh late hath been?— ▼ 
A stranger might reply, 

“ The bare extent of stubble plain 
9eems lately lighten’d of its graiu; 

And yonder sable tracks remain 
Marks of the peasant’s ponderous wain 
When harvest-home was nigh. 

On these broad spots of trampled ground. 
Perchance the rustics danced such round 
As Teniers loved to draw; 

And where the earth seems scorch’d by 
flame 

To dress the homely feast they came. 
And toil’d the ’kerchief’d village dame 
Around her fire of straw.” — 

V. 

So deem’st thou — so each mortal deems, 
Of that which is from that which seems: 

Bat other harvest here 
Than that which peasant’s sithe demands. 
Was gather’d in by sterner hands. 

With bayonet, blade, and spear. 

No vulgar crop was theirs to reap. 

No stinted harvest, thin and cheap!. 
Heroes before each fatal sweep 
Full thick as ripen’d grain; 

And ere the darkening of the day. 

Piled high as autumn shocks, there lay 
The ghastly harvest of the fray, 

The corpses of the slain. 

VI. 

Ay, look again— that line so black 
And trampled, marks the bivousck, 

Yon deep-graved ruts the artillery’s traek. 
So often lost and won; 

And close beside, the harden’d mud 
Still shows where, fetlock-deep in blood. 
The fierce dragoon, through battle’s flood, 
Dash’d the hot war-horse on. 

These spots of excavation tell 
The ravage of the bursting shell— 

And feelst thou not the tainted steam. 
That reeks against the sultry beam. 
From yonder trenched mound? 

The pestilential fumes declare 
That Carnage has replenish’d there 
Her garner house profound. 


VII. 

Far other harvest-home and feast. 

Than claims the boor from sithe releas’d. 
Oh these soorch’d fields were known! 
Death hover’d o’er the maddening route. 
And, in the thrilling battle shout. 

Sent for the bloody banquet out 
A summons of his own. 

Through rolling smoke the Demon’s eye 
Could well each destined guest espy. 
Well could his ear in ecstasy 
Distinguish every tone. 

That fill’d the chorus of the fray — 
From cannon roar and trumpet-bray. 
From charging squadrons’ wild hurrq. 
Prom the wild alang that mark’d their 
way,— 

Down to the dying groan. 

And the last sob of life’s deoay 

When breath was all but flown 1 . 

VIIL 

Feast on, stem foe of mortal life. 

Feast on! — but think not that a strife, 
With such promiscuous carnage rife. 
Protracted space may last; 

The deadly tug of war at length 
Must limits find in human strength. 

And cease when these are pass’d. 

Vain hope! — that morn’s o’erolouded sun 
Heard the wild shout of fight begun 
Ere he attain’d his height. 

And through the war-smokevotamed high 
Still peals that unremitted cry. 

Though now he stoops to night. 

For ten long hours of doubt and dread, 

F re ah succours from the extended head 
Of either hill the contest fed; 

Still down the slope they drew. 

The charge of columns paused not. 

Nor ceased the storm of shell and shot; 

For all that war could do 
Of skill and force was proved that day, 
And turn’d not yet the doubtful fray 
On bloody Waterloo. 

IX. 

Pale Brussels! then what thoughts were 
thine,* 

When ceaseless from the distant line 
Continued thunders eame! 

Each burgher held his breath, to hear 
These forerunners of havoc near. 

Of rapine and of flame* 


* It was affirmed by the prisoners of war, that Bonaparte bad promised bis army, Ip a**o of tip- 
tqry, twenty -fbcur hours plunder of the city of Brunet*. 
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What ghastly sights were thine to meet, 
When, railing through thy stately street, 
The wounded showM their mangled plight 
In token of the uunnish’d fight. 

And from each anguish-laden wain 
The blood-drops laid thy dust like rain! 
How often in the distant drum 
Heard’st thou the fell iuvadet come, 
While Ruin, shouting to Ihg hand, 

Shook high her torch and gory brand!— 
Cheer thee, fair city! From yon stand. 
Impatient, still his outstretch'd hand 
Points to his prey iu vain, 

While maddening in his eager mood, 
And all unwont to be withstood, 

He fires the fight again. 

X. 

u On! On!” was still his stern exclaim; 
tc Confront the battery’s jaws of flatnc! 

“ Rush on the le veil’d gun!* 

** My ateel-clad c uirassiers, advance! 
a Each Hulan forward with his lance, 

“ My Guard — my chosen— charge for 
Prance, 

u France and Napoleon!” 


Loud answer’d their acclaiming shout. 
Greeting the mandate .which sent out 
Their bravest and their best to da^e 
The fate their leader shunn’d to share.f 
But he, his country’s sword and shield. 
Still in the battle-front reveal’d. 

Where danger fiercest swept the field. 
Came like a beam of light. 

In action prompt, in sentence brief — 
u Soldiers, stand firm,” exclaim’d tlto 
chief, 

“ England shall tell the fight!”? 

XI. 

On came the whirlwind — like the last 
But fiercest sweep of tempest blast— 

On came the whirlwind, stecP gleams broke 
Lake lightning through the rolling smoke. 
The war was waked anew, 

Three hundred cannon-mouths roar’d 
loud, 

And from their throats, with flash and 
cloud. 

Their showers of iron threw. 
Beneath their fire, in full career, 

Uush’d on the ponderous cuirassier. 


* The characteristic obstinacy or Napoleon was never more fully displayed than in wbat we. 
may he permitted to hope will prove the last of hi* field*, lie would listen to no advice, and allow 
of no obstacles. An e> c-witness has given tl»e fallowing- account of his demeanor towards die end 
of the action:— • 

“ It was near seven o’clock; Bonaparte, who, till then, had remained upon the ridge of the hilt 
whence he could lust U-hoId what passed, contemplated, with a stem countenance, the scene of this 
Jiorrihle slaughter. The more that olwtucUi scented to multiply, the more his obstinacy seemed to 
increase. He became indignant itt these unforeseen difficulties; and, far from fearing to push to 
extremities an army whose confidence in him w as boundless. In; ceased not to pour down fresh 
troops, and to give ordets to inarch forw ard— to charge w ith the bayonet— to carry by storm. He 
was ivneatcdly informed, from different points, thnt the day went against him, ana that Use troops 
teemed to he disonlend; to which he only replied— 1 En m'ant! rn avaut !' 

“ One general sent to inform the Emperor that he was in a position which he coukl not maintain, 
because it was commanded by a liattery, am! requested to know, at tl»e same time, in what way he 
should protect his division from the murderous fire of the English artillery. * Let him storm the batte- 
ry,' replied Bom* parte, .and turned his back on the aid-de-camp who brought the message.”— Rdati»n 
(k la Aafailledc Mont -Saint- Jean* Far imTemmn Ocndnirc. Paris. 1815. 8vo. p. 51. 

t It has been reported that Bonaparte charged at the bead of his guards at the hut period of thfc 
dreadful conflict. This, however, is not accurate. He came down, indeed, to a hollow part of the 
high road leading to Charleroi, witliin less than a quarter of a mile of the farm ol La Haye Saute, 
otic of the points most fiercely disputed. Here he harangued the gaards,and informed them that h’n 
preceding operations had destroyed the British infantry and cavalry, and tliat they had only to rap* 
port the fire of the nrrillery, w hich they were to attadk with the bayonet. This exhortation was 
received with shouts of f ire i'Empcreur , w hich w ere heard over all our line, and led to an idea that 
Napoleon w-as charging in person. But the guards w'ere led on by Ncy; nor did .Bonaparte ap- 
proach nearer the seem* of action than the spot already mentioned, which the rising banka on each 
side rendered secure from all well balls as did not come in a straight line. He witnessed the earlier 
port of the battle from places yet more remote, particularly from an observatory which had been 
placed there by the king of the Netherlands, some weeks before, for the purpose of surveying the 
country.* It ts not meant to infer from these particulars that Napoleon showed, on that memora- 
ble occasion, the least deficiency in personal courage; on the contrary, he evinced the greatest com- 
posure and presence of mind eluting the whole action. But it is no less true that report has erred 
in ascribing to him any desperate effort* of valour for the recovery of the bottle; and it is remark*; 
ble, that during tho whole carnage, none of his suite were either killed or wounded, whereat 
scarcely one of the duke of Wellington’s personal attendants eseaped unhurt. 

1 In riding up to a regiment which was n*rd pressed, the duke called to the men, M Soldiers, wc 
must never he lie.-.t— what will they say iu Englaud.*’ It is needless to say how this appeal was 
answered. 


• The mntnfrs concerning this observatory have been mutual. The English supposed it was 
etfeted lor the n.e of Bonaparte; and a lanch wriitr affirms it was constrnHed by the i!uk*. of 
Wellington. 
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The lancer couch'd his ruthless spear, And while amid their scatter’d band 

And hurrying as to havoc near, Rag’d the fierce rider’s bloody brand. 

The cohorts' eagles flew. Recoil’d in common rout and fear. 

In one dark torrent, broad and strong, Lancer, and guard, and cuirassier. 

The advancing onset roll'd along, Horsemen, and foot-- a mingled host, 

Forth harbinger’d by fierce acclaim, Their leaders fall’n, their standards lost 
That from the shroud of smoke and flame, 

Peal’d wildly the imperial name. XIII. 

Then, Wellington! thy piercing eye 
XII. This crisis caught of destiny — 

But on the tifctish heart were lost The British host had stood 

The terrors of the charging host; That mom ’gainst charge of sword and 

For not an eye the storm that view’d lance 

Changed its proud glance of fortitude. As their own ocean-rocks hold stance. 

Nor was one forward footstep staid, But when thy voice had aaifl, “ Advance!” 

At dropp’d the dying and the dead. They were their ocean’s flood.— 

Fsst as their ranks the thunders tear, O Thou, whose inauspicious aim 
Fqst they renew’d each serried square; Hath wrought thy host this hour of shpme. 

And on the wounded and the slain Think’st thou thy broken bands will bide 

Closed their diminish’d files again. The terrors of yon rushing tide? 

Till from their lines scarce spears’ lengths Or will thy chosen brook to feel 

three. The British shock of lerell’d Btecl?f 

Emerging from the smoke they see Or dost thou turn thine eye 

Helmet, and plume, and panoply — Where coming squadrons gleam afar. 

Then wak’d their fire at once! And fresher thunders wake the wpr. 

Each musketeer’s revolving knell, And other standards fly? 

As fast, as regularly fell. Think not that in yon columns, file 

As when they practice to display Thy conquering troops from distant Dyle, 

Their discipline on festal day. Is Blucher yet unknown? 

Then down went helm and lance. Or dwells not in thy memory still, 

Down were tiie eagle banners sent, (Heard frequent in thine hour of ill,) 

Down reeling steeds and riders went, What notes of hate and vengeance thrill 
Corslets were pierced* and pennons rent; In Prussia’s trumpet tone? 

And to augment the fray, What yet remains? — shall it be thine 

Wheel’d full against their staggering To head the reliques of thy line 
flanks. In one dread effort more?— 

The English horsemen's foaming ranks The Roman lore thy leisure loved. 

Forced their resistless way. And thou' cao’st tell what fortune proved 

Then to the musket-knell succeeds That ohieftain, who, of yore. 

The clash of swords — the neigh of steeds. Ambition's dizzy paths essay’d. 

As plies the smith his clanging trade. And with the gladiators' aid 
Against the cuirass rang the blade;*- For empire enterprised— 

And while amid their close army. He stood the cast his rashness play’d 

The well-served cannon rent their way. Left not the victims he had made, 

. * Aprivate soldier of the 95th regiment compared the sound which took place immediately upoa 
cavalry mingling with those of the enemy, to “a thousand tinkers at n ark mending paft 
•a utetfe*.’’ 

t Nopernuukra or authority could prevail upon the French troops to stand the shock of the bayo 
\bcnnpeml guards, in particular, hardly stood till the British were within thirty yards of 
although the French author, already quoted, bos put into their mouths the magnanimous 
* rbe guards never yield— they die.’’ The same author has covered the plateau, or em»- 
■mee, Sl Jean, which formed the British position, with redoubts and intrenebments which never 
J"“*®** wl cnce. As the narrative, which is in many respects curious, was written by an eye-wit- 
"”V»e was probably deceived by the appearance of a mad anti a ditch which rum along part of 
It may he also mentioned, in criticising this work, dial the writer state* the chateau of 
" ave carr * ,; d by the French, although it was resolutely and successfully defawl- 

®[^®Kthe whole action. Tlie enemy, indeed, possessed themselves of the wood by which it is 
*nd at length set fire to the house itself; but the BritUfi (a detachment of the guards, 
command of colonel Macdonnell, and afterwards of colonel Home) made good the garden. 
^ t * H ‘ r rr^stwjce, the post which covered the return of the duke of 
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Dug his red grave with his own blade. 
And on the field he lost was laid. 
Abhorred — but not despised. 

XIV. 

But if revolves thy fainter thought 
On safety — howsoever bought. 

Then turn thy fearful rein and ride. 
Though twice ten thousand men have died 
, On this eventful day. 

To gild the military fame 
Which thou, for life, in traffick tame. 
Wilt baiter thus away. 

Shall future ages tell this tale 
Of iuconsistence faint and frail? 

And art thou he of Lodi’s bridge, * 
Marengo’s field, and Wagram’s ridge! 

Or is thy soul like mountain-tide. 
That swell’d by winter storm and shower, 
IloUs down in turbulence of power 
A torrent fierce and wide; 

’Reft of these aids, a rill obscure. 
Shrinking un notic’d, mean and poor. 
Whose channel shows display’d 
The wrecks of its impetuous course. 

But not one symptom of the force 

By which these wrecks were made! 

XV- 

Spur on thy way! — since now thine ear 
Has brook’d thy veterans’ wish to hear. 
Who, as thy flight they ey’d, 
Exclaim’d — while tears of anguish came. 
Wrung forth by pride, and rage, and 
shame — 

“ Oh that he had but died!” 

But yet, to sum this hour of ill. 

Look, ere thou leav’st the fatal hill. 
Back on yon broken ranks-" 

Upon whose wild confusion gleams 
The moon, as on the troubled streams 
When rivers break their banks. 
And, to the ruin’d peasant’s eye. 

Objects half seen roll swiftly by, 

Down the dread current hurl’d. 

So mingle banner, wain and gun, 

Where the tumultuous flight rolls on 
Of warriors, who, when morn begun, 
Defi’d a banded world. 

XVI. 

List — frequent to the hurrying rout 
The stern pursuers* vengeful shout 
Tells, that upon their broken rear 
Rages the Prussian's bloody spear. 

So fell a shriek was uone. 

When Beresinu’s icy flood 
Ilcdden’dand thaw’d with flame and blood, 


And pressing on thy desperate way. 
Rais'd oft and long their wild hurra, 
The children of the Don. 

Thine ear no yell of hoiror deft 
So ominous, when, all bereft 
Of aid, the valiant Polack left— 

Ay, left by thee — found soldier’s grave 
In Leipsic’s corpse -encumber’d wave. 
Fate, in these various perils past. 
Reserv’d thee still some futare cast; — 
On the dread die thou nowcast thrown. 
Hangs not a single field alone, 

Nor one campaign — thy martial fame. 
Thy empire, dynasty, and name, 

Have felt the final stroke; 

And now, o’er thy devoted head 
The last stem vial's wrath is shed, 

The last dread seal is broke. 

xvn. 

Since livc s thou wilt — refuse not now 
Before these demagogues to bow, 

Late objects of thy scorn and hate. 

Who shall thy once imperial fate 
Make wordy theme of vaiu dehate. — 
Or shall we say, thou stoop’st less low 
In seeking refuge from the foe, 

Against whose heart, in prosperous life, 
Thine hand hath ever held the knife?- 
Such homage hath been paid 
By Roman and by Grecian voice, 

And there were honour in the choice, 

If it were freely made. 

Then safely come — in one so low, 

So lost — we cannot own a foe; 

Though dear experience bid us end. 

In thee we ne’er can hail a friend.— 
Come, howsoe’er — but do not hide 
Close in thy heart that germ of pride, 
Erewhile by gifted bard espied, 

That “ yet imperial hope;” 

Think not that for a fresh rebound, 

To raise ambition from the ground, 

We yield thee means or scope. 

In safety come— but ne'er again 
| Hold type of independent reign; 

No islet calls thee lord: 

We leave thee no confederate band, 

No symbol of thy lost command. 

To be a dagger in the hand 

From which we wrench’d the sword 

XVIII. 

Yet, e’en in yon sequester’d spot. 

May worthier conquest be thy lot 
Than yet thy life has known; 
Conquest, unbought by blood or harm, 
That needs nor foreign aid nor arm> 

A triumph all thine own, 
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Such waits thee when thou ahalt control 
Those passions wild, that stubborn soul. 
That marl'd thy prosperous scene: 
Hear this — from no unmoved heart, 
Which sighs, comparing what thou art 
With what thou might’st have been! 

XIX. 

Thou, too, whose deeds of fame renew’d 
Bankrupt a nation’s gratitude. 

To thine own noble heart must owe 
More than the meed she can bestow. 

For not a people’s just acclaim. 

Not the full hail of Europe's fame. 

Thy prince's smiles, thy state’s decree. 
The ducal rank, the garter’d knee. 

Not these such pure delight afford 
As that, when, hanging up thy sword, 
Well may’st thou think, “ This honest 
steel 

Wss ever drawn for public weal; 

And, such was rightful Heaven’s decree, 
Ne’er sheathed unless with victory!” 

XX. 

hook forth, once more, with soften’d heart. 
Ere from the field of fame we part; 
Triumph and sorrow border near. 

And joy oft melts into a tear. 

Alas! what links of love that morn 
Has War’s rade hand asunder tom! 

For ne'er wass field so sternly fought, 

And ne'er was conquest dearer bought. 
Here, piFd in common slaughter, sleep 
Those whom Affection long shall weep; 
Here rests th e sire, that ne’er shall strain 
His orphans Co his heart again; 

The arm, whom, on his uative shore. 

The parent’s voice shall bless no more; 
The bridegroom, who has hardly press’d 
His blushing consort to his breast; 

The husband, whom, through many a year 
Long lore aod mutual faith endear. 

Thou ean’st not name one tender tie 
Bat here, dissolv'd, its reliques lie! 

0 when thou see’at some mourner’s veil 
Shroud her thin form and visage pale. 

Or mark’s! the matron’s bursting tears 
Stream when thfe stricken drum she hears, 
Or see’st how manlier grief, suppress’d. 
Is labouring in a father’s breast,— 

With no inquiry vain pursue 
The cause, but think on Waterloo! 

XXI. 

Period of honour as of woes, 

What bright careers 'twas thine to dose! 
Mark'd on thy roll of blood what names, 
To Britan's memory, and to Fame's, 


Laid there their last immortal claims! 
Thou saw’s! in seas of gore expire 
Redoubted Picton’s soul of fire — 

Saw'st in the mingled carnage lie 
All that of Ponsonby could die — 

Be Laney change Love's bridal wreath 
For laurels from the hand of death — 
Saw’st gallant Miller's failing eye 
Still bent where Albion’s banners fly, 

And Cameron, in the shock of steel. 

Die like the offspring of Lochiei; 

And generous Gordon, 'mid the strife,, 
Fall while he watch’d his leader’s life. 
Ah! though her guardian angel's shield 
Fenc’d Britain’s hero through the field. 
Fate not the less her power made known, 
Thro’ his friends’ hearts to pierce his ow£! 

XXH. 

Forgive, brave dead, th* imperfect lay! 
Who may your names, your numbers, say? 
What high-strung harp, what lofty line. 
To each the dear earn’d praise assign. 
From high-horn chiefs of martial fame 
To the poor soldier's lowlier name? 
Lightly ye rose, that dawning day. 

From your cold couch of swamp and clay. 
To fill, before the sun was low. 

The bed that morning cannot know. 

Oft may the tear the green sod steep. 
And sacred be the heroes' sleep, 

Till time shall cease to run; 

And ne'er beside their noble grave 
May Briton pass, and full to crave 
A blessing on the fallen brave 

Who fought with Welling toil! 

XXIU. 

Farewell, sad Field! whose blighted face 
Weal's Desolation’s withering trace; 
Long shall my memory retain 
Thy shatter’d huts and trampled grain^ 
With every mark of martial wrong, 
That scathe thy towers, fair JHougomont! 
Yet though thy garden's green arcade 
The marksman’s fatal post was made. 
Though on thy shattec'd beeches fell 
The blended rage of shot and shell. 
Though from thy blacken'd portals torn 
Their fall thy blighted fruit»trees mourn. 
Has not such havoc bought a name 
Immortal in the rolls of fame? 

Yes— Agincourt may be forgot, 

Aod Cressy be an unknown spot. 

And Blenheim's name be new: 

But still in story and in song, 

For many an age remember’d long, 

Shall live the towers of Hougomont, 

And fields of Waterloo. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Stern tide of haman Time! That know*st 
not rest, 

Bdt, sweeping from the eradle to the 
tomb, 

Bear’st erer downward on thy dusky 
breast 

Suceessive generations to their doom: 

While thy capacious stream has equal 
room 

For the gay bark where Pleasure’s 
streamers sport. 

And for the prison-ship of guilt and gloom. 

The fisher4kiff, and barge that bears a 
court. 

Still wafting onward all to one dark silent 
port. 

Stern tide of Tjme! through what myste- 
rious change 

Of hope and fear have our frail barks 
been driven! 

For ne’er, before, vicissitude so strange 

Was to one race of Adam's offspring 
given. 

And sure such varied change of sea and 
heaven. 

Such unexpected bursts of joy and wo. 

Such fearful strife as that where we have 
striven. 

Succeeding ages ne’er again shall know. 

Until the awful term when thou shalt 
cease to flow. 

Well hast thou stood, my country! — the 
brave fight 

Hast well maintain’d through good re- 
port and ill; 

In thy just cause, and in thy native might, 

And in Heaven’s grace and justice con- 
stant still. 

Whether the handed prowess, strength, 
and skill 

Of half the world against thee stood ar- 
ray’d. 

Or when, with better views and freer will, 

Beside thee Europe’s noblest drew the 
blade. 

Each emulous in arms the Ocean Queen 
to aid. 


Well art thou now repaid — though riowly 
rose. 

And struggled long with mists thy 
blaze of fame. 

While like the dawn that in the orient 
glows 

On the broad wave its earlier lustre 
came; 

Then eastern Egypt Saw the growing 
flame. 

And Maida’s myrtles gleam'd beneath 
its ray. 

Where first the soldier, stung with gene- 
rous shame, 

Rivalt’d the heroes of the waPry wsy, 

And wash'd in foemen’s gore, unjust re- 
proach away. 

Now, Island Empress, wave thy crest on 
high. 

And. bid the banner of thy patron flow, 

Gallant Saint George, the flower of Chi- 
valry! 

For thou hast fac’d, like him, a dragon 
foe. 

And rescu’d innocence from overthrow, 

And trampled down, like him, tyrainio 
might. 

And to the gazing world may’st proudly 
show 

The chosen emblem of thy sainted 
knight, 

Who quell'd devouring pride, and vindi- 
cated right. 

Yet, 'mid the confidence of just renown, 

Renown ’dear bought, but dearest thus 
acquir’d. 

Write, Britain, write the moral lesson 
down; 

'Tis not alone the heart with valour 
fir'd, 

The discipline so dreaded and admired. 

In many a field of bloody conquest 
known — 

Such may by fame be lured, by gold be 
hired — 

•Tis constancy in the good cause alone 

Best justifies the meed thy valiant softs 
have woq. 
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> AN AUTHOR’S* EVENINGS. — FOR THE POUT FOLIO. 

* * Many centuries ago, there was celebrated, in the city of 

* » $Catirais, the Asa 9 9 Festival , or holiday , in order to represent to 

* t£e life, the flight of Mary into Egypt. For this purpose, the 
f . . c)ergy of .the cathedral being assembled, they selected from 
■^.^amoDgst several that were presented to them, the most beautiful 

' damsel, who being placed upon an am, richly caparisoned, was 
'<**hus conducted as it were in triumph from the principal church 

* vti>that of Saint Stephen, where the young maid and her donkey 
. . T 'veie introduced into the chancel, and placed on the right side of 

altar. In the course of the service performed on this occa- 
HotHy the chants were interrupted at intervals with an hin haw in 
I .* jtnitation of the ass’s braying, which was loudly articulated by the 
whole congregation; and at the close of the mass, the deacon, in- 
■■ stead of the accustomed ita mis*a est } uttered three loud brays, 
which .were immediately re-echoed by his auditors. But the su- 
hfimest part of this famous ceremony was the hymn chanted on 
voi. 1. a a 
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the occasion, which, as a great curiosity, I shall now give at full 
length; being handed down to posterity, by Charles du Cange, the 
French antiquary, who preserved the extraordinary morceau from 
a manuscript of upwards of 500 years old. 


LATIN. 

Orienlis partibus 
Adventavit et fortissimos, 
Paloher et fortisaimus* 
Surciais aptissimus. 

Lentus erat pedibns. 

Nisi foret bacillus, 

Et euip in clunibus, 
Pugeret aculeus. 

Hio in eollibus Sichera, 
Jam nutritussnb Unben; 
Tran siit par Jordanem, 
Saliit in Bethlehem. 


TRANSLATION. 

From the eastern country this ass is 
arrived, comely and stout, and fittest to 
bear a load. 


Of pace he was slow, unless one had 
a stick, and his flanks were prioked by 
a spur. 


He was on the hills of Siohem, bred 
up and fed by Reuben, and crossing the 
Jordan, he leaped into Bethlehem. 


Ecoe magnis auribur, 
Subjugatis films, 
Asinus egregius; 

A si norum Dorainus. 


Lo! with his long ears, the son of the 
yoke-beareiv- a charming ass! the king 
of asses! 


Salta vincit hinnulos, 
Damas et capreolus; 
Super dromedarios 
Velox Midianos. 


He outruns the young fawns, the 
deer and the kids; and surpasses ia 
swiftness the dromedaries of Midian. 


Aurum de Arabia, 

Thus et myrrham de Saba, 
Tulit in Ecclesia, 

Virtu* Asinaria. 


The gold from Arabia, the frankin- 
cense and myrrh from Saba, were 
brought into the church by virtue of 
the ass. 


Dum trahit vehicula 
Multa cum saroinul^, 
Ulius mandibula 
Dura terit pabula. 

Cum aristis bordeum 
Comedit et cardnum, 
Triticum a palefl, 
Segregat in area. 


While he is yoked to the oart, with 
an heavy burthen, his jaws grind a 
hard food. 


The barley with its ears, and the 
thistle are its food; the corn from the 
straw by him is divided in the trough. 


Amen dicas, asine 
Jam satur de gramine. 
Amen, amen itora; 
Asperna re vetera. 


Say amen, oh! gentle ass! now filled 
with grass. Repeat, oh! repeat amen, 
and now despise old forms. 


Defoe has somewhat quaintly though very forcibly stated the 
comparative qualities of a& educated and an uneducated woman: 
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A well-bred woman and well-taught, furnished with the ad- 
ditional accomplishment of knowledge and behaviour, is a creature 
without comparison; her society is the emblem of sublime enjoy- 
ment, her person is angelic, and her conversation heavenly. She is 
all softness, and sweetness, peace, love, wit and delight; she is every 
way suited to the sublimest wish, and the man that has such a one to 
his portion, has nothing to do, but rej oice in her and be thankful. On 
the other hand, suppose her to be the same woman, and deprived of 
the benefit of education; and it follows thus: if her temper be 
good, want of education makes her soft and easy; her wit, for 
want of teaching, renders her impertinent and talkative; her know- 
ledge, for want of judgment and experience, makes her fanciful and 
whimsical. If her temper be bad, want of breeding makes her 
worse, and she grows haughty, insolent and loud; if she be pas- 
sionate, want of manners makes her a termagant and a scold# 
which is much as one with a lunatic. If she be proud, want of 
discretion (which is still ill-breeding) makes her conceited, tan- 
tastic, and ridiculous: and from these she degenerates, to be tur- 
bulent, clamorous, noisy, nasty, and the devil. 

The native Egyptians have a prophecy amongst them that 
they shall recover the dominion of Egypt again, and the Turkish 
empire, after a certain time, shall be destroyed; which Mr. Hill 
has given in verse: 

Years after years shall roll. 

Ages o’er ages slide. 

Before the world’s control. 

Shall check the Crescent’s pride. 

Banish’d from place to place. 

Wide as the ocean’s roar. 

The mighty gypsy race. 

Shall visit every shore. 

Bat when the hundredth year. 

Shall three times double be. 

Then shall an end appear. 

To all their slavery. 

Then shall the warlike powers, 

From distant realms return, 

Egypt again be ours. 

And Turkish laurels hum. 
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Biblical Query. How, by what means, and on whose autho- 
rity, was Mark enabled to convey to us, in the 39th verst of the 
14th chapter of hU gospel, the exact words of our Saviour’s prayer 
ill the garden, when the three disciples had fallen asleep, and 
himself had previously gone to a distance from them? 

Long Dresses. In the time of Anne, Richard’s queen, the 
ladies wore their, dresses very long, which occasioned an honest 
irell-roeaning author to address an essay ad caudam dominarum . 

It is a circumstance very remarkable, and 1 believe not gene- 
rally known, that in the list annexed to the Winter Evening Con - 
ferences y written by Dr. J. Goodman, chaplain in ordinary to 
Charles II, and published in 1686, the celebrated £***? BarvAix# 
is included among the treatises written by him. At the end of 
his u Penitent Pardoned '* (1683) the same work is mentioned as 
an anonymous publication, reprinted for R. Royston, by hie majes- 
ty's command. * 

This exquisite composition has excited as much controversy 
in the literary world as the poems of Ossian and Rowley, or the 
letters of Junius, and we should be glad to see what can be said 
to establish or tefute the claim of Dr. Goodman, which is here so 
confidently asserted. 

Sacred Musifc. It is well known that Swift was a most or- 
thodox admirer of sacred music and cultivated it with great assi- 
duity in the cathedral of St. Patrick. None of the arts, however, 
in those days, had made much advance in Ireland. She had 
long warbled her own mild notes with native melody; but Han- 
del had been more heard of, than heard. His divine compositions 
were little known, and oratorios were only coming into fashion. 

A certain noble lord, though not of very sacred manner s, 
meeting the dean at the first performance of the Messiah , was so 
struck with the sublimity both of the music and the words, that he 
begged to know the name of the author of the latter. “ Will you 
read his book, my lord, if I len^l it to you?” — w Most certainly, 
my dear doctor: he writes admirably.”— Swift sent him a Bible 
and he was a convert. 
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In Blair’s w Universal Preceptor,” we find the following 
lines descriptive of Arabia. The book is very common, and 
therefore we copy but a single stanza. We do not recollect to 
have seen this piece before, and should be glad to be enabled to 
ascertain the name of the author. 

O’er Arabia’s desert sands 
The patient camel walks; 

’Mid lonely caves and rocky lands 
The fell hyena stalks; 

On her cool and shady hills 

Coffee shrubs and tam’rinds grow; 

Headlong fall the welcome rills 
Down the fruitful rills below.” 

Ralph Allen, Esqr. was the correspondent of Pope: he was 
the prototype of All worthy in Tom Jones, and the intimate friend 
of the right honourable the earl of Chatham. What more can be 
said of a man, than is comprised in these few lines, and yet what 
more is known of Mr. Allen? 

Peter Annet is another name which is now almost lost: 
but it was highly distinguished in the last century. He was a 
deistical writer, who made it his business to bring the Christian re- 
ligion into contempt* with a virulence of hostility which indicated 
some rancour against its highest ornaments, or a consciousness of 
his own baseness. But the man who attacked Sherlock and 
was answered by Chandler, must have been no mean antago- 
nist. 


While we are pursuing the meandering courses of the stream 
of oblivion, and throwing an occasional glance on the hanks, to as- 
certain the situation of those who have been stranded and forgot- 
ten, the name of Charles Peters attracts the notice of the lite- 
rary inquirer. He occupied a conspicuous rank in his day, but is 
now almost unknown. He is entitled to a place among the most ele- 
gant and vigorous polemics of the last century. His critical disser- 
tation on the book of Job is the finest commentary in our language, 
as it regards verbal criticism, literary research, or evangelical 
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illustration. The language of this work is elegant, and the learn- 
ing profound: his argument is unanswerable, and his wit is of the 
most captivating description: it is polished with pleasantry and 
softened with good nature. Bishop Warburton never had such 
an adversary as Peters. He felt the force of his pen, when he 
saw it employed in demolishing the ideal system of his famous 
work on the Divine Legation of Moses. The bishop, however, 
affected to treat his acute antagonist with contempt, and in his 
usual coarse manner designated him by the appellation of the 
Cornish Critic. Bishop Lowth, in his letter to the author of the 
Divine Legation of Moses Demonstrated, quotes the passage and 
makes the following remark upon it in a note. 

The very learned and ingenious person of whom this decent 
language is used, is the reverend Mr. Peters. I mention his name, 
because the readers of the Divine Legation will hardly know it 
from thence, where he passes by the style and title of the Cornish 
Critic. What the true meaning and import of this title may be > 
I cannot say; I suppose it may allude to some proverbial saying, 
relating to Cornwall, perhaps like that of the Jews, equally false, 
concerning Gallilee — that out of Cornwall ariseth no critic; but 
this is mere conjecture; I have never heard of any such a pro- 
verb. 1 was thinking of explaining it by another common saying; 
but then the title would imply a commendation, and what is 
worse, would have too great a propriety. Every one has heard of 
a Cornish hug; which, if a man has once felt it to the purpose, he 
will be sore of as long as he lives. 

At the first representation of Voltaire’s CEdippe in 1718, the 
witty and licentious Piron almost occasioned the downfall of it by 
one of those filaiaant tries y for which he was distinguished. The 
theatre opened on that occasion with repairs and fresh decorations. 
Over the curtain these letters were observed: O. T. P. Q. M. V, 
D. Every one was inquisitive to know the meaning of the in- 
scription. Piron, who happened to be present, received a parti- 
cular application for information. After some affected hesitation, 
he whispered, as a profound secret to a few present: CEdippe 
Tragedie Pitoyable Quk Monsieur Voltaire Donne. In 
a few minutes the secret had m%de the tour of t{ie theatre; and 
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the play was not suffered to proceed, until it was officially an- 
nounced that the mysterious letters were the initials of Omne 
Tulit Punctum Qui Mjscuit Utile Duloi. It is well known 
that this play laid the foundation of Voltaire’s dramatic fame, 
it was represented forty-five times successively. 

Among those writers of Ecclesiastical Antiquity* who, from 
fashion or prejudice, or ignorance, are now universally neglected 
and almost universally unknown, may be ranked Methodius . He 
was a bishop of the primitive church, and suffered martyrdom 
about the end of the third century. Of the various works which 
he composed, not one has came down to us entire, if we except 
his Banquet of Virgins. In this work a company of virgins are 
supposed to assemble together, in the garden of Arete or Virtue, 
where they severally discourse on the excellence of the unmarried 
state. The diction is uniformly clear, elegant and flowing; but it 
is sometimes too gorgeous and Asiatic, and from its extreme re- 
dundance, is occasionally feeble. I have translated the following 
passage, not only because it affords a pleasing specimen of this 
writer’s style, but because there is reason to believe that Milton 
made some use of it in his description of the garden of Eden: 

Pleasant was the spot and beauteous, and almost seemed unearthly, replete 
with every thing that might lure us to repose. The air, which was spread 
around it, was blended with beams of the purest light, and its gentle breath was 
harmony. In the midst a fountain murmured, smooth as the smoothest oil, 
and distilling the sweetest beverage; whose clear, unpolluted waters were mul- 
tiplied in rills, and the rills, swelling into rivers, refreshed the smiling paradise. 
There bloomed innumerable trees, surcharged with autumnal riches, and glory- 
ing in their golden fruitage, which depended amiably (* *g?r«v «7r*/agoc//uir*v 
ix«g«c). There too were meadows, green with perennial verdure, and diversi- 
fied with flowers; flowers of unnumbered hues and unrivalled fragrance. Ap- 
proaching a lofty and majestic tree, we rested beneath its foliage;, for ample 
were its spreading branches, and genial and inviting was its shade. 

The reader, to whom Milton is familiar, besides noticing the 
general similarity, will be struck with the exact resemblance of 
one particular passage in the above, to these words of the English 
poet: 

Others, whose fruit, burnished with golden rind 

Hung amiable ■■ ■■■■■■■ ■ 
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Synesias, also, is a writer Woo deserves to be more generally 
known. Ten of his hymns have come down to us, which, although 
they were composed nearly four hundred years after Christ, dis- 
play a purity of style, and a harmony of versification, wnich would 
have done honour to a politer age. I acknowledge that there are 
some passages in them indifferent, those especially in which he in- 
terweaves the jargon of Platonism with the truths of Christianity; 
but there are others which breathe the genuine spirit of poetry, and 
bum even with Pindaric fire. His ninth hymn is pre-eminently 
splendid and magnificent, both in its diction and its imagery; and 
every one will, 1 think, be convinced on the perusal, that Milton 
had thoroughly digested it. Being fully sensible tuat any translation 
of mine would fall short, both of the spirit and the grandeur of the 
original, 1 have not presumed to make any. The following at- 
tempt, however, on a less sublime, but equally pleasing passage, 
may communicate to the English reader some idea of the style 
and manner of Synesius. It is the opening of the second hymn: 

Again Aurora’s purple beams 
Are playing on the eastern streams) 

Again the mists have fled away. 

Chas’d by the radiant car of day. 

And thou, my soul, awake again 
Thy matin hymn, thy wonted strain; 

That God adore, whose glorious might 
Cloth’d the young morn in robes oflight; 

Who gave the stars their wondrous birth. 

And bade them dance around the earth. 

There is, unfortunately, no word in our language, which can ade- 
quately convey the idea contained in the last line of the original. 
The word dance has nothing in it of dignity, nothing of grandeur, 
but is light and frivolous. How different from this, and how ele- 
gant is the Greek! 

oc • T'roextv vvxri 

7r%^tK0<r fxttty £cg«j*v. 

Some of the Greek fathers also, have very exquisite expressions, 
when speaking of the stars. St. Chrysostom, in his second homi- 
ly on the Incomprehensible, thus writes: ih to* *<»£* w *<*A*{* 

9T*s Alyas’ toj iranctfci rat ccrreat xhv* And in 
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another of his orations, xolxthof xar«A«psrfj Saint 

Gregory Naz. in his beautiful description of Spring, speaks of the 
chorus of the stars; xt^a^Srsfi. This metaphor 

however is not peculiar to the Greeks, but was also a favourite idea 
of the classical poets, as might be proved by many examples. Sta- 
tius says 

Riaat chorus omnis ab alto 
Astrorum. A chill. 1. 643. 

Gesner in Thea . Ling. Lat . under Chorea , has these words: 
u Varro apud Non. vi. 16. vocem ad sidera transtulit, quae certfi. 
lege et quasi ad harmoniam moventur, 

Repente nootes eirciter meridiem, 

Cum pictus aer fervidis late igoibof 
Cali choreas a* trie as oatenderet. 

Eodem modo Manil. 1. 69. 

Et quinque averao luetantia sidera muuilo 
Bxereent rariai uaturx lege choreas • 


FOR THE PORT FOLIO. — THE AMERICAN LOUNGER— No. JfOL 

BY SAMUEL SAUNTER, ESQ. 

“ To-morrow, air, I wrestle for my credit. ,, 

Jit You IAke It. 

On* of my predecessors, the accomplished author of the 
World, has described, with his usual felicity, the perplexities of a 
Magaziner, who must write to please, if he would please to live. 
That the difficulties by which he is encompassed may be more; 
accurately estimated, he very candidly opens his bureau, and sub*- 
mits its contents to the perusal of his patrons. No one but those 
who have had some experience in these matters, can form a con- 
jecture respecting the motley materials of which such a display 
would be composed. The sighs of unpitied swains, and the tears 
of disconsolate damsels, would be seen reposing in friendly har- 
mony in a remote comer of the drawer: another heap of pap^r 
vol. i. mb 
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would almost start into life with the animated remonstrances of 
the irritable writers: here you would behold the memoirs of some 
hero of the day, who has been forgotten before the printer could 
match his recorded honours from the dilatory editor: and, there, 
about to be cast into the waters of oblivion, might be found the re- 
mains of a poet, whose brows had been covered with perennial 
blossoms, by the hands of affectionate biography. Another trem- 
bling pile announces the fears of some juvenile author, whose 
effusions having received the imprimatur of a family circle, are 
sent, heedless of the lessons of Webster, or the rules of Murray, 
to be crammed into this receptacle of ripening historians and 
half-fledged poets! 

A French writer, borrowing a hint from the denomination of 
the younger disciples of doctor Faustus, has termed the printer’s 
office, an author's hell. 

For the luckless wight whose u destinies” have made him 
an editor, — a sort of pioneer to the corps of authors, — I fear 
a severer fate is provided. They live here, as Virgil describes 
the confines of the dead, which are inhabited by the shadows of 
sickness, famine, and poverty; toil, contention and discord. When 
they no longer disport in the waters qf Castalic , but are doomed to 
wander oir the banks of the Styx, they will no doubt be encountered 
by a host of disappointed scribblers, who will compare themselves 
to the servants of Nabopharzon, the king of Babylon, and take that 
opportunity of avenging all their fancied wrongs. 

The first letter which Mr. Fitz Adam reads to his patron% 
from his chaotic collection, is from an officer in country quarters, 
who thinks that a paper now and then, on religion, would be very 
entertaining, and hopes he may find this amusement in the World ; 
because the chaplain happens to live altogether in town, and the 
writer has no opportunity of knowing any thing of that affair, 
but from what he hears at church. ' 

This reasonable request is immediately granted by Mr. Fitz 
Adam, with all the politeness of a Stanhope. He premises that 
the World for the future shall be a religious World, in order 
that no officer at his quarters, may be under the necessity of going 
to church. 
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He has scarcely had time to congratulate himself on the pro- 
bable consequences of this accommodating temper, before he is 
applauded by a club of very serious clergymen, for the resolution, 
expressed in his introductory paper, not to meddle with religion. 
My friend, Oldschool, need be in no fear of such letter as this, 
since I verily believe, that a club of clergymen , however common 
they may be in England, is not to be found in our country. They 
smoke their pipes amidst the prattle of their children, and are re* 
compensed for the pleasures of the chase and the bottle, in the 
study of their book and the diffusion of its blessings. But Mr. 
Fitz Adam is obliged to stand well wit h the clergy, and therefore he 
assures his very considerate correspondent, that the Woxld shall 
have no religion in it. 

In a similar spirit of conciliation, a grammarian is promised 
that his nerves shall not be shocked by inattention to the rules of 
grammar, and in the same breath, he adopts the advice of a bon 
vivanty not to let the prejudices of a pedagogue prevent him from 
snatching 

■ * grace beyond the reach of art. 

Tom Tell Truth cautions him against novels, and the author 
promises to write no more novels; but the next instant, a polite 
note from a a real admirer,” among the ladies— who could with- 
stand that? — reminds him of the declaration of St Paul, and he 
vows that he will devote his future papers entirely to novels. 

That “ polite old gentleman,” as the Lay Preacher once salu- 
ted this eloquent orator, declared that he would be all things to all 
men, if by any means he could win some. As to winning men^ 
that, I must confess, never formed a very prominent object in my 
wishes. One half of them may be dragged, and the other must be 
beaten along with many etrifiee . But as to the sex — I can appeal 
to all the companions of my youth, for the sincerity of my belief 
and my corresponding practice in the doctrine of the learned Paul. 
In those delightful days when Hope revelled in castles which she 
herself had erected, I would have performed a pilgrimage to 
Mecca, or immured myself in the catacombs of Paris:— I would 
have exchanged the gross amount of the honorarii of the richest 
term, for a bottle of St. Leon’s elixir that I might serve an ap* 
prenticeship, equal to the deportation of one of the ghosts in the 
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Red sea: — verily, I would have been all things for all t vomen, if 
by any means I could have gained one. I would have fashioned 
my tongue to the idioms of the admirable Crichton, that I might 
celebrate their charms: I would have aspired to the promptness 
of Mordanto, the gallantry of Montrose, and the generosity of 
Falkland* ' I will not say in the words with which a little French 
bachelor of my acquaintance always concludes his cheerful anec- 
dotes of the pleasures of the Palais Royal, and the promenades in 
the wood of Boulogne, before the revolution — C*est une affaire 
Jinie . I am still unwilling to have it said that 44 Pistol’s flash is out.” 
I would rather adopt the words of a song, which was warbled a 
few evenings ago, at Mrs. B’s, from a pair of lovely lips, which 
mock the advances of age* 

Still let roe trifle life away. 

And sing of love as I grow old. 


I am very much flattered by the manner in which my return 
has been greeted by the friends of Mr. Oldschool. My fair cor- 
respondent, whose epistle I copy with alacrity, may And abundant 
topics to speculate upon, and I shall always be proud of her cor- 
respondence. 

Me. Saunter, 

The Spectator— of illustrious name — has somewhere told 
us, that we become so attached to every object, whether animate 
or inanimate, to which we have been long accustomed, that vfe 
cannot part, without reluctance, even with an old post that has 
stood sentinel at our doors. I shall not dispute the truth of this 
observation, because every one knows, that 44 in old time they 
were wont to ask counsel at Abel, and so they ended the mat- 
ter.”* Nor shall I liken you, Mr. Saunter, to a post. — Yet I must 
tell you, without incurring your displeasure, that I thought of this 
passage the moment I heard of your return, and was ready to 
greet you with all the cordiality of an old acquaintance. But I 
have another reason for bidding you welcome. I, too, am but 
lately returned after an absence of many years and really I find my- 
self a stranger at home. New fashions and altered manners tfm- 

.• II. Samuel, xx. 18. 
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tinually disturb, or, as I suppose I must say, annoy , me, according 
to the new-fangled style. If the office of censor, with which you 
were invested by the first Mr. Oldschool, was necessary in those 
days, you will soon perceive that it is not less so now— -and 1 flatter 
myself that you will again take it upon you, and, 44 hold the mirror 
up to nature.” It is a trite complaint, that w the former days were 
better than these,” and whether it be true in the abstract, it will 
always be believed, by those who no longer enjoy the airy vani- 
ties that pass before them. I am, however, not unwilling to con- 
oede, that the follies of the present scene may perhaps differ 
only in kind, from those which have goi^e before. The aggregate 
may be the same — whether the lady commence her visit at three 
o’clock, and return home in good time to put her children to 
bed — or perform this duty first, and go to the party after. 
So that should some flippant young miss be ready to cry out— 
u some cross old maid from the country!” she need not, there- 
fore, anticipate justice without mercy. Let her rejoice, that 
there are such useful beings as old maids — who having no giddy 
girls of their own to lead in the right way— are at leisure to keep 
an eye on the daughters of the republic. If they should come 
i( from the country,” they are the more sensible of the transfigu- 
rations of fashion, than they could be if they had floated down the 
tide of time amidst the bubbles of the metropolis. 

Martha. 

^ FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

LETTER FROM AN AMERICAN TRAVELLER IN EUROPE. 

My DEAR — . 

In the afternoon of a beautiful day we approached the 
celebrated seat of science and learning, the city of Geneva.— 
It is situated at the foot of the lake, and just at the place where 
the Rhone, after having traversed the whole extent of the lake of 
Geneva, issues again from it on its way to the ocean. The envi- 
rons of the city and the beautiful banks of the lake have been so 
often celebrated, that it is needless for me to repeat their praises. 
In one respect, however, I was disappointed. There are some beau- 
tiful buildings on the high part of the town, but in general it is 
not well built: and the close streets accorded badly with the idea 
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I had formed of the romantic groves and public walks in which 
their philosophers were wont to renew the scenes of the walks of 
the academy or the gardens of Epicurus. It is the surrounding 
country which is the charm of Geneva, and fortunately it is a 
charm which political revolutions cannot take away. 

The town is situated on both sides of the Rhone, which is 
crossed by several wooden bridges, and is here a rapid and clear 
stream twelve or fifteen feet deep. Immediately in front of the 
town lies, the whole extent of the lake,- with a number of villages 
adorning the banks, and the beautiful Pays de Vaud lying in the 
form of a vast amphitheatre, inclining from the great range of 
the Jura mountains on the north down to the water's edge— on 
the south of the lake rise the snowy tops of the great Alps. 

Geneva is an ancient town mentioned by Caesar — “ Extremum 
oppidum Allobrogum proximumque Helvetiarum finibus est Ge- 
neva.” The territory of the Allobrbges then comprehended Sa- 
voy and Dauphiny as far as Lyons and the Rhone. I remember 
reading Caesar's Commentaries at school, and that by the assist- 
ance of the plates and the explanations of the teacher they made 
some impression on me. But it was general and vague, and from 
the want of some geographical or particular association resem- 
bled the floating ideas of a romance. But now when I stood on 
the very spot where the Allobroges and the Helvetii wandered, 
the former recollections of the wars of Caesar appeared to take 
their place in the mind as solemn realities, devested of the light 
and airy dress of fiction* By tracing them to a particular locatio^ 
and identifying them, they were stripped of all their masquerade 
dress. I was forcibly struck by this feeling, and at the same time 
delighted — it was like the sensation of pleasure you experience 
on viewing a fine painting, the subject of which is taken from 
some well known passage of a favourite poet. It would seem that 
all the plans of me maria technical from prince Le Boo’s knots on a 
rope, to Gray’s system, depend upon associations of this kind, aid- 
ing the operations of the mind by external and visible objects. 

Geneva was twice destroyed and rebuilt again during the 
middle ages — In 1530 the reformation was first preached, and in 
a few years Geneva embraced its doctrines. The toleration of 
religion, and the security which the reformed enjoyed, early at* 
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tracteda great number of proselytes from France and elsewhere. 
By their industry, protected by a fostering government, Geneva 
was raised to such an eminence in literature and science, that since 
the reformation there has not existed any place, which in propor- 
tion to its population has produced so many learned and illustri- 
ous men. The alliance contracted in the middle of the 1 6th cen- 
tury with Berne and Zurich secured the independence of this 
petty republic, which existed as such until 1795, when the spirit 
of revolutionary discord invaded Geneva from France. It con- 
tinued to be agitated by factions until the 15th of April, 1798, 
when a body of French troops marched in and took possession of 
the town. The liberty and privileges of Geneva expired, and she 
sunk to the subordinate station of the chief town of a remote de- 
partment of the French empire. 

All accounts agree in stating that Geneva has entirely 
changed since the year 1792. The notions which prevailed 
induced many to seek elsewhere a more quiet retreat, and the 
change in the government has had a strong effect upon the tone 
of society — a French prefect with his conscription register, and a 
commissary of police with a file of French soldiers at his heels, 
are but poor substitutes for Voltaire and Rousseau. Before that 
epoch, Gmeva, in the spirited language of a German traveller, 
united the Iffe , the activity , and the luttre of a brilliant capital, f 
the elegant decorum of a free Svria* city. 99 —- Eheu! quantum muta- 
tus ab illo. 

Three leagues from Genera, on the north side of the lake, is 
the village of Capet, and the chateau of madame de Stael. W 6 
had letters of introduction, and eagerly embraced the opportunity 
of seeing this celebrated lady. Her reception of us was such as I 
expected from her distinguished hospitality and polished man- 
ners. I believe I was never more alive to the gratification qf 
curiosity. She asked me immediately many questions relating to 
my voyage, fee. and the conversation soon became fixed on one 
subject— that of England. She has been in England twice, but 
was very young at the time of the first visit. She is well acquaint- 
ed with the people and their manners, and has seized the true 
spirit and character of the nation. She had been too much accus- 
tomed to the society of France and Italy to relish their reserved 
and austere manners, and the picture she draws of them in Corin- 
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na accords closely with her real sentiments. It is not suprift- 
ing, however, that it should be so. Her imagination, lively and 
ardent, kindles into enthusiasm in the fine climate of Italy. In 
England it is even more chilled by the national reserve than by 
the gloomy sky. She inquired particularly of the interesting to- 
pics of the day— I mentioned, among others, the subscription for 
the relief of the distressed sufferers in Portugal. “ What a superb 
nation!” she exclaimed; “ there are three things that I now ad- 
mire, — the firmness of the Pope, the conduct of the Spaniards, 
and the English. It is the character of the men which she ad- 
mires in the English. That proud and haughty independence, so 
rarely met with on the continent, has captivated her imagination, 
and I could not but mark the enthusiasm with which she repeated 

Pride in their port, defiance in their eye 

I see the lords of human-kind pass by. 

9he told us that she had completed a work on the literature of 
the Germans, and complained much of the police, which, it seems, 
has forbidden its publication. Her conversation is lively and 
sparkling, and I found nothing below the peculiar elevation which 
I had ascribed to the authoress of Corinna. There is a good por- 
trait of her in the character of Corinna, with a lyre in her hand in 
the midst of a wild and romantic piece of scenery, catching the 
moment of inspiration and chanting the hymns of an imfirovitatore. 

The chateau, which is the present residence of madame de 
Stael, belonged to her father, the celebrated Ncckar. Here he 
spent the last years of his life, beloved by all around him, and hap- 
py, no doubt, that he was beyond the reach of the revolutionary 
tempest, which posterity may perhaps think he contributed large- 
ly, though innocently, to raise. There are some circumstances 
that mark the enthusiasm which prevails in these countries in 
minds of the most exalted character. We resemble our English 
ancestors too much as yet to admit of the same indulgence in 
America. Indeed the dull uniformity of our manners and the 
austere simplicity of our religion, seem to sober and repress the 
imagination, bringing it down on certain points to one general 
level established for all. Madame Neckar was noted for many 
and singular virtues; she languished for some time under the 
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pressure of slow disease, and being passionately fond of music 
some of the best performers were frequently introduced into an 
adjoining chamber to soothe her mind by the powerful influence 
of their art. And she actually expired while they were playing 
a beautiful and plaintive air of an Italian Opera. 

Madame Neckar is said to have been one of the finest women 
of her time, and the attachment of her husband seems to have 
been of no common cast. In a wood adjoining to the house is an 
inclosed burial-ground, in which he caused a vault to be con- 
structed and lined with black marble. In the midst of the vault 
was placed a large sarcophagus of a single block of stone, in which 
was deposited the body of madame Neckar, inclosed in a leaden 
cofiin, and reposing upon aromatic herbs and flowers. To this 
place Neckar repaired every day to indulge in solitude the luxury 
of his grief, and deplore the loss of her he so much loved. Upon 
his own dead), in 1 804, his body was placed in the same tomb by 
the side of his wife, a large slab of marble set over the sarcopha- 
gus, and the vault walled up and closed. 

It is understood that madame de Stael resides at Capet in 
obedience to the commands of the French police. She talked of 
her intended voyage to America, and her situation at present is 
evidently exceedingly irksome. She inquired whether the emi- 
grations from Holland and Germany were frequent; and when I 
mentioned the causes that now totally interrupted them, 44 Ah!’* 
she exclaimed, 44 could they go, our great lord and master would 
soon be left to reign over the desert he created.” 


On my return to Geneva, after a ramble of some months 
in Switzerland, the first object was to visit madame de Stael. 
I set out alone, my friend and companion being detained by 
letters which he had found awaiting him at Geneva from his 
friends in America. I was struck upon entering the court- 
yard with the silence and tranquillity that prevailed. There 
was no appearance of activity or bustle any where; no sounds of 
music or voices from the different apartments;— the Swiss porter 
was not at his post, and when at last he appeared, eyed me with 
a suspicious glance, as if diffident whether I came for good or 
evil. The air of the apartments, and the arrangement of the fur-r 
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niture seemed too to indicate the absence of the gay and lively 
circle which filled them before. Madame de Stael was still, how- 
ever, lively and animated in her conversation, and it very soon 
turned on America. She appeared much interested on this sub- 
ject, and made the minutest inquiries with respect to the length 
and danger of the voyage. At last she said freely that she intend- 
ed to embark in the frigate Constitution which had just brought 
out the American minister, Mr. Barlow, provided she could ob- 
tain a passage in it. She spoke much of the dangers of a win- 
ter’s voyage, and her dread was to be surmounted only by the 
strong inducement she had to depart. 

Upon my return to Geneva, the mystery was explained, and 
the story related excited an indignation which all must feel, who 
respect talents or have a regard for the peculiar privileges of 
women. 

About three weeks previously the celebrated madame Rej 
camier, who is an intimate friend of madame de Stael, came from 
Paris to spend some time, as is her custom every year, at the cha- 
teau of her friend. She had not been twenty-four hours in the 
house, when a courier arrived in the night with a letter from her 
husband. Savary, tfie minister of police, like a true Frenchman, 
had waited till the lady left Paris, and then sent to her husband an 
order of police forbidding her return to Paris, and intimating that 
it was on account of her friendship for and visit to madame de 
Stael, who was personally obnoxious to the emperor. Madame 
Recamier was obliged immediately to leave the chateau, and she 
is now in some of the provincial towns where she must remain 
till her indefinite exile is revoked. 

It was said at the same time that the two Montmorencies 
were sent away from Paris. I heard afterwards a different cause 
assigned for this last; but at Geneva they were believed to pro- 
ceed from a determination on the part of the government to pu- 
nish the freedom with which madame de Stael commented on the 
person and character of the emperor, and the present order of 
things in France. The mysterious tenor of the police may be con- 
ceived from the effect produced by these circumstances in Gene- 
va. I was remonstrated with for my imprudence in visiting the 
chateau. A gentleman from Holland, whom I had several times 
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encountered in S witzerland, travelling with his family, a man of 
large property, and high standing, acknowledged, that although 
acquainted with madame de Stael, he dared not risk a visit. 1 was 
assured that several travellers, returning from their usual summer 
excursions in Switzerland, unwilling to remain without visiting 
her, and deterred by the general apprehension, had shortened their 
stay at Geneva and hastily passed on. Thus, from being the pride 
and ornament of every company, and the first object of attraction 
to ail the strangers who flock every year to the beautiful borders 
of the lake of Geneva, the authoress of Corinna finds herself sud- 
denly put under the ban of society, and almost excommunicated 
from the world. None of her friends dare to visit her, or to re- 
ceive her visits. Strangers and travellers pass on without notic- 
ing her; placemen and the officers of police take care to increase 
the general fear, and her house, once the seat of a liberal and po- 
lished hospitality, becomes at once completely deserted. ’Tis 
thus that a strong and mysterious arm strikes at once its victims: 
no notice is given of the approaching blow— no preparation allow- 
ed. The fearful hand of Belshazzar appears in the midst of the 
feast, and traces the terrible denunciation, which, alas! it requires 
no prophet to expound. The victim awakes to his fate — the seal 
is set upon him — he is marked — and no man dareth to comfort 
him.” 


FOB THE PORT FOLIO-ON THE CHARACTER OF SOCRATES. 

[The following inquiry into the character of one of the celebrated 
sages of antiquity, being intended for the eye of the tcholar, several pas- 
sages are left in w the obscurity of a learned language.”] 

To sage Philosophy next lend thine ear! 

From Heaven descended to the low-rooft house 
OfSocaATxs: see there his tenement 
Whom, well inspir’d, the oracle pronounced 
Sagest of men: from whose mouth issued forth. 

Mellifluous streams that water’d all the schools 
Of academics, old and new, with those 
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Simamed Peripatetics, and the sect 
Epicurean, and the Stoic severe.— Milton. 

Th* character of Socrates as Jt is here given by Milton, 
seems to have been that which the ancients generally entertained 
of this philosopher, as he is called. The Oracle pronounced him 
the wisest man of his age. Xenophon and Plato employed them- 
selves in recording or inventing dialogues between Socrates and 
his disciples, on metaphysics, and metaphysical as well as practi- 
cal morality. In this employment, they seem to have played 
the same part with him, that Bozzy and Piozzi have acted in re- 
gard to Dr. Johnson after his decease; and although the opinion 
of the learned be against me — though Plato, Xenophon, Aristotle, 
Cicero among the ancients, Milton, Dacier, the Abbfc Freguer, Gil- 
bert Cooper, Dr. Priestley and a host of others among the modems, 
would cry out against the heterodoxy of my opinions, I think 
that the posthumous panegyrists of the sage, like those of the 
lexicographer, have equally succeeded in making the character of 
their friend ridiculous and revolting. 

Indeed, between these two men there were many points of 
resemblance. Socrates was superstitious, so was Johnson: So- 
crates believed or pretended to believe in the existence of a de- 
mon assigned to superintend his conduct and destiny; Johnson 
insisted that his deceased mother honoured him with her posthu- 
mous notice in the tower of Pembroke College, and three times 
condescended to vociferate, for his edification, “ Sam!” John- 
son heartily despised every thing like science, and bent his atten- 
tion almost exclusively to moral and philological subjects; so did 
Socrates: Johnson seems to have been generally acknowledged as 
absolute dictator to the circle of friends at his club; and Socrates 
enjoyed a similar authority: Johnson was sensual as a gourmand, 
Socrates much worse; the physiognomist said of the features of 
Socrates that they indicated a propensity to almost every vice, 
and Socrates honestly confessed he was hot far from the truth, for 
that naturally he was so; Johnson’s panegyrists, however they may 
have admired his intellectual powers, have left us no very plea- 
sant picture of his large and coarse features, his huge, uncouth, 
uncultivated person, of his tremulous head, his dependent lip, his 
awkward manners, and the striking slovenliness of the tout ensem- 
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bie of his appearance. Such “ damned good natured friends” put 
me in mind of the Spaniard’s exclamation — “ God preserve me 
from my friends, I can preserve myself from my enemies!” 

But here the parallel ends. Johnson was a fond and faithful 
husband; a sincere, affectionate* and benevolent friend; kind and 
hospitable to ail strangers who visited him, and a motley set they 
were; rough indeed to those who came to pester him with useless 
questions, or to gratify an idle curiosity, or to display their own 
attainments; but to the modest and well informed, more than 
civil. Johnson was idle when he had nothing to do; but he laboured 
hard to supply his own wants by instructing the public, and when 
he had earned more than sufficient for himself, he liberally dis- 
pensed his occasional superfluity to those who were in want with- 
in the circle of his knowledge. Johnson’s whole life was a prac- 
tical example of the excellent morality which he inculcated upon 
others; his superstitibn injured no one, molested no one; it was 
pardonable as connected with profound and sincere sentiments of 
religion: his love for the pleasures of the table, was the indirect 
source of incalculable pleasure and valuable information to his 
friends. Of Socrates, but little of all this can be said. However, 
let us proceed to analyze the character, public and private, of 
this great professor of metaphysical morality among the ancients. 

As to his public character, we know that Soorates gradu- 
ally became a professed teacher at Athens, of such of his friends 
and the youth of that city as were willing to attend to his instruc- 
tions: he never sought pupils, but taught, it is said, without fee 
or reward: he attempted, and succeeded in his intention, to draw 
his hearers from the study of the structure and origin of the uni- 
verse, and What may be called natural science, and called their atr 
tention to the source and principles of morality, and their proper 
conduct as members of society: totam fihilosofihiam revocavit ad 
mores. Senec. Efiist. 71. In this he was very like Dr. Johnson, 
whose gross ignorance of, and inveterate bigotry on the subject of 
natural philosophy, are disgracefully left on record by himself in 
one of the papers of his Idler. 

In teaching his own opinions, Socrates does not appear to 
have generally pursued the method of regular continued dis- 
course; but he inculcated them as it should seem, by way of dia- 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



206 OK THE CHARACTER OP SOGRATES. 


logue with his pupils; a dialogue which he so managed, as to pro- 
duce the reductio ad abmrdum from the answers given by his 
^antagonist. This was not difficult for a skilful controversialist 
like himself to effect; but it was surely a most ungracious method 
of teaching, inasmuch as the person taught was made to confute 
himself by the artful management of his teacher. It seems to 
have been in all cases, rather the triumph of Socrates, than the 
triumph of truth. 

His doctrines on moderation in our desires, in abstinence from 
enervating pleasures, and from the vice to which the Greeks were 
particularly prone, are, as they are delivered by Xenophon, such 
as a prudent man, an elderly man, and a man of the world would 
naturally wish to inculcate from the impressions of past experi- 
ence: but the vice in question is no where spoken of in terms of 
reproach, but treated as one of those in which men in general 
would be liable to indulge: and in which, as we shall see, Socrates 
himself indulged without much scruple or remorse. 

Socrates seems to have had a military disposition: he volun- 
teered in the army at the battles of Potidaea, Delium, and Amphi- 
polis: he saved the life of Alcibiades, and probably of Xenophon 
by his valour, and behaved in this respect as became a citizen of 
a Grecian republic. 

In his religious character, though falsely accused of impiety 
in his practices, he may have thought with the wise, but he acted 
with the vulgar. He seems to have regarded conformity to the 
religious rites of his country, a matter of public respect and duty, 
and he paid it. 

Whether for the purpose of enhancing his own importance, 
or from some superstition really entertained and believed by him, 
he declared that his conduct was generally dictated by some 
demon or holy being, who occasionally warned him 

by means of a certain divine voice, what actions he should 
avoid, and (as the .evidence seems to warrant) what he should 
pursue. This he persisted in seriously to the time of his 
death. If this was a superstition founded on his own self-conceit 
and credulity, we can hardly regard him as a wise man; if it was 
a fiction to enhance his own character with the public, we cannot 
consider him as a good man. 
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His resolute conduct when accused shortly before his death, 
and his calm disregard of that event) certainly shows that energy 
of mind and steady courage, which we might expect from a good 
and a brave man: but it is not a case so uncommon as to call for 
any extraordinary marks of admiration. 

The best parts of his character alone would be portrayed by 
Xenophon whom he rescued, and by his disciple Plato; but these 
panegyrists have said enough to destroy the morality of his pri- 
vate character, and to expose the futility and artfulness of his 
public teaching and doctrines. 

Either by Rollin, by Cumberland, by Crawford, or by Linn, 
all these topics of vituperation have been noticed in treating of the 
character of Socrates; but I sat down to pen this sketch, for the 
sake of introducing a fair specimen of his mode of reasoning on 
one or two important subjects, that such of your readers as may 
have been led away by the common-place character which the 
panegyrists of Socrates have given of him, without examining the 
weak foundation on which his praises have been built, may have 
an opportunity of judging for themselves. I am well aware that 
we cannot dispense with the good sense and just taste of many of 
the ancient authors, but we are too often called on to pay implicit 
reverence to their grossness and absurdity. 

The metaphysics of Socrates, as we should now call them, 
led him to consider the pleasures of the body as insignificant, and 
to be renounced for the sake of the mind or soul: that all know- 
ledge obtained in our present state was no more than reminiscence 
—the recollection of the soul of what had passed in a former state 
of being: and in consequence he held the pre-existence of the soul, 
and the doctrine also of Metempsychosis. Hence Socrates is to 
he considered as the real father of these filatonums , which so be 
wildered many of the Gnostic Christians, as well as of the mysti- 
cisms in part, of Apuleius, Porphyry, lamblichus, and Plotinus, 
and which in latter days were so laboured by Dr. Henry More and 
his followers in England, on the subject of a pre-existent state. 
It is not therefore unlikely that the reveries of Socrates, may have 
had an influence in producing Glanville’s collection of witch sto- 
ries; and even Addison’s Drummer or the Haunted House, founded 
on the fears of Mr. Mompesson and his family, which is given at 
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length by Glanville. For Glanville’t notion of witchcraft was be- 
yond all doubt mainly supported by his coincidence in opinion 
with Dr. Henry More on the subject of a pre-existent state. 
If the reality of witchcraft and apparitions could have been de- 
fended, they would have been defended by the pen of Glanville, 
who reasoned with great force. 

Socrates certainly gave credit, as we shall see, to the exist- 
ence .of the soul d fiarte ante ; he was in doubt about it however, 
(as it should seem from his address to his judges) d fiarte fiost. 

In death (says he) we either lose all sense of things, or, as i# said t 

we go into some other place: and if so, it will be much better, as 

we shall be out of the power of partial judges, and appear before 

those who are impartial. # * * • Taking his leave of them, he says, 

I must now depart to die, while you continue in life: but which of 

these is better, the gods only can tell, for in my opinion no man 

can know this.” 

# 

His arguments in favour of a future state, were, 1st, that every, 
thing in nature must be followed by its contrary, as day follows 
night, vigilance, sleep, 8cc. so life must follow death. 2d, that 
we pre-existed, as to our souls, since all knowledge is only remi- 
niscence. 3d, That compound substances only can be separated and 
destroyed, such as the body is, but the mind is a simple substance. 
Yet he seems to think with the authors of the Eleusinian Myste- 
ries, that this privilege of living hereafter, belonged only to those 
who pursued a sound philosophy, who thought and reflected right- 
ly, iffoc, as he had endeavoured to do. 

This view of the Socratic tenets, will be justified by the fol- 
lowing extract from Plato’s famous dialogue entitled Phaedon. 
Simmias and Cebes are holding conversation with Socrates pre- 
vious to his death. 

Socrates . “ What must we determine, Simmias, concerning 
these things? Shall we say that to be just is any thing or nothing? 
I pray we may, says Simmias. Are- not honour and honesty 
something? Socrates. I^ow? Did you ever see them with your eyes? 
Simmias . No. Socrates. Did you ever touch them with any sense 
of your body? for I speak of every thing, of magnitude, health, 
strength, and in short of the essence of all other things, that is the 
substance which every thing has in itself: or is the true nature of 
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these to be perceived by the body? Does not that man pursue 
the purest way of investigating every thing, who endeavours to 
pursue every thing by thought , without supporting that thought 
by seeing, or bringing any other sense to the assistance of his 
meditation; and who endeavours to trace the pure essence or sub- 
stance of things, by revolving every thing over by itself in his 
ihindy with intense meditation, removed as much as possible from 
the influence of his eyes, ears, and his whole body? For this dis* 
turbs the mind, and prevents it from following truth and wisdom, 
when it is taken in community with it. * * * So long as we have 
the body, and our mind is contaminated by such an evil, we shall 
never pursue properly, what we are so desirous of obtaining, that 
is truth. But it is demonstrated to us, that if we would under- 
stand any thing with purity, we ought to separate ourselves from 
the body, and contemplate the things themselves in the mind. 
Then as appears, that will happen which we seek after; all of us 
who profess ourselves admirers of wisdom will possess it when 
we are dead, but not while we are living. Then we shall be pure 
and free from the folly of the body, and as is probable 

with others in the same situation, we shall know from ourselves 

• 

the essence of every thing. When men have pursued this true 
path of philosophy, when they are disgusted with the body, and 
wish to enjoy the soul by itself, would it not be very absurd, if 
when the time comes for them to leave the body, that they should 
be afraid and unhappy; and unwilling to go there, where, when 
they arrive, they hope to enjoy what they have wished for all their 
fives, for they loved wisdom; that is to be freed from any com- 
merce with the body? Do not many go down to the shades below 
of their own free will, for the sake of some earthly delight, for 
their wives or their children, led there by the hope of seeing and 
conversing with those whom they have loved? But a true lover 
of wisdom who has thoroughly imbibed this hope, and can never 
follow it as he ought but in the shades below, will he be displease 
ed and unhappy when dying, or will he not rather willingly go 
there? These things, O Simmias, I urge in defence of myself; that 
I should not be unhappy at leaving you, and those who govern 
here, when I am persuaded I shall neither find worse friends or 
worse governors than I have found here.” 
vol. f. d d 
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Cebea . “ What you have said is right, excepting what you 
have advanced concerning the soul; for that will obtain very little 
faith among men who fear that when the soul is separated from 
the body it will exist no more; but that on the very day a man dies, 
his soul is dissolved on its separation from the body, and in its very 
egress becomes dissipated, and vanishes like flame or fire, and 
becomes nothing ever after. Rut if it existed any where freed 
from those evils which you, Socrates, have just now spoken of, 
there would be great reason to hope that your opinions on this 
subject are true. But it requires no small force of argument to 
prove that the soul exists after the body, and possesses knowledge 
and power.” / 

Socrates . u It is an old opinion that souls when they depart 
hence, survive in the shades below; that they return here again, 
and after being dead, revive again. If it be so, that those who 
have been dead should be brought to life again, is it not a necessa- 
ry consequence that our souls should be there? Nor would they 
be revived if they were not there. And the argument would be 
strong in favour of this opinion, if it appear certainly true that the 
living become so no otherwise than from the dead. But if that be 
not the case, another reason will be required.” 

Cebea . “ By all means, nor will you on consideration find that 
the case is thus in men alone; but we may see it in animals and 
plants, and in every created thing. Is not every thing begotten by 
its contrary? For instance, what is becoming is contrary to what is 
infamous; what is just to what is unjust; and so with many other 
things. Let us consider if a contrary can be any how formed than 
from a contrary. Thus, if any thing be made bigger, it must have 
been previously less. If a thing be less, it was jnade so from be- 
ing greater. In like manner the stronger arises from the weaker, 
and the swifter from the slower. If any thing become worse, is it 
not so from being better. It is then sufficiently clear, that every 
thing is thus made, namely, that contrary produces contrary. I 
say also, that it is one thing to sleep, another to be awake; that 
watchfulness comes from sleep, and sleep from watchfulness; and 
so of life and death— does not dying seem contrary to living? Do 
they not mutually beget each other?” 0 

* This seems to have been a prevailing opinion in St. Paul’s time, who says 
that the seed sown in the ground must first die before it can live and grow. 
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Socrates. w As it appears to me, Cebes, these things are so, 
nor are we deceived in confessing them to be so: for we shall cer- 
tainly return to life; those who have been dead shall live again, 
and the souls of the dead shall survive^ and there will be a re- 
ward for the good, and a punishment for the bad. ” 

Cebes. “ This is only a consequence of what I have often 
heard you say, that all knowledge is but remembrance; the con- 
sequence is, that in some precedent time, we must have learnt 
that which we now remember. But this could not be, if the soul 
had not existed somewhere else before it lodged in this human 
shape; and therefore it must have something immortal in it.” 

Simmias . u But I wish you would recall to my memory, Ce- 
bes, what proofs you have of this, for I do not now remember 
them” 

Cebfs. u It is proved clearly by our reason. All men, if pro- 
perly questioned, find out things of themselves which they could 
not4lo, if there were not a knowledge of right reason implanted 
in them. If they are put upon a figure in geometry you will find 
they have some innate knowledge of it.” 

Socrates. “ If it be not thus made clear to you, Simmias, try 
whether on considering this view of the matter you will not be of 
our opinion. You say you can by no means believe, that to learn 
is nothing but to remember.” 

Simmias. “ I do not disbelieve it, but I am willing to learn 
what you are speaking of, namely, what it is to remember. I have 
some idea of it from what Cebes has said, but 1 wish to hear by 
what arguments you prove it.” 

Socrates. “ Thus: it is granted that if a man remembers any 
thing he must have known it before. Is it not conceded likewise, 
that when a man finds this knowledge, it is remembrance? I say for 
example, when a man by seeing, hearing, or perceiving any thing, 
by means of any of the senses, not only knows this, but imagines 
something else independent of the knowledge thus acquired, do 
we not properly say he remembers the thing, the idea whereof be 
has thus received?” 

Simmias . u What do you say?” 
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Socrates . ** I say, for example, we know a man by one sort of 
knowledge, a harp by another. Have you not known it hap* 
pen to lovers, that when they have seen the harp, garment, or any 
other thing which their beloved boy has been accustomed to use, 
that as soon as they have recollected the harp, they form in their 
minds an image of the boy to whom the harp belongs? This sure- 
ly is remembrance. In like manner when any one sees Simmias, 
he thinks of Cebes. A thousand similar instances might be quo* 
ted to prove the same thing.” 

Simmkts. “ That is true.” 

Socrates. * Is not this then remembrance? Especially when 
the things thus remembered have been long forgotten, from being 
out of sight. Does it not happen that sometimes in seeing the 
painting of a horse or a harp, it recalls the idea of a man? When we 
see the picture of Simmias, do we not call to mind Cebes? Does 
it not happen in all these cases, that recollection arises in the 
mind partly from similar and partly from dissimilar circumstances?” 

Such is a fair specimen of Socrates 1 best mode of reasoning 
upon the most important subject of human inquiry. A mode of 
reasoning so much admired, even by Cicero, that in his first Tus- 
culan disputation he exclaims, Quid tibi ergo ofiera nostra opus esti 
ffum eloquentid Plaionem sufierare fiossumus? Evolve diligenter 
ejus librum qui est de Animo, amfdius quod desideres nihil erit: 
and afterwards speaking of Plato, he says, Made virtute: ego enim 
ipse cum eodem non tnvitus erraverim , 

AddisQn makes Cato exclaim, 

Plato! thou reasonest well. 

For my part, I confess that this reasoning of Socrates, is of the 
very flimsiest texture, utterly disgraceful to common sense. And 
yet among all the sophistical dialogues of this man, which his 
friend Xenophon has handed down to us, there is hardly one of 
them, (a few common places on the subject of moderation except- 
ed) that is better, if so good as this discourse; and it would be easy 
to select passages of exquisite absurdity. 

In the public character, then, of Socrates, there is very little 
indeed to claim our admiration. He may have subjected science 
to ethics, but his ethics were of a very odd description, and built 
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upon very sandy foundations in their theory, and his practice was 
indeed no recommendation of his doctrines. 

The physiognomist said that Socrates had the face of a Satyr, 
and the conduct of this philosopher did not belie the opinion of the 
physiognomist. 

My learned readers, will easily notice in the above transla- 
tion, a passage that alludes without the slightest reprehension to a 
vice which the Greeks were particularly addicted to, and the Ro- 
mans not much less:* and from which this master of morals was 
by no means free. His quiet easy manner of mentioning the sub- 
ject in the passage already given, and a similar conversation with 
Alcibiades in Xenophon’s Memorabilia, would be almost proof 
enough; but he was so notorious on this matter that he was called 
the Silesius of Alcibiades; and Lucian speaking of that favourite 
of his, says tpurixot y+f *?, #i rtf x*t $ xMt %m§ paw 

A*AkjCj4(J>k «t trm W $vx «irri. 

The testimony of Maximus Tyrius, and Herodicus is to the 
same purpose: and so notorious was it, that Juvenal speaks of it 
proverbially. 

Frontis nulla tides. Quia enim non vious abundxt 
Tristibus obscoenis? Castigas turpia cum sis 
Inter Socraticos notissima fossa Cinaedos? 

Not content with indulging this propensity, when the Athenians 
found their population greatly diminished after one of their mad 

* Cicero in speaking of the Greeks, says Jipudeot opprobiumfuU (idols* 
cmtibut) n amotore « non habeant. See also the ode of Anacreon in which he 
recommends the painter to employ his art on the figure of Bathyllus. The 
exclamations and expressions in prose and in verse of Plato respecting Dion, 
Phsdrus, Alexis, Ajathon, and Aster, are absolutely disgusting beyond any 
thing the English language can furnish, when you consider the subjects as 
well as the expressions. See also an oration of Eschines in reply to Demos- 
thenes. It is much the fashion among the amateurs of ancient literature and 
ancient art, to extol the Greeks as the first people in all the qualities of mind 
that ever lived. For my own part, 1 hardly know the nation recorded in his- 
tory, whose dipositions, manners, customs, and conduct, were more detestable, 
alluding particularly to the Athenians, who were the most panegyrized among 
them. As to the Romans} it is only necessary to refer to Virgil’s Eclogues, to 
his episode of Niaus and Euryalus, to the accusations of Cato against Caesar, 
and the serious recommendation of Juvenal himself. Nonne putaa melius, 
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wars, they gave permission to husbands to marry two wives. So- 
crates was not slow in taking advantage of the license, and in ad- 
dition to Xantippe he married Myrta. Is it any wonder that his first 
and early wife should be disgusted with such a husband, and loudly 
complain of such conduct? Vet it does not appear that Xantippe 
was false to his bed, as he was habitually to hers. 

The intimate friends and companions of Socrates, Alcibiades, 
Critias, Eschines, Simon, Cleonymus, and Theorus, were all men 
notorious for unprincipled ambition and debauchery. 

Aspasia, no doubt a handsome and accomplished woman, was 
the most noted woman prostitute of Greece: she was also the mis- 
tress of a public brothel: her house was a favourite place of resort 
to Socrates. But not Aspasia alone attracted this teacher of mo- 
rality; Xenophon has preserved a very curious flirtation dialogue 
between Theodosia, another lady of easy virtue, and Socrates; 
wherein it appears that if there was no further intercourse be- 
tween them, it was not the fault of either. It is remarkable that 
the price asked by the lady, was that Socrates should enable her 
by instruction and otherwise to draw custom to her house. Xenop. 
Mem. Lib. 3. ch. 11. 

Such is, the great master of morality among the Greeks, 
whom the youth of modem days are called to admire. X. 


BIOGRAPHY. 

EXTRACTS FROM “ THE LIFE OF THE LATE LORD KEEPER 
GUILFORD.” 

His lordship was originally designed for the profession of the 
law; and accordingly, after two or three years spent at the univer- 
sity, removed to the Middle Temple, into a moiety of a petit cham- 
ber, which his father bought for him. He was admitted in the 

year , when old Chaloner Chute was treasurer. It Eras he 

that some time officiated as speaker to the pseudo- house of com- 
mons, and had married the lady Dacres, his lordship’s aunt, and 
so was in the place of an uncle. This Mr. Chute was a man of 
great wit and stately carriage of* himself. I shall mention hero 
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what I have been credibly told as one instance of his loftiness, 
even while he practised in chancery. It was in short but this. If 
he bad a fancy not to have the fatigue of business, but to pass his 
time in pleasure after his own humour, he would say to his clerk, 
tell the fieofilc I will not practice this term ; and was as good as his 
words and then no one durst come near him with business. But 
when his clerks signified he would take business, he was in the 
same advanced post at the bar, fully redintegrated as before, and 
his practice nothing shrunk by the discontinuance. I guess that 
no eminent chancery practiser ever did or will do the like. And 
it shows a transcendant genius, superior to the slavery of a gainful 
profession. But, to proceed. When sir Dudly North , his lord- 
ship’s father, carried him to his brother-in-law, then treasurer of 
the Middle Temple, to be admitted, he treated hard with him about 
the fine of admission, which is in the treasurer’s power to tax; and 
he may use any one well if he pleaseth. Mr. Treasurer asked sir 
Dudley what he was willing to give; and (the common fine being 
five pounds) he answered, three pounds ten shillings: which being 
done, he called for the young man’s hat, and swept it all in, and 
gave it him; and marking the admission mV, or nothing, let this, 
said he, be a beginning of your getting money here; where his 
lordship made good the omen. 

How sedulously he applied himself to the study of the law, I 
need not allege; his performances in the course of his profession, 
to say nothing of his preferments (though sometimes perhaps ow- 
ing to good fortune) demonstrate he was not wanting in that appli- 
cation. But it was singular and remarkable in him that, together 
with the study of the law, which i$ thought ordinarily 1 6 devour 
the whole studious time of a young gentleman, and, at best, is but 
an unpolite study, he continued to pursue his inquiries into all in- 
genious arts, history, humanity and languages. Whereby he be- 
came, not only a good lawyer, but, a good historian, politician, 
mathematician, natural philosopher, and, I must add, musician in 
perfection. I have heard him say, that if he had not enabled him- 
self by these studies, and particularly his practice of music upon 
his base or lyra viol (which he used to touch, lute fashion, upon 
his knees) to divert himself alone, he had never been a lawyer. 
His mind was so airy and volatile, he could not have kept hie 
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chamber, if he must needs be there staked down purely to the 
drudgery of the law, whether in study or practice: and yet upon 
such a leaden proposition, so painful to brisk spirits, all the* suc- 
cess of the profession, regularly pursued, depends. And, without 
acquiring a capacity of making a solitary life agreeable* let no man 
pretend to success in the law. I have heard his lordship often 
remember a lesson the citizens used to their apprentices, keep 
your sho/i , and your shop will keep. you y as being no less true of a 
lawyer with respect to his chamber. But he was far from being 
a recluse; and, as he loved conversation, so, at fit times, he was 
abroad with agreeable company, at entertainments, such as the 
Inns of court gentlemen ordinarily use. 

He used constantly the commons in the hall at noons and 
nights, and fell into the way of putting cases (as they call it) which 
much improved him; and he was very good at it, being of a ready 
apprehension, a nice distinguisher, and prompt speaker. He 
used to say, that no man could be a good lawyer that was not a 
put-case. Reading goes off with some cloud, but discourse 
makes all notions limpid and just; for, in speaking, a man is his 
own auditor, (if he had no others at hand,) to correct himself. 
Besides, there are diversities of opinions, and contensions in rea- 
soning, which excite thoughts that otherwise never would have 
risen. And mistakes, almost incredible to the mistaker, being 
observed, cause a recurrence, for surety, to the authorities, where 
an inspection convinceth, and withal corrects the faulty assurance 
some will have in a mere memory. 

It was his lordship’s practice to common-place as he read. He 
had no bad memory, but was diffident, and would not trust it He 
acquired a very small but legible hand; for where contracting is 
the main business, it is not well to write as the fashion now is, un- 
cial or semi-uncial letters, to look like pigs’ ribs. 

Serjeant Maynard, the best old book-lawyer of his time, used 
to say that the law was are bablitiva; which humoursomely enough 
declares the advantage that discoursing brings to the students of 
the law. 

He had such a relish of the old lease books, that he carried 
one in his coach to divert his time in travel and said he chose it 
before any comedy. 
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I do not know that his lordship had read over, in course, all 
the year books; but I verily believe he had despatched the great* 
est part, and that he began with the book termed Henry VII* 
which hath some years in the antecedent reigns. That book he 
used to say was the most useful, or rather necessary, for a student 
to take early into his hand, and go through with, because he had 
observed much of the common law, which had fluctuated before, 
received a settlement in that time; and from thence, as from a co- 
pious fountain, it hath been derived, through other authors, to us, 
and now is in the state of common erudition, or maxims of the 
law. He thought a lawyer could not be well grounded without 
knowledge of these ancient reports: for they were compiled by 
men solemnly authorized, and not as now, when every ordinary 
pracdser (to say nothing of the late judges, and even their reports 
have been most taken when they were practisers) published his 
reports as he pleaseth; and the bookseller procuring an imprima* 
tur, there is no more to be said. And thus the shelves are loaded 
with reports; all which to read, much more to common-place, is 
not only labour, but hardly possible to be done. And how erro- 
neous and contradictory, not only to other books, and even In tht 
. same cases, but also to themselves, in many instances are most of 
them? And what student or lawyer ever pretended (ingenuously) 
to know what was in them all? Or what question can happen 
that may not be very plausibly argued pro and con out of them? 
Or what arguers, on either side, can now want a case in point (as 
they value themselves) to conclude with? 

Thus it is become almost necessary to make a pandect of 
law, by establishing the authority of single points that are clear, 
Suppressing all the rest; and thereby purge out' all inconsistent 
ties, contradictions, and dubitations; which being once done, the 
law learning may have more credit, and not be called soft wax. 
But, to return to the year books. It is obvious what deference 
ought to be had to them, more than to the modem reports; for, 
passing by the very short and material rendering the sense of the 
pleaders and of the court, it must be observed, that the whole 
eause, as well the special pleadings as the debates of the law there- 
upon, was transacted orally at the bar, and the prothonotaries, ex 
offici c/, afterwards made up the records in Latin. And the court 
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often condescended to discourse with the serjeants about the dis- 
cretion of their pleas, and the consequences, with respect to their 
clients. And the court did all they could to prevent errors and 
oversights. And reason good; for else their records must go up 
to the king's bench to he canvassed for error, which they did not 
desire should be. And, these transactions, faithfully reported, was 
anciently a code of the common law, which the courts deferred 
very much to, and the practisers had by heart. But, now, the 
pleadings are all dilated in paper, and so pass the offices, and the 
court knows nothing of much the greater part of the business that 
passeth through it: and when causes, which they call real, come 
on, and require counting, and pleading at the bar, it is done fo t 
form, and unintelligibly; and, whatever the serjeant mumbles, it is 
the paper book that is the text: and the court as little meddles 
with, as minds, what is done of that sort at the bar; but the ques- 
tions that arise, are considered upon paper book. All the rest 
of the business of the court is wrangling about process and amend 4 
ments, whereof the latter had been mostly prevented, if the court 
(as formerly) had considered the first acts of the cause at the bsr, 
when offered by the serjeants. And this way also, the skill of 
pleading lies not in a student’s notice, for him to gather up to- . 
gether with the law part 6f the case; but he must read over records 
and entries, a discipline that would split a brisk gentleman, by 
making a jade of his patience. And really forms are better 
understood and learned by writing than by reading; for that exer- 
cise allows time: which consideration hath made clerkship so re- 
commendable to beginners, that most enter the profession of the 
law that way. It was not moroseness, but reason, that inclined his 
lordship to deal so much as he did with the year books; and how- 
ever, at present, that sort of reading is obsolete and despised, 1 
guess there will not be found a truly learned, judicious, common 
lawyer, without it. 

( To be continued .) 


THE LAY PREACHER.— FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

" I will awake early.” 

In the writings of the son of Alpheus, who, from the hum- 
ble employment of receiving the customs in Capernaum, was 
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44 bidden” to a seat at the table of his Lord, we read of a certain 
man — ■“ an householder, which went out early in the morning to 
hire labourers into his vineyard.” I wish to excite the atten- 
tion of my young readers to the fact which is announced in the 
very threshold of this narrative, that this wary husbandman, 
* went out early in the morning .” It was not sufficient for him 
that he awoke early: if he had remained on his couch his business 
would have been neglected, and he might have fallen a prey, like 
David, to the machinations of the devil; — while he was enjoying 
a little more sleep and a little more slumber. He was aware 6f 
the danger of wasting his time in fruitless colloquies with the 
siren that waylays the footsteps of industry. He was, no doubt, 
not insensible to the seductions of indolence, but he also knew the 
value of time. He did not close his shutters and tell the sun how 
hateful were his beams: but he arose at the first summons, and 
“ went out early” to the market place, in search of labourers. 
If he had allowed his bed to detain him until the eleventh hour, 
as is the custom of some, it is probable that he would not long 
have been master of a vineyard. He might have dozed away a 
life of sloth and obscurity. He never would have been selected 
as the subject of a parable, unless it had been to illustrate the 
pernicious consequences of inactivity and indulgence. 

He who. habitually turns a deaf ear to the matin cry of the 
cock, and will not arise, like the associate of Johnson, to brush the 
healthful dews of morn, must expect briars and thorns to come 
up, where he had been too lazy to dig or to prune. In vain may 
he expect to press sweet grapes from his vineyards, and welcome 
the sons of mirth with goblets of delicious wine. In fond antici- 
pation he may erect castles in the air, and look forward with ea- 
gerness to the nights, the nodes ctnaque , when the harp and the 
viol, the tabret, the pipe and the wine shall be in his feasts. But 
his hopes will be mocked by acidity and bitterness: verily, his 
clusters will be sour grapes. Though his vineyard be on the most 
fruitful hill, and well fenced, and the stones gathered out of it; and 
eventif it be planted with the choicest vines, yet when the nipping 
blasts of winter arrive, he shall find his fairest prospects blighted, 
if he have not arisen “ early in the morning,” when the vernal 
season offered her richest treasures to lure him from the lap o 
indulgence. 
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Proceeding with our narrative, we find that the householder 
Was not disappointed in his expectations. At the market place 
he found ^ number of labourers, with whom he agreed for a pen*' 
ny a day, and they immediately entered into his vineyard to earn 
their hire. It does not appear that they were watched by the eye 
of the master, or stimulated to exertion by the stripes of an over- 
seer. The parties had 44 agreed,” and in those days, it would seem 
that each was willing to fulfil his stipulations. For we find the 
householder leaving his labourers, and strolling into the market 
place again, at divers times; at the third, the sixth, the ninth, and 
even as late as the eleventh hours. At each of these visits, he 
finds other labourers, whom he accosts, in the important interro- 
gation, 44 why stand ye here all the day idle?" He is answered 
with what was probably a very good reason. No man, they say, 
had hired them. But if these lazy Judeans had been up and stir* 
ring like their more industrious fellows, they might have found 
employment and food and wages at an earlier hour. The even of 
the day was coming on,' and they had earned nothing to sa* 
tisfy the cravings of appetite, nor had they provided a place where 
to repose their heedless heads. Fortunately however, for them*, 
the inquiry was not the result of idle curiosity, nor was it the rude 
remonstrance of an unfeeling parish officer. From the lateness 
of the hour and the foresight by which the householder is distin- 
guished, it is not probable that he wanted more men in his fields. 
But he knew what mischiefs arise from idleness, and his humanity 
appealed to him in behalf of these improvident vintagers. He sent 
them also into his vineyard to dress his vines, and promised to re- 
ward their toil, like a liberal and an honest man, with what was 
« right.” 

So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto 
his stewart, call the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning 
from the last to the first. And when they came who were hired 
at the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny. But 
when the first came, they supposed that they should have received 
more; but they likewise received every man a penny. Then they 
ipurmured against the good man qf the house , on account of this 
'adjustment of claims, so different in their merits. But he silenced 
the clamours of these querulous vintagers, by reminding them of 
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“ the bond,” and by insisting on his right to do what he would 
with his own. 

If we were to take the story as it stands, without regard to 
the important doctrine which is intended to be conveyed, we should 
be inclined to unite with the industrious labourers, who had borne 
“the heat and burthen of the day.” We should protest against 
that despotic spirit which is too often exercised by the pampered 
hand of opulence on the sons of indigence. We should indeed 
complain, that the idler who had come in at the eleventh hour, 
should have received likewise his penny. But let none of my readers 
be deceived by this metaphorical liquidation of accounts. They 
will not find many householders who are willing to requite with 
the same measure the exertions of an hour, and the toils of a day. 
Simple as is this tale, there is deep matter shadowed forth in it. 
But “ I am no legate from the skies,” and should proceed with 
“ stammering lips,” if I were to presume to unfold the sacred lesr- 
son which this parable is intended to convey. 

In the ordinary transactions of life, it will be found that those 
who have been in the habit of standing idle until the eleventh 
hour, never make more than feeble and desultory efforts. Their 
knowledge, like that of the unfortunate Savage, becomes useless, 
their wit ridiculous, and their genius contemptible. Method and 
order refuse to regulate their concerns. Prudence withholds her 
salutary lessons, and Friendship herself is compelled to pass by* 
like the Levite, on the other side of the way. In the language of 
Holy Writ, they wander up and down and envy the clear unruffled 
brow of the industrious and the temperate. Like the younger 
Littleton, they have the resolution to make good resolutions, buf 
they can go no further. The voice of ambition loses its wonted 
powers: in vain does fame point to those of whom report 
speaks golden things; and they are even willing at last to be- 
lieve, with the shepherd in Virgil, that love dwells only among 
the rocks. 

Such is the dominion, and so powerful is the influence of idle- 
ness. Therefore, my young brethren, let us all remember how 
frequently and how fervently we are exhorted in the sacred wri- 
tings to the most unwearied diligence, and the useful employment 
of every hour. The hand of the diligent maketh rich, says the 
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royal preacher; and it is related of one of his officers, that when 
Solomon saw he was industriou * , he made him a ruler. The per- 
son who was thus distinguished by the discernment of his king, 
and rioted in the munificence of royal regard, was called Jeroboam, 
and he is signalized in sacred story as a mighty man of valour. 
But it was not the force and dexterity with which hetthrew the spear 
that attracted the favour of his sovereign: he was enrolled in the 
legion of honour and decorated with the order of merit, because^ 
\n the simple phrase of the Hebrew idiom, he did t vork. 


BIBLICAL CRITICISM. — FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

Mr. Oldschool, 

To introduce a reader into the midst of a discourse, or argu- 
ment, is but to appeal to his credulity; unless he has already pos- 
sessed a knowledge of the subject, and is prepared for the conclu- 
sion. This paper is to be devoted to a conjecture upon the probable 
interpretation of a part of the eighth chapter of the Epistle to the 
Rotnans. The things there affirmed will be no more credible to 
those of your readers, who have never examined the authority of 
the book, from which they are to be derived, than the idle stories 
which you lately told and ridiculed concerning ghosts. The re- 
surrection of dead bodies, which we imagine was the subject treat- 
ed of, from the nineteenth verse to the twenty-third, is perhaps 
capable of proof but in two ways, either by matter of fact, or the 
word of the Deity himself. We cautiously use the word /ierhafis f 
because chymists, physiologists, and physicians now vie with each 
other in their numerous lectures on animal life; and from their 
boasted, but sparingly proved, success in resuscitating cold-blood- 
ed animals, they seem to entertain the hope of discovering some 
gas, not yet denominated the original breath of life , which shall- 
stimulate the dead carcass to the exercise of vital functions. 

The writer of the letter to the Romans, goes upon the sup- 
position, that his readers had heard, weighed, and believed the 
evidence of the resurrection of Christ, a conviction rarely deemed 
important to the modem readers of his writings. Building upon 
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the hypothesis of the possibility of raising the dead, he aims to 
eonvince them, that after their persecutions, their bodies, which 
have suffered, shall be raised also to like honour. 

This appears from his expressions M revealed in us;” (ver. 
18)— w delivered from the bondage of corruption ;** (ver. 21) and 
<* the redemption of the body” ver. 23. It is also deducible from 
the word, which our translators have rendered creature hi ver. 19, 
3P, 21, and creation in ver. 22. Krjr/g is sometimes used to ex* 
press the human Yace y but imports that which is created; and so* 
even more fitly expresses the animal nature of man, than his whole 
person. The term translated earnest expectation , radically de- 
noting the reaching up of the head , well represents the eagerness 
of sensitive nature after higher gratifications. 

As the division into verses rests upon no authority, and is 
sometimes an obstruction to the clear discovery of the sense, we 
may, as many have done, take the words in hope out of verse 20. 
and place them in that which follows, and consider the residue of 
ver. 20. as a parenthesis, which may be omitted, being merely in- 
cidental, and exegetical. 

The word in which follows in hope , does not always denote 
that the reason of that, which has been asserted, is immediately to 
follow; it is used also as an introduction to something explanatory, 
or declarative. Thus it is twice rendered by the conjunction that 
in ch. x. ver. 9 — M the word of faith, which we preach, that if thou 
shalt confess,” &c — “ and shalt believe in thy heart, that God 
hath raised,” &c. In like manner it may be rendered in this pas- 
sage, in hope 9 that , &c. 

Upon these principles the passage may be thus understood: 

Ver. 19. For the earnest expectation of the creature , the 
coveting, but disappointed appetite of the animal nature in man, 
which has never found a happiness in cloying gratifications, com- 
mensurate with its desires, waiteth , looks in anxious expectation, 
for the manifestation (f the sons of God, for more happy circum- 
stances, when it shall be raised incorruptible, and immortal, a 
joint-heir (ver. 17.) in glory with Christ. 

21. It waiteth in what may be denominated by analogy to 
mental action, a hope that the creature itself that the animal 
•r corporeal part of the saint, also 9 as well as the soul, which is 
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more immediately the subject of renovating grace, shall be de- 
livered from the bondage of corruption , from its subjugation to 
sense 9 and from the chains of death, into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God> into the possession of the liberties, and privileges 
of that state, which awaits the redeemed in glory. 

20. For this argument receives additional weight from the 
circumstance, that the creature was made subject to vanity , not 
willingly; that this vain, and illusory pursuit of happiness from 
sensible objects, did not spring from the culpable desire of the 
animal appetite for prohibited food, but from that pride of know- 
ledge, which was peculiar to the mind; so that the animal part of 
man, being a constituent of his whole person, who represented 
the human race, was abandoned to the vain pursuit of happiness 
from sense, by reason of him , who hath subjected it; by the guilt 
of that man, who thus ruined the stock; or by the righteous judg- 
ment of the Creator, who had suspended human happiness upon 
the condition of the allegiance of the parental head. 

22. The redemption of the body receives also additional 
probability from our bodily sufferings; for we y who have been en- 
lightened by evangelical instruction, know , by reflecting on our 
past, as well as our present experience, and by observations made 
on others, that the whole creation , the whole of animal nature in 
the unrenewed of all nations, and ages, groaneth together , is sub- 
jected, without exception, to natural evils; and travaileth in pain 
together until now; instead of the happiness expected from gratifi- 
cation, the appetite is cloyed, or rendered insatiable; and disap- 
pointment, and sensations the most acutely painful, succeed. 

23. And not only do the mortal bodies of the unrenewed of 
all nations, and ages, thus suffer natural, from the introduction 
of moral evil, both for its prevention and punishment; but our- 
selves alsOy who have the first fruits of the spirit , who by spiritual 
regeneration, an earnest, or pledge of future glory, are enabled to 
believe, know, love, and rejoice in revealed truth, even we our- 
selves , who enjoy important consolations, which are not known to 
others, do nevertheless groan within ourselves , sigh over miseries 
arising from bodily pains, remaining sensuality, and disappointed 
expectations; and are waiting for the adoption , not that, which was 
before spoken of in ver. 16 . whereby we arc received* even ig 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



SHAKSPEARE*S SONGS. 


VS 

this life, into the number of the spiritual seed, and made heirs of 
covenant blessings; but for the redemfltion of our body , the total 
and final emancipation of our animal part from all subjugation to 
sensual appetites, and for a deliverance from all miseries incident 
to our bodily state by reason of sin, and from death; when these 
bodies, after they shall have sunk dishonourably, for guilt, into the 
silent and loathsome grave, shall be raised, spiritual, incorruptible, 
and immortal. W. 


FOR THE PORT FOLIO. — REVIEW OF LITERATURE. 

And do you think there are any who are influenced by this? 

Oh lod! yes, sir;— ‘the number qf those, who undergo the fatigue of judging 
for themselves, is very small indeed. 'Sheui dan's Critic. 

Shakspe Ana's Dramatic Songs, consistihg of all the songs, duets* 
tnos, and choruses, in character, as introduced by him in his various dramas* 
The whole accompanied with a general introduction of the subject, and ex- 
planatory remarks on each play. By William Linley, esq. 

The general object and design of the present work will be 
approved by every genuine admirer of the beauties of Shakspeare. 
Long since, we felt, that an embodied collection of the various 
charming compositions, applied by our best masters to the dra- 
matic ly ricks of “ Nature’s sweetest child,” wa9 a desideratum 
in music, and that the appearance of such a work would prove as 
acceptable to the public, as the task of its formation would be 
gratifying and honourable to the compiler. 

Mr. L. in his ingenious and well studied introduction, ob- 
serves, that “ the public is not in possession of any regular series 
of the characteristic songs in his (Shakspeare’s) plays; and al- 
though these songs, as they occur, may originally have been sung 
either to tunes composed expressly for the occasion, or adapted 
to the popular airs of the day; yet it would be in vain to search 
for them, so as to be certain of their authenticity; and if the la- 
bour of search were even to be crowned with success, the music 
would be received merely as a curiosity; it could not, in the pre- 

vol. i. f f 
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sent day, be so shaped as to be rendered palatable to a refined ear.” 
These reasons, offered in defence of not going back any further 
than the time of Purcell, in search of the musical illustrations of 
Shakspeare are solid; for the melodies of even Blow, the master 
of the British Orpheus, are too quaint and crude to gratify the 
ears of modem amateurs; and would, to our delicate and exalted 
taste, ill amalgamate with that tender sweetness and premature 
polish of the bard of Avon, that will ever bo fresh, ever modern, 
ever wear the dewy beauty of the morning; because nature, that 
is ever young, inspired both his thoughts and his expressions, and 
left nothing to advancing art. 44 How sweet the moonlight sleeps 
upon that bank,” might have been written yesterday, did a genius 
exist adequate to the exquisite conception. 

The music now under review, appertains to the following 
plays: The Tempest, The Two Gentlemen of Verona, Twelfth 
Night, Measure for Measure, Much Ado about Nothing, A Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream, Love’s Labour Lost, and The Mer- 
chant of Venice. Of the explanatory remarks and introduction 
to the speech or dialogue, leading to each song, duet, 8cc. &c. we 
entirely approve. They animate the statue before us, give reality 
to the subject, application to the melodies, and to the personages 
44 a local habitation and a name.” All the original compositions 
of this work are from the pen of the editor; and if he has not uni- 
formly displayed a beauty of conception and mastery of construc- 
tion, perfectly consonant with the high excellencies of “ Come 
unto these yellow sands;” by Purcell ; — “ No more Dams;” by 
Mr. John Smith; — 44 When that I was,” by Fielding;— 44 Where the 
Bee sucks;” by Dr. Arne;— 44 Hand in Hand;” by Dr. Cooke; — 
44 While you do snoring lie;” by Mr. Thomas Linley; and, 44 Ye 
spotted snakes;” by Mr. R. I. S. Stevens; his efforts make, at 
least, a respectable approach to the merits he has imitated, and by 
no means disgrace the illustrious assemblage. 

In the accompaniments which form a distinct and important 
part of the present undertaking, Mr. Linley has evinced his ade- 
quacy to a very delicate and arduous task. They are for the 
most part chaste, judicious, and characteristic. Nothing assum- 
ing, nothing predominating, obtrudes itself upon the ear, to the 
obscuration and injury of the original matter; if the original com- 
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poser was but accessory to the impression aimed at by the author f 
Mr. L. is subservient to the meaning of the composer. In a word, 
we trace a modest study to preserve that subordination, and keep 
that respectful distance which reflects honour upon the judgment 4 
of the accompanicst, when administering at the altar of exalted 
and original genius. Monthly Mag. 

Memorial of the Citizens of New York in favour of a Canal Navigation between 
the great Western Lakes and the tide-waters of the Hudson. New York, 
1816. Pamphlet of 18 pages, 8vo. 

This memorial is said to hare been drawn up by Mr. De 
Witt Clinton. It is worth notice on account of its author, the 
subject, and the manner in which it is treated. 

Mr. Clinton is usually considered as a prominent political 
character; as one whom the violent adherents of each of our great 
political parties think very little of; but whom the moderate of 
both parties seem to regard with no common estimation. If Mr. 
Clinton be indeed a party man, we may venture to prophecy he 
will never be a very formidable one. A politician who wastes his 
time and employs his pen in raising up benevolent institutions, in 
combating public prejudices, in establishing societies for the pro- 
motion of science, and in bringing before the public, schemes of 
internal improvement, — such a man may be a very good and me- 
ritorious citizen, but he will never succeed as a politician. For 
this purpose he must institute and frequent assemblies of a very 
different character; and instead of navigating the quiet, unpretend- 
ing, but useful canal— which diffuses intercourse, comfort, plenty, 
and wealth through every part of the country which it intersects, he 
must delight in braving the storms, and riding upon the waves of 
the tempestuous sea of liberty! where real utility is sure to bm 
overwhelmed, and the rudder is ever managed by promise and 
pretension. 

Mr. Clinton begins by general views of the advantages of 
canal navigation: 

The improvement of the meant of intercourse between different parts of 
the tame country, hat always been considered the first duty and the most noble 
employment of government. If it be important that the inhabitants of the tame 
country lhould be bound together by a community of interests, and a reeiproca- 
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tkm of benefits; that agriculture should find a sale for its productions; manufac- 
tures a Tent for their fabrics; and commerce a market for its commodities; it b 
your incumbent duty, to open, facilitate, and improve internal navigation. The 
pre-eminent advantages of canals have been established by the unerring test of 
experience. They unite cheapness, celerity, certainty, and safety, in the trans- 
portation of commodities. It is calculated that the expense of transporting on a 
canal, amounts to one cent a ton per mile, or one dollar a ton for one hundred 
miles; virile the usual cost by land conveyance, is oue dollar and sixty cents per 
hundred weight, or thirty -two dollars a ton for the same distance. The celerity 
and certainty of this mode of transportation are evident. A loaded boat can be 
towed by one or two horses at the rate of thirty miles a day. Hence, the seller 
or buyer can calculate with sufficient precision on his sales or purchases, the pe- 
riod of their arrival, the amount of their avails, and the extent of their value. A 
vessel on a canal is independent of winds, tides, and currents, and is not exposed 
to the delays attending conveyances by land: and with regard to safety, there can 
be no competition. The injuries to which commodities are exposed when trans- 
ported by land, and the dangers to which they are liable when conveyed by na- 
tural waters, are rarely experienced on canals. In the latter way, comparatively 
Speaking, no waste is incurred, no risk is encountered, and no insurance is re- 
quired. Hence, it follows, that canals operate upon the general interests of so- 
ciety, in the same way that machines for saving labonr do in manufactures; they 
enable the farmer, the raeclianic, and the merchant, to convey their commodi- 
ties to market, and to receive a return at least thirty times cheaper than by 
roads. As to all the purposes of beneficial communication, they diminish the 
distance between plaoes, and therefore encourage the cultivation of the most ex- 
- tensive and remote parts of the country. They create new sources of internal 
trade, and augment the old channels, for the more cheap the transportation, the 
more expanded will be its operation, and the greater the mass of the products 
of the country for sale, the greater will be the commercial exchange of return- 
ing merchandise, and the greater the encouragement to manufacturers, by the 
increased economy and comfort of living, together with the cheapness and abun- 
dance of raw materials; and canals are consequently advantageous to towns and 
villages, by destroying the monopoly of the adjacent country, and advantageous 
to the whole country; for though some rival commodities maybe introduced into 
the old markets, yet many new markets will be opened by increasing population, 
enlarging old and erecting new towns, augmenting individual and aggregate 
wealth, and extending foreign commerce. 

The prosperity of ancient Egypt, and China, may in a great degree be attri- 
buted to their inland navigation. With little foreign commerce, the former of 
those countries, by these means attained, and the latter possesses, a population 
and opulence in proportion to their extent, unequalled in any other. And Eng- 
land and Holland, the most commercial nations of modern times, deprived of 
their canals, would lose the most prolific sources of their prosperity and great- 
rifess. Inland navigation is in fact to the same community what exterior naviga- 
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tkra U to the great family of mankind. As the ooean connects the nations of 
the earth, by the ties of commerce, and the benefits of communication, so do 
lakes, rivers, and canals operate upon the inhabitants of the same country: and 
it has been well observed, that “ were we to make the supposition of two states, 
the one hating all its cities, towns, and tillages, upon navigable rivers and canals, 
and having an easy communication with each other; the other possessing the 
common conveyance of land carriage, and supposing both states to be equal as 
to soil, climate, and industry; commodities and manufactures in the former state 
might be furnished thirty per cent cheaper than in the latter; or in other words, 
the first state would be a third richer and more affluent than the other." These 
genera] arguments in favour of inland navigation, apply with peculiar force to 
the United States. 

A geographical view of the country will at once demonstrate the unexamr 
pled prosperity that will arise from our cultivating the advantages which Nature 
has dispensed with so liberal a hand. A great chain of mountains passes through 
the United States, and divides them into eastern and western America. In va- 
rious places, rivers break through those mountains, and are finally discharged in- 
to the ocean. To the west, there is a collection of inland lakes, exceeding, in 
its aggregate extent, some of the most celebrated seas of the old world. Atlanw 
tic America, on account of the priority of its settlement, its vicinity to the ocean, 
and its favourable position for commerce, has many advantages. The western 
country, however, has a decided superiority in the fertility of its soil, the benig- 
nity of its climate, and the extent of its territory. To connect these great sec- 
tions by inland navigation, to unite our Mediterranean seas with the ocean, Is 
evidently an object of the first importance to the general prosperity. 

The passage thus extracted, applies not to New York state 
in particular, but in its views and principles to every state in the 
union, and to the federal government in particular: a government 
which, by whomsoever guided, seems hitherto to have devoted the 
whole of its time and exertions to the purposes of party, and to 
the utter exclusion of every plan of public improvement. An in- 
land navigation may be made almost from Maine to Georgia; by 
which an internal intercourse of incalculable benefit could be 
maintained in time of war, that might set the naval superiority of 
•ur foes at defiance; and yet not a step is moved toward this most 
important object! Even the trilling canal between the Chesapeake 
and the Delaware — so easily, so cheaply to be accomplished — a 
Canal so desirable to the states of Pennsylvania and Maryland — a 
canal that promises such manifest utility in time of wai^-which 
might be made at less than the expense which the nation is put to 
by the vexatious time-consumers of a' single congress, — has been 
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proposed and urged year after year, with no other effect than to 
weary the patriot as well as the politician. In good truth, these 
things make a real friend to his country sick at heart, when he 
sees the government uniformly swayed by this stamp of politicians; 
who, whether federal or anti-federal, cannot look with pleasure for 
1 an instant at any but party prospects. We need not go to China 
for examples of national benefit derived from a canal system; we 
may find authorities better known, and less equivocal. Why 
travel further than the states of Holland, and the empire of Great 
Britain? — the most considerate, and the wisest, of the civilized 
nations; at least so far as relates to prosperity derived from inter- 
nal improvement! We are glad enough to admire the bold, per- 
severing, successful politics of the British cabinet — we importf 
we purchase, we praise, we imitate, even the very trash of Eng- 
lish literature, in exclusion to our own: her statesmen, her philo- 
sophers, her historians, her moralists, her poets, are the constant 
themes of our panegyric, and the exclusive objects of our imita- 
tion. Yet are the vast internal improvements of that wonderful 
country, which have raised her to this proud pre-eminence among 
nations, to us, almost unnoticed as though they were unknown! 

The memorial proceeds to point out the importance of the 
Hudson river, with which the proposed canal would be connected, 
to the old settled parts of the state of New York. The author next ad- 
verts to the pretensions of the cities of Montreal and New Orleans, 
the only rivals of New York, in this great object of securing the 
western trade; and his statements demonstrate that this canal 
would put all competition at defiance. Admitting that they should 
not be able to monopolize this immense trade, there is no manner 
of doubt, but that the city of New York would “ engross more 
than sufficient to render her the greatest commercial city in the 
world. The whole line of canal will exhibit boats loaded with 
flour, pork, beef, pot and pearl ashes, flaxseed, wheat, barley, 
corn, hemp, wool, flax, iron, lead, copper, salt, gypsum, coal, tar, 
fur, peltry, ginseng, bees-wax, cheese, butter, lard, staves, lum- 
ber, and the other valuable productions of our country; and also, 
with merchandise from all parts of the world. Great manufac- 
turing establishments will spring up; agriculture will establish its 
granaries, and commerce its warehouses in all directions. Vil- 
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lages, towns, and cities will line the banks of the canal, and the 
shores of the Hudson from Erie to New York. 4 The wilderness 
and the solitary place will become glad, and the desert will re- 
joice and blossom as the rose.’ ” 

The author replies most conclusively to the objections 
against the practicability of cutting the canal, and enters into mi- 
nute calculations, in order to show that the means of the state are 
amply sufficient. These it would be impossible to abridge, and 
we cannot copy the whole. We have barely room for one more 
extract, which we accompany with our cordial wishes for the suc- 
cess of an honourable enterprise. 

It may be confidently asserted, that this canal, as to the extent of its route, 
as to the countries which it connects, and as to the consequences which it will 
produce, is without a parallel in the history of mankind- The union of the Bal- 
tic and the Enxine; of the lied Sea and the Mediterranean; of the Euxine and 
the Caspian, and of the Mediterranean and the Atlantic, has been projected or 
executed by the chiefs of powerful monarchies; and the splendour of the design, 
has always attracted the admiration of the world. It remains for a free state to 
oreate a new era in history, and to erect a work more stupendous, more magni- 
ficent, and more beneficial than has hitherto been achieved by the human race. 
Character is as important to nations as to individuals, and the glory of a republic, 
founded on the promotion of the general good, is the common property of all its 
citizens. 

It is not commonly known, indeed we have not heard or seen 
it remarked, that the first impulse given to canal navigation, was 
in that very singular novel, the Fool of Quality: a novel which for 
strangeness of character and incident, ranks with the memoirs of 
John Buncle, junior; being more entertaining also, though less 
learned. The Fool of Quality, which contains some of the best 
models of character and manners of the higher circles of society, 
elegantly and faithfully portrayed — which contains a panegyrical 
exposition of the English constitution, much neater and better than 
De Lolme’s — which has allegorized some of the plays of children 
pn principles of civil liberty with a neatness and skill seldom seen 
in novel writers— which contains the fullest, the fairest, the most 
faithful delineation of religious mysticism, including that of Whit- 
field and Wesley, as well as of Kempis, Bourignon, and Guion*— 
contains also a recommendation of canal navigation, which was 
unique at the time it was penned. 
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The first practical canal-maker on a large scale in England, 
was the duke of Bridgewater: who, with the aid of excellent su- 
perintendants, such as Brindley, and John Gilbert, of Worsley, 
may be considered as the greatest benefactor to his country of 
that time: not even forgetting that Watt, Bolton, Wedgewood, 
and Arkwright were his cotemporaries. Since that period, the 
system has been pursued in England with an activity and perse- 
verance worthy of the bbject. The system of canals in that 
country, has directly or indirectly accelerated every internal im- 
provement, and encouraged and aided every manufacture without 
one exception. It has promoted the introduction, throughout the 
whole kingdom, of labour-saving machinery, by reducing the 
price of carriage of heavy articles, and bringing home, coals to the 
door of the manufacturer. So much has this canal system, by 
promoting machinery, enabled the government to fill its armies 
and navies, and to pay also its soldiers and its sailors, that it may 
be safely averred, if the duke of Bridgewater had never lived, 
lord Wellington would never have gained the battle of Waterloo. 

Addition to Wood’s continuation of Dr. Goldsmith’s History of England: con- 
taining a summary of events from the peace of Amiens to that of Ghent* By 
a member of the “ Massachusetts Historical Society.” Boston: Cheater Steb- 
bina, 1815. 

It may be affirmed of political writing generally, and o£ that 
species in particular which we denominate history, that its chance 
of immortality or oblivion is very much proportioned to its re- 
straint or indulgence of the spirit of party. Those venomous or 
violent attacks on men or measures which attain extensive popu- 
larity among contemporaries, agitated by the same passions^ and 
united by the same interests, have yet been doomed, by the just re- 
tribution of impartial posterity, to the long forgetfulness which they 
merit. A writer of history would do well to anticipate such an 
award— to devest himself, as far as possible, of local partiality or 
prejudice; to endeavour at viewing passing events as he would 
probably view them were he to return to earth a century after; 
and thus discipline himself to dwell little on matters of temporary 
interest, but principally on those which are general and perma- 
nent. The political writings of Bolinghroke, though the leader of a 
party, are indebted for their continuance in value to their exhibit- 
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ing principles of continual application. The mysterious author 
of the Letters of Junius also, has rested his claims to literary ion* 
gevity solely on merits, that will survive the Vulgar eclat excited 
by the audacity of his letter to the king, or the personality of his 
attack on the first peer of the realm. We pity, therefore, not less 
than we condemn the party* historian, since the crime contains its 
own punishment; and we desire, though we despair, for politics, like 
a late divine for theology, a perfectly unbiassed writer. Dr. Camp* 
bell has conceded, that, could an ingenuous infidel be found, he would 
prove the fittest translator of scripture, since he would be free alike 
from all the systems that have been raised on it. Nearly equally 
a desideratum in political literature is a work which should be 
scrupulously faithful in its narration of events, without admitting 
any mixture of prejudice in its speculations on their causes or 
effects. Some honourable exceptions, however, might be men* 
tkraed— among them the biography of Fox v by Mr. Walpole, half 
been cited with encomium as holding the balance between the 
parties in opposition with so steady a hand as to leave it doubt- 
ful to which side the writer inclined. A very different character 
is exhibited by the author of the article that has given rise to 
these reflections; yet had he been an Englishman, its defects 
might have passed without animadversion, and something been 
pardoned to the spirit of patriotism. But being an American, as 
an American, must his sins of omission and commission be judg- 
ed; and of the « Summary, by a member of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society,” we believe those of different political interest? 
have, for the honour of our country, but one opinion, and that, 
disapprobation. Did we graduate the collective talents of the 
society by the individual scale here offered, we should not be with- 
out our apprehensions; but we recollect the meritorious labours 
of Belknap and of Minot, and rest on some living worthies who 
are fully capable of redeeming its reputation. 

A disposition to elevate the British and to depreciate the 
American administration, both equally unnecessary and indeca* 
rous, with a proneness to exaggerate, if possible, even French 
enormities, are the general characteristics of the article; and we 
have rarely met so much narrowness of view and disingenuousness 
of detail. The phrase “ unnatural war” as applied to our recent 
von. * p g 


Digitized by 


Google 


*34 ADDITION TO WOOD’S CONTINUATION 


Contest with Great Britain, though well enough adapted for a 
catch-word in gazette declamation, from which it is borrowed, is 
altogether indefensible in the mouth of a rhetorician. If it ever 
had any applicability, it was at the period when, as colonists, we 
raised our arm against the mother country; at present, it is too ab- 
surd to merit refutation. War with England is now not more a unna- 
tural” than any other war, nor more abhorrent to the feelings than 
Is all war, with any country. With equal if not greater propriety, 
might the present auspicious peace of England with France be cal- 
led u unnatural,” since it is between those who have been prover- 
bially designated as natural ene/hies. A similar adoption of cant 
phraseology occurs in relating the insurrection in Ireland, which 
we find denominated a “ horrid plot.” For ourselves, we confess 
we see nothing horrid in this plot but the tragical fate of its abet- 
tors. The effort the Irish made was unsuccessful, and is stigma- 
tized as rebellion; had it succeeded, it would have been celebrated 
as revolution. But whatever an Englishman might express on the 
occasion, it ill becomes us, so recently signalized by a struggle for 
independence similar in all but the result, to censure the Iiish for 
being restless under a yoke, which neither we nor our fathers were 
able to bear. Their lot indeed is even harder — inasmuch as the 
slavery of mind is more humbling than even our chains of colonial 
dependence. Our religious freedom — that boon for which our 
ancestors chiefly migrated— was not withheld from us. With the 
Irish, on the contrary — but we will spare ourselves the painful and 
needless task of detailing oppressions which every one knows, and 
can only express our fervent hope that the great cause of the 
general liberties and security of Europe, on which so much is said, 
and we hope so much is felt, may prosper in this particular part 
of it; that the British charity, which extends so far abroad, may 
end, if it does not begin at home; that the truly Catholic cause 
which has employed the lives and exhausted the labours of such 
men as Curran and Grattan, and Burke, may be crowned with 
final, though late success; and Ireland yet become proverbial for 
Its freedom, as it has long been for its bravery and eloquence! We 
have indulged ourselves in dilating on these sentiments, as well 
from the peculiar gracelessness of any dissent from them on the 
part of an American, as because the writer of the Spmmary seems 
to think the « conscientious scruple” of his majesty respecting 
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the coronation-oath) entitled to commendation rather than con- 
tempt. His majesty should have paused) as did his illustrious 
predecessor, William 3d, in those memorable words — a I take no 
oath that obliges me to be a persecutor”— at a time, too, when 
more was to be apprehended from the excesses of religious tole- 
ration, than at the present enlightened era. The writer cengratu- 
lates the world-— and we cordially concur with him-— on the recent 
abolition of the slave-trade in England; but has he not heard that 
similar conscientious “ scruples” may have retarded the African 
as weh as Catholic emancipation? I thas been publicly asserted 
in one of the respectable literary journals of Great Britain, that 
the continuance of this traffic so long, against so many and strenu- 
ous exertions, was greatly owing to the countenance it “ noto* 
rioualy” received from the royal family. 

In regard to the dismissal of the English minister, Mr. Jackson, 
a subject which our author has discussed pretty freely, it has long 
ceased to excite the interest which it required, originally, from ex- 
isting circumstances. We shall therefore content ourselves with 
observing only, that if that gentleman ever did indulge in those 
strictures on, the American government which this writer imputes 
to him, we believe, if tried by a jury of his peers, all diplomatic men 
would agree that such strictures, if not good ground for his dismiss- 
al from office, were at least good proof of his unfitness for it. No 
man should be intrusted with the delicate commission of conciliat- 
ing the differences between two nations, who has not sufficient of 
common prudence or common courtesy, to refrain from calumni- 
ating the host who entertains him. 

A like deficiency in patriotism, not so easily excused, and 
implicating the fidelity of the historian, not less than the good feel- 
ing of the citizen, occurs in the mention of our victory under com- 
modore Perry. We find it stated merely, that in the current year, 
« the American $ had the ascendancy on Lake Erie .” Such is the 
frigid brevity, the more remarkable as contrasted with his usual 
manner; such, it would appear, the studied terms, in which this 
writer has seen fit to notice this important and interesting action. 
The future reader of this Summary, if any such arise, who should 
he be unfortunate enough to have no other source of information* 
would remain entirely ignorant of the details of the battle; whfe 
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ther the forces engaged were equal, and if not, which the supe- 
rior; what were the names of the commanders; whether the vic- 
tory was disgraced by inhumanity, or the reverse; and if he be a 
European, who judges of our lakes only from comparing them 
with his own pigmy streams, -he will probably be tempted to set 
down the u ascendancy on Lake Erie” as a mere piece of pond- 
fighting, totally unworthy the notice of the historian. From the 
profession of which the presumed author is a member, we should 
have imputed his reserve in this instance to a professional disgust, 
~a revolting of principle,— at the minutia of naval warfarfe, and 
the details of human destruction. But we find him recovering his 
fluency of narration when the subject is lord Nelson, for a com- 
mander, and the victory is that of Trafalgar. We have here the 
number of vessels opposed — their relative weight of metal — the 
titles of their leaders — the sinking, the slaughter; in short, all the 
particulars that an amateur could desire. We cannot compliment 
the historian on his taste in selecting subjects for eulogy; forjtfrith 
all possible respect for the past naval renown of his lordship, we 
must think— national predilection apart — that our own modest and . 
blameless hero, sans fieur y sans refirochc y presents on the whole, a 
character quite as suitable for the panegyric of a Christian and a 
clergyman. 

After the Lake Erie account, we are the less surprised at the 
misstatement respecting the disorders at York, which are, most 
ignorantly or most perversely, imputed to the Americans.* 

Among the omissions, we noticed a total silence in regard to 
the late general Miranda, or the connexion said to have been 
formed by the English cabinet, with the designs of that extraordi- 
nary and ill-fated adventurer. 

The excesses of the French at Hamburgh and St Domingo 
are stated with deserved reprobation; but our “ Griffith” rioes not 
prove himself « an honest chronicler,” while those of the British 
escape notice or animadversion. In the former, who from “ men 
of honour and cavaliers,” have sunk into a nation of banditti, bred 
from infancy in the license of a camp, and headed by a leader as 
lawless as themselves,— we expect atrocity as so natural a codsc- 

* The author of the ** Summary” has stnee acknowledged anil apologized 

for this mistake- 
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quence, that at least our horror is not exaggerated by surprise. 
Not so with the bombardment of Copenhagen, which we think sus- 
ceptible of a deeper and darker colouring than that which is given 
by the flattering pencil of our author; and the memorable sack of 
San Sebastian, under the very eye of the British commanders, has 
left a stain on the brilliant escutcheons of Wellington and Gra- 
ham as indelible as the ravages in the Palatinate on that of Tu- 
renne. 

We should have preferred the encomium on general Hamil- 
ton to have been more free from allusion to any peculiarities 
in his private conduct. Such investigation might be essential to 
the business of biography; but for the purposes of history it is 
sufficient that, as a public man, general Hamilton was an honour 
to his country, and one whom his country should delight to ho- 
nour. The parallel between him and Mr. Pitt appears to us by 
no means felicitous, since their characters seem rather subjects 
for contrast than comparison. This is not the place to inquire 
into th^ merits of the late Premier; whether be were indeed the 
transcendent statesman, as some have considered him, or whether 
only entitled to the emphatic character given by no inferior or 
incurious observer, of being only “ the sublimity of mediocrity 
But we think it inadequate to the merits of our countryman to 
liken him with one, however eloquent as a speaker, who was un- 
known as a writer; who is therefore dependent for present fame 
on the recollection of cotemporarics, and can be known to poste- 
rity only by tradition, as one among the eminent ministers of Eng- 
land. Hamilton, on the contrary, is to be ranked rather with Bo? 
hngbroke and Burke, men who scorned to bound their fame by the 
same poor limits that circumscribe life, and who have discharged 
that duty to themselves which Prior considered incumbent on all 
distinguished men— that of leaving some memorial under their 
own hand, as a testimony to succeeding ages that they deserved 
the regard of their own. Mr. Pitt seems to have been formed on 
lord Chesterfield’s recipe for a statesman, with little feeling and 
no passions. General Hamilton was gifted with a large por- 
tion of both; and this ardour of temperament in the view of justice 

• Mr. Burke. 
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itself, will palliate the errors which it might not pardon. Whaterer 
warmth Mr. Pitt possessed was concentrated in politics, and 
while his opponent, Fox, with all his vices, was characterized as 
a man formed to be loved, he had zealous partisans, but few per- 
sonal friends. General Hamilton, on the other hand, received 
and reciprocated the liveliest regards of his associates, and in 
this, as in many other respects, he resembles rather the illustrious 
Chatham, than his more common-place and cold-hearted descend- 
ant. Between that descendant and our Hamilton the chief co- 
incidence, after all, is, that both were duellists; but the American 
was misled by a rash and romantic excess of patriotism, since as 
a soldier he believed his future usefulness would be jeopardiz- 
ed unless conformed with public prejudice in this particular; 
and at least he was not guilty of the gratuitous impiety of viola- 
ting two commandments at once.* 

Perhaps the characters of Mr. Pitt and the late Mr. Windham 
possessed more attributes in common than any other two of their 
cotemporaries. Both were nearly abstracted from the charities 
of private, and alike devoted to public life— both celebrated for 
senatorial eloquence — both of Spartan integrity. Both consecrated 
their lives to their country, nor in their deaths were they much 
divided. If the existence of Mr. Pitt was probably endangered by 
efforts for his country, Mr. Windham destroyed his by exertions 
for his friend, f equally strenuous, and equally fatal. 

We have before noticed a looseness of phraseolegy in this 
writer. His account of Mr. Percival’s assassin designates that 
miserable man as a “ desperate wretch, whose guilt admitted not 
a circumstance of palliation.” In the opinion of legal men on this 
side the Atlantic, who have perused that trial, it exhibited strong 
evidence of insanity; that his desperation was the desperation of 
derangement— of a mind that misfortune had maddened; and 
which, in our own milder administration of justice, would have 

9 This circumstance has been cuttingly alluded to by Gilbert Wakefield, 
where be speaks of Mr. Wilberforce at striving 

" To paint 

His Sabbath duelitt, a vital saint!” 

j* In rescuing from destruction, by fire, the library of the honourable IWV 
M North . 
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been consigned to a hospital rather than a gibbet A writer of 
their own nation suggested, we remember, at the time when pub- 
lic charity was deservedly 4 at the flood,' toward the widow and 
children of Mr. Percival, that something should also be granted to 
the widow and children of Bellingham, in a situation equally des- 
titute, and far more deplorable. In the one, all was lost but ho - 
nourj in the latter desolation was deepened by infamy. A cir- 
cumstance nearly as tragical has been related to us as occurring 
in the early part of the present reign, in the person of an officer, 
who, having been long in service without compensation, and after 
vainly endeavouring to have his grievances reach the ear of ma- 
jesty through the medium of clerk, secretary, and minister, suc- 
ceeded at last in the daring attempt of stopping the carriage of the 
king. He presented his petition, and instantly shot himself. The pe- 
tition stated his claims, his ruin, and recommended his family to 
the royal consideration. Such instances we presume are rare, or 
they would augur 44 something rotten in the state of Denmark/' 

One of the most curious and interesting among the minor 
particulars recorded in this Summary, is the condemnation of the 
Rev. Mr. Stone before the bishop of London. A trial /or heresy , 
in the nineteenth century, has all the attraction of novelty, and 
must excite, in the mind of every reader, reflections and specula- 
tions which we will not anticipate. 

We have now finished our remarks. Should they be deem- 
ed severe, be it recollected that the article which excites them 
is more deserving of censure, as it appears to come from one high 
in authority, and hence may constitute a pernicious precedent; 
and its intrinsic sins against impartiality are aggravated by the 
tame chosen for its publication. To attempt a revival of deceased 
party spirit, at a period when all petty divisions are absorbed in 
one general sentiment of peace on earth, and good will to men, 
is a design against the peace of society. We may add that it is, 
also, a perversion of powers that may be, as they have been, em- 
ployed to belter purposes: since there are sufficient previous spe- 
cimens extant, to demonstrate that the present is, both in matter 
and manner, a deviation from the wonted good feeling and good 
taste of its author. As such, we wish no ill thing for him, any 
mare than for the public, in wishing it may speedily bo forgotten; 
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—a result which its writer may prophecy with more prospect of 
fts fulfilment than did a late foreign professor with equal modesty 
and htimour, of the altercations between himself and opponent— 
u Mr. Travis and I may address our letters to posterity, but they 
will never be delivered according to the direction”* 

It has fared with patriots and historians as with the monarchs 
of old, the Ptolemies of the east, and Caesars of the west, to have 
their titles and station continued in the person of successors the 
least like themselves. Essays the most rancorously republican, 
have been followed by the signature of Clarendon; and the 
names of Brutus or Sydney have appeared as advocates for the di- 
vine right of kings. In like manner, our most illustrious historians 
have been doomed to the hands of continuators, who possessed scarce 
a quality of mind or style, in common with those whose mantle they 
thus presumptuously assume. The nameless beauties and inar- 
tificial arrangement of Mr. Hume’s volumes have had their nar- 
rative prolonged by Dr. Bissct, than whom, however learned or 
ingenious, not any could be selected whose turgid and elaborate 
declamation was more completely contrasted with his predeces- 
sor; while the careless bon hommie of Dr. Goldsmith is followed 
by the dull prosing of Mr. Wood. 

We envy great writers— but, they are more subjects of pity! 
At least a salutary enforcement of the precept against coveting 
our neighbours* literary goods, may be furnished from the reflec- 
tion, that, however precious in the hands of the original proprie- 
tor, they are destined to pass like vulgar commodities to ignoble 
descendants, till the wisdom that is better than rubies, becomes 
confounded with the perishable dust of the earth. 

Openly as we have avowed that the present narrator has not 
satisfactorily executed his undertaking, it is as frankly conceded 
that we know no one who could. The times on which we have 
fallen have produced events so mighty, so multifarious, so rapid, 
so passing precedent and confounding prophecy— that they de- 
mand an historian unparalleled like themselves. Perhaps he is 
yet unborn, who is destined to record them with a portion of 
their own originality. In the coming age, some new Tacitus may 

* See professor Por son’s letter to fcrehdeacon Trans. 
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arise, equally profound and philosophic, but with views more ex- 
tensive, as exercised upon a wider field of vision To such an 
one would we consign the task — a task indeed — of tracing the 
causes of division, the growth of revolution, the grasp of despot- 
ism; the dismemberment of states; the overthrow of empires; the 
extinction of old dynasties, with the erection of new ones; the con- 
flagration of capitols; the march and massacre of legions in 

short, the rise and progress, the decline and fall of that evil ge- 
nius, who has more than realized in politics the hyperbolical de- 
sire of ^Archimedes in mechanics, and discovered means whereby 
to move the world. 

LIVE or HENRY THE GREAT, BY MAD. DE GENLIS, PARIS, 1815. 

In composing this work, the author has consulted the best 
sources, such as the labours of cotemporary writers, Matthieu> 
d'Aubigne, and the immortal Sully; and she has likewise avail- 
ed herself liberally of the talents of subsequent writers, such as 
Perefixe, de Bury, the author of the Spirit of the League, 8cc. 
Mad. de G. has displayed in this work, those talents which dis- 
tinguish all her former writings, perspicuity, elegance, and the 
art of exciting interest in her narrative: but we should wish to 
see more of the plainness of biography, and the reality of history. 
She has traced with great justness and force the character of the 
duke of Guise: but her crayon of Catharine de Medicis is not en- 
titled to the same praise. We do not coincide in the judgment 
which she pronounces upon Coligni; and there is something like 
contradiction in the remark, which concludes the account of hia 
infamous assassination: we may remember, says the author, his 
grand qualities, his valour, his military renown and the austerity of 
his virtues, but impartial history cannot assign to him a station 
among great men. Is it because he carried arms against his 
prince? But did he not expiate this error by his devotion, for the 
remainder of his life, to the person of Charles IX? Cond6 served 
against France, for a time, but no one has ever disputed his title. 
May we not accuse her of partiality, in lavishing this title upon 
the constable de Montmorency, who, in her opinion, possessed no 
talents, but in the administration of the finances, and who, accord- 
ing to her, was almost always beaten, although a good general? 
vox~ i.. h h 
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She betrays the same fault, when instead of describing the cardi- 
nal de Lorraine, as the source of incessant troubles in France, she 
contents herself with the cold remark, that he combined much 
genius with vast knowledge. Even the delineation of her chief 
character is liable to this objection. None of the historians of this 
prince, nor the memoirs of that day deny that with the most emi- 
nent qualities he united great weaknesses. This may be seen par- 
ticularly in the memoirs of Sully, his devoted minister, ardent ad- 
mirer, and faithful friend. We behold him there carried away by 
a passion for play, a fondness for the chase, and above all, by a de- 
votion to the sex. Of the two first of these qualities we do not 
see the slightest trace in this portrait, and mad. de G. passes 
very lightly over the last. In Sully we find that he frequently 
lost large sums of money at play, for which this rigid minister 
would not provide the means of payment until he had read a se- 
vere lecture to the royal gamester. 

We also learn from the memoirs, that his minister frequent- 
ly remonstrated with the monarch, without avail, on his fondness 
for the chase. His ardour frequently exposed him to danger, by 
separating him from his attendants, and thus favouring the designs 
of the numerous enemies which the fanaticism of the times inces- 
santly excited. To tliis passion, a writer of that day attributes 
the severity of his system of criminal jurisprudence, which he 
calls a code qf blood . 

Why is she so silent on the subject of his unbounded passion 
for the sex, which no other writer has dissembled? We learn 
from this work that besides many mistresses, not declared, he had 
three who acquired an entire ascendancy over him, and obtained, 
for their illegitimate issue, the highest honours. He who has read 
the life of Henry in any other biography, will immediately remem- 
ber the names of the countess de Moret, Gabrielle d*Estr6es, and 
the marchioness de Verneuil. The insolent caprices of the last 
embittered his latter days; and yet such was her power, that she 
not only procured a pardon for herself, but also for her brother, 
d’Entrennes — her accomplice in a design to destroy the life of 
the princely lover. At the same time, he was inexorable to an- 
other brother, the marshal de Biion, his companion in arms, who 
had assisted so zealously in regaining his kingdom, and who bad 
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even saved his life. It is but justice, however, to mad. de Genlis, 
to say, that she censures this excessive severity in suitable terms. 
But she says no more of his ridiculous passion, which, at an ad- 
vanced age, was excited by the charms of the young Montmo- 
renci; although it occasioned the voluntary expatriation of her 
husband, the prince de Conde. After all these concealments^, 
our author is enabled to compose a panegyrical peroration in which 
the character of her hero is bedizened with all the flowers of rhe- 
toric. If she had not obscured the spots which somewhat tarnish 
the glories of this brilliant sun, mad. de G. might have softened 
the asperity of censure without offence to truth: she would have 
been permitted to contend that the losses of the monarch at play 
were not so considerable at to embarrass the economical opera- 
tions of the minister: that his fondness of the chase never seduced 
him from the councils of the state, and that with all his fondness 

•f the fair, he was a good husband and an exemplary parent. 

-* * 

An Essay on the History of Nature. By Messrs. Gavotty and Toulazan. Paris. 

S vols. 8vo. 

In the excellent introduction prefixed to this work, the authors 
observe that the first writers who devoted their attention to physi- 
cal objects, described them according to the sensations excited by 
the objects themselves, and therefore their descriptions were just 
and natural: but, these objects being seen in an isolated state, and, 
as it were accidentally, the mind was left in the dark with respect 
to their relations and analogies: when they wished to ascend to 
causes, they put qualities before things, and thus great inconveni- 
ence was the result. The moderns, looking only to the defects 
in the plan of the ancients, endeavoured to remedy them by crea- 
ting artificial remedies, which being always in opposition to the 
objects, show no more than a systematical view. Those who 
pretend that beings cannot be described but by the means of clas- 
sification, endeavour to generalize the artificial methods; others 
disdain all method, and compose their history in a brilliant and 
episodical manner. 

These two styles are remarkable in Buflon and Linnaeus, be- 
tween whom our authors make the following parallel: 
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Buffon employs, with great skill, all the resources of genius, and draws 
the colours of his pencil from Nature herself: always in unison with his subject, 
he imparts motion and life to every thing, and connects the links of that im- 
mense chain, which his genius embraces in the past, the present, and the future. 
Linnseus employs nothing but the burin, and engraves, with difficulty, some lines 
from which the rest are to be conjectured: disdainiog the richness of colouring, 
he neglects those touches of the pencil, those rays of light, those masseaof shade, 
which excite astonishment in the delineations of his rival; and he prefers the in- 
vention of a new language, when his own is unable to convey his conceptions, or 
does not express them with adequate energy. The former, when the whole 
universe is spread before him, enlarges, at will, the circle of his ideas, and gene- 
ralizes them in proportion to the phenomena under contemplation: the latter, 
concentrating the strength of his mind, and always contracting it, turns upon 
himself, and seizes upon the slightest details, the insignificance of which should 
secure them from notice. In short, both seem to have assisted at the creation 
of nature: but the one, a sublime painter, embraced the whole work in one 
thought; while the other, an exact examiner, seized upon each object as it came 
from the hands of the Creator. 

Some few writers have endeavoured to imitate Buffon; but 
instead of his noble and elevated ideas, they have given us the 
exaggerated and the gigantic: for his polished periods and the 
rapid glances of a genius, which knows how to govern itself as it 
rises, they have substituted the flights of disordered imagination, 
and in a profusion of words, they demonstrate their sterility and 
their ignorance. A far greater number of naturalists are the 
declared disciples of Linnaeus, because it is a much easiertask to 
make a nomenclature than to write with eloquence* 

Our authors have discovered that the whole system of human 
knowledge is not confined to some well known principles, and that 
the' natural sciences, in particular, have been defined inaccurate* 
ly, and require some general theory. Among the historians of 
nature, they have perceived, on the one side, a defect in order and 
plan, destructive to the harmony of the parts, and on the other a 
systematical classification of the objects, by which they are placed 
in false lights. Intending to arrange all the materials of this 
work, in suck a manner that the several parts may explain each 
other, our authors find it necessary to the discovery of this order, 
to ascertain, with precision, the theory and method of the natural 
sciences. They have therefore divided their introduction into two 
parts: in the first, by analyzing the characters of the differdnt 
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branches of human knowledge, they fix the extent and limits of 
the science of nature: in the second, they indicate the faults of 
some artificial classifications, and prescribe the plan which ought 
to be pursued in a history of nature. 

* * 

Histone de l’Arabassade dans le grande Daobe de Varsorie en 1812. Par 
M. de Pradt; archereque de M alines, alors ambaasadeor k Varsorie, einquieme 
edition, k Paris 1815. 

This is an account of the mission to Warsaw, to which court 
M. de Pradt was sent by Buonaparte, in the year 1812. It will 
be remembered that he failed in his object. The present publi- 
cation details the causes and reasons of this failure, and M. dc 
Pradt’s justification of his own conduct. This, however, occu- 
pies by no nieans the larger part of the book, of which the mani- 
fest objects are, to set forth the importance of de Pradt, and 
to detail such traits of character of Buonaparte, as may be best 
. calculated to gratify the wishes and humours of the “ powert that 
be.” M. de Pradt well deserves a conspicuous place in the cata- 
logue “ des Gironettes.” 

Like all other very conspicuous characters, destined to occu- 
py a distinguished portion of the future page of history, Buona- 
parte has been considered during his successes, as the most able 
statesman and skilful warrior that the world has known. But 
now when his power has passed away, it is the fashion to treat 
this extraordinary man as a coward and an ideot: not merely as 
a person intoxicated with the most unexampled prosperity that 
ever fell to the lot of man, but as an u imbecil” from habitual 
restlessness, and a “ bavard” by constitution: he is said to have been 
marked from his early youth by more than French vanity, more 
than female loquacity, and a degree of presumption approaching 
to lunacy: his talents, we are told, were only founded on a mor- 
bid activity both of body and mind — they shone not with a stea- 
dy blaze, but flashed upon the world like the glare of lightning 
by fits and starts; and it is affirmed by many th^t he owed far 
more to the accidental assistance of unbounded good fortune, than 
to any thing bearing the resemblance of good conduct. No one who 
aspires to the character of honesty can praise the morality of the 
man who planned the invasion of Spain: nor can we applaud the 
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judgment which led the emperor of the French to the fields of 
Russia: or the fortitude of one who has contrasted in his conduct, 
such habitual carelessness for the lives of others, with such selfish- 
ness in preserving his own. 

But to deny talents of the highest order, both as a statesman and 
a general to a man who, for a series of twenty years, invariably beat 
the generals and the best armies of his time: — who has acquir- 
ed and overturned at pleasure, thrones, principalities and pow- 
ers, combined in array against him — who exalted the French cha- 
racter in every way most gratifying to the French nation, to a 
proud superiority for so many years, over their rival nations — 
whose successes have not been equivocal and ephemeral, but as- 
tonishing both in succession and in magnitude — that such a man 
should be treated as little better than a frivolous and loquacious 
ideot, equally destitute of judgment and of courage — proves only, 
that the authors of such opinions, are firmly persuaded that cre- 
dulity will keep even pace with hardihood of assertion. 

After a well written preface, M. de Pradt opens his account 
with the following most extraordinary passage, which none but a 
Frenchman could have written, or could have expected that the 
public would believe on his own insulated authority. 

M The emperor was observed on a particular occasion, when 
he did not expect to be overheard, awakening, as it were, from a 
deep reverie and uttering this memorable exclamation; ‘ but one 
man out of the way y I should be master of the world!* Who could 
this man be, who partaking, in some sort, of the attributes of 
deity, could say to the torrent, thus far but no farther! — where 
were the arms, the treasures, the means of this man, that might 
enable him to arrest the progress of the ruler of France, and the 
disturber of Europe: who, upon the wreck of thrones, of nations, 
and of laws — one foot in blood, the other upon ruins— glanced his 
views to the utmost limits of the world, and in his insatiable thirst' 
for power, had scarcely room to breathe within the compass of 
the universe itself?” 

“ This man, was myself.” 

M. de Pradt informs us that he wrote his account in the year 
1814, but it was not published until after the battle of Waterloo. 
We have heard that it was read in part by M. de Pradt himself, in 
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m company, where, among other person? who were engaged in 
prostrating the power of Buonaparte, was lord Wellington. At 
the conclusion of the above paragraph, all eyes were directed to- 
ward that nobleman, as exhibiting in his own person the man, who 
had arrested the career of the tyrant, and prevented his becoming 
what he aimed at, “ the master of the world.” What must have 
been the astonishment of the assembly, when M. de Pradt, gently 
bowing his head with an air of well-a9sumed humility, and press- 
ing his book and his hand upon his breast, repeated in a subdued 
tone, after a short pause, 

w Get homme c'etait moi!” 

Such is the picture of the author, drawn by his own pencil, 
at the very outset of his performance. It is not the intention of this 
brief notice of the archbishop’s book, to enter into a detail of the 
want of means in the commencement, and the deficiency of re- 
sources in the progress of his mission. The degraded picture 
which he gives of Poland, is conformable with the accounts given 
by other writers; and as it must be, from the nature of its govern- 
ment and constitution. Poverty, wretchedness, filth, and misery, 
are not always confined to the lower classes of the people; owing 
partly to the feudal principles of land tenure, and partly to the 
harassing events of the European war, pervading even the esta- 
blishments of the upper rank of society. 

As to the events of the embassy, M. de Pradt no doubt says 
every thing that is necesssary to make out a favourable case for 
himself, and suppresses only what would militate with that exhi- 
bition. All the prominent and public features of the account may 
be true, or bear a semblance to truth; but if it be the truth, it is 
manifestly not the whole truth. If M. de Pradt did not play his 
part well as a military ambassador, he performs passing well as 
an advocate and an author. Under these impressions, which the 
book has made upon us after perusal, we do not mean to give im- 
plicit credit to the personal character of Buonaparte, as M. de 
Pradt has portrayed it; believing that such an author, compos- 
ing with the manifest intentions that guided his pen, is by no 
means entitled to full belief from his reader. 

But some few anecdotes of Buonaparte’s conduct as given 
by de Pradt, are likely to be amusing to our readers; and there - 
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fore it is, that we have taken up the book, and have made some 
remarks upon its contents. The accusations to which M. dc 
Pradt was exposed, arose he says from the following causes: 

“ Buonaparte places his own infallibility among the most rigor- 
ous axioms of the mathematics; hence hj never takes for granted 
that a reverse in his affairs can be owing to any fault of his own. 

2dly. u To the want of that attention which the emperor should 
have given, but never did give, to what was passing around him, 
and to the want of information which the persons about him, wh# 
ought to have given it, never did give. p. 2. 

“ This requires explanation. The emperor is profoundly ig- 
norant. The very nature of his ever restless mind, habitually 
turned to speculative notions in every way, prevents him from 
receiving real information. He dreams, he talks, he signs state 
papers, he peruses nothing. His loquacity attaches itself to every 
subject, it pierces into none. It is sufficient to see him run over 
the leaves of a book or a memorial, to know what ideas he cam 
appropriate by such a rapid perusal: the leaves fly under his. fin- 
gers, his eyes glance over the page; and in a short time the un- 
fortunate composition is almost always dismissed with contempt, or 
some general formulae of disdain. i There is nothing but stupidity 
in this book; the author is an ideologist , a constituanty a jansenist .** 
This last expression, is the very acm6 of reproach. His head is 
always in the clouds, turned toward the acquisition of power: 
from this elevation, he pretends to look around the expanse with 
the eye of an eagle, and tread the surface with the stride of a 
giant. 

i( This is manifestly thf wrong way to acquire knowledge; we 
never obtain it by looking at objects in the mass. Hence the em- 
peror never was acquainted either with the men, or with the things J 
of the country whiph he governed. He pushed them to a dis- 
tance — he drew.thcm near — but he never knew them: some Jri tnsi- 
tory perceptions, some traces of discernment, some gleams of 
memory formed nearly the whole ground-work of his knowledge, 
as some pamphlets did of his library. One must have been 
often with him, and particularly have travelled with him, to form 
an idea of the gross ignorance that sometimes gave rise to the 
most laughable disdain respecting men, and the most absurd mis- 
takes concerning things. 
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“ The emperor always followed the train of his own thoughts. 
From this chase nothing could divert him — while occupied by one 
object, every other was annihilated as to him. Hence, strange 
as it may appear, every agent of government who did not directly 
cross his path, or become the necessary object of his attention, 
was perfectly independent amid this furious despotism, and might 
be mischievous with impunity, or do go >cl without observation. 

3dly. w The immensity of the objects which the emperor af- 
fected to embrace, necessarily prevented any thing like deep re- 
search — any accurate knowledge of detail. In France and with 
Napoleon, all objects were looked %t in the mass. Individuality, 
was of too little consequence to attract the notice of so superior a 
mind: every thing was carved out in the block; every thing there- 
fore was superficially attended to. Every portrait was a sketch: 
opinions were formed on the Slightest observation; a trait was 
considered as decisive of character; no time was allowed to ob- 
serve beyond this. His government was founded on favours be- 
stowed; these did not much encroach upon time. To give, to re- 
ceive; this is the affair of a moment. Unhappy the man who 
had to draw upon time — who had to offer justifications, for the 
purpose of regaining the height from which he had been precipi- 
tated! Assailed by accusation always in the form of a tempest, 
overthrown, broken, displaced, without any of those premonitory 
circumstances which are the safeguard of the unfortunate in com- 
mon situations, he stands astonished! He finds himself thrust to 
the rear of ^ crowd, 'who look on without surprise and without 
commiseration, while he who gives the blow, pursues his course 
by starts and bounds amid those whom he has elevated or de- 
pressed, as accident may have dictated; thus are you condemned 
to an existence fraught with anguish, and to seek that reparation, 
which, if you receive at all, will be the effect of accident, not of 
repentance. Unhappy the people, among whom, indifference ob- 
serves, and chance decides! 

“ Nor were the means of information open to the emperor: 
the obstacles were of his own creation. Nothing could approach 
him, save fear and flattery. He could not have worse safeguards, 
or worse instruoters. All who approached him, bent their views 
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to discover his inclinations* to translate his thoughts, and to treat 
them as the sublime!” 

Napoleon (says de Pradt in a note) could not bear the neigh- 
bourhood of talents. He had a settled design of reigning without 
advice. In fact I have heard him exclaim in a rage “ give me 
advice; — advice to me /” 

Page 53. “ At one of his levees, the emperor advancing to- 
ward the prince of Neufchatel, said with that sardonic smile so 
common to him, well! (the subject was a conversation which the 
prince of Neufchatel had had the day before with M. de compte 
de Mettemich on the proposed exchange of Gallicia for Illiria. 
Neufchatel had observed, “ he makes difficulties; he refuses.”) 
The emperor putting on that air and tone which discovers great 
mental agitation, replied, a pretty fellow , that! to pretend to play 
the diplomatist with me! After some other remarks of the same 
kind, he turned round to us with an air that no one can perfectly 
describe, and added, it is really a proof of the weakness of the Aic- 
man mind y to believe that I can be opposed with success! C’est bien 
une preuve de faiblesse de l’esprit humain, quc de croire pou- 
voir lietter contre moi! After such an exclamation, Nebuchadnez- 
zar the proud, might be regarded as a model of humility, com- 
pared with a being so besotted with self conceit.” 

There are many other anecdotes of Napoleon tending to 
illustrate the character which the author thinks fit to give of this 
extraordinary man. A man, doubtless toward the close of his 
successful career, drunk with the good fortune that had for so 
long m period of difficulty and of danger accompanied the exer- 
tions of his great talents and unexampled activity; but who cer- 
tainly could never have accomplished the mighty work, which the 
last twenty years have witnessed, without an energetic superiority 
of intellect, a talent of penetration into human affairs, and a reli- 
ance upon his own resources justified by events, which strongly 
belie the account given of him by M. de Pradt. Buonaparte, the 
scourge of nations, has at length fallen, and fallen, we sincerely 
hope, to rise no more: but he is entitled to common justice from 
those who undertake to delineate his character. As king Jerome 
is an object of some interest in this country from the disgraceful 
part he has played here, the following account may not be unac- 
ceptable to our readers. 
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44 The elocution of Jerome Buonaparte, is not qualified to 
make us patiently endure the length of his conversations. Na- 
ture has not formed that family either eloquent or graceful: they 
deal either in the profound or in the abstract, in exaggeration or 
in childish simplicity; they are never natural. As to this monarch, 
his intellect is gross, his expressions wire-drawn; he has a low- 
bred air, in his countenance and in his gestures. Quintilian would, 
never have acknowledged in him any mark of an orator. 

u This prince occupied me tediously: I never quitted him but 
with fatigue, both of my bead and of my feet. One day 1 even 
fainted when the prince Czartorinski came in. I blessed my de- 
liverer and I escaped from half dying. The creature had talked 
incessantly during four hours, walking the whole time, and drag- 
ging me after him/* 

There are many passages in this book which we should be 
glad to extract, but it may perhaps be translated, when we shall 
notice it again. 


FOll THE PORT FOLIO. 

OH THE CHARACTER OF CHARLEMAGNE. 

That Charlemagne was an hero, his exploits bear evidence. 
The subjugation of the Lombards, protected as they were by the 
Alps, by fortresses and fortified towns, by numerous armies, and 
by a great name; of the Saxons, secured by their savage reso- 
luteness, by an untameable love of freedom, by their desert plains 
and enormous forests, and by their own poverty; the humbling of 
the dukes of Bavaria, Aquitania, Bretagne 4nd Gascony, proud of 
their ancestry as well as of their ample domains; the almost en- 
tire extirpation of the Avars, so long the terror of Europe; are 
, assuredly works which demanded a courage and firmness of mind> 
such as Charles only possessed. 

How great his reputation was, and this too, beyond the limits 
of Europe, is proved by the embassies sent him out of Persia, 
Palestine, Mauritania, and even from the caliphs of Bagdad. If 
at the present day, an embassy from the Black or Caspian sea, 
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comes to a prince on the Baltic, it is net to be wondered at, since 
such are now the political relations of the four quarters of the 
world, that a blow which is given to any one of them is felt more 
or less by all the others. Whereas in the times of Charlemagne, 
the inhabitants of one of the known parts of the world, scarcely 
knew what was going on in the rest. Nothing but the extraordi- 
nary, all-piercing report of Charles’s exploits could bring this to 
pass. His greatness, which set the world in astonishment, was 
likewise, without doubt, that which begot in the pope and the 
Romans, the first idea of the re-establishment of their empire. 

It is true, that a number of things united to make Charles a 
great man — favourable circumstances of time, a nation already dis- 
ciplined to warlike habits, a long life, and the consequent acqui- 
sition of experience, such as no one possessed in his whole realm. 
Still, however, thfe principal means of his greatness Charles found 
in himself. His great mind was capable of extending its atten- 
tion to the greatest multiplicity of affairs. In the middle of Sax- 
ony he thought on Italy and Spain, and at Rome he made provi- 
sions for Saxony, Bavaria, and Pannonia. He gave audience to 
the ambassadors of the Greek and other potentates, and himself 
audited the accounts of his own farms, where every thing was 
entered even to the number of the eggs.* Busy as his mind was, 
his body was not less in one continued state of motion. Charles 
could see into every thing himself, and do every thing himself, as 

* The prostituted muse of Peter Pindar, has endeavoured to render the 
character of the present monarch of Great Britain ridiculous, by describing his 
attention to subjects of domestic economy. But he was regarded, some years ago, 
by the ablest representative that this government ever sent to a foreign court, as 
one of the most sensible men in the British dominions: and this opinion is corrobo- 
rated by that of two of the ablest modern writers, who had the honour of being 
admitted to personal interviews with his majesty. We may laugh at the absurdi- 
ties of royalty, but we ought to respect its virtues. In the midst of paeans of vie- 
tory and the grateful homage of a delivered people, our own immortal hero, 
never forgot the glebes of Mount Vernon: and it is believed that one of his suc- 
cessors could send a hogshead of tobacco, and a public despatch in the same 
vessel, to the ports of Europe. 

It is a curious fact, that general Washington and the king of Great Britain, 
should have been, at nearly the same time, corresponding with sir Arthur Young, 
on the subject of Agriculture: the latter under an assumed name. 
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far as his powers extended: and even this it was too, which gave 
to his undertakings such a force and energy. 

But with all this, the government of Charles was the govern- 
ment of a conqueror, that is, splendid abroad and fearfully op- 
pressive at home. What a grievance must it not have been for 
the people, that Charles for forty years together, dragged them 
now to the Elbe, then to the Ebro,. after this to the Po, and thence 
back again to the Elbe; and this not to check an invading enemy, 
but to make conquests which were of little profit to the French 
nation! This must prove too much at length for a hired soldier: 
how much more foiNfonscripts, who did not live only to fight, but 
who were fathers of families, citizens and proprietors! But above 
all, is it to be wondered at, that a nation like the French, should 
suffer themselves to be used as Charles used them. But the peo- 
ple no longer possessed any considerable share of influence. All 
depended on the great chieftains, who gave their willing suffrage for 
endless wars, by which they were sure always to win. They found 
the best opportunity, under such circumstances, to make them- 
selves great and mighty at the expense of the freemen resident 
within the circle of their baronial courts; and when conquests 
were made, it was far more for their advantage than that of the 
monarchy. In- the conquered provinces there was a necessity for 
dukes, vassal kings, and different high offices: all this fell to their 
share. 

I would not say this, if we did not possess incontrovertible 
original documents of those times, which prove clearly that 
Charles’s government was an unhappy oue for the people, and that 
this great man, by his actions, laboured to the direct subversion of 
his first principles. It was his first pretext to establish a greater 
equality among the members of his vast community, and to make 
all free and equal subjects under a common sovereign. From the 
necessity occasioned by continued war, the exact contrary took 
place. Nothing gives us a better notion of the interior state of 
the French monarchy, than the third capitular of the year 811. 
All is full of complaint, the bishops and earls clamouring against 
the freeholders, and these in their turn against the bishops and 
earls. In truth the freeholders had no small reason to be discon- 
tented, and to resist, as far as they dared, even the imperial levies. 
A dependant must be content to follow the lord without further 
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questioning: for he was paid for it. But a free citizen, who lived 
wholly on his own property, might reasonably object to suffer 
himself to be dragged about in all quarters of the world, at the 
fancies of his lord: especially as there was so much injustice in- 
termixed. Those who gave up their property entirely, or in part 
of their own accord, were left undisturbed at home, while those, 
who refused to do this, were forced so often into service, that at 
length, becoming impoverished, they are compelled by want, to 
give up or dispose of their free tenures to the bishops or earls. 

It almost surpasses belief to what a height, at length, the 
aversion to war rose in the French nation, fc>m the multitude of 
the campaigns and the grievances connected with them. The 
national vanity was now satiated by the frequency of victories: 
and the plunder which fell to the lot of individuals, made but a 
poor compensation for the losses and burthens sustained by their 
families at home. Some, in order to become exempt from mili- 
tary service, sought for menial employments in the establishments 
of the bishops, abbots, abbesses, and earls. Many made over 
their free property to become tenants at will of such lords as 
from their age, or other circumstances, they thought would be 
called to no further military services. Others, even privately took 
away the life of their mothers, aunts or other relatives, in order 
that no family residents might remain through whom their names 
might be known, and themselves traced; others voluntarily made 
slaves of themselves, in order thus to render themselves incapa- 
ble of the military rank. 

KT* 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.— FOR THE PORT FOLIQ. 
AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY HELD AT PHILADELPHIA. 

Members elected since January 1815. 

General J. G. Swift, and the honourable De Witt Clinton 
of New York . 

John Gummere, of Burlington, 

The following of Philadelphia; Revd. Dr. J. P. Wilson, 
Thomas Gilpin, Dr. J. S. Dorsey, J. G. Biddle, Dr. Joseph 
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Hartshorne, Dr. Joseph Parish, Dr. G. T roost, Joseph Hopkins 
son, J. M. Scott, Charles W. Hare, J. P. Norris, Joseph Read. 

Donations to the Society in 1814 — The names of the donors 
are in Italics . 

FOR THE LIBRARY. 

Memoirs of the American Academy, vol. 3, part 1, 4to. Bos- 
ton, 1809. The Society. 

Transactions of the Royal Society, Edinburg, vol. 7, part 1, 
1814, 4to. The Society. 

Transactions of the Antiquarian Society, London, vol. 17, 1814, 
4to. The Society. 

Collections of New York Historical Society, 1811 to 1814. 
8 vo. The Society. 

Memoires de Ja Classe des Sciences Math, et Phys. de l’ln- 
sthut de France, 4to. for 1808,9, 10,11, 12, 14. — Memoires de 
divers S^avans, vol. 2, 4to, Paris, '1811. — Base du systeme Me- 
trique ou mesure de Parc entre Barcelona et Dunkirk, 4to. Paris, 
1810. The Institut. 

A specimen of the Iroquois language by S. Mills. J. Cham - 
herlayne. 

Political works of Dr. Franklin, London, 1779, 8 vo<— Hip- 
pocrates’ Aphorismi, 2 vols. 8vo. — Medicina Statica of Sanctori- 
us. — Kiel’s Medicina Statica Britannica, 8vo. Jonathan William u 

Constitution of the Spanish monarchy, 8vo. 1814. George 
Palmer. 

A collection of Pamphlets, &c. published by him. Rev. Dr. 
Abercrombie. 

Eclectic Repertory, vol. 2, 3, 1812 — 3, Philadelphia, 8 vo. 
Thomas Dobson . 

Examination before the house of commons of Great Britain, 
of witnesses relative to the orders in council, folio, 1812, London. 
William Vaughan . 

Hist, des Arbres forest. Des Etats Unis, Nos. 17 to 24. Mi* 
chaux. The author. 

List of the Post Offices of the United States, 1814. A. Brad L- 

fey. 
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Catalogue of the library of the New York Historical Society, 
1813. T.Alden. 

Maps, part of New York State, and Upper and Lower Cana- 
da. The publisher, A . Lay . 

Memoirs of William Penn, by Thomas Clarkson, Philadel- 
phia edition. Isaac Pierce . 

Rapports de LTnstitut de France, viz. Comparaison des Lan- 
gues Franchise et Italienne, 18 12. Le Breton sur la vie et ouvrages 
de Haydn, 1812. Surla Physique par Cuvier, 1811. William Shore . 

Emporium of Arts, &c. No. 1, 2, of Sd vol. 8vo. 1814. 7%o- 
mas Cooficrj editor. 

Engravings to illustrate 2d vol. Bell’s Anatomy, Philadelphia. 

Theory of agreeable sensations, 16’s, Philadelphia. Anthony 
Finley. 

An account of the Free School at New York, 1812. De 
WUt Clinton. 

His System of Anatomy, 2 vols. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1814. 
From the author, C. Wistar. 

Sur le mouvement desondes par Bremontier, Paris 1809, 8vo. 

Origin of the Consular Establishment, by D. B. Warden, 
Paris, 1813, 8 vo. 

Tabula Veneris— Auct. B. de Linderman, Gothoe, 1810, 4to. 

Tables Barometriques par Linderman, Gothoe, 1809, 8vo. 

Historical Essay on the Progress of Astronomy for 10 years, 
in German. D. B. Warden. 

Rules of perspective, by A. Bozzo, translated by James, 1693. 
London, folio. Edward Farris. 

American Ornithology, vol. 9, 1814. No. 3, Pinkerton’s 
Atlas, Philadelphia. Bradford & Inskeefi. 

Travels through Canada, by George Heriot, 8vo. Philadel- 
phia edition, 1814. M. Carey. 

Archaeologia Amer. on the extinct animals and vegetables of 
North America, Philadelphia, 1814, 8vo. B. S . Barton . 

A Description of the roads of the United States, 1814. Ju- 
venile Atlas, 1814, Philadelphia. The editor, John Mclish .' 

Nautical Almanac, 8 vo. 1814, New Brunswick. Editor, John 
Garnet . 

Treatise on Surveying, Philadelphia, 8vo. 1814. From the au- 
thor, John Gummere. 
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Sheffield’s observations on the Commerce of the United 
States, Dublin, 8vo.— -Considerations on the relations of Great 
Britain and United States, 1784, London, 8 vo.— Sinclair’s Cam- 
paign against the Indians in 1791, Philadelphia, 8vo. 181 2 — Ac- 
count of Pike’s Expedition in 1807 to the sources of the Missis- 
sippi, Philadelphia, 1810, 8vo. — Works of Fisher Aities, 1809, 
Boston, 8 vo.— Vue de la Colon. Espagnole sur le Mississippi, 
par De Vellon, edition 1803. John Vaughan , 

FOB. THE CABINET. 

Two specimens of heads of animals found in the Big-bone 
lick. Thomas Jefferson . 

Several specimens of minerals and carbonated wood. Solo- 
mon W. Conrad. 

A Differential Thermometer. By the inventor, Dr. De Buts. 

THE FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS TO 
THE STOCKHOLDERS OF THE PHILADELPHIA ATHENJEUM. 

In pursuance of the directions contained in the ninth article 
of the charter of incorporation, the board of directors of the Phi- 
ladelphia Athenaeum lay before the stockholders a statement of 
. the treasurer’s accounts, together with the minutes of the board, 
and ask leave to report: 

That since the date of the charter of incorporation the rooms 
have been daily and regularly opened, and numerously attended 
by the members of the institution and by strangers visiting the city. 
The principal gazettes of the union have been duly received and 
filed in the news-room, and also, occasionally, files of foreign jour- 
nals, of the latest dates. The tables of the reading-room have 
been furnished with all the American periodical works of approv- 
ed literary reputation, and copies of other books as early as they 
were published from the Philadelphia presses, or could be pro- 
cured from other places. The collection of books of reference, 
charts and maps continues to be augmented by valuable donations 
and deposits. A cabinet of medals and coins, and another of 
minerals, are already very handsomely furnished with curious 
and elegant specimens from those departments of art and nature. 
The charge of the rooms has been committed to a librarian, an 
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office provided for by a regulation of the board, in October last, 
whose attention and talents give every advantage to the order and 
arrangement of the institution. The number of members holding 
shares of the stock, is one hundred and ninety-five — and the num- 
ber of annual visiters, is two hundred and forty-five— and the lists 
of each of these descriptions are gradually increasing; though we 
must acknowledge that the rate of increase is not such as to pro- 
mise the immediate complement which is requisite to perfect 
the design of the establishment. 

The following statements exhibit the account of the treasu- 
rer with the Athenaeum: 

Statement of stock account with Atheneum , from the books o 
Roberta Vaux y treasurer . 

Dr. 

To amount received from one hundred and twenty-one 
stockholders of the Athenaeum, as per list fur- 
nished, Dolls. 2065 


Cr. 

By amount paid into the general fund of the institution, 

as per minute dated 18th November ult. Dolls. 400 
By amount of United States stock, purchased by R. H. 

M rris, per his account of December fith 8352 87, 

United States 6 per cent, a 95^ and brokerage, 337 88 
By $242 United States stock, also purchased by R. H. 

Morris, 12th December, a 197, and brokerage, 235 34 

By 110 30 15th December, a 97 and brokerage, 107 25 

By 757 88 16th December, a 99 and brokerage, 751 87 

By balance due by the treasurer uninvested, 232 66 


Dolls. 2065 00 


Roberts Faux in general account with the Athemtum. 
Dr. 

Amount collected by him from three hundred and twen- 


ty-seven subscribers, at 85, 81635 

Amount of newspapers sold, 23 

Amount charged in the stock account, being borrowed, 

and to be repaid in that account, 400 

Balance due R. Vaux, treasurer, on this account, 112 66 


82170 66 
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Cr. 


By the amount of expenses of the institution, collected 

from the account furnished, $2170 66 


Balance due R. Vaux, $112 66 

Philadelphia , January 7, 1816. 

Stated by Jacob Gratz.J Committee . 

JONAH T HOMPSONj j 

A large part of the disbursements of the present year were 
on account of the expenses bf providing furniture for the rooms, 
6tock maps, and of the payment of $300 due for the collection of 
the back numbers of several periodical publications, purchased 
the last year and designed for the foundation of a library, to con- 
tain complete series of those valuable works. 

The board have always considered the sums paid by the 
stockholders on account of the prices of their shares as not being 
applicable to the current expenses of the institution, but as design- 
ed to be vested in such manner as would be most conducive to 
the regulating of the ordinary income and to the permanency of the 
establishment. It w&s in this view of the destination of the capi- 
tal stock that they directed the sum of four hundred dollars to be 
drawn from the treasury in the shape of a loan, to be refunded 
out of the proceeds of the future annual contributions. As to the 
appropriation of this stock the board have contemplated the erec- 
tion of a building suited to the accommodation of the institution 
as the most useful investment, and hope that the exertions of the 
members, aided by the liberality of the citizens of Philadelphia, 
will enable some subsequent board to submit to the stockhold*'’ n 
before long, a plan for that desirable object. * 

In addition to the annual contributions of the members, we 
refer with pleasure to the donations and deposits of the friends 
of the institution, as sources from which the rooms have beep 
supplied with a large portion of their valuable contents. To them 
we acknowledge the possession of our cabinets of medals, coins, 
and minerals, the busts, prints, and paintings, the greater number 
of books of reference and statistics and many valuable maps and 
charts. We entertain a hope that this spirit of patronage will 
continue to be extended to the institution, and that some much 
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valued arrangement will grow out of our scarce and curious pro- 
ductions. 

All the monies received into the treasury have been the pay- 
ments on account of the prices of shares in the stock and the an- 
nual contributions. The proceeds of the latter^ together with the 
loan above mentioned, have been appropriated to the arrangement 
of the rooms and to the literature suitable to the design of the in- 
stitution. On the subject of these current expenses it is the duty 
of the board to Acknowledge, that whilst they have had the satis- 
faction of witnessing the fitness of the plan of the Athenaeum to 
the ends proposed, to be fully proved by the circumstances' at- 
tending its operation, they have, also, at the same time had to re- 
gret that funds should not have been supplied co-extensive with 
the wide field of usefulness embraced by that' plan. The pro- 
gress of the institution has disclosed new capacities for encom- 
passing objects of interest and utility, and invites to an increased 
liberality for the gratification of literary curiosity. But the board 
have the mortification to inform the members that full effect has 
not been given to these capacities; that the design of the institu- 
tion has not been fairly executed — for the want of the requisite 
monied resources'. It was hoped that as soon as the history of the 
Athenaeum should have given proof of the practical and general 
utility of its design, large additions of members, at the moderate 
price of subscription, would have given the most ample scope to 
its operations — But, althbugh new members are monthly added 
to our list, and in such numbers too as to assure us of the flou- 
rishing state of the establishment at some future period, yet up to 
time we must confess disappointment of our anticipations of 
aii from this quarter— and if the members wish, as we presume 
they do, to reap in the present season the<full benefit of the insti- 
tution, the provision of sufficient funds must receive their imme- 
diate attention. The prices of our stock shares and subscriptions 
are lower than those of any other institution of the same nature 
with our own. — Yet these prices would have been sufficiently high, 
if the number which we had calculated, had been subscribed for. 
We submit for the consideration of the members the propriety of 
using their personal influence to add new names to the list of stock- 
holders and annual visiters. 
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With the mea$s furnished by the present revenue, the com- 
mittee of purchasers have been obliged to confine their orders, 
with a few exceptions, to the sphere of home publications. Of 
these the collection is certainly liberal, and perhaps unequalled by 
any other in the union — The news-room contains farty files of 
American gazettes, and the collection of periodical publications 
is still more complete in the comprehension of its peculiar spe- 
cies of literature— But the receipts from foreign places have been 
few. Besides the donations of some of our countrymen, which they 
have procured abroad, we have received only a small number of 
British periodical publications and other late works, purchased, 
by direction, in London— but we trust that the pleasure and in- 
struction of the latest foreign productions will not be much long- 
er withholden from the rooms — for when it is known ‘to the citi- 
zens of Philadelphia that a system is in readiness to introduce the 
foreign journals, periodical works and other books as early as 
they are published, and to bring their varied mass of intelligence 
within the compass of daily inspection, it is improbable that the 
plan will fail of success from the want of liberal funds. 

Samuel Ewing, 1 

Roberts Vaux, i- Committee. 

Richard C. Wood, J 

Philadelphia , 3 l#f January , 1816. 

Instructers and students are informed that a new Treatise 
of Algebra, for the use of a college in England, will be reprinted 
in this country, under the inspection of a person conversant in 
that science. This book combines the theory and practice of Al- 
gebra, and is better adapted to the purposes of education than 
any which is studied in our schools and colleges. The price will 
not exceed 150 cents. 

Wm . W. Woodward has issued proposals for publishing a 
work entitled Philological Researches, or an attempt to elu- 
cidate the principles of English grammar by a comparison with 
those of the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages. By James P. 
Wilson, D. D. The editor has been favoured with the perusal 
of a part of the manuscript of this work, and he feels very desi- 
rous that the public should be in possession of the whole. It would 
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be presumptuous in him to add a word in recommendation of the la- 
bours of a divine, whose name is so well known in all those places 
where unaffected eloquence is admired, where piety is revered, and 
learning respected. This work was written for the instruction of 
the sons of the author in the languages of which it treats, and its 
object is to. convey instruction in matters that are not usually 
taught in schools. 

We earnestly exhort the teachers, the parents and the scho- 
lars of the country to aid in the distribution of a treatise, of which 
we affirm with great confidence, that it will be useful to the com- 
munity and honourable to our literary character. There are very 
few men among us who could write such a book, but all may 
patronize it, and many may be improved by its learning. 

The price will not exceed three dollars bound, and every 
tenth copy will be gratis, 

, M. Carey has just published the Paradise of Coquettes; be- 
yond all comparison the most exquisite production that has ap- 
peared for a long time. It combines the polish and comprehen- 
siveness of Pope, the simplicity of Goldsmith, and the elegant 
irony of Addison. After being so long confined to the “ donjon 
keeps” of Walter Scott, and the Corsair’s caves of lord Byron, we 
breathe fresh air with this sprightly and entertaining perform- 
ance, in our hands. 

The first number of the « Evangelical Repository” (to be 
published monthly, at three dollars per ann.) has just appeared. 
This work will contain biographical sketches of those illustrious 
votaries, whose example may tend to the promotion of the Chris- 
tian religion, essays on literary and religious topics, extracts from 
new, scarce, or valuable works, reports of the rise and progress 
of religious and benevolent societies, &c. &c. The editor’s plan 
is sanctioned by several of the most respectable gentlemen among 
the clergy and laity of Philadelphia, whose names accompany the 
proposals. Such a pledge, we should suppose, would secure the 
most ample success. We have only room to add that the first 
number, as far as it goes, affords evidence that the editor is not 
unworthy of the highly honourable approbation, with which it is 
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offered to the patronage of the moral and the wise of every de* 
nomination. 

Thomas Dobson continues the publication of the celebrated 
Atlas of Pinkerton. Thqse who procure nine subscribers are en- 
titled to a tenth gratis. It will be comprised in twenty numbers 
at four dollars each. 

The superiority in the manner of drawing and engraving 
this Atlas must necessarily occasion uncommon expense: but 
amid the frequent publications from the American press, it may 
reasonably be expected that the science of geography, so useful 
to all classes of men, should aspire to some degree of that mag- 
nificence which distinguishes the progress of the arts. While 
those arts, which are merely ornamental, meet with the most li- 
beral encouragement, it may be hoped that a work uniting perma- 
nent utility with honourable magnificence will not be neglected 
by a discerning public. 

Mr. Dobson proposes to publish by subscription (six dol- 
lars per ann. two vols. in boards, each pp 400 .) an American 
Register, or summary review of history, politics, and literature; 
to be issued semi-annually, and conducted by Robert Walsh, jun. 
It is intended that the work shall comprise:— a sketch of the po- 
litical history, foreign and domestic, of the six months immediate- 
ly preceding the appearance of each volume;— an exposition of 
domestic and foreign literature for the same interval; — a free sy- 
nopsis of the debates in congress, with an occasional investigation 
of their merits in point of doctrine and style; — a notice of such of 
the proceedings of the governments and corporate bodies of tht 
several states as seem to bear on the interests of the union;— a 
selection of the most important statistical and state papers; — and 
a record of occurrences which tend to mark the progress of the 
arts and sciences, or to illustrate the peculiar genius and manners 
of the American people. 

A. Delano, of Boston, has issued proposals for printing a 
Summary of voyages and travels performed by himself in Europe, 
Asia, Africa and America. This gentleman, we learn, has been 
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three times round the world, and was three years making discove- 
ries and surveys. He is the only surviving officer ol the ship 
Massachusetts^ which sailed from Boston, in 1790: and afterwards 
commanded the Perseverance in her seven years* voyage in the 
Pacific and other seas. During this time, we recollect, he cap- 
tured a Spanish ship which had been risen upon by the slaves on 
board; who had put several of the Spaniards to death. For this 
gallant act, he received a medal from the Spanish king, and was 
much caressed by the Spanish. 

The editor of some of the Tuscan Classics, Mr. Zotti, 
t is engaged in the republication of the original letters of the 
learned Ganganelli (Clement XIV.) 

It is to be hoped, that this able editor will be induced, besides 
a full memoir of the author, to supply the desideratum of literary 
and historical notices, relative to the persons addressed, and topics 
discussed in this interesting correspondence. It would also form a 
valuable appendix to his projected work, if Mr. Z. were to annex 
an Italian translation of the letters which were written in Latin, and 
Numbered, though not inserted in the Paris edition, by Caraccioli, 
in 1777— the only correct and authentic edition, it is believed, that 
is now in existence. 

Scotland.— One of the greatest literary prizes ever given in this 
island, was decided lately at Aberdeen, in Scotland. Mr. Bur- 
nett, a merchant in that city, bequeathed a sum, to accumulate 
until it should amount to 1 600 pounds sterling, to be then given in 
two prizes ; the first of 1 200 pounds, and the second 400 pounds, 
to the two writers who should, in the opinion of three judges 
chosen by the members of King’s and Marischal colleges, the 
established clergy of Aberdeen, and his own trustees, produce the 
best dissertation on this subject, viz. The evidence that there is 
a Being all-powerful, wise, and good, by whom every thing exists; 
and particularly to obviate difficulties regarding the wisdom and 
goodness of the Deity, and that, in the first place, from conside- 
rations independent of written Revelation, and in the second place, 
from the Revelation of the Lord Jesus, and from the whole, to 
point out the inferences most necessary for and useful to man- 
kind. 
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It was required that all the essays should be lodged with a 
gentlemen at Aberdeen, by the first of January, 1814. Seven 
years were allowed for the candidates to prepare their disserta- 
tions. Repeated notices were given in the newspapers, of the 
amount of the prizes, the subject, and the conditions. The judges 
appointed and sworn, were Gilbert Gerard, D. D. professor of 
divinity in King’s college, Aberdeen, and author of the Institutes 
of Biblical Criticism; the rev. George Glenie, professor of Moral 
Philosophy in Marischal college; and Robert Hamilton, L L. D., 
professor of Mathematics in the same college, and author of a 
work on the national debt, and various other well-known publica- 
tions.— At a meeting of their electors, at Marischal college, the 
three judges reported, that they had unanimously decreed the 
prizes to two dissertations; and on opening the sealed letters, it was 
discovered that the 1200 pound prize was due to W. L. Brown, 
D. D., principal of Marischal college, and that of 400 pounds to 
T. H. Summer, esq. of Eton college. Dr. Brown has gained 
several literary prizes on the continent. 

A very extraordinary and singular female appointment took 
place lately at the university of Giesen, in Germany. The faculty 
of physicians conferred the dignity of doctor of Midwifery on the 
lady of doctor Von Siebold, of Darmstadt, who, jointly with her hus- 
band, has distinguished herself for many years, by her philanthro- 
pic ^eal in that branch of the profession, and by her unwearied ex- 
ertions to promote vaccination, as a preventive of the small-pox. 

Mr. D. Vinton, of Providence, R. I. has recently published 
v The Masonic Minstrel,” consisting of songs, duets, glees, 
catches, rounds, canons, and canzonets. We are informed by one 
of the initiated , that “ a collection of masonic songs, set in the*dif- 
ferent parts, is a desideratum among the fraternity, as the dignified 
and solemn character of masonry does not prohibit occasional sea- 
sons of innocent festivity.” We can scarcely boast, like Bottom, 
of having “ a reasonable good ear in music:” and therefore do not 
undertake to predict that these songs will make masons merry or 
infuse hilarity among the lovers of harmony generally. It is recom- 
mended, however, by a long list of gentlemen who preside over 
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the most respectable lodges. It is ornamented with masonic plates, 
elegantly executed, and a variety of vignettes. An historical ac- 
count of masonry, and a list of all the lodges in the United States 
are prefixed. The collection is undoubtedly to be preferred to any 
that has appeared in this country, by every purchaser who would 
be inclined to gratify a refined taste at a very trifling expense. 
It contains four hundred and forty-six pages— price three dollars. 

Mr. Darley proposes to publish a map of Louisiana in four 
sheets, price ten dollars. 

The first number has appeared at Baltimore, of the Por- 
tico, a monthly repository of science and literature, “ conducted 
by two men of Padua.” Their object is “ to combine the 
properties of various periodical publications, and concentrate 
the rays of various departments of literature.” We cannot 
but feel a lively interest in any thing that concerns a city in 
which we spent many of our happiest years. The people of 
Baltimore are extremely liberal in the promotion of every enter- 
prise connected with commerce, but literature is left to its own 
resources. We do not mean “ the fat and greasy citizens,” but 
the gentlemen of that community. They are frank, open, gene- 
rous and just: they have been prosperous to an unexampled de- 
gree. In a few years, their city must rival the first in the union, 
in wealth, elegance, and population. Let her emulate their en- 
couragement of the arts which refine taste, embellish manners, 
and promote virtue. 

In the course of the last month, a little book, with the modest 
title of Practical Hints to young Females , from the pen of Mrs. 
Taylor, has made its appearance, and* she has shown that a hint 
may contain a great deal of matter. The name of this author is 
not as familiar to us as those of mafty illustrious women of Great 
Britain, from whose writings we have derived instruction and de- 
light. But perhaps we may be safe in pronouncing her not infe- 
rior to any of them in her knowledge of human nature, and per- 
ception of character. 

If to the many excellent works on female education and man- 
ners, nothing absolutely new can be added — yet, on a subject so 
very important, it may be useful to repeat old maxims. A new 
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book, like a new fashion, awakens attention and excites curiosity. 
What one has read, another must read; it becomes a subject of 
conversation, and thus are instructions, neglected or forgotten, 
again renewed for further consideration. 

It has been republished in Boston’ by Wells and Lilly, in a 
manner which unites cheapness with elegance. We recommend 
it to the patronage of the public school and the domestic fireside- 
It will give experience to the young, and be auxilliary to the best 
wishes of the more advanced. 

The Heroine, or the Adventures of Cherubina, by Mr. Bar- 
rett, has been twice printed in England and once in this country. 
It is a very admirable satire upon the sentimental whinings of 
Rousseau and the horrors of Monk Lewis, and Mrs. RadclifTe. 
The heroine is the daughter of a very honest old farmer: but her 
head is bewildered and her heart entangled, by long indulgence 
in these inebriating stimulants. She becomes disgusted with the 
realities of vulgar life, and runs away from her home under a per- 
suasion, that in the discovery of another parent of noble descent, 
she shall become the mistress of some moated mansion, and dis- 
port, as in feudal days, with lords and ladies of high degree. 
She is, in short, a Don Quixote in petticoats. The tale is some- 
what too long; and we should say that it borders too much on the 
broad caricature, did we not recollect a parallel for every incident, 
in the volumes of a circulating library, which are still devoured 
with avidity by those young misses who laugh at C celebs and de- 
spise the vicar of Wakefield. 


ORIGINAL POETRY — FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

[The following lines form a picture which is full of nature and beauty. 
They first appeared in an epilogue to a new farce called Not at Home, by R. 
C. Dallas. It is understood that they were written by the author of Hora Ionic a, 
a poem which displays the learning of the scholar and the fervor of the poet.] 

HOME. 

- Not such their home, whom love has taught to know 
From that blest source what real transports flow. 

Home! His the name of all that sweetens life; 

It speaks the warm affection of a wife; 
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The lisping babe that prattles on the knee, 

In all the playful grace of infancy; 

The spot where fond parental love may trace 
The growing virtues of a blooming race; 

Oh! ’tis a word of more than magic spell, 

Whose sacred power the wanderer best can tell; 
He who, long distant from his native land, 

Feels at her name his eager soul expand: 
Whether as patriot, husband, father, friend, 

To that dear point his thoughts, his wishes bend; 
And still he owns, where’er his footsteps roam, 
Life’s choicest blessings centre all — at home . 

THE RIVAL ROSES. 

Long time two rival roses led 
Britannia’s sons to fight — 

Still flushed with anger bloomed the red, 
Still pale with rage the white. 

“ Oh! silly flowers, in friendship live,” 
Cried Mary, u nothing loth, 

For know henceforth I mean to give 
My countenance to both.” 

Her words their ancient ire efface, 

War ceased his stormy weather, 

And now both flowers, on Mary’s face, 
Blend lovingly together. J. 

KT _ 

TO A LADY, ON HER BIRTH-DAY. 

Say, shall I wish, with social cheer, 

While all around is fair and gay, 

To add to thee another year, 

On this thy happy natal day? 

Could I, when doubts and fears prevail, 
Unconscious of thy future state, 

Lift up the dark mysterious veil 
That hides the record of thy fate— 
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Could I behold thy future days, 

When seen by inspiration's powers, 

Rise all enraptured on my gaze, 

And crowned with wreaths of smiling flowers: 
Could I behold a train of joys, 

Attendant, waiting on thy beck; 

Should fortune spread her glittering toys, 

Thy sunshine be without a speck: 

Could smiles and graces, without end, 

To thee their annual homage pay — 

To heav’n in suppliance would I bend 
For many, many a natal day. 

But dare I breathe to heaven this prayer, 

A confidence how false and vain, 

When Sickness, Sorrow, and Despair 
May each, in dread succession, reign. 

Though Joy thy slumbering couch adorns, 
And smooths the pillow for'thy head, 

Grief still may sow thy sleep with thorns, 

And waking Anguish haunt thy bed. 

The Fever, with malignant breath, 

Unseen, may watch thy midnight groan, 
Breathe through thy veins the fires of deat^, 
And banish Reason from her throne. 

The hectic fiend may watch his prey, 

And on thy ruddy cheek descend, 

And flatter still, and still betray; 

Like many a treacherous worldly friend. 

Poor sorrowing mortals, frail and weak, 
Unknowing what is good or ill, - 

Should thus, in humbler accents speak 

Lord , teach ua t% obey thy will, 

THE PILGRIM’s REST. 

There is a place of sweet repose, 

Life’s wearied pilgrim’s rest; 

A calm retreat from all the woes 
That racked his feeling breast. 
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Safe in that haven moored, at last, 

Though madd’ning tempest rave, 

His shattered bark heeds not the blast, 

Life’s storms reach not the grave. 

Sydney. 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

An old correspondent who writes from Boston, will find that 
we have paid the earliest attention to his remarks. Although we 
feel the most hearty contempt for the swaggering style which has 
been adopted of late years, in fighting our battles o’er again, we 
are equally ready to condemn the frigid coldness or the lurking 
hostility of penurious praise. We love to render honour to whom 
honour is due: but if we were to indulge any bias it should be 
on the side of our country: and in the selection of a hero we 
should not dwell very fondly upon the character of one, in which 
personal intrepidity is the only quality that attracts regard. 

The editor’s bureau is crowded with 44 effusions” which are 
dated from the Muses’ bower. But the writers seem to be of a very 
suspicious character. We doubt whether they ever climbed the 
forked mount or bathed in the sacred stream. They never scan- 
ned the brow of Hymettus, or they might have pleased us with 

Such strains as would have won the ear 
Of Pinto, to have quite set free 
The half-regained Eurydice. 

We are not ignorant of the effects of such arts as are descri- 
bed by 44 Celia.” Such a woman is 

Skill’d to retire, and in retiring draws 
Hearts after her tangled in amorout nett. 

Mr. Saunter desires us to remind his old friends of his 
existence, and he requests them to correspond with him. 

From the articles which were found among the papers of the 
late Mr. Oldschool, we have selected the following for publica- 
tion: 44 To Penury:”— 44 Sydney:” — * 4 Frederic:” — 44 P.” — 44 A.” 
44 Quevedo:” — * 4 Jarvis:” — and a few others. The 44 Rejected Ad- 
dresses” have been carefully read and silently dismissed. I 
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would be too tedious to enumerate the contents of this budget, 
nor is it likely that the writers would be much pleased by a more 
particular notice. 

It is much to be wished that those who favour us with their 
correspondence would remember th? golden rule of Tom Shuf- 
fleton — “ pay the post Muggins:” it is also desirable that the 
manuscript should be written distinctly. Carelessness in punctu- 
ation cannot be tolerated. In this part of the duty of an author it 
is related of the poet Savage, that he was so scrupulous, as to pay 
back the fifth part of a slender pittance which he received for one 
of his copyrights, for punctuating his proof-sheets. 

We have received a variety of communications on the sub- 
ject of bank paper and specie. We had indulged a hope that we 
might have been spared from this important question, as it has 
been treated in various publications, particularly, and with great 
ability, by Dr. Bollman and judge Workman. The editor had, 
therefore, thought no more of the subject than to hum one of 
Macheath’s airs, as he dwelt alternately upon the themes of cur- 
rency and cash: * 

How happy could I be with either! 

But as the present state of the circulating medium forms an 
important epoch in the history of the country, we shall endeavour, 
in our next number, to submit to the reader such considerations 
on the matter, as a careful inquiry may suggest. 

The reply to Milton, which we quoted in our last, was writ- 
ten by Salmaaiua. The reader is requested to correct the error 
with his pen. The tract in question is entitled, Defenaio Regia 
pro Carolo Primo, Milton was not dismayed by the brilliant re- 
putation of the author, who was a favourite at the most distinguish- 
ed courts, and reigned like a dictator, over the learning of his 
day. He replied to the proud and vaunting performance of the 
great champion, in his Defenaio pro Populo Anglicano : a work 
which completely answered the ends for which it was written. It 
procured the highest distinctions for the bard, and drove his an- 
tagonist into an obscurity, which would long since have become 
an utter oblivion but for this masterly defence. 
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We trust that “ An American Farmer,” in Rhode Island, will 
be satisfied that we are not insensible of the truth of the apothegm, 
ne quid nimia . For reasons which must be obvious to him, we 
forbear to make any further explanation. 

We are sorry that the translation of a letter from the pen of 
Madame de Stael, which is supposed to have been written by lady 
Jane Grey, arrived too late for this number. The author of this 
fiction has entered very cordially into what may be supposed to 
have been the feelings of the illustrious victim, and she has there- 
fore produced an epistle of no common interest. Should she ever 
survey the pages of the Port Folio, she will be gratified, to peruse 
in a foreign tongue, a translation, in which nothing is lost of the 
vigour or elegance of the original. Madame de Stael is to be 
ranked among the most powerful writers of the time, and we are 
well assured that every thing from her pen will be perused with 
profound attention. 

“ The Joys of Winter” came too late for this number. They 
shall be sung, however, in season. 

The Speech before “ the Anonymous Society,” is not suited 
fo our plan. 

The “ Elegy on Fanny’s Bird,” in our next. 

“ D. It.” must pardon an apparent inattention to his favours. 

“ A Subscriber,” who addresses “ Myra,” in the. language 
of a poet, shall soon be heard. 

u Frederic,” shall not complain “ unheard and unheeded” 
by us, though the mistress of his song be coy and cruel. 

Peter, the Poet, is too pert, in his epithalamium, which 

Bids baste the evening st*r 
On bis hill top, to light the bridal lamp. 

W e are desired by the publisher to state, that if the portrait 
of Dr. Barton should not be received in time for this number, 
the reader may be assured that it will be exhibited in the next. 
It shall be accompanied by a memoir from an authentic source* 
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Various; that the mind 
Of desultory man, studious of change* 

And pleased with novelty, may be indulged. — Cow p Em. 


In a paper, designed for general pemsal, it wiU be necessary to dwell most 
upon things of general entertainment. The elegant trifles of literature, the wild 
strains of fancy, and the pleasing amusements of harmless wh, shall therefore 
he considered as necessary to our collection. Dr. Johnson, 

VOL. I. APRIL, 1816 . NO. IV. 

LIFE OF BENJAMIN 8. BARTON M. D. 

.RATE PROFESSOR OF THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF MEDICINE 
IN THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

The following memoir is extracted from a paper which was recently read ✓ 
before the Philadelphia Medical Society, by W. P. C. Barton, M. D. and published 
mt their request. It amounts to thirty-four pages 8vo. and contains a list of Dr. Bar- 
ton's writings — an enumeration of the academic honours conferred upon him — the 
names and titles of his correspondents, and various other matters, very well cal* 
eulated, no doubt, for the purposes of this address, but which would scarcely be 
interesting to the majority of our readers. Our estimate, too, of the character of 
the deceased is somewhat different from that which has been formed by the author 
•f this “ Sketch." Dr. Barton was a very industrious man in the pursuit of science, 
and though we do not think that he has contributed much to enlarge its bounds, 
we are willing to believe that his collections will facilitate the labours of the stu- 
dent, to whom he has left a laudable example of active diligence and unwearied 
perseverance. 

Benjamin Smith Barton, a younger son of the late reverend 
Thomas Barton, a learned episcopal clergyman, long resident at 
Lancaster in this state, was born on the 10th day of February, 1766. 

His mo\Jier was a sister of the celebrated Rittenhouse. Both hih 
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parents were eminently qualified to infuse into the minds of their 
children, the rudiments of knowledge, and the principles of vir- 
tue; but, unfortunately, their younger children were too soon de- 
prived of these advantages. The subject of this memoir lost his 
mother when he was little more than eight years of age; and 
though his father’s death did not happen till he had attained 
his fourteenth year, he was bereaved of the parental care and 
instruction of one of the best of parents, about a year and a half 
before that event. His father left Pennsylvania early in the au- 
tumn of 1778, intending to proceed to Europe; but he was ar- 
rested by sickness before he could, with convenience, embark, and 
never returned. Thus at the age of fourteen was his son Benja- 
min left an orphan. 

Mr. Barton had, however, before his departure from Lancas- 
ter, taken care to provide for his minor children, a suitable and 
convenient place of abode in the neighbourhood of that town: 
where they were placed in the midst of many of his best and most 
faithful friends, and under the imm ediate superintendance of a per- 
son of great worth and long experienced friendship for the family. 
Comfortably situated in this pleasant rural retirement, this lit- 
tle household continued between one and two years: and there, 
abstracted from the noise and bustle of a town, our youthful stu- 
dent — ever assiduous from a very early period of his life, in the ac- 
quisition of knowledge, — devoted much of his time to reading. 
He never appeared to be fond of those active bodily pursuits and 
athletick exercises, in which boys employ much of their time; 
though he occasionally engaged in them. The scene around him was 
well adapted to the contemplation of nature, and he was of a con- 
templative turn of mind. His inclination seemed, at that period 
of his life, to direct to the study of civil history; of which he very 
early acquired a considerable knowledge: but it is not improbable, 
that having, during the life of his father, and while under his roof, 
acquired some taste for natural history and the culture of plantar— 
subjects to which that gentleman devoted much of his attention— 
the objects of this kind by which he was surrounded while in the 
country, may have drawn his mind to similar pursuits, and the 
cultivation of natural science generally — certain it is, that his pre- 
dilection for natural history — more especially for botany— disco- 
vered itself very early. 
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He manifested too, very early in life, a vivid fancy for drawing; and 
in the execution of his designs with the pencil, at an immature age, 
he discovered that taste and genius in the art, which he afterwards 
cultivated with much success, and practised, in occasional hours of 
leisure, with great accuracy. This was a talent that he often render- 
ed subservient to his pursuits in natural history and botany; branch- 
es of science which are greatly assisted in their acquisition by 
the investigator possessing, himself, a facility in copying the 
subjects appertaining to them. Besides his extreme neatness, 
faithfulness and truth, in the delineation of natural objects, more 
particularly of plants, by the pencil, he acquired great adroitness 
in the beautiful art of etching on copper, and I have now in my 
possession, among other efforts of this kind, the figure of a dog, 
which exhibits the most true and perfect attainment of this nice 
art I have ever seen — It was made about five years ago. Dr. 
Barton did not despise these adventitious aids of science, and he 
often declared it as his opinion, that no man could become a nice, 
discriminating, and eminent botanist, without possessing that acu- 
men in perception of proportion, colour, harmony of design, and 
obscure differences in the objects of the vegetable World, which 
alone belong to the eye of a painter. The accuracy, the vivid- 
ness, the sensibility (if I may be allowed the expression) of his 
eye, were truly wonderful. I dwell more on these points than in 
the estimation of some, perhaps, they may seem to merit, because 
they have a near relation to the authenticity of the engravings that 
accompany some of his works. I know they may be relied on, 
for what passed hia inspection and received approbation, in this 
way, must be faithful as the pencil and the graver could make 
them. Those who painted the subjects of natural history for 
him know, and those who have multiplied those paintings by the 
graphick art also know, and can verify the statement I have 
given, of his uncommon perception of errors, in drawings and en- 
gravings. It always took quick cognizance of those defects, 
which other delineators of natural objects, or, in different words, 
other naturalists who suffer the authenticity of their names to ac- 
company unfaithful or caricatured representations of the works of 
nature, too frequently allow to escape their observation, and in this 
way bring into disrepute the real advantages derived from pic- 
tured illustrations. 
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In the year 1782 the eldest brother of the subject of this me- 
moir, took him into his family in this city, in which situation he 
continued between four and five years. During this period he 
prosecuted his collegiate and medical studies; the first in the col- 
lege of Philadelphia, where however he did not take the degree 
of bachelor of arts, and the latter under the celebrated anatomical 
professor Dr. William Shippen, with whom he commenced the 
study of medicine, in the beginning of his eighteenth year. 

While he was yet a pupil of Dr. Shippen, he accompanied 
his uncle, Mr. Rittenhouse, and the other commissioners appoint- 
ed for that purpose, in running the western boundary line of Penn- 
sylvania. On this occasion he was absent from Philadelphia about 
five months, having set out with the commissioners in May, 1785, 
and returned in October following. He was then only between nine- 
teen and twenty years of age, but from his scientifick acquirements 
he was an useful associate of the commissioners. It was in this 
excursion that he first had an opportunity of mixing with the sa- 
vage natives of this country — then he first turned his attention to 
their manners, their history', their medicines and pathology, and to 
other interesting points of inquiry, all of which lie pursued with 
great zeal for the remainder of his life. His researches on these 
subjects, are among the most ingenious, if not the most useful of 
his labours. They enriched his philosophical inquiries and spe- 
culations with curious facts, and enhanced the value of his inves- 
tigations of the materia medica and alimentaria, with some of 
their most important additions. 

Dr. Rittenhouse, who early perceived and acknowledged the 
talents of his young relative, procured for him this important 
situation— important, as it gave the first impulse to that spirit of 
inquiry and research into the history of our Indians, which has re- 
sulted in an accumulation of so many curious materials relative 
to their origin and the affinities of their language. 

This learned man continued to Dr. Barton, through life, ^ 
firm and a constant, as he was an illustrious friend. 

Towards the close of the following summer, Dr. Barton em- 
barked for Great Britain, with the view of prosecuting still further 
his medical studies at the university of Edinburgh. He remained 
at that school about two years; except some few months in the 
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•arlier part of the year 1787, which he passed in London. During 
his residence in Edinburgh he applied himself with unremitted 
zeal to his professional studies, attending very regularly the lec- 
tures of the eminent medical professors who then taught in that 
university. 

At Edinburgh he experienced many marks of the respect in 
which his talents were there held. Young as he was at that time, 
he obtained from the Royal Medical Society at Edinburgh — of 
which he was admitted a member before he had been a year in 
that metropolis-^an honorary premium for his dissertation on the 
Hyosciamus niger (of Linnaeus)—' This was the Harveian prize. 
About three years ago he received the prize (the first having been 
lost.) It consists of a superb quarto edition of the works of Wil- 
liam Harvey, elegantly bound and gilt: on the fly leaf of which 
is the following inscription in manuscript, and signed by the elder 
Dr. Duncan. 


Hanc ingenu mercedem 
aequo jure decretam 

Viro generoso Benjamini Smith Barton, Penney Irani enii: 

Propter ogregiam dissertationem 
de Hyosciamo nigro, 
publiee tradendam eurabat 
Sodalitae Edinensts Filiorum JEsculftpii, 

Festo eolemni in Harveii honorem institute, 

Pridie Idas Aprilis 
1787. 

Andreas Duncan, senr. a secret. 

While Dr. Barton was in London in the first part of the year 
1 787, he published a little tract entitled “ Observations on some 
parts of Natural History: to which is prefixed an account of some 
considerable vestiges of an ancient date, which have been dis- 
covered in different parts of North America.” This was the first 
work he ever published. Although in this little book the Dr. evinced 
much ingenuity and a laudable spirit of research in relation to the an- 
tiquities of his native country, the work is evidently the perform- 
ance of a young writer, and, in fact, the author was then only in 
the twenty-second year of his age: besides, it was written under 
the pressure of bodily infirmity, occasioned by ill health, and amidst 
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many discouraging circumstances. Indeed, he soon regretted the 
c premature* publication of the work; for he candidly acknowledged 
its deficiencies, within a few months after its appearance. Speak- 
ing of it, in a letter of the 29th of Sept. 1787, “I am already 
ashamed of many parts of it; and I am confident my language has 
made you smile. But perhaps an apology may be urged in my 
behalf: the subject is entirely new, and the work was written at a 
time when the mind was in that fickle and inconstant state, so fre- 
quently the attendant and consequence of disease. Notwithstand- 
ing all its imperfections, I am not sorry that I have given the 
work to the public: I have at least the credit of having directed 
the attention of the world to a curious and interesting inquiry — 
but peculiarly so to an American. You will say, my hypotheses 
are fiuerile and crude; but can they be more so than the hypothe- 
ses of antiquaries on most subjects?— I think not. You will also 
say I should have suffered my work to lie on the shelf for a 
few years; but then the facts I have given to the world would 
have been all this time unknown.” These frank confessions of 
faults do honour to a young author, more especially, to one who af- 
terwards acquired so much literary fame as the late Professor 
Barton. They are introduced on this occasion, as a laudable ex- 
ample of candour, in a man of great intellectual powers — as one 
worthy of being imitated by all young authors too tenacious of 
their own opinions. Yet after all, the book in question, is by no 
means so deficient in merit, as its author, himself, seemed to con- 
sider it. On the contrary, it does credit to so young a writer. 

For reasons which he communicated to his brother by a let- 
ter dated at London, the 2d of February, 1789, Dr. Barton chose 
to obtain his medical diploma from the celebrated German uni- 
versity, founded by George II, at Gottingen, in the duchy of 
Brunswick, rather than to apply for one which he was entitled to 
receive, from the university of Edinburgh. With these reasons, 
there might, perhaps, have been blended some degree of dissatis- 
faction with the deportment of two of the professors in the medi- 
cal school of the latter, towards him; one of these, to whom on his 
arrival at Edinburgh he presented a highly recommendatory let- 
ter from his preceptor in medicine, professor Shippen — never 
showed him the slightest attention; and the conduct of the other 
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wasi as he conceived , reprehensible for a similar cause. Yet, while 
he acknowledged with gratitude and a commendable pride, the 
vcr y polite and friendly attention with which he was honoured by 
all the other professors, it can scarcely be doubted that circum- 
stances of this nature would have increased — if they did not origi- 
nally excite, in the mind of a young man of quick sensibility, those 
unpleasant sensations which he then experienced. But however 
this may have been, certain it is, that he determined to graduate 
at Gottingen. 

After an absence of somewhat more than three years, Dr. 
Barton returned to Philadelphia. 

His well known abilities, introduced him speedily into 
notice, and soon after lie began to get into some practice as a 
physician. By his reputation, too, for attainments in natural sci- 
ence, he acquired literary and academick honours, at a period of 
life when, in ordinary cases, the conferring of such would be 
deemed premature; for soon after his return to America, he was 
chosen a member of the American Philosophical Society in this 
city, of which he became on the 1st of Jan. 1802, one of the vice- 
presidents, an office he continued to hold till the day of his death. 
From the first period of his election to membership of this society, 
he became one of its most active, as he was one of its most intelligent 
members. The printed transactions of the society are evidences 
of this. They contain many papers on various subjects relating 
to natural science, from hi$ pen. 

In the year 1789, the trustees of the College of Philadel- 
phia instituted a professorship of natural history and botany, which 
was conferred on Dr. Barton, then only twenty- four years of age. 
Dr. Kuhn had previously to this delivered some courses of lec- 
tures on botany, but natural history had never before been taught 
Dr. Barton then was the first lecturer on natural history in Phila- 
delphia, and, so far as 1 know, the first teacher of natural science 
in the cis-atlantic world. This appointment was confirmed to him 
in the year 1791, on the incorporation of the college with the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. Dr. Barton, at the period of his death, 
had held this professorship for the space of six-and-twenty years. 

About five years after Dr. Barton was appointed professor of 
natural history and botany, viz. at the close of the year 1795, Dr. 
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Samuel Powell Griffiths, who is still living, and a respectable 
practitioner of medicine of the society of Friends in this city, inti- 
mated his intention of resigning the professorship of materia nie- 
dica in the university, some time in the course of the winter. 

To this chair Dr. Barton was shortly after appointed, be- 
ing then bbt just turned of thirty years of age, and having been 
professor of natural history and botany near six years. And 
here, gentlemen, begin* and rest* the high professional reputa- 
tion of Dr. Barton in medicine. To the important lectures on this 
subject, continued by him till the period when the loss of one of the 
great pillars of this medical school afforded him an opportunity of a 
translation to the vacant chair of the practice of physick, is entirely 
attributable the present conspicuous elevation of the materia me* 
dica professorship in this university. Those who have attended 
the lectures of the late professor on this point of medical science, 
can bear honourable and powerful testimony in favour of their im- 
portance, their learning, their usefulness; and it is no small cir- 
cumstance in favour of the exertions of his successor in this chair, 
that we h£ar nothing of its reputation being in any degree deterio- 
rated, although the present incumbent succeeded to it under cir- 
cumstances of a very discouraging, nay, almost overwhelming 
nature. 

I have just hinted that Dr. Barton was translated from the 
chair of materia medica to the practical chair, relative to which 
it is necessary to make a few remarks. From the preceding 
sketch of Dr. Barton's character, you will not be long in conclu- 
ding that he was a man" of high ambition. The fact is so. He 
possessed this passion in relation to matters of literary reputation 
and science, in a most exalted degree. He had long viewed the 
splendour of professor Rush’s deserved elevation in the paths of 
medical science, with emotions that could not but stimulate him to 
more vigorous and continued exertions to equal his fame. Let me 
add too, whatever may be thought generally to the contrary, he 
did that gr6at man ample justice in his unreserved conversations 
respecting his literary and medical career. 

Can it then be deemed unnatural, and will you not expect 
to hear, that upon the death of professor Rush, Dr. Barton be- 
came desirens of filling his chair? He accordingly applied for it, 
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and was appointed some few months after the decease of his learii- 
ed predecessor. This chair he held in conjunction with that of 
natural history and botany, till the day of his death. It was, how- 
ever, his intention, had he lived, to resign the latter, perhaps 
about this time. He believed that the duties of a lecturer on na- 
tural history and botany required all /the fire, the zeal, the bodily 
and laborious exertions of a young man. The energy and fer- 
vour he had once shown in teaching those branches, hq believed 
himself no longer capable of, neither did he wish to substitute for 
the necessary perambulatory excursions with his botanical clas9 
(which had been always frequent) the tame and uninstructive 
lectures of an old, and, what is an inevitable consequence, of a 
closet teacher.— He well knew that demonstrative branches, like 
those pf natural history, could neither be faithfully taught nor pro- 
perly elucidated by a man whose age naturally made him prone 
to the more inactive pursuits of life. He had been eminent as a 
teacher of those sciences, because he was young and active-i-when 
he became older he was unwilling to detract from his well-earned 
reputation. Besides these motives, he had determined to devote 
the remainder of his life to the more important chair to which he 
had succeeded. 

These declarations were an earnest of that assiduous appli- 
cation to the duties of his new chair which he certainly paid 
with, to him, a fatal degree of faithfulness and labour. His consti«v 
tution had been worn down by reiterated fits of irregular gout; and 
a recent as well as severe attack of haemoptisis, had left him even 
but a remnant of that trembling and precarious health which for 
years before had been his companion. As no sickness could tame 
the vivid flashes of his mind, ever active, restless, and engaged, 
his hours of pain were continually aggravated by an attention to his 
studies and the duties of his chair. Nature was not equal to the 
task imposed on her. And as she ever returns in sickness and 
in disease the hours which are purloined by active minds, from her 
austomary and necessary rest, Dr. Barton soon perceived the per- 
nicious consequences of his midnight and injudicious toils. That 
his efforts to support the reputation of the university curtailed his 
existence I firmly believe. He liad delivered but two courses of 
Ifectures in the practical chair, when his increasing ill health for* 
vol. i. wn 
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ced him to have recourse to the last resort to renovate his consti- 
tution; I mean a sea voyage. He accordingly embarked for 
France in the month of April 1815, and returned by the way of 
England in November following, not benefitted by. his too hasty 
travel and return. 

The primary disease of doctor Barton was unquestionably 
hereditary gout, of an irregular form, which assailed him in very 
early life, having had, as I have before mentioned, some violent 
arthitick symptoms while a student at Edinburgh. About three 
years ago he was attacked, during the night, with violent haemop- 
tisis. The discharge of blood was copious, and attended with 
considerable pain in the breast This alarming symptom, indi- 
cating the approach of a more serious disorder, appearing in a 
constitution feeble, enervated, and worn down by study and the 
gout, could not fail of producing anticipations of a fatal conse- 
quence in the mind of a physician. Accordingly, Dr. Barton 
dated his approaching death from this event. His prediction was 
subsequently verified: for certain it is he never after enjoyed 
even the scanty portion of health that had before been his lot. 
He had afterwards other attacks of spitting of blood, and for 
a long time purulent expectoration, cough, and even hecdck 
flushes occasionally; insomuch that he was inclined himself to 
believe, and his friends who heard his complaints, and witnessed 
their effects, believed — that a pulmonary affection had at length 
supervened. It was in this state of health that he devoted his 
labours to the writing and preparation necessary to fit himself for 
the new chair he had been appointed to; and, as I have before 
hinted, these labours doubtless accelerated his death. It was also 
in this state of health, after more serious indisposition, during the 
preceding winter, that he embarked last spring for Europe, with 
how little real, benefit, or even melioration of his malady, I have 
already stated. Previous to his departure he had many symp- 
toms of hydrothorax, and this disease, in fact, proved the imme- 
diate cause of his. death. After his arrival at New York he was 
violently affected with the distressing symptoms of this disease, 
and his life for three weeks was despaired of. He was spared 
however to reach his home in this city, and after a protraction of 
this indulgence of Heaven long enough to receive the visits of aH 
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his relations and friends, near to him, aa well as of most of his 
medical brethren of this city, he expired suddenly in the bosom 
of his family on the morning of the nineteenth day of December 
last. He was in feet found dead in his bed. His wife, three hours 
before, had seen him unusually tranquildn his sleep. He seemed 
to have a strong presentiment of his approaching dissolution on 
the evening preceding his decease: for he requested, contrary to 
his usual custom, that his physician, professor Wistar, should 
not be admitted to him that night, and refused to have the friction 
of tiis legs continued, intimating by his manner his conviction that 
neither medical advice, nor any remedies, could any longer be of 
service to him. He possessed his mental faculties, if not wholly 
unimpaired, at least unusually active and correct, till the last 
moment that he spoke. Three days before his death he wrote a 
memoir on a new genus of plants, named hi honour of him, and 
requested me to make a drawing of one of the species to accom- 
pany it. This I did, and at the next meeting of the Philosophical 
Society, I read this memoir for him. It will of course make its 
appearance in the next printed volume of that society’s transac- 
tions, and must always be viewed as a memento of his wonderful 
activity of mind, which continued its operations for the elucidation 
of science even to the last day or two of his life — and this too in 
the midst of disease, of pain, and of sorrow. 

Such was the event that has bereaved the cause of American 
science of its ablest, its truest, and'its most substantial advocate— 
its most substantial, for reasons I shall now state. Dr. Barton, 
in the commencement of his career, was not only indigent, bqt 
oppressed. He continued his exertions, however, undismayed by 
poverty, and unintimidated by enemies. And to those who know 
more intimately than it would be proper to state in this memoir, 
the struggles he made in early life through the most discouraging, 
nay appalling influence of want, added to the direful ravages of 
disease, — his subsequent elevation appears astonishing. His 
publick lectures, and his various works, the rich harvest of his 
meritorious exertions, soon relieved him from the pressure of in- 
digence, and the mental uneasiness, nay, sometimes distraction, 
that supervenes upon it. He whose mental exertions survive such 
a fete, and who perseveres through it, is not, believe me, a com- 
moo man! 
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Among tie first objects of his attention, when he obtained 
the means of realizing ir, was exploring the ex tensive wilds of qur 
country, to cull the ijch and unknown treasures, particularly among 
the vegetable productions, which he believed were there; and to 
obtain information respecting every curious and useful subject of 
natural history, that invited the attention of the naturalist. Una- 
ble, from his professional engagements, to travel himself, and 
search out these curious spoils, he employed the talents of others, 
whom taste may have qualified, while their circumstances inca- 
pacitated them for such pursuits. To these he afforded, liberally, 
the requisite funds, and necessary information. The only remu- 
neration Dr. Barton received for these unequivocal demonstra- 
tions of his love for science, were the acquisition to himself and 
others, of useful and novel information, and the thanks and ac- 
knowledgments of those who were the subjects of his liberality. 

The ardent thirst for literary fame, which strongly marked 
the character of Professor Barton through life, reqdered him a 
most indefatigable student from his earliest youth. He read much, 
wrote a great deal, and contemplated nature with unceasing atten- 
tion. His numerous publications afford, of themselves, sufficient 
proofs of an uncommon degree of industry: but besides these, he 
was long engaged in collecting materials for other works, and 
preparing some for the press; all of which, it is greatly to be re- 
gretted, will now probably be lost to the world. 

Amidst his professional avocations, which were numerous — 
the duties of his station, as a medical teacher, which were ardu- 
ous — and a considerable portion of his time that was occupied in 
keeping up an epistolary correspondence with distinguished men 
of science, as well in the old world as in his own country— amidst 
all these occupations, it is a matter of surprise, that he could have 
found a sufficiency of leisure for his multitudinous pursuits in lite- 
rature and science: and the more especially when it is taken into 
view, that he was frequently impeded in these pursuits by the pri- 
vation of health. 

Natural history and botany were his favourite studies, and in 
his investigation of these branches of science, he made a conspicu- 
ous figure. He employed much research, respecting the origin 
of the tribes and nations of America, on which subject he has, I am 
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persuaded, left man y valuable manuscript materials. He was fond 
of Investigating what may be termed the antiquities of this coun- 
try; and particularly interested in zoological inquiries 

He was a skeptick in matters of science, depending on human 
testimony— in fact, his incrediility was astonishing. He upheld 
the value of skepticism in his lectures— and in one of his publica- 
tions he thus expresses himself: “ Credulity is the most injurious 
feature in the character of the naturalist, as well as of the histori- 
an. Its influence, in one individual, is often felt and propagated 
through many ages. . Unfortunately, too, it has been the vice of 
naturalists, or those who have touched on questions relative to na- 
tural history.*’ 

The genius of Dr. Barton was of the highest grade: it was 
rapid, comprehensive, and brilliant in the extreme. He was well 
aware of the ineflicacy and fruitlessness however, of its unaided 
efforts— he did not rely therefore on the native powers of his mind 
alone, great as they were, but applied himself closely to the avo- 
cations of the closet. He was not only a man of extraordinary 
industry, but of quick perception, and various information. His 
genius prompted him to conceive with celerity all the varied and 
diverse relations of those subjects, to which the bent of his mind 
more particularly attached liim — he was therefore, a rapid writer. 
He possessed a memory remarkably, nay extraordinarily tena- 
cious and faithful, particularly with respect to facts and chronolo- 
gical events. He never forgot what he once determined to re- 
member, hence he read with great advantage; and though his 
reading was always desultory, irregular, and to all appearance 
hasty — he was able to make the most profitable use of it. Ho 
possessed a good judgment, much imagination, and a taste for the 
fine arts. He was indeed a man of uncommon genius and excel- 
lent professional talents* 

As a medical teacher, he was eloquent, instructive, and when 
occasion called for it, quite pathetick. Hi? voice was good, though 
attenuated, penetrating, and sometimes rather sharp— his enuncia- 
tion clear and distinct— his pronunciation constrained, and his 
emphasis, owing to his remarkable kind of punctuation, and a de- 
sire to be perspicuously understood, was studied, forced, and often 
inappropriate. In his lectures, his diction was cacpphonus and 
unpleasant. 
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As a writer, he is ingenious, rich in facts, profound in re* 
search, and always abounding in useful information. He wanted, 
however, in a great degree, a talent for generalizing. Hence his 
various works are characterized by an egregious want of method, 
or perspicuous arrangement. His style, it must be confessed, is 
always diffuse, inelegant, and frequently tautological. As he never 
corrected what he once wrote, or at least but rarely, these defects 
in his composition were the natural consequences of his vehemence 
in writing. His punctuation is truly remarkable, and, for a man 
of his discernment and extensive reading, singularly incorrect. 

As a physician, he discovered a mind quick in discriminating 
diseases, skilful in the application of appropriate remedies, 
though he certainly was a very cautious if not timid practitioner. 
No man read more extensively on the subject of diseases — in fret 
he was deeply versed in pathological knowledge, derived from 
books. As however his medical practice was never very exten- 
sive, his practical observations delivered in his lectures were stri- 
kingly marked with the evidences of overweening caution. Hence 
he recommended to his pupils, and always employed himself, unu« 
sually small doses of medicine. He was however in the main, an 
observing and intelligent practitioner, and was remarkably assidu- 
ous in his attentions, and soothing in his behaviour to his patients. 

In figure he was tall, and exceedingly well formed; in mid* 
die life he might be considered as having been handsome. His 
physiognomy was strongly expressive of intelligence, and his eye 
was remarkably fine and penetrating. 

In temperament he was irritable and even cholerick. His 
spirits were irregular, his manners consequently variable, impetu- 
ous, vehement. These repeated vacillations between equanimity 
and depression, were generally owing to the sudden and repeated 
attacks of his continual earthly companion— irregular gout 

In familiar conversation he was often elegant, remarkably fa- 
cetious, but never witty. 

As a parent, he was kind, tender and indulgent, to a fruit 
He possessed some high virtues; among the most elevated of 
them, was his unaffected love of country. Indeed, his patriotic)^ 
feelings were not only strong, but frequently expressed with un- 
deserved warmth. He always spoke with extreme impatience of 
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the arrogance of pretending foreigners of the literary grade, too 
many of whom resort to our country, being nothing in their own, 
and perpetually insult us by their vain and insufferable denuncia- 
tions of our claims to national genius, talents and learning. 

Such, gentlemen, was the late Professor Barton! May not 
fcuch a man be truly called great? Before he had completed the 
fiftieth year of his age, the world was deprived of his talents — his 
country, more particularly, of his usefulness, and his family of a 
kind and affectionate protector. While the exit of so ardent a 
lover of the pursuits of science has given serious occasion to its 
remaining votaries to deplore his loss, may we not hope that they 
Will emulate his talents and his worth! 


FOE THE PORT FOLIO. 

THE FIRST OF APRIL, OR ALL FOOL’S DAY. 

While April morn her Folly’s throne exalt* 

While Dob calls Nell, and laughs because she halts; 

While Nell meets Tom, and says his tail is loose. 

And laughs in turn and calls poor Tom a goose; 

Let us, my Muse, through Folly’s harvest (Inge, 

And glean some moral into Wisdom’s grange. 

Perses on Several Occasions, London , 1788. 

A custom, says u The Spectator , 0 prevails every where among 
us on the first of April, when every body strives to make as many 
fools as he can. The wit chiefly consists in sending persons on 
What are called sleeveless errands , for the History qf Eve 9 * Mo- 
ther , for pidgeon 9 s milk , with similar ridiculous errands. He takes 
no notice of the rise of this singular kind of anniversary. 

The French too have their Ail Fool's Day, and call the per- 
son imposed upon, an April Jish, “ poison d’AvriL” Bellenger, 
in his French proverbs, endeavours at the following explanation 
of this custom: the word poison , he contends, is corrupted through 
the ignorance of the people from “ passion;” and length of time has 
' almost totally defaced the original intention, which was to com- 
memorate the passion of our Saviour. That took place about this 
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time of the year, and as the Jews sent the son of man backwards 
and forwards to mock and torment him, i. c. from Annas to Caia- 
phas, from him to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod, and thence again 
to Pilate, this ridiculous or rather impious custom took its rise, 
by which we send about from one place to another such persons 
as we think proper objects of out* ridicule. Such is Bellenger’s 
explanation. 

There is nothing, hardly, says the author of the essay to re- 
trieve the ancient Celtic, that will bear a clearer demonstration, 
than that the primitive Christians, by way of conciliating the pa- 
gans to a better worship, humoured their prejudices by yielding 
to a conformity of names, and even of customs, where they did 
not essentially interfere with the fundamentals of the gospel doc- 
trine. This was done in order to quiet their possession, and to 
secure their tenure: an admirable expedient, and extremely fit in 
those barbarous times to prevent the people from returning to their 
old religion. Among these, in imitation of the Roman Saturnalia, 
was the Festum Fatuorum , when part of the jollity of the season 
was a burlesque election of a mock pope, mock cardinals, mock bish- 
ops, attended with a thousand ridiculous and indecent ceremonies, 
gambols, and antics, such as singing and dancing in the churches, 
in lewd attitudes, to ridiculous anthems, all allusively to the ex- 
ploded pretensions of the Druids, whom these sports were calcu- 
lated to expose to scorn and derision. 

This feast of fools, he continues, had its designed effect; and 
contributed, perhaps, more to the extermination of those heathens 
than all the collateral aid of fire and sword, neither of which were 
spared in the persecution of them. The continuance of customs, 
especially droll ones, which suit the gross taste of the multitude, 
after the original cause of them has ceased, is a great, but no un- 
common absurdity. 

The epithet old fools (in the northern and old English auld) 
does not ill accord with the pictures of Druids which have been 
transmitted to us. The united appearance of wisdom, age, and sanc- 
tity, which these ancient priests assumed, doubtless contributed 
in no small degree to the deception of the people. The Christian 
teachers, in their labours to undeceive the fettered multitudes, 
would probably spare no pains to pull off the masks from these 
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venerable hypocrites, and point out to their converts that age was 
not always synonymous with wisdom; that youth was not the pe- 
culiar period of folly; and that together with young, there were 
old fool*. 

Should the above be considered as a forced interpretation, it 
can be offered in apology that, in joining the scattered fragments 
that survive the mutilation of ancient customs, we must be for- 
given if all the parts are not found closely to agree. Little of 
the means of conjecture has been transmitted to us; and that lit- 
tle can only be eked out by conjecture. 

In poor Robin’s almanac for 1760 there is a metrical descrip#- 
tion of the modem fooleries on the first of April, with an open 
avowal of ignorance as to the origin: 

The first of April tome do say, 

Is set apart for all-fool* day ; 

But why the people call it so. 

Nor I, nor they themselves do know- ^ 

But on this day are people sent 
On purpose for pure merriment; 

And though the day is known before. 

Yet frequently there is great store 

Of these forgetfuls to be found, x 

Who’re sent to dance Moll Discbn'i round. 

And, having tried each shop and stall. 

And disappointed at them all. 

At last some tells them of the cheat. 

Then they return from the pursuit. 

And straightway home with shame they run, 

And others laugh at what is done. 

But ’tis a thing to be disputed. 

Which is the greatest fool reputed. 

The man that innocently went. 

Or he that him design’dly sent. 

In Ward’s “ War of the Elements,” London 1706, in his epK 
taph on the French prophet, who was to make his resurrection on 
the 25th of May, he says, 

O’ th’ first of April had the scene .been laid, 

I should have laugh’d to’ve seen the living made 
Such Jlprtl fool * and blpckhcad* by the dead* 

voh. i*. o o 
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Goldsmith, in his Vicar of Wakefield, speaks of rustics who 
showed their wit on the 1st of April. 

So, in “ The First of April, or Triumphs of Folly,” London, 
1797: 

'Twat on the mom when April doth appear, 

t 

And wets the primrose with its maiden tear; 

Twas on the mom when laughing Folly rulto , 

And calls her sons around and dubs them fools. 

Bids them be bold, some untried path explore. 

And do such deeds as fools ne'er did before. — 

See the World No. 10, for some pleasant remarks on this sub- 
ject, supposed to be from the pen of lord Orford. See a forced con- 
jecture on the origin of this custom, which is scarcely worth copy- 
ing, in the fifty-third Gentleman’s Magazine, for July 1783. There 
is another vague guess in the British Apollo, London, 1708, which 
is ridiculed in a subsequent part of the same work; but I dare not 
transcribe either. 

T. Row, which is well known as the nom de guerre of the 
venerable Dr. Pegge', accounts for it in this way. The year for? 
merly began as to some purposes, and in some respects, on the 25th 
of March, which was supposed to be the incarnation of our Lord; 
and it is certain that the commencement of the new. year, at what- 
ever time that was supposed to be, was always esteemed a high 
festival. Now great festivals were usually attended with an oc- 
tave (Gent. Mag. 1762. p. 568.) that is, they were wont to conti- 
nue eight days, of which the first and last were the principal; and 
you will find the first of April is the octave of the 25th March, and 
the close or ending, consequently, of that feast, which was both 
the festival of the annunciation and of the new year. Hence as I 
take it, it became a day of extraordinary mirth and festivity, espe- 
cially among the lower sorts, who are apt to pervert and make 
bad use of institutions, which at first might be very laudable in 
themselves. 

The custom prevails in Sweden, as we learn from Toreen's 
voyage to China. In Lisbon, as we are informed by Mr. Southey 
(Letters from Spain and Portugal p. 497) they play the fool on the 
Sunday and Monday preceding Lent. 

KT 
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FOR THE PORT FOLIO.— THE AMERICAN LOUNGER— No. 50 fc 
* by SAMUEL SAUNTER, ESq. 

Upon returning to ray study, after my initiation into the con- 
federacy of men of letters, who have united for the purpose of 
amusing the lovers of polite literature, the nature of the pledge 
of co-operation which I had just given, led me into a train of re- 
flections, on the different writers who have successively* adorned 
the English language by periodical papers. The ready finger of 
memory pointed to the illustrious names of Steele, Addison, 
Johnson, and others, whose performances are the models of our 
infant and the companions of our riper years. While I was pur- 
suing this interesting train of recollections, I insensibly found 
myself within a spacious edifice, divided into apartments, which 
seemed to be occupied by a multitude of inhabitants 

Upon entering the first apartment which presented itself, I 
discovered a person who was busily employed in painting. The 
productions of his fertile pencil were numerous and diversified. 
He seemed to draw from nature only; and so far as I could form 
an opinion from his first essays, he began without the advantage 
of precedent or instruction. The style and colouring of these was 
irregular, and in the disposition or grouping of his different ob- 
jects there was an appearance of irregularity and confusion. The 
manners of the times, satire, politics, wars, and gallantry were all 
mingled together in the composition of a single piece. But he 
gradually became more perfect, and his later works were much 
more finished and unique. His appearance displayed a genius to 
invent and a capacity to execute, without much preparation: but 
his works showed rudeness and haste, and I was of opinion, that 
he would have succeeded much better, had he lived after those 
who pursued the same track as himself. 

Leaving this person, I passed into an adjoining apartment, 
where 1 found another, engaged in a similar employment. I was 
informed, that the door between the two rooms always stood open, 
and that the friendly artists maintained an uninterrupted inter- 
course, consulting each other on their labours, and sometimes 
assisting in the same picture. 
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The room was light and airy: it was built in the attic taste, 
and remarkable for the simplicity and neatness of its decorations. 
It was hung round with numerous specimens of the skill of the 
artist: in them were displayed many different subjects: but his 
chief object seemed to be to delineate the manners of the age in 
which he lived. There was a light gayety in his manner, mingled 
with a decorum and chasteness which increased the pleasure of the 
beholder, the longer he viewed the pictures. I was not, at first, 
surprised or delighted; but the calm soberness of the shades in- 
sensibly stole over my mind, and I felt, that the oftener I inspected 
them, the more their fascination increased. In short, they seemed 
to possess that magical charm which bids defiance to the powers 
of description or imitation, but which irresistibly rivets the atten- 
tion, and raps the beholder in a pleasing and tranquil admiration. 

It was with difficulty that I tore myself from the contempla* 
tion of these enchanting pieces, to survey the master. He was en- 
gaged in a small piece, similar in size to many others which were 
hung round the room. His pencil moved with ease and rapidity, and 
it seemed that he did but copy from'an abundance of distinct images 
with which his mind was stored. The first strokes of his pencil 
were so vivid and faithful to the design, that he seldom retouched 
his lights and shades, and when he did, I thought that his correc- 
tions. were not improvements. What he gained in polish he lost 
in animation, and, if possible, the hues of the original draft were 
the richest and most captivating. 

In his features I beheld the sober dignity of the philosopher 
mingled with the cheerful graces of the courtier. He appeared to 
be qualified to teach wisdom to princes, while the charms of his 
manner rendered the most solemn advice agreeable to the un- 
learned and the ignoble. Devoid of all affectation or reserve, he 
made his pictures more pleasing by throwing into them many little 
tints of his own character and thoughts; and he had the peculiar 
art of making that egotism which we condemn in others, a source 
of new pleasure and fascination. 

I left these enchanting scenes with regret, which was increas- 
ed by a despair of finding others so delightful. Through a long 
corridor, which was.directly opposite, I discovered another cham- 
ber, to which I immediately repaired. 
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This was, in every respect, different from that which I had. 
just quitted. The ornaments of the room, though chiselled and 
polished, with the most classical taste, exhibited a Gothic magni- 
ficence which inspired the mind with sensations of awe and reve- 
rence. The pictures partook of the same character. Their sub- 
jects were gloomy, and the master seemed to have aimed at show- 
ing his power in depicting scenes of melancholy and darkness. 
They were, however, wrought with such inimitable force and 
correctness, that the most prying connoisseur could not detect a 
fault. I admired the splendid genius of the painter, and the vast 
extent, boldness, and grandeur of liis pencil, which left nothing, 
scarcely, untouched, and which ornamented whatever it did touch: 
yet I could not avoid being overcome with a gloominess of mind, 
a sadness of soul, according with the views before me; and I felt 
myself disposed to sit down and weep over the miseries of hu- 
manity. 

My attention, however, was withdrawn from this contempla- 
tion by the remarkable appearance of their author, who was cloth- 
ed in a suit of sable velvet. With a stem countenance he was 
taking from his gloomy pallet a shade of deep black, for the pic- 
ture before him. His face wore an air of grandeur, tinctured with 
melancholy: but it was overcast with a magisterial severity, which 
made me hesitate to approach him. In strongly marked lines I 
saw wisdom, learning, and sage counsels written on his brow, but 
accompanied with a forbidding mien, which repressed my curio- 
sity, and inspired repugnance and fear. 

Ah! I exclaimed, here are fit resorts for those who despond 
in spirit, and seek companions in melancholy — for the misanthrope 
w ho wants arguments to justify his hatred of mankind, and for 
those who are too happy, if any such exist; whose joy requires to 
be checked in its fleeting career— but virtue may certainly ven- 
ture to wear a more attractive garb; and I prefer courting her 
when her countenance is irradiated by the smiles of cheerfulness, 
and decent pleasures attend her footsteps. 

His room was filled with a train of sycophants, both male and 
female. Some of them were flattering his vanity, in strains of ful- 
some adulation, which he sometimes repressed with indignant 
contempt, and again received with eager attention; while others 
were gratifying the curiosity of his visiters by narrating the events 
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of his life. As soon as he received any money for his pictures, I 
observed that it was instantly distributed among the blind and the 
needy, and that when this resource was exhausted, he gave them 
sketches of designs, to exchange for food. His mind appeared to 
be enlarged and invigorated by long habits of contemplation and 
inquiry. His vigorous intellect and insatiable curiosity had sup- 
plied him with an abundant store of knowledge, which he freely 
imparted to younger painters, who listened to him with that undi- 
minished attention which is due to the precepts of oracular wis- 
dom. His conversation with these persons alternately displayed 
the most brilliant scintillations of wit, the habitual piety of the 
religious, the gloomy superstition of the weak, and the awful 
dread of death of the wicked. His studies, I understood, were de- 
sultory and irregular, and from the rapidity with which his hand 
passed over the canvass, it was evident that he could ramble with 
ease from images the most near and familiar to the display of ob- 
jects the most remote and profound. Owing to his habits of close 
attention, his eye-sight was imperfect, but his hand was so accu- 
" rate, that he scarcely ever retouched his pictures. . 

Quitting a scene which agitated my mind with emotions the 
most various and conflicting, I passed through many other rooms 
which were filled with inferior artists, who were sedulously em- 
ployed in the same manner as those whom I have described: but 
the impressions w'hich their labours made upon my mind were too 
feeble and indistinct to enable me to recollect their peculiar cha- 
racters. Their works, in general, were but imitations of the great 
men whose rooms I had visited. 

The fate of these performances was different. Some of them 
occasionally approached the originality and ease of the first artist 
whom I have described, the magic neatness and perspicuity ef the 
second, and the force and correctness of the third; and their co- 
lours possessed a durability, which seemed to promise an equal 
immortality to their Ambition. The pictures of others were bril- 
liant and glowing at first, but they faded after a time, and at length 
vanished so entirely, that no trace of the outline remained upon 
the canvass. — Fired with the example of the great artists before 
me, and enraptured by the prospect of the perennial fame which 
they had acquired, I exclaimed with enthusiastic fervour, 

AND I ALSO WILL BE A PAINTER! 
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Instantly seizing a pallet and brush, I proceeded to fill up a va- 
cant canvass which stood before me. I completed the picture, and 
was attentively waiting to see the effects of time upon my colours, 
when the rays of the morning sun darted through my curtains, 
and dissipated the illusions of slumber. 

I am delighted to recognise, in the ensuing epistle, the pen of 
au old associate. Our cousin and ally, Oliver the Fourth , must de- 
rive no slight degree of confidence from the alacrity which the 
friends of his ancestor have displayed, in the transmission of their 

adhesion*. 

Fie on't! Oh, 6e! 'tis an unweeded garden, 

That grows to seed; thiugs rank and gross in nature 
Possess it merely. — Shaktpkaue. 

u What a miserable world is this!*' is an exclamation of such 
every day occurrence, that while there are few whose acquaint- 
ance with the unhappiness of others is so limited as to exempt 
them from the necessity of often hearing it, there arc, perhaps, 
still fewer whose condition is so enviable as to dispose them al- 
ways to dispute its truth. Though frequently the disgusting off- 
spring of morbid sentiment, querulous discontent, or whining 
affectation, it is sometimes known to escape the lips of those who 
are wise enough to know, that “ man is born to trouble, as the 
sparks fly upwards,” and virtuous enough to be sensibje that it is 
their duty to sustain the calamities of the world with the fortitude 
that becomes “ a brave man struggling with the storms of fate.” It 
is so true, too, that “ Misery loves company,” that even the best of 
us will sometimes derive consolation from the reflection, that this 
is indeed M a miserable world,” in which even the happiest children 
of prosperity know their moments of ennui, grief, or despondency, 
when they will feel disposed to confess, with Solomon, that u all 
is vanity and vexation of spirit.” 

It is remarkable that these truths, whose force the experi- 
ence of almost every one renders it impossible to escape, should 
not have a greater influence than they are known to have, upon 
many of the vices with which the world abounds. 

Oh! for a lodge in tome vast wilderness, 

Some boundless contiguity of shade, 
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Where rumour of oppression and deceit. 

Of unsuccessful or successful war. 

Might never reach me more. My ear is^ained, 

My soul is sick, with every day’s report 
Of wrong and outrage with which earth is filled. 

There is no flesh in man’s obdurate heart. 

He does not feel for man.” 

So sang the melancholy author of the Task, and not without 
. reason. The miseries, however, of which Cowper complains, are 
not those which now engage our attention, so much as those more 
domestic vices, and particularly that kind of selfishness so com- 
mon in the world, that makes most of us, so long as we ourselves 
are comfortable, indifferent to the unhappiness of those around 
us; even of those whose connection with us by the ties of blood , 
/Hendshifi , or humanity , creates a peculiar claim upon our sym- 
pathy, and our insensibility to which almost compels us to believe 
that 

■ — — The nat'ral bond 

Of brotherhood it tevered as the flax 
That fells asunder at the touch of fire. 

Amidst the greater miseries to which the poet alludes, there 
is yet something to be found of consolation to the nobler feelings 
of our nature. Even amidst the M death-shade” of those momen- 
tous vices which generate contentions and wars between the na- 
tions of the earth, we are gratified by the spectacle of one heart 
and soul pervading so many thousands of beings, and urging them, 
in despite of every minor consideration, and in contempt of all 
personal dangers and sufferings, to one great, common, and glo- 
rious object. In the picture of nations contending for their glory, 
honour, or salvation, the slighter shades of human littleness are 
sunk in the dazzling brightness of the loftiest feelings that swell 
the heart. The holy enthusiasm of patriotic devotion, the ardent 
aspirations after fame, and “ longings after immortality,” are then 
predominant emotions, while deeds of chivalry and high renown 
are the only actions that engage attention. 

But, when “ War has smoothed his wrinkled front,” in the still- 
ness of peace and tranquillity, and civil life, when, no longer intent 
upon a common interest, and animated only by the desire of indi- 
vidual advantage, we are left at leisure to contemplate each other’s 
condition, it is then that the “ miseries of the world,” of whiqh wc 
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now complain* and among which selfishness has so conspicuous an 
agency, are most seen and felt. The narrow sphere of domestic 
pursuits, in which each individual, occupied only by the paltry 
round of his own gratifications* becomes a sort of little potentate 
in himself, actuated by all the vulgar interests, without the nobler 
views that sway a nation’s conduct — this constitutes a picture, 
which, wanting the relief of the more elevated feelings of our 
nature, leaves us but too much at liberty to repose on those traits 
that a make the world the wilderness it is.” Then, u charity” is 
seen not only “ beginning,” but too often ending M at home;” w and 
what is friendship but a name.” Generosity “ is still an emptier 
sound,” and M sympathy for another’s wo,” is reserved to bedew 
the pages of fictitious sorrow, or u stream at theatre;” while the 
duties of that religion, which commands us to “ love the Lord our 
God, with all our heart’, and with all our soul, and with all our 
mind,” and “ our neighbour as ourself,” and informs us, that u on 
these two commandments hang all the law, and the prophets,” are 
supposed to be so abundantly complied with, as certainly to far 
sure us a place in heaven, “ when we shall be under the absolute 
necessity of going there,” by the wretched, reluctant, formal con- 
tribution of our Sunday’s contingent to God and man. 

Now we have no doubt that all this will shock the tender sen- 
sibility, or excite the wrath, of many a “ lady fair,” or M gentle 
knight,” since we believe that, though our state of society may not 
teem with the many-coloured follies of London or Paris, yet that it 
is old enough in vice, for these discourteous remarks to find many 
a reader of either sex, whose self-complacency will be insufficient 
to prevent their impertinent consciences from whispering to then^ 
* the emperor means me.” We, however, most solemnly disclaim 
all intention of personality, in any thing we have said, or may here- 
after say, though, according to the prescriptive right of all Specta- 
tors, Idlers, Ramblers, Loungers, &c. &c. to “ catch the manners 
living as they rise,” “ shoot folly as it flies,” and u cleanse the foul 
body of the infected world,” we have no sort of objection to go so 
for, since M ’tis our vocation,” as to say to all the world, u Qui 
capit, ille focit.” 

We have heretofore condemned the habit of complaining of 
Ae miseries of the world, because of its inefficacy, as we haye 
vol. i. r p 
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also all those complaints which proceed from mere affectation, dis- 
content, or a too refined sensibility, because of their injustice; nor 
do we indulge the hope, that those which spring from a better 
foundation will so far reform the world, as to banish from it the 
selfishness with which it abounds. Our own experience, however, 
satisfies us that the exclamation which constitutes the ground-work 
of these remarks, may sometimes be the honest expression of the 
sufferings of a noble heart, in no culpable way accessary to its own 
misfortunes. In such cases it is neither the fruit of “ envy, ha- 
tred, malice or uncharitableness” towards others, but merely the 
occasional, irrepressible effusion of real anguish of heart, as M sighs 
and tears by nature grow on pain.” To turn a deaf ear to such 
complaints, or to attempt to silence them by our authority, would 
be to furnish evidence against ourselves, of a worse opinion of the 
« forldy than even such accusations import. Bad as the world is, 
we are satisfied there are yet some noble hearts in it, that have 
many of God’s attributes stamped upon them; and should the at- 
tention of such be drawn by our feeble voice, towards the suffer- 
ings of many a kindred soul, we shall not have reason to lament 
either our credulity in believing in the existence of “ merit in dis- 
tress,” or our charity in supposing that there are many in w the 
World,” whose sympathy for their kind, is yet sufficient to redeem 
them from the charge of selfishness. 

Clarkndel. 


FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

. DESCRIPTION OF ST. MICHAEL’S CAVE, IN THE BOCK OF 

GIBRALTAR. 

Extract from the journal of one of the officer s of the army , enga- 
ged in the late expedition against Algiers. 

This morning I set out in company with Mr. — 

$nd a young American gentleman residing at Gibraltar, to visit 
St. Michael’s cave, which is on the southern end of the rock. 
The day was excessively hot; and we had to ascend, as we had 
done tile day before, by steep and rugged paths. When we had 
accomplished about half our journey, we cameto a place of bu- 
rial belonging to the J ews — the grave-stones in which were cut hi 
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singular shapes and inscribed with Hebrew characters. After an 
arduous ascent of an hour and a half we reached the mouth of the 
cave, which is about 1 100 feet above the level of the sea. We 
sat down for a few moments to cool ourselves before we ventured 
into its damp atmosphere, and to enjoy the extensive prospect 
which the immense heights we had reached afforded us. We then 
entered the cave, by an aperture of about 8 or 10 feet in diame- 
ter, descending at an angle of about 45 degrees. As we proceed- 
ed, we found the passage gradually opening until it increased to a 
cavern of an immense size, and a most hideous appearance. The 
vault is hung with corruscations resembling icicles, of various si- 
zes, and of a thousand fantastic shapes. At the distance of about 
30 or 40 paces from the entrance, several passages present them- 
selves, branching off in different directions. They arc all rug- 
ged, difficult and dangerous; sometimes, rising abruptly, at others 
descending; in some places impeded by steep declivities, and at 
others crossed by caverns of unfathomable depth. We explored 
one of these passages for a short distance, but being unfortunately 
not provided with lights, it soon became so dark that it was im- 
practicable to proceed further. Some years ago a British officer 
explored the cave to a distance (he says) of 300 yards, which was 
further than any other person had yet ventured. He left his watch 
and sword at the furthest limit of his discoveries, to be the prize 
of any one who would venture to bring them out. 

The inhabitants of Gibraltar have an idea, which by tradition 

» 

appears to be of long standing, that the cave extends under the 
bed of the sea to the Barbary shore, where it has a vent, and be- 
lieve that the monkies which are very numerous on the upper 
part of the rock, first migrated thence through this passage, 
and still frequently use it for the purpose of visiting their mother 
country. They attempt to support this idea by a variety of sto- 
ries and circumstances. Among others they relate a story of a 
monkey who was cropped and marked in a particular maimer, set 
at liberty on the rock of Gibraltar, and afterwards caught on 
Ape’s Hill in Africa. Be this as it may, I am assured from a re- 
spectable source, that it is a fact, that these animals which at some 
seasons are very numerous, at others entirely disappear; and as 
there is no other outlet by which they could leave the rock, with- 
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out a pass from the commanding officer, they must either be hid- 
den in some of its cavities, or have gone for purposes best known 
to themselves, to the other continent. 

After leaving the cave we ascended the rock until we reach- 
ed its highest and most southern pinnacle. This peak is so narrow 
and the declivity of the rock so steep, that you may look down on 
either side to its base. A flat surface of about 20 feet has been 
levelled at the very summit, where there is a tower, called u O'Ha- 
ra's Folly,” from general O'Hara, by whom it was erected, part of 
which has been thrown down by a stroke of lightning. 

Here we enjoyed an extensive and sublime prospect. We 
saw at once, the straits of Calpe, the Mediterranean sea, the coast 
of Barbary, and the mountains of Grenada and Andalusia, w lands 
of the dark eyed maid and dusky Moor.” One of the / rillars of 
Hercules was beneath our feet, and the other arrested the eye, and 
recalled the tales of ancient mythology. Upon a more minute 
view, as the features of the scene are successively discovered, it 
becomes highly interesting. Casting the eye below on either side, 
we discerned “ those mortal engines whose rude throats can coun- 
terfeit the dread clamours of Jove,” and those gigantic bulwarks 
of nature and art which have been the wonder and admiration of 
the world; which have been possessed successively by the Moor, 
the Spaniard, and the Briton, and have cost probably more lives 
than Alexander expended in conquering half the world — * Such 
are the effects of the ambition of kings! ten dervises shall sleep 
upon a single carpet in peace, while two kings shall quarrel 
though they have oceans to divide them!” 

The town of Gibraltar appeared also, as it were in miniature, 
so directly under us, that with the assistance of Le Sage’s friendly 
devil to unroof the houses, we could have penetrated at one glance 
into them all. The bay, covered with the ships of all nations, was 
not the least interesting feature. Stretching the eye across it in a 
northwesterly direction, we discovered the town of Algeziras, and 
a league to the northward of it the village of St. Roche. Near 
this are the hills on which the Spanish batteries were erected du- 
ring the siege of Gibraltar by that nation, in the year 1782; the 
fields on which their numerous armies encamped; and fort St. 
Barbe, which formed the right of their lines. This to the soldier 
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is classic ground! Fancy marshals around him in battle array, the 
heroes 

“ That for a phantasy, and trick of fame, 
u Go to their graves like beds; 
he sees in imagination 

“ The plumed troop and the big wars, 

“ That make ambition virtue; 

and he looks with veneration and enthusiasm upon the,spot which 
has been consecrated by the blood of thousands to valour, perse- 
verance and glory! With the help of a glass, the traces of the 
Spanish works may yet be discerned;— the trenches and epaul- 
ments of general Alvarez and a large stone tower called the Tower 
of the Mill, are still to be seen. A hill also was pointed out to 
me, upon the summit of which, when Gibraltar was in possession 
of the Moors, and besieged by the Spanish, the queen of Spain 
placed her chair of state, vowing that it should be her only throne 
until the fortress was taken. Her vow and her ambitious hopes were 
both broken by the repulse of her army. I recollect to have read 
the anecdote before, but do not remember the name of this ama- 
zonian warrior. 

Turning from these warlike scenes, and directing the eye 
along the shores of the Mediterranean, the prospect extends as far 
as Cape Molerino, a distance of 20 leagues. The intermediate 
country is beautifully variegated by lofty mountains and fertile val- 
lies, covered with forests and vineyards. The towns of Esteponne 
and Marabclla are also to be seen. On the Barbary shore, Mons 
Abyla, now called Ape’s Hill, and the town of Ceuta may be dis- 
cerned. The latter is a fortified place, in possession of the Spa- 
niards. 

I could not behold these scenes without a mixture of awe and 
regret. The page of history opened itself to my view, and the 
tales of chivalry rushed across my recollection. I saw at once 
the countries of the haughty Spaniard and the daring Moor of other 
days. The Moor celebrated for his courage, generosity, and no- 
bleness of mind, conqueror of Spain and seated on the throne 
of its kings, ruled a subjected people with justice and modera- 
tion. In an age of barbarity and ignorance, they cultivated the 
sc ences and domestic virtues, and the reigns of the Mohameds 
and the Abdarharmans became brilliant, from the private virtues 
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as well as the public qualities of those princes; among whom were 
poets, philosophers, historians, and great captains, as well as good 
kings. The libraries and public buildings at Seville and Cordova, 
still remain as monuments pf their taste and munificence. ' 

The Moor civilized Spain, and Spain civilized Europe. A 
military spirit was kiudl?d in Spain, which proved the downfall of 
the Moorish dynasty. The spirit of chivalry which first broke 
forth among her mountains soon spread throughout Europe, sof- 
tening the manners and correcting the vices of the age. For as 
generosity, disinterestedness, and all the noblest qualities of the 
mind accompany courage and military virtue, so, where the latter 
predominates, the former will ever be found conspicuous. 

Of' these nations, once rivals in greatness, it is hard to tell 
which is the most degraded. The high minded and gallant 
Moors are sunk into untutored, unfeeling savages, the slaves of 
tyrants, and scarcely numbered on the list of nations. The Spa- 
niards have become proverbial for their ignorance and imbecility, 
and the lower classes of her people are not a whit behind their 
African neighbours in their rapid progress towards a state of na- 
ture. If “ ignorance is bliss,” this nation would indeed be su- 
premely happy. , * 


FOR THE PORT FOLlo! 

LETTER FROM LADY JANE GREY TO DR. AYLMER. 

Mad. db Stabl has published an essay on Suicide, to which she has ad- 
ded a letter of her own composition, but which is supposed to be written by 
lady Jane Gray, the grand niece of Henry VIII. Of the latter one of our 
friends has favoured us with the following translation. It is in every respect 
faithful to the vigour and elegance of the original, and excites a regret that 
Mad. de Stael had uot always been blessed with to fair an interpreter. Lady 
Jane Gray, as wc learn from the best of the English historians, possessed the 
most amiable character, was accomplished by the best education, both in litera- 
ture and religion; and was every way worthy of a crown. She had attained a 
familiar knowledge of the Roman and Greek languages, besides modern tongues. 
The learned Roger Ascliam, having one day paid her a visit, found her employ- 
ed in reading Plato, while the rest of the family were eugaged in a party of 
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bunting in the park; and on his admiring the singularity of her choice, she told 
him that she received more pleasure from that author than the others could reap 
from all their sport and gayety. Her heart, full of this passion for literature and 
the elegant arts, and of tenderness towards her husband, who was worthy of her 
affections, had never opened itself to the flattering allurements of ambition; and 
the intelligence of her elevation to the throne was not agreeable to her. She 
even refused to accept of the present; pleaded the preferable title of the two 
princesses; expressed a dread of the consequences attending an enterprise so 
dangerous, not to say so criminal; and desired to remain in the private statical 
in which she was bom Overcome at last by the entreaties rather than the rea- 
sons of her father and father-in-law, and above all of her husband, she submit- 
ted to their will, and was prevailed on to relinquish her own judgment. But her 
party was not strong enough to support her. After the vain pageantry of wear- 
ing a crown during ten days, Mary ascended the throne, and the lady Jane, re- 
turned to a private life with more satisfaction than she felt when the royalty 
was tendered to her. She and lord Guilford, her husband, were brought to tri- 
al, and sentence was pronounced against them, but without any present inten- 
tion of putting it in execution. The youth and innocence of the persons, neither 
of whom had reached their seventeenth year, pleaded sufficiently in their favour. 

But in the following year, the duke of Suffolk having excited a rebellion, 
his guilt was imputed to lady Jane, and the queen, incapable of generosity or ' 
clemency, determined to remove every person from whom the least danger 
could be apprehended. Warning was accordingly given to her to prepare for 
death; a doom which she had long expected, and which the innocence of her 
life, as well as the misfortunes to which she had been exposed, rendered nowise 
unwelcome to her. On the scaffold she made a speech to the by-standers; in 
which the mildness of her disposition led her to take the whole of the blame on 
herself, without uttering one complaint against the severity with which she had 
been treated. She said that her offence was not the having laid her hand upon 
the crown, but the not rejecting it with sufficient constancy: that she had less 
erred through ambition than through reverence to her parents, whom she had 
been taught to respect and obey: that she willingly received death as the only 
satisfaction she could now make to the injured state; and though her infringe- 
ment of the laws had been constrained, she should show by her voluntary sub- 
mission to their sentence, that she was desirous to atone for that disobedience 
into which too much filial piety had betrayed her: that she had justly deserved 
this punishment for being made the instrument, though the unwilling instrument, 
of the ambition of others: and that the story of her life, she hoped, might at 
least lie useful, by proving that innocence excuses not great misdeeds, if they 
tend to the destruction of the commonwealth. After uttering these words, 
she caused herself to be disrobed by her women; and with a serene countenance 
submitted herself to the executioner. 

We shall only add to this brief abridgment of her mournful story, that 
the fact of poison being offered to her by her tutor, is, li]ce the whole epistle, a 
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fiction of Mad. de Stad. It is true that, during her imprisonment, she addressed 
a letter in the Greek language to hep sister, in which she defended her religion 
by all the topics then in use: but Ascham would hate been among the last to re- 
commend self-destruction. That he was a pious man we have the testimony of 
his friends and the evidence of his writings. This explanation we deem an act 
of justice, to a favourite author. 

The following letter may have been written in the month of February 1554; 
this much is certain, that at that epoch, which is that of the death of lady Jane, 
she maintained, firota h6r prison, a constant correspondence with her friends and 
relations; and to her last moment her philosophical spirit and religious firmness 
never forsook her. 

Lady Jane Grey to Doctor Aylmer. 

It is to you, my worthy friend, I owe that religious instruction, that life of 
faith which alone can endure for ever: my last thoughts are addressed to you in 
the solemn trial to which I am condemned. Three months have elapsed since 
the sentence of death, which the queen caused to be pronounced against my hus- 
band and myself, as a punishment for that unhappy reign of nine days, for that 
crown of thorns, which rested on my head, only to mark it for destruction. I 
believed, l avow to jou, that the intention of Mary was, to intimidate me by 

this sentence, but I did not imagine that she wished to shed my blood, which is 

/ 

also hers. It appeared to me my youth would have been sufficient to excuse 
me, when it should be proved, that for n long time I resisted the melancholy 
honours with which I was menaced, and that my deference to the wishes of the 
duke of Northumberland, my father-in-law, was alone able to mislead me to the 
fault I have committed; but it is not to accuse my enemies, I write to you; they 
are the inbtrumcnts of the will of God, like every other event of this world, 
and 1 ouijht to reflect but upon my own emotions. Enclosed in this tower, I 
live upon my thoughts, and my moral and religious conduot consists only in 
conflicts within myself. 

Yesterday, our friend Ascham came to see me, and the sight of him at. 
first gave me a lively pleasure; it recalled to my mind the recollection of the de- 
lightful and profitable hours I have passed with him in the study of the ancients. 
I wished to converse with him only on those illustrious deaths, the descriptions 
of which have opened to me, a train of reflections without end. Ascham, you 
know, is serious and calm; ho leans upon old age as a support against the evils of 
existence; in fact, the old age of a reflecting being is not feeble; experience and 
faith fortify it, and when the space which remains, is so short, a last effort it 
sufficient to bear us over if; the goal is yet nearer to me than to an old man# hut 
the sufferings accumulated upon my last days will be bitter. 

Ascham announced to me that the queen permitted me to breathe the air 
in the garden of my prison, and 1 cannot express the joy 1 felt at it; it was such 
that our poor friend had not at first the courage to disturb it. We descended 
together, and he permitted me to enjoy for some time that nature, of which I 
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had been, for several months, deprived; it was one of those days at the eloee of 
Winter, which announces Spring. I know not if that beautiful season itself would 
so much have affected my imagination as this presentiment of its return; the 
trees turned their still leafless branches towards the son; the grass was already 
green, a few premature flowers seemed by their perfume, to form a prelude id 
the melody of nature, when die should re-appcar in all her magnificence! The 
air was of an undefinable softness; it seemed as if I heard the voice of God, in 
the invisible and all-powerful breath which at every moment, restored me again 
to life— To life! What have I said! f have thought until this day, that it was my 
right, and now I receive its last benefits as the adieus of a friend. 

I advanced with Aschara towards the borders of the Thames, and we seated 
ourselves in the yet leafless wood, which was soon to be clothed with verdures 
the waves seemed to sparkle with the reflection of the light of heaven; but al- 
though this spectacle was brilliant as a festival, there is always something me- 
lancholy in the course of the waves, and no one can long contemplate them, 
without yielding to those reveries whose charm consists, above every thing, in a 
sort of detachment from ourselves. Ascham perceived the direction of my 
thoughts, and suddenly seizing my hand, and bathing it with tears, * O thou,” 
•aid he, ** who art ever my sovereign, is it for me to acquaint you with the fate 
which menaces you? Your father has assembled your partisans to oppose Mary, 
and this queen, justly detested, charges you with all the love your name has ex- 
cited.” His sobs interrupted him.— “ Continue,” said I to him, “Oh, my 
friend, remember those contemplative beings, who, with a firm countenance, 
have looked upon the deaths even of those who were dear to them; they knew 
whence we came, and whither we go, that is enough.” “ Well,” said he, <( your 
sentence is to be executed, but I bring that succour, which has delivered so ma- 
ny illustrious men from the proscription of tyrants.” This old roan, the friend 
of my youth, then tremblingly offered me the poison, with which he would 
have saved me, at the peril of his life. 1 remembered how often we had toge- 
ther admired certain volantary deaths among the ancients, and I fell into pro- 
found reflection, as if the lights of Christianity were suddenly extinguished in 
me, and I was abandoned to that indecision, from which, even man, in the 
most simple occurrences, finds so much difficulty in extrioatiog himself. As- 
eham fell on his knees before me; his gray head wqs bowed down in my pre- 
sence, and covering his eyes with one hand, with the other he presented me the 
fatal resource he had prepared. I gently repulsed his hand; and renovating 
myself through prayer, found power to answer him, as follows— 

Ascham, said I, yon know with what delight I read with you the philoso- 
phers and poets of Greece andRome; the masculine beauties of their language^ 
the simple energy of their minds, will for ever remain incomparable. Society, 
such as it is constituted in our days, has filled most minds with frivolity and va- 
nity, and wc are not ashamed to live without reflection, without endeavouring to 
understand the wonders of the world, which are created to instruct roan, by 
brilliant and durable symbols. The ancients have gone much beyond us, in this re- 
vol. T. 
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sped, because they made themselves; -but what revelation has planted in the soul 
of a ehristiant is greater than man. From the ideal of the arts, even to the rules of 
conduct, every thing should have relation to religious faith, since fife has no 
other end than to teach immortality. If I fly from the signal misfortune to which 
1 am destined, 1 should not fortify by my example, the hope of those on whom 
my fate ought to have an influence. ancients elevated their souls by the con- 
templation of their own powers — Christians have a witness before whom they 
must live, and die; the ancients sought to glorify human nature; Christians con- 
sider themselves but as the manifestation of God upon earth; the ancients placed 
in the first rank of virtues, that death which freed them from the power of their 
oppressors— Christians prefer that devotion, which subjects us to the will of Pro- 
vidence. Activity and patience have their time by turns; we must make use of 
our will as long as we may thus serve others, and perfect ourselves; hut when 
destiny is, in a manner, face to face with us, our courage consists in awaiting it; 
and to look steadily on our fate is more noble than to turn from it. The 
soul thus concentrating itself in its own mysteries, every external action becomes 
more terrestrial than resignation. “ I will not seek,’* said Ascham, “ to dispute 
with you, opinions whose unshaken firmness may be necessary to you; I am 
troubled onjy On account of the sufferings to which your fate condemns you; 
will you be able to support them? And this expectation of a mortal stroke, of a 
fixed hour, will it not be beyond your strength? If you should terminate your 
fate yourself, would it not be less cruel?” “ We must,** replied I, “ let the 
divine spirit take back what he has given. Immortality commences on this side 
the tomb, when by our own will we break off with life; in this situation, the in- 
ternal impressions of the soul are more delightful than you can imagine. The 
source of enthusiasm becomes altogether independent of the objects which sur- 
round us, and God alone then constitutes all our destiny, in- the most inward sanc- 
tuary of our souls.” M But,” replied Ascham, “ why give to your enemies, to the 
cruel queen, to a worthless crowd, the unworthy spectacle — ” 

He could not proceed^ 

” If i should free myself,” said J, M even by death from the fury of the 
queen, I should irritate her pride, and should not serve as the instrument of her 
repentance. Who knows how far the example I shall give, may do good to my 
fellow-creatures? How can 1 judge of the place my remembrance shall occupy 
in the chain of the events of history? By destroying myself, what shall I teach 
man, but the just horror inspired by a violent outrage, and the sentiment of 
pride, which leads us to avoid it? But, in supporting this terrible fate by the firm- 
ness which religion imparts to me, 1 inspire vessels, beaten, like myself, by the 
atonn, with a greater confidence in the anchor of faith, which has sustained me.” 

“ The people,” said Ascham, “ believe all those guilty who perish ms crimi- 
nals.” “ Falsehood,” replied I, u may deceive individuals for a while, but na- 
tions and time always make truth triumphant: there is an eternity for all that 
belongs to virtue, and what we have done for her will advance even to the sea, 
however small the rivulet we may have been, during our life. 
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‘VNo, I shall not blush to submit to the punishment of the guilty, for it is ray 
innocence itself calls me to it, and I should impair this sentiment of inuocence, 
by perpetrating an act of violence; we cannot accomplish it ourselves, without 
disturbing the serenity the soul should feel on its approach towards heaven—” 
Oh! what is there more violent,” cried our friend, •* than this bloody death?** 
“ Is not the blood of martyrs,** replied I, “ a balm for the wounds of the unfor- 
tunate?** “This death,** answered he, “ inflicted by man, by the murderous axe, 
that a ruffian shall dare to raise over your royal head!** ” My friend,** said I, “ if 
my last moments were encompassed with respect, they would not the less inspire 
roe with dread; does death bear a diadem on his pale front? Is he not always 
armed with the same terrors? If it were to nothing he conducted us, would it 
be worth while to dispute with this shadow? If it is the call of God through 
this veil of darkness, then day is behind this night, and heaven is concealed from 
us only by vain phantoms.** 

“ What!** said our friend, with a still agitated voice, and whom, at all other 
times, I had seen so calm, “ are you aware that this punishment may be grie- 
vous, that it may be protracted, that an unskilful hand—** “ Stop,** said I, “ I 
know it, but this will not be.** “ Whence comes this confidence?” ” From roy 
own weakness,*’ replied I. “ 1 have always dreaded physical suffering, and my 
efforts to acquire courage to brave it, have beeh vain. I believe, therefore, I 
shall be always spared it; for there is much secret protection extended towards 
Christians, even when they seem most miserable, and what we feel to be above 
our strength, scarcely ever happens to us. We generally know only the exte- 
rior of roan’s character; what passes within himself, may still afford new hints 
during thousands of ages. Irreligion has rendered the mind superficial; wfe are 
captivated by the external appearance of things, by circumstance, by fortune; 
the true treasures of thought, as well as of imagination, are the relations of the 
human heart with its Creator; there are to be found presentiments, there prodi- 
gies, there oracles, and all that the ancients believed they saw in nature, was 
but the reflection of what they experienced within themselves, without their 
knowledge.” 

Ascham and I were silent for some time; an uneasiness pervaded me, and 
I dared not express it, so much did it trouble me. — “ Have you seen my hus- 
band?” said I. “ Yes,” replied Ascham. “ Did you consult him on the offer 
you were about to make me?” “ Yes,” answered he again. — “ Finish, I pray 
you,” said I. “ If Guildford and my conscience do not agree, which of these 
two powers should be imperative on me?** ** Lord Guildford,” said he, “ did 
not express an opinion on the part you ought to take, but, as to him, his reso- 
lution to perish on the scaffold is immovable.**—” Oh, my friend,” cried I, •‘how 
I thank you for having left me the merit of a choice; if I had sooner known of 
the resolution of Guildford, I should not even have deliberated, and love would 
have been sufficient to animate roe to what religion commands. Should I not 
share the fate of such a husband? Should I spare myself a single one of his 
sufferings? And does not every step of his towards death, mark my path also?” 
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Ascham then perceiving my resolution not to be shaken, departed from me> sad 
and pensive* promising to see me again. 

Doctor Feckenbam, chaplain to the queen* came a few hours after* to an- 
nounce to me, that the day of my death was fixed for the- next Friday, from 
which five days still separated me. I acknowledge to you, it seemed as if 1 were 
prepared for nothing* so much did the designation of a day appal me. I tried to 
conceal my emotion* but Fcckenham undoubtedly perceived it, for he hastened 
to avail himself of my trouble, to offer me life, if I would change my religion. 
You see* my worthy friend, that God came to my assistance at that moment, 
for the necessity of repulsing an offer so unworthy of me, restored to me the 
Strength I had lost. 

■ Doctor Feckenbam wished, to enter into controversy with me, which I pre- 
vented, by observing to him, “ that my understanding being necessarily obscu- 
red by the situation in which I was placed, I should not, dying as I was, discuss 
truths of which I had been convinced when m/ mind was in all its strength.” — 
He endeavoured to intimidate me, by saying that he should see me no more, 
neither in this world nor in heaven, from which my religious belief had excluded 
me. — “ You would occasion me more alarm than my executioners,” replied I, 
“if I could believe you; but the religion to whioh we sacrifice life, is always the 
true one for the heart. The light of reason is veiy vacillating in questions of 
such moment, and I cling to the principle of sacrifice; of that I can have no 
doubt.” ' 

This conversation with doctor Feckenham revived my dejected soul; Pro- 
vidence had just granted what Ascham desired for me, a voluntary death; I ifid 
not destroy myself, but I refused to live, and the scaffold, accepted by my will, 
seemed no longer but as the altar chosen by the victim. To renounoe life when 
we oan purchase it but at the price of conscience, is the only kind of suicide 
which should be permitted to a virtuous being. 

Convinced I had done my duty, I dared to count upon my courage; but 
soon again my attachment to existence, with which 1 had sometimes reproached 
myself, in the days of my felicity, revived in my feeble heart. Ascham came 
again the next day, and we visited once more the borders of the Thames, the 
pride of our delightful country. 1 endeavoured to resume my habitual subjects 
of conversation. I recited some passages from the beautiful poetry of the Iliad 
and from Virgil, that we had studied together; but poetry serves above all, to 
penetrate us with a tender enthusiasm for existence; the seductive mixture of 
thoughts and images, of nature and the soul, of harmony, of language, and of 
the emotions it retraces, intoxicates us with the power of feeling and admiring; 
and these pleasures no longer exist for me! 1 then turned the conversation to the 
more severe writings of the philosophers. Ascham considers Plato as a sou! 
predestined to Christianity; but even he, and the greater part of the ancients, 
are too proud of the intellectual strength of the human mind; they enjoj so 
much of die faculty of thought, that their desires do not lead them towards 
another life; they believe they ean produce an evocation of it in themselves, by 
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the energy of contemplation: I alto once derived the purest delight from medi- 
tating upon heaven, genius, and nature. At the remembrance of this, a sense- 
less regret of life took possession of me. 1 represented it to myself in colours 
compared with whieh, the world to come appeared no more than an abstraction 
destitute of charms. “ How,” said I to myself, “ will the eternal duration of 
sentiment be equal to this succession of hope and fear, whieh renews In so lively 
a manner the tenderest affections? Will the knowledge of the mysteries of the 
universe ever equal the inexpressible attraction of the veil which covers them? 
Wilt certainty have the flattering illusion of doubt? Will the brilliancy of truth 
ever afford as much enjoyment, as the research and the discovery of it? What 
will youth, hope, memory, affection be, if the course of time is arrested? In 
flne, can the Supreme Being in all his glory, give to the creature a more en- 
chanting present than love?” 

I humbly confess to you, my worthy friend, that these fears were impious. 
Ascham, who in our conversation the evening before had appeared less religious 
than myself, at once availed himself of my rebellious grief. u You ought not,” 
•aid he, ** to make use of benefits to cast a doubt upon the power of the bene- 
factor, whose gift is this life that you regret? And if its imperfect enjoyments 
seem to yon so valuable, why should you believe them irreparable? Certainly our 
imagination itself may conceive of something better than this earth; but, if it be 
unequal to this, is it for us to consider the Deity merely as a poet, who is unable 
to produce a second work superior to the first?” This simple reflection restored 
me to myself, and I blushed at the obliquity into which the dread of death had 
betrayed me. Oh! my friend! what it costs to fathom thft thought! Abysses, 
still deeper and deeper, open under each other! . 

In four days I shall no longer exist; that bird which flies through the air 
will survive me; I have less time to live than he; the inanimate objects which 
surround me will preserve their form, and nothing of me will remain upon 
earth, but the remembrance of my friends. Inconceivable mystery of the soul, 
which foresees its end here below, and yet cannot prevent it. The hand directs 
the coursers who conduct us: thought cannot obtain a moment’s victory over 
death! Pardon my weakness, oh my father in religion, you, who have so ten- 
derly cherished me; we shall be re-united in heaven; but shall I still hear that 
affecting voice which revealed to me a God of mercy? Shall these eyes contem- 
plate your venerable features? Oh, Guildford! oh, my husband! you whose 
noble figure is unceasingly present to my heart, shall I behold you again, such as 
you are, among the angels whose image you are upon earth? But what do I say? 
My feeble soul desires nothing beyond the tomb but the actual return of life!— 

(Thursday) 

My husband has requested to see me to-day for the last time. 1 have avoid- 
ed that moment in which joy and despair would be too closely blended. I dreaded 
the loss of the resignation I now feel. You have seen that my heart has had bat 
too much attachment to happiness, let me not relapse into it again. My father, 
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do you approve of me? Has not this sacrifice expiated all? 1 no longer fear that 
existence will still be dear to me. x 

(The morning of the execution.) 

Oh! my father! I have seen him! he marched to his execution with as firm 
a step as if he had commanded those by whom he was conducted. Guildford 
raised his eyes towards my prison, then directed them still higher; I understood 
him: he continued on his way. At the turn of the road which leads to the 
place where death is prepared for both of us, he stopped to behold me once 
jnoret his last looks blessed her, who was his companion upon the throne and 
upon the scaffold! 

(An hour after;) 

They have carried the remains of Guildford under the windows of the 
Tower; a sheet covered his mutilated corpse;— through this sheet a horrible 
image presented itself.— If the same stroke were not reserved for me, could 
earth support the weight of my affliction? My father! how could I regret life 
ao deeply? O holy death! gift of heaven as well as life! thou art now my tutelary 
angel! thou r^storest me to serenity! my sovereign master has disposed of me, 
hut since he will reunite me to my husband, he has demanded nothing of me 
surpassing my strength, and I replaoe my soul without fear into his hands! 


HOLLAND’S TRAVELS IN GREECE. 

Dr. Henijr Holland has lately published an account of bis “ Travels in the 
Ionian Isles, Albania, Thessaly, Macedonia, &c. during the years 1812 and 1813,** 
from which we have made some extracts. That country has recently been ex- 
plored by the poets and philosophers of France and England, and the literary 
world is under great obligations to Messrs. Chateaubriand and Clarke, in particu- 
lar, for the information which they have collected. But the subject is inexhausti- 
ble, as all will confess who peruse the pages of Dr. Holland. They are calculated 
to enrich the merchant, to enlighten the statesman, and impart a new zest to the 
fine frenzy of the poet The admirers of lord Byron will find an interesting 
sketch of the singular court of Ali-Pacha, the vizier of Albany, the outlines of 
which are drawn in the stanzas of Childe Harolde. This shall appear in our next 
in the mean while we content ourselves with the following extracts. 

STRAITS OF GIBRALTAR. 

The scenery of the straits of Gibraltar has scarcely had suffi* 
cient justice done it in description. Europe and Africa vie with 
each other in the magnificence of the boundary they give to this 
extraordinary passage from an ocean to inland seas. The effect 
of natural grandeur is aided by various impressions Which accom- 
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pany the voyager in his progress between their shores. They are 
viewed as the entrance to the scene of ancient empire, and as a 
barrier, at the same time, which stopped the progress of ancient 
power. The changes of men and nations are suggested in rapid 
succession to the mind, as vessels are seen urging their way through 
this channel, which come from the people of a new world; from 
islands and continents scarcely known even to the imagination of 
antiquity. Every point on the surrounding shores gives the note 
of some event which is consecrated to history. 

SARDINIA. 

It had been my design, when leaving England, to spend some 
time in this island, hitherto almost a terra incognita to the rest of 
Europe; but I was prevented from executing this plan by various 
circumstances, which it would be needless to detail. To the mi- 
neralogist Sardinia offers many objects of much interest; many 
also to the lovers of nature, in the great mountain scenery which is 
spread over its surface. It is a fact not generally known, that the 
southern portion of the island is in part a volcanic region, and that 
obsidian, pumice, and compact lava, exist in great abundance in 
the district of the Capo de Sassari. The specimens in the muse- 
um at Cagliari sufficiently attest this fact; and further show the 
existence of much primitive country in the island, of various me- 
talk ores, and of a formation of coal. Sardinia has been secluded, 
not only from the observation, but in great part from the progres- 
sive improvement of the rest of Europe; apd the traveller will find 
in its peasantry a wildness of garb, manner, and custom, which 
can scarcely be classed with the usages of civilised life. The 
miniature court of the king, which was then resident in Cagliari, 
bad not sufficient power to collect all the revenues of the country, 
still less to change or ameliorate the condition of the people. The 
recent political events have done nothing for Sardinia; and an island 
equal to Sicily in extent, still remains a solitary spot on the face 
of Europe; its most frequent visiters the pirates of the Barbary 
coast. 

NEWSPAPER. 

An Italian newspaper formerly existed in Zante. While main- 
taining this, another was set on foot about two years ago, in the Ro- 
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maic language, under the title of 'EQn/ucU *** \*ux£* 

protected by the English, and under the immediate direc- 
tion of an intelligent young man, of the name of Zerrd, a native of 
Corfu; this paper is printed once or twice a week, according to 
the supply of intelligence. The types, which were procured 
from Venice, are sufficiently good; and the general appearance of 
the paper, neater and more correct than the Corfiote gazette, un- 
der the French influence, to which it was opposed.* The style of 
the leading article, to employ an English phrase, is usually very 
good, and less corrupted by foreign idioms than is common in the 
application of the Romaic to modern European topics. By the 
suggestion of sir W. Gell, the scheme of the paper has been ex- 
tended to the report of intelligence from continental Greece; and 
a direct correspondence established with Athens to supply infor- 
mation as to the pursuits of travellers and progress of discovery; 
thus giving the publication some value beyond that of a mere jour- 
nal of passing events. 

AN ENGLISH-GREEK REGIMENT. 

The Greek regiment afforded a singular spectacle at the 
time I first visited Zante. Nearly a thousand men, drawn chiefly 
from the Morea and Albania, many of them from the district of 
the ancient Lacedaemon, were assembled together in the irnative 
dresses, somewhat such as 1 shall hereafter describe, in speaking 
of the Albanian soldiers. They were marshalled and disciplined 
according to our tactics; and, though not speaking a word of En- 
glish, received the word of command in this unknown language. 
Their officers, three-fourths of which were Albanians or Moriotes, 
the remainder English, were already habited, in a superb dress, 
copied in various parts from ancient costume. The men did not 
receive their uniform till some time afterwards, nor did their ap- 

* This Corfiote gazette had a French translation appended to the Greek, 
and was circulated with assiduity through the Levant. A third Greek paper is 
printed at Vienna, called the E\\*t/xcc T*\*ys&$os which seems to be conduct- 
ed with some talent, and obtains circulation from the constant intercourse of the 
commercial Greeks with the Austrian dominions. A literary journal also has been 
established at Vienna, called the E e Aoyut under the direction of Athimus Ga« 
zi, a literary Greek of some repute. 
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pearance gain much by the intermixture it afforded between the 
English and their own national dress. It is true indeed that red 
was the military garb of the Spartans in old times, but the resem- 
blancb went little further than to the colour of the ill-made jackets 
which came out from England for this modern Greek regiment. 
The discipline of the men, when I saw them, was little advanced, 
and there seemed a singular inaptitude to acquire it; their 
appearance and movements were in all respects curiously rude 
and uncouth. The band had made greater advances than their 
countrymen in the ranks, and already performed our English airs 
with some degree of skill. The progress of the regiment was 
certainly much retarded by its vicinity to the Morea; which easily 
enabled those to desert who became weary of the service, and of 
a more correct discipline than was accordant with their former 
habits. Such desertions frequently occurred, and, though the 
ranks were much replenished from the same source, yet the ef- 
fect was obviously adverse to the welfare of the regiment. 

CEPHALONIA. 

Cephalonia is about a hundred miles in circumference. The 
most striking feature in the general aspect of the island, is the great 
ridge called the Black Mountain; the height of which I should 
judge, from the distance at which it is seen, to be little less than 
four thousand feet. It is the i^punt JLnos of antiquity, mentioned 
by Strabo, as the loftiest point in the isle; and on its summit once 
stood an altar dedicated to Jupiter iEnesius. I was assured in 
Cephalonia, that some of the stones of this altar are yet to be found 
there: and, together with them, the bones of animals which are 
supposed to have been the victims sacrificed on the spot. 

The island in its present state, contains from 55,000 to 60,000 
inhabitants. Though the extent of the island greatly exceeds that 
of Zante, its general fertility is much less, the soil being for the 
most part scantily spread over the limestone rock, of which the 
country consists. The property in land, too, is more divided than 
in the latter isle; the largest proprietor in Cephalonia not having 
a revenue of more^than 800/. or 900/. per annum; while in Zante 
there are estates, which are said to be of more than double this 
value. The tenure of the land is for the most part annual; the 
tenant, by his agreement, paying to the landlord one-half of the 
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produce. The commerce of the island is considerable, though 
much less in proportion than that of Zante. The principal arti- 
cles of export are currants, wine, and oil; the annual produce of 
currants being estimated at from 5,000,000 to 6,000,000 lbs.; that 
of oil at a larger proportional amount. A considerable number 
of sheep and goats feed upon the high grounds of the island; but 
I heard nothing to corroborate the strange story of JElian, that in 
Cephalonia the goats do not drink during six months of the year. 

ITHACA. 

The extreme length of Ithaca, from north to south, is seventeen 
miles; its greatest breadth does not exceed four; and at its north 
extremity, as well as in the centre of the island, where the great 
port traverses it, does not exceed half a mile. It may be regard- 
ed in fact as a single narrow ridge of limestone-rock, everywhere 
rising into rugged eminences, of which the loftiest are the moun- 
tains of Stephano and Neritos, the former in the south part of the 
isle, and ascending from the shores of the bay of Vathi; the latter 
on the northern side of the great port. It can scarcely be said that 
there are an hundred yards of continuous level ground in the 
island; and the general aspect must be confessed to be one of rug- 
gedness and asperity, warranting the expression of Cicero, that 
Ulysses loved his country, u non quia larga , %cd quia sua” Ne- 
vertheless the scenery is rendered striking by the bold and bro- 
ken outline of mountains, promontories, and bays; and there 
are points in Ithaca where it is even pleasing, in the cultivated de- 
clivity of the ridges, and the opening out of the narrow vallies to- 
wards the sea, wooded with olives, orange, and almond trees, or 
covered with vineyards. The upper part of the bay of Vathi, and 
a valley at the upper extremity of the port, have this softened 
character, which belongs also to several other spots in the south- 
ern part of the island. 

The present population of Ithaca is estimated at between se- 
ven and eight thousand; including in this statement the inhabitants of 
Kalamo, Atako, Kasto, and other small isles near its eastern coast. 
The principal article of produce is currants, of which nearly 5,000 
cwt. forms the average annual export from the island. A small . 
quantity of oil and wine are also exported; the latter being repu- 
ted generally the best wine of the isles. It is in appearance and 
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flavour something intermediate between port and claret; nor is it 
customary to impregnate it with turpentine, as is done with the 
wines of continental Greece. 

Since Ithaca came into our possession, it has been governed 
by a company of the Corsican Rangers; and the commandant at this 
time was a captain of the same regiment, a native, I believe, of 
Ajaccio, in Corsica. It was a singular combination of circum- 
stances to see a fellow-townsman of Napoleon representing the 
English authority in the ancient kingdom of Ulysses. We found 
at Vathi an English surgeon of the 35th regiment, and his lady, 
who had been resident here for some months. They complained 
much of the solitariness and uniformity of the place. 

A SCHOOL. 

I was interested in walking through the streets of Vathi by 
the spectacle of an Ithacan school; the preceptor or Didaskalos, 
a venerable old man, with a long beard, who sat before his door, 
giving instruction to a circle of fifteen or twenty boys, each with 
a modern Greek version of the New Testament in his hand. It 
was amusing to hear sounds familiar to the ear, from the Greek of 
Homer and Thucydides, shouted out by ragged striplings, many of 
them not more than seven or eight years of age. The old school- 
master was pleased with the attention given to himself and his 
scholars, and endeavoured to rouse them to greater efforts of dis- 
play; which here, as with boys every where else, had simply the 
effect of producing more loudness of speech. 

LITERATURE. 

The Greeks of Ioannina are celebrated among their country- 
men for their literary habits, and unquestionably merit the repute 
they have obtained from this source. The literature of the place 
is intimately connected with, and depending upon, its commercial 
character. The wealth acquired by many of the inhabitants gives 
them the means of adopting such pursuits themselves, or encou- 
raging them in others. Their connections in Germany and Italy, 
and frequent residence in these countries, tend further to create 
habits of this kind, and at the same time furnish those materials 
for literary progress, which would be wanting in their own coun- 
try. At the present time, nearly two-thirds of the modern Greek 
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publications are translations of European works; and whatever may 
be said of the powers of undirected genius, it is certainly better 
that for some time it should continue to be so. Such translations 
are often both suggested and executed abroad, and the presses at 
Venice, Vienna, Leipsic, Moscow, and Paris, are all made sub- 
servient to the active industry of these people in forwarding the 
literature of their country. The extensive traffic of the Greeks 
of loannina, is further a means of rendering this city a sort of mart 
for books, which are brought here from the continent when print- 
ed; and from this point diffused over other parts of Greece. At 
the dogana of Arta, I have seen numerous packages of books on 
their way to loannina, and in the city itself there are several shops, 
which have long been known for their extensive dealings in this 
branch of business. 

There ar$ two academies in the city; at which, in sequel to 
each other, the greater part of the young Greeks at loannina are 
instructed. The Gymnasium, if such it maybe called, of Atha- 
nasius Psalida, ranks as the first of these; and has acquired some 
reputation from the character of the master himself, who is con- 
sidered as one of the chiefs of the literature of modem Greece. 
It is true, that there are others who have written more; but Psa- 
lida has travelled much, is master of many languages, a good clas- 
sical scholar, a sharp-sighted critic, a poet, and versed besides in 
various parts of the literature and science of European nations. 
His only avowed work, as far as I know, is one entitled, u True 
Happiness, or the Basis of all Religious Worship,” in which a 
general tone of skeptical opinion is the predominant feature. He 
is the author also, but anonymously, of a singular compound of 
prose and poetry, called printed at Vienna 

in 1792; and probably may have partaken in other works with 
which I am unacquainted. The funds of the academy which Psa- 
lida superintends, are lodged in the bank of Moscow. He has a 
great number of public pupils, whom he instructs not only in the 
anguages, but also in history, geography, and various branches of 
general philosophy. He has one or two assistants in his labours; 
but it is the reputation of his own name which maintains tne cha- 
racter of the school. 
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The other academy of Ioannina is one of lower stamp, and 
devoted to a younger class of scholars. It is conducted at pre- 
sent by an elderly Greek, of the name of Valano, very respectable 
and industrious, but with less learning than Psalida. The father 
of V alano, who preceded him in this office, is the author of one or 
two mathematical works of some eminence in the country. The 
school is supported in great part by the noble benefactions of the 
Zosimades, one of the greatest and most wealthy of the modem 
Greek families. Two of the brothers of Zosima are resident in 
Italy, a third in Russia. I have learnt that the sums they annually 
transmit to Ioannina, in the form of books, of funds for the school, 
&nd of other literary benefactions, do not fall short of 20,000 pias- 
tres. This is a splendid instance of genuine and well-directed 
patriotism. 

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. 

A slight sketch of the manner in which we lived, during our 
residence in the fatter place, may afford the reader a better idea 
of the domestic and social usages of the modem Greeks, than 
could be given by any general remarks on this subject. Our 
host was a man of independent property, and ancient family. His 
wife, with more vivacity and much beauty, had the same excel- 
lent qualities of heart, and their domestic relations were evidently 
of the most exemplary kind. Their family consisted of two sons, 
two daughters, and an elderly lady nearly related to our host. The 
eldest daughter, at this time eleven years old, was a pretty and 
engaging girl; the boys, Alexius and Stephanos, still younger, 
and the most perfect models of juvenile beauty I ever recollect 
to have seen; the Grecian .style of countenance already formed in 
both, and set off by the open forehead, and by the long hair flow- 
ing down behind from under the small red cap, which is worn on 
the top of the head. 

The habitation of our host resembled those which are com- 
mon in the country. Externally to the street, nothing is seen but 
a high stone wall, with the summit of a small part of the inner 
building. Large double gates conduct you into an outer area, 
from which you pass through other gates into an inner square, 
surrounded on three sides by the buildings of the house. The 
basement story is constructed of stone, the upper part of the 
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structure almost entirely of wood. A broad gallery passes along 
two sides of the area, open in front, and shaded oyer-head by the 
roof of the building. To this gallery you ascend by a flight of 
.stairs; the doors which conduct to the different living rooms of the 
house all going from it. In this country it is uncommon, except 
with the lower classes, to live upon the ground-floor, which is 
therefore generally occupied as out-buildings; the first floor being 
that always inhabited by the family. In the house of our host, 
there were four or five which might be called living-rooms, fur- 
nished with couches, carpets, and looking-glasses, which, with the 
decorations of the ceiling and walls, may be considered as almost 
the only appendages to a Grecian apartment. The principal room 
(or what with us would be the drawing-room) was large, lofty, and 
fefccorated with much richness. Its height was sufficient for a 
double row of windows along three sides of the apartment; all 
these windows, however, being small, and so situated as merely to 
admit light, without allowing any external view. The ceiling 
was profusely ornamented with painting and gilding upon carved 
wood, the walls divided into pannels, and decorated in the same 
way, with the addition of several pier-glasses. A couch, or divan, 
like those described in the Seraglio, passed along three sides of 
the apartment, and superseded equally the use of chairs and ta- 
bles, which are but rarely found in a Greek house. 

The dining-room was also large, but furnished with less de- 
coration, and the same with the other living-apartments. The 
kitchen and servants' rooms were connected by a passage with the 
great gallery; but this gallery itself formed a privileged place to 
all the members of the family, and it was seldom that some of thq 
domestics might not be seen here partaking in the sports of the 
children, and using a familiarity with their superiors, which is suf- 
ficiently common in the south of Europe, but very unusual in En- 
gland. Bed-chambers are not to be sought for in Greek or Turk- 
ish habitations. The sofas of their living apartments are the place 
of nightly repose with' the higher classes; the floor with those of 
inferior rank. Upon the sofas are spread their cotton or woollen 
mattresses, cotton sheets, sometimes with worked muslin trim- 
mings, and ornamented quilts. Neither men nor women take off 
more than a small part of their dress; and the lower classes seb 
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dom make any change whatever before throwing themselves down 
among the coarse woollen cloaks which form their nightly cover- 
ing. In this point the oriental customs are greatly more simple 
than those of civilized Europe. 

The separate communication’of the rooms with an open gal- 
lery, renders the Greek houses very cold in winter, of which 1 had 
reason to be convinced during both my residences at Ioannina. 
The higher class of Greeks seldom use any other means of arti- 
ficial warmth than a brazier of charcoal placed in the middle of 
the apartment, trusting to their pelisses and thick clothing for the 
rest. Sometimes the brazier is set under a table, covered with a 
thick rug cloth, which falls down nearly to the floor. The heat 
is thus confined, and the feet of those sitting round the table, ac- 
quire soon an agreeable warmth, which is diffused to the rest of 
the body. 

The family of Metzou generally rose before eight o’clock. 
Their breakfast consisted simply of one or two cups of coffee, 
served up with a salver of sweetmeats, but without any more sub- 
stantial food. In consideration to our grosser morning appetites, 
bread, honey, and rice milk were added to the repast which was 
set before us. Our host who was always addressed with the epi- 
thet of Affendi by his children and domestics, passed much of the 
morning in smoking, in walking up and down the gallery, or in 
talking with his friends who called upon him. Not being enga- 
ged in commerce, and influenced perhaps by his natural timidity, 
he rarely quitted the house: and I do not recollect to have seen 
him more than five or six times beyond the gates of the area of his 
dwelling. His lady meanwhile was engaged either in directing 
her household affairs, in working embroidery, or in weaving silk 
thread. The boys were occupied during a part of the morning in 
learning to read and write the Romaic with a young man who of- 
ficiated as pedagogue; the mode of instruction not differing much 
from that common elsewhere. 

The dinner hour of the family w&s usually between twelve 
and one, but from compliance to us they delayed it till two o’clock. 
Summoned to the dining-room, a female domestic, in the usage of 
the east, presented to each person in succession a large basin with 
soap, and poured tepid water upon the hands from a brazen ewer. 
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This finished we seated ourselves at the table, which was simply a 
circular pewter tray, still called trafieza> placed upon a stool, and 
without cloth or other appendage. The dinner consisted generally of 
ten or twelve dishes, presented singly at the table by an Albanian 
servant clad in his national costume. The dishes afforded some, 
though not great variety; and the enumeration of those at one din- 
ner, may suffice as a general example of the common style of this 
repast in a Greek family of the higher class: — first a dish of boil- 
ed rice flavoured with lemon juice; then a plate of mutton boiled 
to rags; another plate of mutton cooked with spinach or onions, 
and rich sauces; a turkish dish composed of force-meat with ve- 
getables, made into balls; another Turkish dish, which appears as 
a large flat cake, the outside of a rich and greasy paste, the inside 
composed of eg'gs and vegetables, with a small quantity of meat: 
following this, a plate of baked mutton, with raisins and almonds, 
boiled rice with oil, omelet balls, a dish of thin cakes made of 
flour, eggs, and honey; or sometimes in lieu of these, small cakes 
made of flour, coffee, and eggs; and the repast finished by a desert 
of grapes, raisins, and chesnuts. But for the presence of stran- 
gers the family would have eat in common from the dishes suc- 
cessively brought to the table; and, even with separate plates be- 
fore them, this was frequently done. The thin wine of the coun- 
try was drunk during the repast; but neither in eating or drinking 
is it common for the Greeks to indulge in excess. 

The dinner-tray removed, the basin and ewer were again car- 
ried round, — a practice which is seldom omitted even among the 
inferior classes in this country. After an interval of a few minutes, 
a glass of liquor and coffee was handed to us, and a Turkish pipe 
presented to any one who desired it. In summer a short rietta is 
generally taken at this hour, but now it was not considered neces- 
sary. After passing an hour or two on the couches of the apart- 
ment, some visiters generally arrived, and the family moved to the 
larger room before described. These visiters were Greeks of the 
city, some of them relations, and others friends of the family, whe 
did not come on formal invitation, but in an unreserved way, to 
pass some part of the evening in conversation. This mode of so- 
ciety is common in Ioannina, and, but that the women take little 
part in it, might be considered extremely pleasant. When a vi- 
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waiter enters the apartments, he salutes, and is saluted, by the right 
hand placed on the heart, a method of address at once simple and 
dignified. Seated on the couch, sweetmeats, coffee, and a pipe 
are presented to him; and these form in feet, the only requisitions 
of the visiters from their hosts. The Greeks are scarcely Icbs 
fond of smoking than the Turks; the chibouki, or long Turkish 
pipe, is indispensable as one of their daily luxuries; and almost 
every individual carries about with him a small bag of tobacco, 
from which to draw its supplies. It must be noticed that the 
Turkish tobacco in general, and in particular that of Syria, is 
much less harsh than the American, probably less narcotic also; 
and in this, as well as in the greater elegance and comfort of the 
pipe, there are motives to the usage of smoking which we do not 
in England equally possess. 

This evening society at the house of our host, was a source 
both of pleasure and information to us. The lively and social tem- 
per of the Greeks, and their eageniess for intercourse with Euro- 
pean travellers, brought a great number to see us, and we formed 
acquaintance here with many of the principal merchants, and most 
of the literary characters of the city. And at the head of the lat- 
ter class was Athanasius Psalida, the master of the academy of 
Ioannina. The writings and repute of this Greek have before been 
mentioned, and he does not allow his talents to be hidden from those 
around him. In Latin, Greek, French, Italian, German or Russ, 
he is continually pouring out a flood of conversation on every topic 
that can come before him, but with an obvious predilection for such 
topics as have relation to the arts, the literature, and the glory of 
his own country, which he never fails to identify with the ancient 
Greece. His bias on this point is openly and at once displayed. 
Scarcely had I been five minutes with him, before he began to 
complain of the ingratitude of European nations, in not repaying to 
the Greeks of this day the benefits they had derived from their an- 
cestors. 44 What should we have been but for the arts, the instruc- 
tion, the example of the Grecian worthies? The modern descend- 
ants of these men had the same capacity for becoming great, and 
opportunity and some slight aid alone, were wanting to enable 
them to show their qualities and to take their place among nations. 
It might happen (and he spoke this with some sarcastic asperity) 
VOL. i. s s 
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that they should one day come to reclaim what had been plunder* 
ed from them of their ancient treasures.” This topic of the ingra- 
titude of civilized Europe towards their country, is a favourite one 
with every Greek, and they dwell upon it even to tediousness with 
every stranger who will afford his ear to them. 

ROCKS AMD MONASTERIES OF METEORA. 

Long before we reached the town of Kalabaka, our attention 
was engaged by the distant view of the extraordinary rocks of the 
Meteora, which give to the vicinity of this place, a character per- 
fectly unique to the eye, and not less remarkable in the reality of 
the scene. On this side of the Salympria, and about a mile dis- 
tant from the river, they rise from the comparatively flat sur- 
face of the valley; a group of insulated masses, cones, and pillars 
of rock of great height, and for the most part so perpendicular in 
their ascent, that each one of their numerous fronts seem to the 
eye as a vast wall, formed rather by the art of man, than by the 
more varied and irregular workings of nature. In the deep and 
winding recesses which form the intervals between these lofty 
pinnacles, the thick foliage of trees gives a shade and colouring, 
which, while they enhance the contrast, do not diminish the effect 
of the great masses of naked rock impending above. When we 
approached this spot, the evening was already far advanced, but 
the setting sun still threw a gleam of light on the summits of these 
rocky pyramids, and showed us the outline of several Greek mo- 
nasteries in this extraordinary situation, and seeming as if entire- 
ly separated from the reach of the world below. 

The following morning was occupied in a very intefesting ex- 
cursion to these rocks and monasteries, which , may unquestionably 
be regarded as a spectacle of an extraordinary and magnificent 
kind. The group of rocks of Meteora is almost entirely insula- 
ted from the adjoining hills, and many of its parts are completely 
so. Following, for more than a mile, a narrow path, which con- 
ducted us below its precipitous front, and amidst other insulated 
masses of less considerable height, we entered one of the deep 
vallies or recesses, which lead to the interior of the group, and con- 
tinued our progress along it, by a gradual ascent through the forest 
of wood which occupies this intervening space. On each side of us 
frere lofty pinnacles of rock of the most extraordinary kind, someof 
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them entirely conical, others single pillars of great height, and 
very small diameter; other masses very nearly rhomboidal in 
form, and actually inclining over their base; others again perfect 
squares or oblongs, with perpendicular sides, and level summits. 

The Greek monasteries of Meteora are variously situated, 
either on the summits of these pinnacles, or in caverns, which 
nature and art have united to form in parts of the rock, that seem 
inapproachable by the foot of man. Their situation, indeed, is 
more extraordinary than can be understood from description alone. 
Four of the monasteries actually occupy the whole summit of the 
insulated rocks on which they stand; a perpendicular precipice de- 
scending from every side of the buildings into the deep- wooded hol- 
lows, which intervene between the heights. The only access to these 
aerial prisons is by ropes, or by ladders fixed firmly to the rock, in 
those places where its surface affords any points of suspension; and 
these ladders, in some instances, connected with artificial subterra- 
nean tunnels, which give a passage of easier ascent to the buildings 
above. The monastery called by distinction the Meteora, which is 
the largest of the number, stands in the remarkable situation just 
described, and is accessible only in this method. Still more extra- 
ordinary is the position of another of these buildings, on the left 
hand of the approach to the former. It is situated on a narrow 
rectangular pillar of rock, apparently about 12a feet in height; the 
summit of which is so limited in extent, that the walls of the mo- 
nastery seem on every side to have the same plane of elevation 
as the perpendicular faces of the rock. The number of monas- 
teries at Meteora, is said to have been formerly twenty-four; but 
at present, owing partly to the wearing away of the rocks on which 
they stood, partly to the decay of the buildings themselves, only 
ten of these remain. 

Aios Stephanos, which we visited, is among the most extra- 
ordinary of the number; its height is upwards of 1 80 feet. We 
wound round the base of the rock, gradually ascending till we 
came to the foot of a pendicular line of cliff, and, looking up, 
saw the buildings of the monastery immediately above our heads. 
A small wooden shed projected beyond the plane of the cliff, from 
which a rope, passing over a pulley at the top, descended to the 
foot of the rock. Our Tartar shouted loudly to a man who looke 
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down from above, ordering him to receive us into the monastery; 
but at this time the monks were engaged in their chapel, and it 
was ten minutes before we could receive an answer to his order, 
and our request. At length we saw a thicker rope coming down 
from the pulley, and attached to the end of it a small rope net, 
which, we found, was intended for our conveyance to this aerial 
habitation. The net reached the ground; our Tartar, and a pea- 
sant whom we had with us from Kalabaka, spread it open, covered 
the lower part with an Albanese capote, and my friend and I seat* 
ed ourselves upon this slender vehicle. As we began to ascend, 
our weight drew close the upper aperture of the net, and we lay 
crouching together, scarcely able, and little willing, to stir either 
hand or foot. We rose with considerable rapidity; and the pro- 
jection of the shed and pulley beyond the line of the cliff was 
sufficient to secure us against injury from striking upon the rock. 
Yet the ascent had something in it that was formidable, and the 
impression it made was very different from that of the de- 
scent into a mine, where the depth is not seen, and the sides of the 
shaft give a sort of seeming security against danger. Here we 
were absolutely suspended in the air, our only support was the 
thin cordage of a net, and we were even ignorant of the ma- 
chinery, whether secure or not, which was thus drawing us ra- 
pidly upwards. We finished the ascent, however, which is 156 
feet, in safety, and in less than three minutes. When opposite the 
door of the wooden shed, several monks and other people appear- 
ed, who dragged the net into the apartment; and released us from 
our cramped and uncomfortable situation. We found, on looking 
round us, that these men had been employed in working the wind- 
lass, which raised us from the ground; and, in observing some of 
their feeble and decayed figures, it was impossible to suppose that 
the danger of our ascent had been one of appearance alone. Our 
servant, Demetrius, meanwhile, had been making a still more dif- 
ficult progress upwards, by ladders fixed to the ledges of the 
rock, conducting to a subterraneous passage, which opens out in 
the middle of the monastery. 

The monks received us with civility, and we remained with 
them more than an hour in their extraordinary habitation. The 
buildings are spread irregularly over the whole summit of the 
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rock) enclosing two or three small areas: they have no splendour, 
either external or internal, and exhibit but the appearances of 
wretchedness and decay. Nevertheless the monks conducted us 
through every one of their dark and dilapidated rooms, and seem- 
ed to require a tribute of admiration, which, though little due to 
the objects for which it was sought, might conscientiously be gi- 
ven to the magnificent natural scenery round and beneath their 
monastery. 

We were afterwards conducted into the chapel, a small 
building, no otherwise remarkable than for those tawdry and 
tasteless ornaments which are so common in the Greek churches; 
and of which, though now greatly decayed, our monks appeared 
not a little proud. I could observe no inscription, or other cir- 
cumstance, which might furnish a proof of the exact time when 
the monastery was founded; and my inquiries after books and 
manuscripts, though made with some earnestness, mid varied in 
different ways, were answered only by showing me a few old vo- 
lumes of Greek homilies, and some other pieces of ecclesiastical 
writing, which did not appear to have the smallest value. 

Before quitting the monastery, we were conducted by the 
monks into their refectory, a dark room, without a single article 
of furniture, where a repast was set before us, consisting of a dish 
of rice cooked in oil; a Turkish dish composed of flour, eggs, 
and oil; bread, and thin wine. After making a hasty meal, and 
offering a compensation for the civility we had received, we bade 
farewell to the solitary tenants of this ex-mundane abode, were a 
second time slung in the net, and, after a safe and easy descent of 
about two minutes, found ourselves again at the foot of this vast 
rock, where our Tartar had been passing the interval in a pro- 
found sleep. 

(To be continued .) 


MISCELLANY— FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

“ 1 am but a gatherer and dealer in other menV stufia.” 

T hat we should have fewer original writers among those who 
fill the high offices of law in our own tiroes, than we find in the ear- 
lier ages of our judicature, can occasion no surprise to any one 
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who reflects on the great difference between the employment of a 
judge at the present day, and that which Fortescue thus describes 
in the reign of Henry VI. 

M You are to know that the judges do not sit in court to do 
business above three hours in the day, i. e. from eight in the morn- 
ing to eleven. After they have taken some refreshment, the me- 
thod is to spend the rest of the day in the study of the law, reading 
of the holy scriptures, or else it is taken up in some other inno- 
cent amusements: so that it is rather a life of contemplation than 
of action, free from worldly cares and avocations.** 

Montesquieu once said in conversation that Spain had produ- 
ced but one good book. Although there may be some truth in the 
fact that Don Quixote is the only European classic which the 
literature of Spain supplies, yet it has furnished many works 
which have deserved to be within the reach, if not the possession 
of the student. 

The tales of La Fontaine have not so high a literary value as 
his fables. They are prolix and often tiresome. We urge not 
the objection of the moralist to his lewdness and libertinism, but 
those of the critic to his superfluity and exorbitancy. The deco- 
rous and moral story of Le Faucon may be commended; it is one 
of the best among the tales; yet surely in no other language would 
such slow, drawling, empty narration be tolerated: mark especi- 
ally the dialogue at table, while Clitia is dining on the falcon. A 
Chaucer-like exuberance oozes and trickles through every distich; 
and the manner of the good old times is copied not only in the 
antiquated diction, but in the needless garrulity. The ideas, how- 
ever, are few and eked out with expletives as in a Greek poet. 

In modern times the French have imitated the Greeks, and 
the English the Romans in the spirit of their funerals. The French 
are chiefly anxious respecting what shall be said about the dead; 
they appoint an academician, or the academy advertises a reward 
for celebrating the services of a deceased friend to science. The 
English are principally solicitous that men of weight in the com- 
munity should be seen to accompany the Anal procession, and are 
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careful to record the names of those who undertake a delegated 
mourning in behalf of the country. French literature is conse- 
quently rich in funeral orations; and when the ecclesiastical ora- 
tprs have omitted to sound the trumpet of fame over the sepul- 
chre, literary declaimers have been eager to waken the echoes of 
the tomb. 

There are turns of style by means of which any qualities can 
be described panegyrically. Nero, according to custom, had to 
ascend the rostrum, on his accession to the empire, and to pro- 
nounce a laudation of his predecessor, the lazy and stupid Claudius* 
44 His mind,” said the orator, w like the invisible wisdom of nature, 
by letting every thing alone, kept every thing as it should be.” 
This speech is supposed to have been furnished by Seneca and 
committed to memory. 

Addison, though a graceful writer, ought not now perhaps 
to be made so repeatedly a model. His style if idiomatic and 
unaffected, is often trailing and impure: his humour is sometimes 
feeble, though urbane: his illustrations are elegant and various, 
but his topics are frequently trifling and effeminate. He has not 
energy enough for eloquence: his criticism wants precision; and 
his reasoning is deficient in cogency. Moreover, all the resour- 
ces of the Spectator, however original or meritorious in the first 
instance, are become, by continual use and repeated application, 
so very familiar, that readers instinctively lay aside through incu- 
riosity any modem paper which announces itself as framed in one 
of these well-known moulds. 

Few people peruse the Spectator now, although, as a sort of 
national classic it has a place in most libraries; and scarcely any 
one would think with satisfaction of reading an essay in it every 
day, with his dish of tea, instead of the morning newspaper. 

The French are, perhaps, the best talkers in Europe. No people, 
it is true, have more refined on amusement and pleasure; and no 
people have brought the stage to an equal degree of perfection, 
whether it be considered as a school of dialogue, of grace in gesture 
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and costume, or of illusion in scenery; but with all this passion for 
the stage, and with all this tact for its refinements, no people can 
so well dispense with the theatre as this conversable and sprightly 
nation. A frugal dinner, followed by a walk in the fields with a 
plain and sensible companion, is to a Frenchman a luxury which 
supersedes every other. To .talk, to enter into the views of ano- 
ther mind, to apprehend quickly, and to discover that he posses- 
ses the art of making himself understood is his pride and pleasure. 
The art of agreeably touching and leaving a subject in conformi- 
ty with the taste of another, of assenting to another’s conceptions 
without monotony, or differing from them without asperity, of 
raillery without a sneer, of discussing slippery and dangerous to- 
pics without giving or receiving offence, of discussing books with- 
out parade, and of fathoming the severer studies, without pedant- 
ry — that happy art is exclusively a Frenchman’s own. 


FOR THE PORT FOLIO.— TflE AMERICAN WATCHMAN, No, L 
Mr. Oldschool, 

If you will allow me to avail myself of your interesting 
miscellany, to address to my fellow citizens a few occasional re- 
flections, I shall, as far as leisure permits, devote some hours, 
monthly, to the discussion of such subjects as may appear deserving 
of public attention. Whether I shall do them the justice to which 
they are entitled, you must decide. For the contents of your work 
you alone are responsible to your patrons: and I should regret, if 
motives of friendship or partiality were to induce you to admit 
any lucubrations calculated to impair its reputation. Should thi9 
essay receive your veto, I shall bow down in silence, receive my 
sentence with due submission, and withdraw from the scene. 

The subject of the present number is the lamentable system 
of parsimony pursued by congress, towards those illustrious citi- 
zens, whose talents, bravery, and public spirit, have achieved for 
us the high rank we possess among the nations of the earth. 
Every man who has at heart the honour of this rising empire, 
must deplore this revolting feature in our national character. The 
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same page of our history that records the heroism which shed a 
halo of glory around the American name, during our two recent 
wars, one against the mightiest naval power that ever existed, and 
the other against those Barbary pirates who have levied tribute, 
for centuries, upon nearly all the maritime powers of Christen- 
dom, will likewise record the chilling neglect, the bhse ingratitude 
which that heroism experienced. Over that page remote posterity 
will sigh for the disgrace of their ancestors. 

No nation ever owed more to individual merit than the Uni- 
ted States in their recent warfare: and it may be fairly asserted, 
that few nations have ever made a more inadequate return. There 
is not, I am persuaded, in our whole history, a single instance of 
any thing like a substantial or adequate return for great public 
services.* 

Among the constellation of heroes whose names will be dear 
to posterity, it is invidious to make any discrimination; but justice 
cannot be done to the subject without selecting a few, for the 
purpose of exemplification — 

I find myself nearly in the situation of Sterne, when he was 
about to write his feeling appeal on slavery: in order to make the 
stronger impression, instead of grouping a number, he brought 
forward a single captive to view. Without, therefore, the least in- 
tention to disparage or depreciate any of their brethren in arms, 
I shall confine my observations to three— Perry, Macdonougb, and 
Jackson. With what exultation, and rapture, and gratitude, ought 
we to contemplate their admirable exploits— and the all-important 
results! Although they were all ably supported, yet their success 
more immediately depended on their own individual skill and ta- 
lents than is usual in those brilliant affairs that excite the applause 

* This strong censure is intended for the general government. Some of 
the individual states have nobly rescued their characters from the obloquy due 
to this wretched system. Massachusetts is entitled to a high meed of praise for 
her munificence to the hero of Derne. More recently New York has fully ac- 
quitted herself of her duty toward commodore Macdonough, who interposed 
between her frontier and desolation the aegis of his naval skill. When a compa- 
rison is made between this conduct and the miserable parsimony of congress, 
how must the honest cheek of every American, zealous for the honour of his 
country, he tinged with blushes! 

VOL. I. T t 
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of mankind. Not more than one man in ten thousand, placed in 
the situation in which Perry stood, at the moment when he deter- 
mined to abandon the Lawrence and go on board the Niagara, 
would have conceived so glorious an idea. Had he not conceived 
it, or, having conceived it, had he not carried it into instant opera- 
tion, what a calamitous reverse would'our affairs have exhibited! 
We had been rapidly descending the dreary abysses of disgrace 
and dishonour, previous to that triumphant day. And at one single 
effort, Perry not merely arrested our career, but once more placed 
us on elevated ground. 

The fate of an army, and a most important portion of our 
territory, were at stake, on the eventful eleventh of September, 
1814. The British fleet, confident of victory, bore down to destroy 
the inferior fleet of Macdonough. For a few minutes Fortune 
appeared to crown the attempt with success. Macdonough’s ves- 
sel was put hora de combat on one side. Unappallcd, he rapidly 
whirled her round, overwhelmed his brave enemy, snatched the 
laurels from his brows, and averted the horrors of desolation, the 
ravages of an infuriate and merciless soldiery. 

Jackson, the immortal Jackson, shall close the scene, as his 
illustrious exploit terminated the war. 

On the importance of New Orleans, in a national point of 
view, or on the immense wealth that was centered there, 1 need 
not descant. These points are well known to the most superficial 
reader. That we owe the preservation of that important empori- 
um wholly to general Jackson, no man of sense can doubt.— 
Transcendant as were his talents, they were all indispensible. 
Were his military skill doubled, New Orleans would have fallen, 
had he had less energy and decision. Faction and disaffection would 
have palsied his arm, exposed him almost defenceless to a brave 
and veteran foe, and given that foe an easy triumph. However 
great his energy and decision, they would not have availed aught» 
had they not been equalled by his military skill. 

There is one point of view in which this subject may be 
placed, that will enable the reader to form a pretty accurate esti- 
mate of the extent and justice of the claims of our heroes on 
their country. I take the case of N6w Orleans as a strong in- 
stance. Suppose, after the capture of our gun-boats, and the 
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battle on the 23d of December, with the gloomy prospect that 
then presented itself, of defending New Orleans, that the security 
of the place could have been purchased by pecuniary sacrifices; ' 
and suppose that a convention of the wisest and best men in the 
country had been assembled, for the purpose of making thd pur- 
chase, would they have hesitated to pay millions to attain it, 
considering the subject merely as it regarded the national charac- 
ter? Or suppose the arrangement were committed to a conven- 
tion of the most sordid hucksters that ever strove for popularity, 
by economising dollars and dimes, would they, regardless of the 
public honour, and merely considering it as a matter of bargain 
and sale, refuse to pay an equal amount for its security? I trust 
not. 

Can it be possible, that congress, which holds the purse- 
strings of the nation, on which devolves the important, the impe- 
rious duty of displaying the national gratitude for national servi- 
ces, will be so lost to those claims, so lost to a regard for their 
own fame, so unmindful of the disgrace that their neglect will 
insure them, as not to obey the united calls of honour, of grati- 
tude, and of true policy? It cannot be. I fondly cling to the hope 
that they will, even a at the last hour,” resolve “ to do thefr du- 
ty.” If they do not, shame most assuredly will await them. 

“ They order these matters better,” in England. She holds 
out, to the whole admiring world, an illustrious example for imi- 
tation. Happy, thrice happy, will it be for us, if we have good 
sense enough to profit by her sound policy in this respect. Great 
services are there sure of great rewards. Thus, to the motives 
arising from ambition and love of glory she adds the strong sti- 
mulus of self-interest. On this point she supereminently soars 
beyond all the nations of the earth. This single trait in her na- 
tional character would be sufficient to atone for a large portion of 
the errors and vices of her government. 

To secure myself against the charge of extravagance or en- 
thusiasm— to prove that the applause I so freely bestow is richly 
earned, I submit to the reader a few extracts from a recent and 
highly valuable publication, called u The Wealth, Power, and 
Resources of the British Empire.” By P. Coiquhoun. 
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z Pensions and Donations decreed by fiarliament , for eminent 

services: 

Heirs of the late duke of Schomberg, a pension of £.4000 


Bute of Marlborough 5000 

Representatives of the late lord Heathfield . . . 1500 

Do. of lord Rodney 3923 

Lady Dorchester, widow of lord Dorchester . . . 1000 

Representatives of the late lord Amherst .... 3000 

Earl St. Vincent 2000 

Representatives of the late lord Duncan 2000 

Sir W. Sydney Smith . 1000 

Baroness Abercrombie, widow of sir Ralph Aber- 
crombie ... 2000 

Lord Hutchinson 2000 

Sir James Saumafez, Bart. 1200 

Sir Richard Strahari, bart 1000 


Admiral lord viscount Nelson, as a mark of the gra- 
titude of his country, for his early services . . 2000 

For 'services performed in Egypt, a peerage. 

For services in the Baltic — a higher peerage. 

To his family, for his brilliant victory of Trafalgar, 
where he gloriously fell, in the service of his coun- 
try, viz. 

Lady viscountess Nelson, his widow : 2000 

Earl Nelson his brother, a representative— a peer- 
age and pension 5000 

And for the purchase of an estate, including ten 
thousand pounds, for enabling him to form an es- 
tablishment suitable to his dignity — a donation . 100,000 
Mrs. Susanna Bolton and Mrs. Catherine Matcham 
his sisters, ten thousand pounds each — a donation 20,000 
To the officers and seamen, who served in the battle 

of Trafalgar— a donation . . • 300,000 

Lady Collingwood, widow of lord Collingwood . . 1000 

Honourable Sarah Collingwood 500 

Honourable Mary Patience Collingwood . . 500 

Sir John Thomas Duckworth 1000 
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Sir John Stewart, knt • . . . 1000 

Representatives of lord Lake 2000 

M arquis Wellington) for distinguished public servi* 

ces — a peerage and pension 4000 

And for the purchase of an estate— a donation . . 100,000 ' 
Interest on the same— a donation 2380 

N. ]$. In the above table the sums which are not stated to be 
donations, are annual pensions. 

Sumo voted for the erection of Monuments: 


Captain Faulkner in 1801 

■■ Burgess , _ __ 

Harvey and Hull „ . 

’ — James Montague . . . . in 1813 

Wescott 

— Moss and Riou .... - 

Admiral earl Howe (2 instalments) 

Right hon. sir Ralph Abercrombie (2 instalm.) 
Major-general Dundas (2 instalments) in 1804 
Marquis Cornwallis (2 instalments) . in 1808 

Capt. George Duff (1st instalment) . . 

Lord viscount Nelson (1st. instalment) - _ 

Captain John Cooke (1st instalment) . 

Right hon. William Pitt (1st. instalment) 

Captain Harding (1st. instalment) . . in 181 1 
Sir JohnMoQre (1st. instalment) . . - 


. . 4.4440 

. . 5544 

. . 3336 
. . 3889 

• . 4441 

. . 4441 

. . 4432 

1813 6648 
. . 2225 

- . 4434 

. . 561 

. . 2217 
. . 561 

• . *217 

- . 338 
• 1 444 


Total 


£.51,368 


What an example for imitation! What a laudable pride must 
every Englishman feel on the review of such munificence! How 
much to be regretted must our parsimony appear on the mortify- 
ing comparison! 


Americanus. 
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FOR TIIE PORT FOLIO — REVIEW OF LITERATURE. 

And do yon think there any who are influenced by this? 

Oh lad! yes, sir;— the number of those, who undergo the fatigue of judging 
for themselves is very small indeed. SheridiVs Critic. 

Letter to Albert Gallatin, esq. on the Doctrine of Gold and Silver, and the evils 

of the present Banking System, in effect and tendency. By Publieola. 

New York, 1815. 

An appeal to the public on the conduct of the Banks in the city of New York. 

By a Citizen. New York, Dec. 1815. 

Plan of an Improved System of the Money Concerns of the Union. By Erick 
Bollman, M. D. Philadelphia, January, 1816. 

These are the only pamphlets which have appeared on the 
important subject of our national currency since our editorial la- 
bours commenced: a subject that is discussed with so much want of 
knowledge in congress, and is viewed with so mucfrindifference by 
the public at large, that it becomes a double duty to treat it at some 
length. But reflecting men would not wish to be considered as in- 
different to a state of things, on which the present and future welfare 
of the community so materially depends. We have no national cur- 
rency— we have 200 millions in paper, and 15 millions in specie— 
we have 260 independant banking institutions, whose paper does not 
circulate, on an average, above 30 miles from the bank that issues it 
—no man can leave his home and travel two days* journey without 
having the paper refused, with which he started — no man can come 
from the western country to any of our seaport towns without being 
obliged to suffer a loss upon his paper, to the full amount of half a pro- 
fit on the goods he wishes to purchase— every body complains, no- 
body can find the remedy — the jarring interests and views of those 
who act from pure, and those who oppose them from selfish motives, 
seem to threaten a permanency to the disgraceful system of swind- 
ling speculation, which taints so many of our banking institutions. 

So far then from complaining of the “ inundation of pamph- 
lets” on the bank question, like one of the southern representa- 
tives in the present congress, we should be glad to see the ground 
still more trodden, until after diligent exploring we should feel 
satisfied that we were travelling on a certain and safe path. 
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In looking over the letter to Albert Gallatin, the first thing 
that strikes us, is, that there are ninety-four pages of close print- 
ing, without a single marginal note, chapter, division, or breathing 
place: no pause, no division of subjects, no mechanical assistance 
to the memory, no vantage ground, from which the reader may 
survey the surrounding country, and calculate the amount of his 
gains after suffering the smooth monotony of the road he has 
passed^ 

The next general remark obtruding itself, is, that all the sen- 
tences are well rounded, and the current of composition flows on 
with a measured, and even course, but without producing any dis- 
tinct impression, excepting that sense is sacrificed to sound, and 
that the author has more command of words than of ideas. His 
style is stately without energy, and smooth without being lucid. 

Another general remark, impossible to be avoided in perusing 
this book, is the boyish introduction of metaphysics into the discus- 
sion of a practical question, and bringing forward to the reader’s 
acquaintance the “ gigantic minds” of Locke, Newton, Stewart, 
Montesquieu, Hume, Smith, and Hamilton, and giving conse- 
quence to his own a pigmy conceptions,” by mounting on the 
shoulders of these giants: for these are the author’s own expres- 
sions, and he must not complain if we should adopt them. This 
ostentatious display of extensive reading, of high-sounding names, 
and exaggerated epithets, is a common fault among youthful au- 
thors every where, and particularly in our own country. 

The writer agrees (p. 5) that the diseased condition of the 
circulating medium is not to be ascribed to the stoppage of specie 
payments by the banks. This is very true. There were many 
channels by which money flowed out of the United States during 
the war, which we shall notice hereafter, but few or none by which 
it eptered. In addition to these circumstances, the want of a ge- 
neral circulating medium in the country rendered it impossible for 
the government to collect taxes or receive loans except in the 
paper current at the respective places where their demands were 
payable. Government therefore must have become possessed of 
notes of almost all the banks of the Union, with which it was 
obliged to make payments in sections of the country where these 
notes had not usually circulated, and would not pass. These 
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were bought up at a discount, and sent on to the banks that issued 
them, with a demand for specie in return. Moreover, the daily 
decrease of specie, and the disturbance of the usual circulation by 
the disbursements of government during the war, was among the 
most operative causes of the suspension of specie payments; which 
does not appear to have been occasioned, in any perceptible de- 
gree, by over-issues of the banks, or want of public confidence in 
them. 

Had there been but one national bank in the United States, 
whose paper should be the foundation of all other bank issues, a 
suspension of specie payments might have been avoided. But 
under existing circumstances, the banks were compelled into the 
measure; and the blame must be imputed to the want of know- 
ledge and energy in congress which permitted this state of things, 
rather than any want of confidence in the public, as to the solven- 
cy of the banks whose notes were in circulation. 

Neither could the banks since, with any prudence, have cal- 
led in their paper, so as to enable them to pay specie: such a re- 
duction of their paper issues would have occasioned intolerable 
distress among their customers, and would have injured the credit 
of the banks as much as the credit of the trading public. Nor can 
specie payments be resumed, till the quantity of specie in the 
country be increased by commerce with those countries which 
supply it. These ideas however do not seem to have been con- 
templated by this author with any steady view: he speaks of the 
conduct of the banks with timidity: the subject is difficult— some 
are of one opinion, some of another — much may be said on both 
sides, and we are left in the same state of uncertainty in which he 
finds us; an uncertainty, not diminished by the strange difficulties 
he throws in the way, which would not easily have occurred to any 
other writer. 

For instance, to probe this evil to the root (p. 7) we must 
inquire why banks possess the power of “ suspending specie pay- 
ments, and by what means they can with impunity wield that pow- 
er, and overstep their charted rights. To determine the ultimate 
causes of depreciation, and the scarcity of specie, we must analyse 
doctrines the most intricate in the range of political economy.” 
He then goes on to enumerate those intricate doctrines, and brings 
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la review the writers already mentioned) whose opinions) as he 
says, were divided on this subject. This really appears some- 
what like an elaborate inquiry, why a man, who is walking, pos- 
sesses the power of standing still. 

The author proceeds (p. 8) to investigate the divisions and 
the properties of mind and of matter as connected with this sub- 
ject Of mind, as divided into the social intellect and the warlike 
intellect: of matter, as divided into population and physical power; 
money being a part of this last division; and then follow some 
common-place remarks from Montesquieu, Hume, Stewart, Wil- 
liam Pitt, and colonel Hamilton, apparently, as it should seem, to 
prove that if a man buys more than he sells, the balance of dealing 
will be against him. This position that reminds us of another great 
man, lord Monboddo, who in his “ ancient metaphysics” tells us, that 
when a man opines, he opines something, and therefore the sub- 
ject of an opinion is not nothing. But like a careful nurse, afraid 
of venturing his baby opinion into the world alone, he gives the 
management of the leading strings to Aristotle, and some other 
wiseacres among the ancient Greeks, under whose authority he 
shelters himself like Teucer behind the shield of Ajax. 

At page 1 3, we came to a passage of such profound and hid- 
den meaning, that it strongly reminded us of the lucubrations of 
the teutonic theosopher, Jacob Behmen, the expositor of iny»- 
tico-raetaphysic theology. We transcribe it faithfully : “ But 
although the natural state of things is impeded, it incessantly gra- 
vitates. Every thing’ commercial, is constantly tending to its natu- 
ral station, to its intrinsic level; and the tendency is most rapid 
and uniform, when social intellect is least cramped. The United 
States form an unparalleled illustration; and the gigantic expan- 
sion of Great Britain affords another, though in a minor ratio. 
Hence that nation in which social intellect and population are most 
expanded, physical capacity most improved, and gold and silver 
most abundant, has approached most nearly to its actual station, 
and possesses the least comparative expansibility; and vice verea” 

This may be a result and a specimen of extensive knowledge 
and profound research, like one of Hoyle’s games of whist, or 
one of Dr. Vince’s mathematical papers: to us, however, whose in- 
tellects are not commensurate with the depth of these observations, 
vol. i. u u 
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and who are at a loss to conceive how any thing can approach to 
it 8 actual station, they seemed perfectly enigmatical; and remind- 
ed us most forcibly of the plays of our childhood, when we in- 
quired, u riddle my riddle my ree; I pray you unriddle what this 
may be.” 

This author has yet to learn, that to trace and discuss a sub- 
jeot through its remotest causes and minutest ramifications, is as 
useless as it would be endless; for in this world, all things are con- 
nected. In truth, there is seldom occasion for such a farrago of 
hard words as Publicola delights in, or for new fangled doctrines, 
and numerous quotations of ill-digested passages from authors of 
repute, who could not have foreseen the existence or the causes 
of the present state of things. If a man’s head be fractured by a 
heavy blow with a club, and colonel Hamilton were asked why is 
this man dead, he would answer because his scull has been frac- 
tured by a heavy blow, and the world would understand him. Not 
so Publicola: he would be aware of the difficulties involved in the 
question: he would inquire why the man was knocked down— 
when he was knocked down — what wood the club was made of — 
whether he rose again after being knocked down— what were the 
symptoms of his death— with a discussion of the doctrines of 
weight, velocity, and momentum, and the anatomical structure of 
the parts that suffered lesion-^this might lead to the more impor- 
tant inquiries as to the social intellect, the warlike intellect, intel- 
lectual expansibility, and Dr. Gall's craniography, with the senti- 
ments of all the gigantic minds who have treated these abstruse 
investigations. This indeed might serve for an illustration of the 
old remark, that the longest way about is the shortest road home, 
but his readers would hardly thank him for the labour taken by 
himself or imposed upon them. 

These remarks were suggested by the perusal of p. 47, among 
other passages liable to similar animadversion: here, after stating 
the remedies which he recommends for this national disease, viz. the 
erecting a specie bank of 30 millions, and a loan office for loans on 
improved estates, he proceeds to discuss the doctrine of interest. 
This he makes to depend on the play of affinities of his favourite 
elements, social intellect, warlike intellect, population, physical 
capacity, and particularly money: to which he joins stable govera- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



REVIEW OF LITERATURE. 


339 


ment and wholesome jurisprudence. Probably all he says on 
this subject, we should find excelleht, if we fully comprehended 
it; but as that is not the case, we must refer the reader to the pas- 
sage, who probably will be able to discover the hidden treasure 
of good sense which has escaped our research. For the present 
we must be content with our own less complicated view of the 
subject. 

In fact, nothing can be more simple than the question of inte- 
rest, which .is the price paid for the use of money lent. On what 
does this pri ce depend ? On the value of money . On what does its 
value depend? Like all other value, on supply and demand. On 
what depends supply? If the money be coin , and the nation has no 
mines, on the briskness of commercial intercourse with nations 
abounding in coin. If fiafler , on the readiness with which it is 
furnished by government and by banks. On what depends de- 
mand? On the opportunities of employing advantageously the 
money borrowed. All the circumstances therefore which influ- 
ence commerce and credit, and principally those which affect the 
security of commercial transactions, must affect the rate of in- 
terest. These circumstances are* too numerous to admit of de- 
tail here, but so obvious to every thinking man, as not to need it. 

The mode of curing the present diseased state of our curren- 
cy proposed by Publieola, is a specie bank, with a capital of 30 
millions, and a loan office. The one to be a commercial bank, the 
other to lend money on the security of deposits and landed estates. 
As to the first, where is the specie to come from? How is it to be 
permanently supplied while the majority of our 260 banks are un- 
able to pay in specie? And how is this bank to cure the disorder? 
Our author has not told us, and we know not. In fact, all loan 
offices must produce or increase the evil of inordinate issues. 
They lend for long terms: and if their notes are convertible into 
specie, they will soon stop: if not convertible into specie, they add 
to the causes of depreciation, whatever those causes may be. 
This author would do well to remember, that on practical subjects, 
clear ideas expressed briefly in plain language, is the perfection 
of fine writing. 

The second pamphlet is not of sufficient importance to dwell 
upon in a review which we have already extended beyond common 
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bounds, because the subject is of more than common moment. 
It appeared, originally, in the New York Courier j and the author 
accuses Mr. Calhoun of having used it pretty freely in forming a 
speech recently delivered in congress. These two circumstances 
have made it so well known, that we shall be pardoned for passing 
it by: as we feel very much in the mood of the German who was 
impatient to hear « Dr. Johnson speak.” We hasten therefore to 
the third, which is entitled, in our opinion, to great consideration, 
because it is short and clear, and discusses, in an intelligible man- 
ner, all the most important views of the question. 

Dr. Bollman is already well known as a political economist, 
by his letter to Mr. Baring in Mr. Walsh’s review, by his Para- 
graphs on Banks, and by his letter to judge Cooper in the Empo- 
rium. The character of this pamphlet, like Dr. Bollman’s other 
writings on the same subject, is that of plain good sense, delivered 
in perspicuous language, without any mixture whatever of unne- 
cessary prolixity or ostentation in the style and manner. But the 
truths delivered, though obvious and elementary, are not the less 
important, nor the less needed in the present state of public know- 
ledge. 

The leading ideas of this writer, are in substance these: 

Until lately, money or coin has been considered as the only 
efficient medium of commerce, from its comparative durability, 
its regularity of supply in proportion to consumption, and its ge- 
neral adoption for this purpose in every commercial country; so 
that payment can be made with it every where. 

But bullion, of which coin is made, is also an article of commerce 
itself, and in this character its value is liable to great fluctuation, 
owing to the fluctuation in its quantity general or local, and fluctua- 
tion in the demand for it: it is liable to wearand tear, and is ill adapt* 
ed for large payments, and for transportation. It wants therefore the 
character which a circulating medium ought to possess to be per- 
fect, viz. that it shall answer the purpose of a circulating medium 
alone, without being itself a fluctuating article of commerce inde- 
pendant of its use as a circulating medium. 

Of late years, in the commercial countries of Europe and in 
this country, by means of banks, paper money (bank notes) has 
been substituted for coin, and as the representative of coin: and 
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they are now the representatives not merely of coin, but of credit. 
Paper money facilitates in a very high degree all the operations of 
commerce; it is of small bulk; it is easily transferable; it has no 
intrinsic value to impress on it a double character. From being 
in the first instance a representative of coin, it has now gradually 
become the representative of credit, and of property. A charac- 
ter, which general use has gradually bestowed upon it. 

The facility of manufacturing this paper medium of com- 
merce, and of throwing it into circulation, has a tendency to depre- 
ciate the value of coin, and to enhance the value of every other 
commodity: for while paper serves in lieu of coin, the latter be- 
comes less necessary, and while that which is given for^ommodi- 
ties can be easily produced, the commodities themselves will in- 
crease in value. If money could be multiplied with the same ease 
as paper, the effect would be the same; that is, commodities would 
rise in value. If there be in the market 100 dollars and 100 bush- 
els of corn, the com will be a dollar per bushel; if there be 200 
dollars and 100 bushels of corn, the latter will be two dollars per 
bushel. Hence, too great an abundance of circulating medium , 
whether it be corn or paper, produces its own depreciation. This 
depreciation, when it steadily continues, gives rise to all the spe- 
culations of brokerage, and has a bad effect on the morals of the 
community: but in its progress it operates, however, as a stimulus 
to industry; for it gives the appearance, often fallacious, of high 
compensation to successful industry and adventure. It requires 
gome time for the public to discover, that high prices are not 
always synonimous with great gains. This state of things there- 
fore is more advantageous than a gradually increasing want of 
money, which paralyses industrious effort, and operates chiefly 
against the poor. A medium between these situations ought to 
be aimed at 

Chap. 2. On the advantage 9 qf hank money over opecie, a* 
well a$ aver treasury note a, and other paper currency iseued by 
government . 

Paper money, from the facility with which it is thrown into 
circulation and kept there, is more apt to produce depreciation 
than coin: the latter can be hoarded, can be exported, can be 
worked up by j dwellers and other manufacturers: coin is more 
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apt to produce scarcity, from these causes, thaq paper; and this is 
the greater evil of the two. 

Money also in the form of coin, is so much dead capital: but 
its value can be brought into circulation by means of its represen* 
tative, paper. 

In the United States, paper currency is peculiarly necessary, 
from the greater increase of active population in the same periods 
than in the old countries; requiring a greater and proportionally 
steady increase of circulating medium. This can be certainly 
furnished by paper money, not so certainly by means of coin. Pa* 
per therefore adapts itself more easily to the exigencies of the times. 
The fluctuation in the quantity and value of coin, before the gene- 
ral introduction of paper money, was often found to be a great evil. 
The great use of paper money in time of war, and the great evils 
it prevents in a country overrun by an enemy, often has been felt 
Coin can and will be plundered: paper will not Formerly, trea- 
sure was carried out of a country by a conquering army; at pre- 
sent it remains. In this way a country with a paper currency suf- 
fers least, as was exemplified during the last war in Austria which 
had, and in Prussia which had not a paper medium. 

The use of a bank and of bank notes, is, to make busine 99 
itself become fir oduc true qf the means (fits transaction , viz. money: 
and agam y to cause the diminution of business to produce its absorp- 
tion. This cannot be done with metals. Whether produced in a 
country or not, the accumulation, importation and transportation 
are not easily regulated. Neither can it be dene with government 
papery whose issues do not depend on the wants of commerce, but 
on the wants of the government: nor can an excessive issue of this 
kind of paper be absorbed by commerce. 

Nothing can effect the beneficial purpose and uses of paper 
money, but the notes of a bank, which are never called into exist- 
ence till the trade of the community demands them. So that the 
supply to the public will be proportionate only to the public wants: 
and, generally speaking, none will be called for, but on the reason- 
able expectation that after being repaid with bank interest, they 
will afford a profit to the trader who calls for them. This is 
a character of bank paper, which government paj>er cannot pos- 
sess. 
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(It is true, occasionally the issues may be more than prudence 
requires: they may be lent to imprudent expense, or wild specu- 
lation: but this is always spon checked by the interest that indor- 
sers have in checking it, and by the watchful eye of bank directors. 
There can be no excessive issues, therefore, from a bank ma- 
naged with common honesty and prudence. Nor has there been any 
depreciation of paper compared with money, in this country, owing 
to such excessive issues. The scarcity can be well accounted for, 
from, 1 st. Exportation as an article of commerce to Europe, where 
coin bore a premium. 2d. Exportation to Europe to purchase 
goods that were wanted, where we had no articles to sell. 3d. 
Purchase of British government bills during the war. 4th. Ex- 
portation to the East Indies. 5th. Hoarding. 6th. Specie pay- 
ments for smuggled goods. 7th. The dispersion of coin in mili- 
tary payments on the frontiers. 8th. Unfavourable balances 
abroad requiring specie payments. The only imprudent issues 
have been in the country, on protracted loans and mortgages, 
which do not furnish the means of reproduction; farming will not 
bear bank interest; and in this respect, country banks are not de- 
sirable. But this evil is not of great magnitude. Reviewer.) 

As a general rule, therefore, loans of bank paper will not be 
demanded, but on the expectation of making money by them; nor 
will they be generally granted, unless upon the strength of real 
transactions, or prudent speculation. Hence, when the state of 
commerce does not require bank issues, the notes will be returned 
to the banks and absorbed. 

To produce these good effects, the management of all banks 
should be in the persons who are interested to make them pro- 
ductive; i. e. in the stockholders principally, rather than in the go- 
vernment of the country. 

Chafi. 3. On the actual state of the money concerns in this coun- 
try , and itk injurious tendency . 

There exist at present in the United States 150 banks, with 
about 2000 directors, (there are 260 banks. Reviewer.) who, 
since August, 1814, have not paid in specie, yet the difference be- 
tween their notes and specie can be well accounted for from the in- 
creased value of the latter, owing to circumstances already enu- 
merated: and the greater price of the necessaries of life from in- 
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creased duties and taxes. The present evil consists in the want 
of due security against future depreciation, and the want of a na- 
tional currency. The present directors proceed in the cautions 
tramels of past habits, but what new men may do, cannot be fore- 
seen. They may diverge from practices sanctioned by experi- 
ence, and the possibility of it, produces a feeling of insecurity. 

The want of a national medium, is the cause that almost 
every town has its own currency, and this varies in value from die 
balance of trade, and the more or less prudence with which notes 
have been issued. This evil may increase till a want of confidence 
produces depreciation which may extend indefinitely. Hence the 
embarrassments of domestic trade, the tax upon the fair dealer, 
the inequality of imposts and duties, which treasury notes have 
not remedied. Hence the temptation to defraud the revenue, and 
the complication of public accounts from the various values of 
notes received and issued. 

Chmfi . 4. On the best method of fireventing further and future de- 
fir cciat ion ef bank fiafier . 

For this purpose there must be a general, a national currency. 
Shall this be coin or paper? It cannot be coin, for the necessary 
quantity does not exist in the Union. (Mr. Calhoun, the chairman 
of the committee on the national bank bill, states 230 millions of 
paper, and 15 millions of cash dollars as the present proportion. 
Reviewer.) If all banks are compelled to pay in specie, that 
specie will be drawn out in a short time, and exported for mer- 
cantile purposes, or hoarded by those on whom past events have 
preduced a fear of the future. Less than one third the amount 
in specie of the notes in circulation will hardly be sufficient to 
restore full confidence, but where is it to be procured? At home 
it does not exist in sufficient quantity. (And while the balance of 
trade is against us, it must necessarily be exported as a means of 
payment, where our commodities are not in demand, and our paper 
will net pass. Rev.) 

But if we could introduce specie payments at the present 
moment, is it expedient to do so? (Suppose the specie payments 
into the intended national bank as subscriptions, would enable that 
bank to go on steadily in paying specie for their notes When de- 
manded, could the other banks do so? If not, they must stop; and 
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a scene of confusion and bankruptcy would be the result, which 
cannot be too maturely weighed. Rev.) 

Chap, 5. . On the most advantageous practicable organization of a 
national bank . 

If specie payments cannot be made, national paper must 
be issued. This ought not to be any kind of merely governmental 
paper, such as treasury notes, for they are not within the control 
of the directors — not regulated by the demands of commerce, and 
contain no principle of reproduction. 

The desirable object is, to bring again all bank notes to an uni* 

' form value, and to provide aa effectual check against their being 
issued in excess. (Of which there may be danger if they are 
exchanged in too great quantity for governmental paper. The 
directors of the bank of England were well aware of this truth, 
and repeatedly refused bank accommodation to Mr. Pitt. Rev.) 

To attain this object, we must endeavour to make all other 
bank notes convertible into national paper, as is done in England. 
(It cannot be too much insisted on, that the conduct of that wise 
nation in her banking concerns, founded on very long and very 
extensive experience, deserves great consideration before it be 
rejected. Rev.) 

But if the bank issues be circumscribed by the amount of 
specie in the vaults, the remedy proposed for existing evils will 
be so slow as to prove nearly inefficient; and therefore a national 
specie currency is on this account unadvisable. 

The author therefore proposes a middle course: viz . that the 
notes qf the national bank should be rendered payable on demand , 
either in coin or in six per cent . stock at par y at the option qf the 
institution ; and that the interest of the national debt should be paid 
in coin . 

The whole sum of specie required for the payment of the 
interest of the national debt will be about eight millions, wanted 
only at known periodical instalments. As many of the holders of 
government securities will not want specie, their demands will be 
carried, in many instances, to the credit of their accounts, and 
therefore a much less sum than eight millions may answer. This 
specie payment of interest, will stamp a specie value on the prin* 
cipal. Hence the option given to the institution will amount, in 
VOL. i. xx 
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fact, to payment in specie, or an equivalent to specie. This will 
prevent the government securities from being excessively issued, 
for in this case they will be returned upon the bank* and the evil 
will correct itself. This plan will relieve the bank from the diffi- 
culty of circumscribing its issues, for it will give a specie value 
to the stock thus paid out. 

Such stock cannot fall much below par, for in that case the 
bank would buy in. Nor will it go above par, for it can be had at 
par at the bank itself. Nor, while interest is at six per cent, will 
any body purchase government paper, unless on some extraordi- 
nary occasion, when it affords less. Should government stock be 
wanted for foreign speculation, the bank can maintain the equi- 
librium by making specie payments. 

This plan once in execution, the interest of the country banks 
will bg to pay their notes in bank paper; if they do not, the re- 
spective states can compel them. But it will be the interest of the 
national bank to establish a connection, with state banks only, and 
the minor banks may make their arrangement with the state 
banks: preserving in this respect the federal principle of our po- 
litical institution. 

Then follow some illustrations of this plan; and a proposal to 
substitute platina tokens for gold and silver coin, which would 
prevent counterfeiting and exportation, in Dr. Bollman's opinion: 
and his remarks in this respect deserve much consideration. 

Such is the outline of the ideas offered to the public in this 
Unostentatious, but important pamphlet; on which we have dwelled 
longer than an octavo publication of 52 pages may seem to de- 
mand, but not longer than its merits require. Before we proceed 
to state our own observations, it will be proper to say that the plan 
of bank payments proposed by Dr. Bollman has been adopted 
from the remarks of judge Workman on the same subject in the 
Analectic review, as Dr. Bollman acknowledges, and whose plan 
and recommendatory remarks, in somd measure varying, though 
generally agreeing with the reasons in favour of it assigned by 
Dr. Bollman, well deserve a separate publication in the form thejr 
are given in the True American, of Philadelphia, Jan. 24, 1816: 
for the subject, as we venture to prophesy, will continue to excite 
increasing interest, until some truly efficient plan be adopted. 
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which is not likely to be the case yet. In the meantime, we sub- 
mit the following observations, .suggested by the perusal of this 
pamphlet, in conjunction with the strange debates now taking 
place in congress on the bank question. 

1st. It will be impossible for a specie bank to be established, 
if there be, as its advocate, Mr. Calhoun, states, 170 millions of 
bank paper actually drawing interest in the nation, issued on the 
credit of fifteen millions of coin*. 

3d. For the reasons assigned by Dr. Boljman, a paper cur- 
rency is preferable to a specie currency. Its value is single, as a 
medium of commerce only: it is easily transportable: it facilitates 
commercial contracts: it renders a dormant specie capital in the 
banks needless: it is not so liable to fluctuation: it is equally a 
representation of property and of credit. 

3d. The only paper medium ought to be that which furnish- 
es the means of its own reproduction: viz. bank notes issued on 
commercial transactions, and borrowed, for temporary expedience 
with a view to make a profit on their use. 

4th. The directors ought to be stockholders, and appointed 
by stockholders: but as government may also become a stock- 
holder, partly by right of bonus for the monopoly granted, and 
partly by right of actual subscription, government should be re- 
presented in the direction, in the proportion of stock held in the 
name of the executive, and no more. 

5 th. To inspire public confidence, such a bank must be found- 
ed on its use to commerce, on the facilities which it gives to the 
trade and manufactures of the country, and in the reasonable pro- 
fit thence derived to the stockholders. Such a bank is likely to 

• We are well aware that the principal banks in Philadelphia, New York, 
Boston and Baltimore ean resume specie payments, if they will sell their sis per 
cent stock, as they oaght to do, and call in the notes which they issued on the 
purchase of such stock. Bnt they are not inclined to do this, while they can 
draw interest from the government for their stock, and from the public for their 
notes. Still this capacity will not be general among hanks: specie exists, so far 
as we know, but in very small proportion to the paper issued: it does not relate 
to the hatch of banks, which our legislative financiers in Pennsylvania have erect- 
ed. In Pennsylvania, upon the average, the coin exists in banks in the propor- 
tion of one -tenth of the notes issued. 
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be conducted with prudence, and its notes will obtain credit. Go- 
vernment, like individuals, will .be entitled to accommodation in 
proportion to the quantum of profitable business it transacts with 
the bank, but no more. Let the idea once 'go abroad that it is 
merely a government engine, and established or conducted with a 
principal view to afford facilities to governmental operations by 
loans in support of political measures, and the public confidence 
in its security will be destroyed, at least among intelligent men. 
For there will be no guard in this case against excessive issues, 
in as much as the bank has no control over the operations of go- 
vernment be they wise or not, and in as much as government paper 
has no commercial character, is not reproductive; it does not, 
like bank paper, supply the means of repayment and of profit. 

6th. Such a bank can only succeed in a large commercial 
town: it might as well be placed on the waters of Lake Erie as 
at Washington. Its directors must be men habituated to com- 
mercial transactions. At .the seat of government it would be,— -or 
what is the same thing, the public would believe it to be, — under 
the control of politicians instead of merchants. 

7th. Government however ought to have an important share 
in, and a superintending eye over such an establishment, and de- 
mand annual statements of its concerns. This would contribute 
to strengthen confidence, while the great object of the institution 
would still remain as before, viz. a reasonable profit to the stock- 
holders derived from prudent loans. 

We object to judge Workman’s and Dr. Bollman’s optional 
plan of payment, 

1st. Because the bank cannot control the issues of treasury 
paper, and therefore cannot prevent depreciation under circum- 
stances of governmental imprudence. If it could control go- 
vernment issues, it would be in effect the government. 

2d. The bank proposed will not be able at all times to buy up 
government paper when it is falling; as the commissioners of the 
British sinking fund support the stocks. 

3d. The public will lose confidence in a stock-jobbing bank. 

4th. The treasury paper is not founded on commercial wants, 
and has not the principle of reproduction in it; nor can over issues 
be readily absorbed by commercial transactions. 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 




LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


349 


5th. All such governmental paper would bring on issues of 
bank paper beyond the demands of commerce. 

6th. If I wish to send 500 dollars to Europe, will a treasury 
note answer my purpose? 

These are our objections to the scheme proposed by these in- 
genious men, which our readers will appreciate as they deserve. 

C. 

LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.— FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

Maret, Duke of Bassano, now in Germany, has published 
memoirs of his life. 

Mr. Eastbum, of New York, has just published u The Jour- 
nal of a Tour and Residence in Great Britain, by a French tra- 
veller. With remarks on the country, its arts, literature and 
politics; and on the manners and customs of its inhabitants/ 9 
This is said to be the most intelligent, most copious and impartial 
account that any foreigner has ever given of Great Britain. It is 
the production of a French gentleman, who left his own country 
many years ago, and resided a long time in the United States. 

W. B. Gilley, New York, proposes to print a six-sheet map 
of the United States and the contiguous British and Spanish pos- 
sessions. 

Mr. Carey, Philadelphia, has published the Paris Spectator , 
which we lately announced. 

Anthony Finley has published M Engravings of the Bones, 
Muscles and Joints. By John Bell, Surgeon. Part Second. 
Containing engravings of the muscles and of the joints. 99 4to. 
price £6. The name of Bell is so well known to the medical 
world, that we need say nothing in favour of this book. Of this 
first American edition, it is only necessary to state that the plates 
are faithfully executed. 4to. 86. 

Dr. Barton has announced his intention of continuing the . 
Flora Virginica: sive plantarum, praecipue indiginarum Virginia 
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Historia inchoata, which was commenced by his deceased kins* 
man, the late professor Barton. 

Recently published by Deane and Myer, New Brunswick, N. 
J. A comprehensive view of the leading and most important prin- 
ciples of Natural and Revealed Religion. By Samuel S. Smith, 
D. D. L. L. D. late president of the college of New Jersey. 8vo. 
pp. 550.— A second edition of this work will shortly be put to press. 

Essays on the Church of God and Infant Baptism. By John 
M. Mason, D. D. L. L. D., provost of Columbia College, pp. 212, 
18 mo., second edition. 

In press, Familiar Letters on a variety of seasonable and im- 
portant subjects in Religion. By Jonathan Dickinson, formerly 
president of the college of New Jersey, pp. 350, l2mo. 

Mr. Nicklin, of Philadelphia, has issued proposals for print- 
ing The Institutes of the Christian Relioion, by John 
Calvin, translated from the original Latin, and collated with the 
author’s last edition in French, by John Allen. Honest old bishop 
Hall accounts this writer among the best expositors of scrip- 
ture, since the apostles left the earth. He. was approved by 
Saunderson , the bishop of Lincolny — extolled in the Ecclesiastical 
Polity of the eloquent Hooker, and his memory was cherished 
with “ high veneration” by bishop Horsley, as he himself informs 
us. For these reasons we readily assent to the opinion which has 
been published in our papers, that “ the learning and piety exhi- 
bited in these institutes will continue to demand, and must have, 
not only the attention of theological students, but the serious re- 
gard of the intelligent and well disposed of all denominations of 
protestants.” This is the language of our own countryman, Dr. 
J. P. Wilson, to whose judgment we are as willing to submit as to 
that of any prelate that has ever been distinguished by the crosier 
or the mitre. 

Mr. Riley, New York, has in the press the Marrow of the 
Church— 16 th East’s Reports, and a new novel by Joseph Bona- 
parte. He has also published the 2 Digest American Reports— 
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4 Taunton’s Reports — Law of Liens— Law of Carriers — the Post 
Captain — Walker’s School Dictionary — Clan-Albin, and John de 
Castro. We wish him the most ample success, because, in his 
dealings with writers, he acts promptly and pays liberally. ,Our 
essayists may spare themselves the trouble of making profound 
researches into the cause of the slow progress of American lite- 
rature. From the observation of some years, we can assure them, 
that there is no want of ability, but a most lamentable deficiency 
of patronage in this country. If they will add to this circumstance, 
the proverbial narrowness of booksellers in their negotiations with 
authors, — for they do not blush to require the labour of years as 
the equivalent of the risk and the expenditure of a few hundred 
dollars for a few months— there will be no difficulty in accounting 
for the present state of letters. 


ORIGINAL POETRY— FOR THE PORT FOUO. 

THE JOTS OF WINTER; OR, A TOUCH AT THE TIMES. 
, NO. I. 

Now Fashion waves her ever varying wand, 

In conscious triumph o’er her motley band: 

Beauty and Youth all other bonds disown, 

And smiling bow before her gilded throne, 

Old Age itself’ the genial transport greets, 

Springs thro’ the dance, and totters thro’ the streets. 

Strange, that man’s never tiring, fickle breast, 
Should not repose when Nature is at rest; 

But ever fluttering— ever on the wing, 

Should seek itself to form a spurious spring! 
Strange, that the pilgnm in tnis vale of strife, 
Should mark no Winter to his fleeting life! 

Knows he, when sporting in the Summer’s breeze, 
That Winter’s blasts his curdling veins shall freeze: 
Heeds he— when Spring the manly ardour gave, 
That falling Autumn leads but to the grave! 
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The joys of Winter, and the Fair, I sing; 

Mirth in the soul, and w pleasure on the wing*'— 
Yet should my song, in sudden mo<»d, be fraught 
With some uncouth, some moralising thought; 
Swerve from the path of Fashion, and lament 
Some new misfortune to a fellow sent— 

Nay more— (should wo in some sad garb appear) 
Breathe the heart's sigh and drop the briny tear, 
Forgive the bard, and spare the threaten'd sneer. 

Joy to the beau, whose summer-jaunts but save 
Decrepid boyhood from an early grave, 

Or serve to warm the relics of his frame, 

With one faint glimmering of a manly flame, 

To light the round of Winter's giddy joys, 

Where men are puppets — women, merely toys; 

Far be the joyless heart that never beats. 

One throb responsive to Religion’s sweets; 

Fool! — thus to waste what bounteous nature gave, 
Delusion’s votary — irreligion's slave— 

Patron of vice, possess'd of regal power, 

To rule the orgies of the midnight hour, 

Where men, with breasts as dark and drear as thine, 
Pass the lewd jest and pour the lecherous wine, 
Where all is sin, and every son of Mirth 
Is but a mass of <u animated earth," 

Nor aught within, nor aught without can tell. 

In such a for&i, a soul would deign to dwell. 

Joy to the matron, whose maternal heart, 

Has taught her daughter all the wiles of art, 

And mov'd the clock-work of the fair machine, 
From tender infancy to ripe sixteen; 

Fix’d with a glance and palsied with a frown, 

That future actress on that stage— the Town. 

The lardy Winter greets the promis’d age, 

And custom welcomes Ellen on the stage; 

The happy maiden springs from home's dark night, 
To live, 'mid Fashion, in a blaze of light; 
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Teach her {>rown curl that long has wav’d in vain, 
Unrivall’d queen, o’er other curls to rei^m; 

Play off the bright “ artillery’* of her eyes* 

And o’er her band of Strephons tyrannize; 

Kill with a frown or ravish with a smile, 

Queen of the throng and leader of the style* 

Freak, flirt and flutter through her gilded day* 

And like her predecessor — pass away. 

Joy to that greater portion of mankind, 

Whose breasts the silken chains of Fashion bind* 
Now muslinet o’er finer limbs display’d 
Bids the gay mill’ner drive her varied trade; 

Some newer flounce, its sister flounce outvies, 

And gowns o’er gowns in rapid progress risex 
Now fox-skin tippets bear away the belle, 

But swans’-doWn capes proclaim their parting knell; 
Now shaggy bear-skin muffs usurp the sway, 

But fall, to dog-skin gloves, an easy prey; 

Morocco boots to pink*kid slippers yield, 

While fur-lin’d moccasins usurp the fieldt 
White satin slips, beneath rose-colour’d gauze, 
Sport thro’ the ball-room, loaded with applause, 
While “ evening^primrose-colour’d ribbons” shine 
Amid the lace— and madam looks divinel 
But now the gauze surrenders to blue crape, 

And “ grass*green-azure” shows the teeming shape; 
With “ byas folds” of satin, virgin white, 

Outshines the first — and madam is a fright! 
Wellington-hats pronounce the awful doom 
Of hat-Anglesey, with their ostrich plumex 
Waterloo turbans next in triumph soar, 

And even Wellingtons are seen no morel 
The brilliant “ ncgligt of pearls” outshines 
The wealth of Indian or Peruvian mines, 

’Till the tiara with its diamonds bright, 

Darken its splendour by a purer light*— 
vot. r. r y 
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And now the Fop begins to breathe once more, 

The gloomy reign of stupid Summer o’er, 

Like the foreed flow'r, that owes its sickly'bloom 
To pent up vapours in a hot-house room: 

The muslin folds that circle 'round his throat, 
Cream-colour'd small-clothes, and the Watson coat — 
The fair-top boots, whose glossy surface greets 
The very puppies that infest the streets — 

The small rim’d hat, whose equilibrium just 
The slightest breath would tumble to the dust; 

The Marseilles vest, whose pure, unsullied wliite, 
No envious dust has ventur’d yet to blight — 

The neat bamboo on either finger twirl’d, 

The disgrac’d produce of a distant world — 

The ponderous load of gorgeous seals and keys, 

Gilt, gold or brass — as envious rivals please— 

The quizzing-glass, by sable ribbon strung — 

The drawling affectation of the tongue, 

Which hardly seems possess’d enough of force, 

To urge a passage for the frequent curse — 

The snail-like pace that leads his Chinese feet, 

Along the tonish walks of Chesnut-street, 

The apish habits of his person show, 

The “ bit of blood,” and the accomplish’d beau: 

The pimpled fruits of last night’s orgies raise 
Their crater'd heads, and little Etnas blaze; 
Flesh-colour’d court plaister their summits hides, 
And checks the progress of the nauseous tides. 

The parch'd up lip, the saftron-tinctur'd cheek, 

The trembling hand, unnaturally weak, 

And ruby halos ’round the blood-shot eye, 

The nightly round of godless joys imply. 

Oh! Dissipation! boundless power is thine 
To draw frail nature to thy dazzling shrine: 

Fed but with tears — and pamper’d but with sighs, 
All earth thy altar*— man thy sacrifice! 

Thy specious smile deceives th’ unwary youth, 

And leads his footsteps from the paths of truth; 
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Sways his young heart, and bends his canker’d soul 
T o Satan’s sceptre, and to sin’s control: 

Thy hollow wiles the favourite son entice, 

To gambling haunts of infamy and vice, 

Bring down the parent, who his child would save, 

In heart-struck sorrow to the silent grave! 

Thy festering hands prepare the artful snare 
To draw the husband and the father there; 

“ Sharpen the dagger” — “ mix the poison’d bowl,” 

And hurl eternal torments on the soul! 

Accurs’d destroyer of domestic bliss, 

’Tis thou who guid’st him to the dark abyss, 

Points to despair, the self-destroying road, 

And drives the suicide before his God. 

Joy to the Maiden, whose unspotted heart 
Yields not fair Nature at the shrine of Art; 

Amid the dimples of her glowing cheek, 

Content and health their kindred mansions seek, 

And Virtue rears her purest, proudest crest, 

Within the temple of her godlike breast: 

No foreign curls — no foreign tints are there, 

But all is open — all is heavenly fain— 

She claims no sceptre — owns no subterfuge- — 

No dread cosmetio— no deceiving rouge: 

No pretty airs — no lisping nonsense knows, 

• Seeks not to grace her train with graceless beaux: 

No studied drawl hangs on her silver tongue, 

But all is Nature's sweetest, softest song: 

Her eyes on all alike their radiance roll, 

Cheat not the senses, but entrance the soul — 

Her words are Friendship — universal theme, 

Unlike the fantasies of Love’s sweet dream; 

No dazzling meteor of the troubled brain, 

To guide the quivering shafts of piercing pain, 

But one soft source of general delight, 

One steady beam of universal light. 

Frederick. 

( To be continued.) 
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We have been so much in the habit of tnrning away from the disgusting 
trash) which has loaded the press, of late years, in the shape of odes and elegiac 
Stanzas, and above all, biographical memoirs, in commemoration of our military 
and naval officers, that the following verses would have escaped our attention, 
but for the kindness of a friend. They are from the pen of a very young gentle- 
man of the city of New York, and are highly honourable to his feelings and his taste. 
They abound with ideas: and are not indebted to mere words for their beauty. 

PH THE FATE OF THE UNITED STATES* SLOOP l’ePERVIER. 

Before the stars of liberty 
The crescent hid her head, 

' The thunders of their victory, 

She heard afar with dread; 

And when the foe she dar’d was near, 

{n tame submission quell’d her fear. 

But where is that brave bark that bore 
The tidings of success? 

She left behind the failing shore 
On ocean fathomless — 

Joy bade the welcome breezes blow, 

And Rapture sat upon the prow. 

The wheels of time have ceaseless roll'd 
That mock the dreams of man, 

Majestic as in days of old, 

When erst their march began— 

Why does that gallant bark yet stay; 

Why stops she on her gladsome way? 

Pays, weeks and months have fled, to join 
The years beyond the flood, 

Nor mortal might, nor power divine, 

Can call them where they stood. 

That gallant bark has heard her doom, 

She comes not — and she may not come! 

Thou who hast seen, when in the hour, 

That tried the dauntless brave, 

That mock'd the boast of human power. 

All impotent to save, 
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The sailor cast a hopeless eye, 

To threat’ning waves and frowning sky! 

The ties of friendship— nature— » love— 

All, all have own’d thy might, 

They cried aloud, but could not move, 

And sunk in one dark night. 

Despair around her mantle flung, 

Their dirge, the storms that whelm’d them, sung. 

For them, no dear and honour'd hand 
Shall close the failing ball, 

When gath’ring round, the gloomy band 
Of death, the soul appal; 

Nor earth by Christian footsteps hallow’d. 

Receive the corse the deep has swallow’d. 

In caves, dark, desolate and drear, 

The gallant and the gay, 

The forms so lov’d and cherish’d here, 

Are rav’ning monsters’ prey. 

Each bond of love and sorrow burst, 

Yes tyrant! thou hast done thy worst! 

Yet is thy power almighty then, 

Omnipotent on earth? 

Destroyer of the sons of men, 

Of beauty and of worth? 

And shall Oblivion's sable cloud 
That hid their fate, their memory shroud? 

O no! the gem that in the beds 
Where slumber all the brave, 

In vain its mellow lustre sheds 
Upon the envious wave, 

Transplanted to a royal shrine, 

With brighter lustre ne’er shall shine. 

Brave bird! thy wings have fail'd to soar, 

Thine eyes were closed for e’er, 

The shades of death came black’ning o’er, 

And horror brooded near — 

But she whose pinions never tire, 

Shall bear thee on hfcr wings of fire! Tyro, 
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

In turning over the pages of this journal for the month of 
September 1814, we found the anecdote of lady Jane Grey relat- 
ed at length, to which we have alluded in a former article in this 
number. It is contained in a communication from the present 
editor to his predecessor. 

One of the Paris papers informs us, that a celebrated Italian 
physician, Eus£b& Valli, who went to Constantinople for the pur- 
pose of taking the plague, in order to ascertain the nature of that 
disease, is about to come to this country to study omy yellow fever 
in the same manner. We feel great respect for the philanthropy 
of this gentleman, but we hope he will not get what he coma for. 

The poet who asks for a good motto to an epithal&mium is 
referred to P talma: u Let there be abundance of peace while the 
moon endureth.” 

The recent war with Great Britain has been so fully treated 
}n this journal, that we commenced our editorial labours with a de- 
termination not to administer in the remotest manner, to the de- 
testable spirit of rancour which some of our writers are striving 
to infuse into the minds of the people of this country, against a 
nation with which we are at peace. If the essay of “ Americanus,” 
conduced to this purpose, it should have been rejected. But the 
sentiments which it inculcates are those which every generous 
mind is willing to cherish. 

In this country and in England, we reverence the same Bible, 
and converse in the same tongue. Dryden and Shakspeare, and Ju- 
nius and Blackstone belong to us as much as they do to our an- 
cestors. But we have the same right to boast of our lynown that 
all nations have exercised in every age: and the surest way to pre- 
serve and increase that reputation, is to distinguish the men by 
whom it has been achieved. Let honours ennoble them, and opu- 
lence open her coffers to excite the emulation of cotemporary or 
succeeding ambition. Let the historian record their deeds, and 
their names become the burden of every song. Let them be ex- 
tolled by genius and admired by beauty. But while we are lavish of 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



- TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 359 


all that gratitude can give to the leader, let us not forget the poor 
soldiers who stand “to be popped at like pigeons for sixpence a 
day,” nor the tar, who “ perched* in the high and giddy mast” soars 
in the whirlwind and contends with the storm. There is, more- 
over, a vast difference between the merits of a seamen and a sol- 
dier, which ought to be regarded in the disposition of their pecu- 
niary rewards. The naval officer is always well fed*, well clad, well 
paid, and well housed. The soldier is very generally without these 
comforts, which must have no small influence upon physical pow- 
er and mental resolution. It is often their fate to pass the night 
on the cold ground, under a sheet of snow instead of Russia duck 
and rose blankets: the next day they trudge through the mire 
M many a weary mile” without food, and half clad; and at night they 
are summoned from the indulgence of almost exhausted nature, 
to gird on their swords and give battle to the foe. The seaman 
is also enriched by the plunder of his adversary, while the soldier 
would be branded with infamy, if he were to touch the purse of 
the subdued or the slain. 

Our correspondent is a gentleman whose pen was employed 
irt the service of his country, when the editor was “ puling in the 
nurse’s arms Without much personal acquaintance with him, 
we are quite familiar with, his writings; and yc therefore peru- 
sed with not more surprise than pleasure his well-merited ap- 
plause of the munificence of a glorious empire. Our political 
opinions differ very widely, but we shall always be ready to coin- 
cide with him whence applauds the gratitude of the liberal to the 
memory of the brave. 

As “ Silvio” calls himself a poet, we shall answer him in 
rhyme: ' 

Your poetry I’ve read, my friend. 

And like the half you pilfer’d best; 

But sure the piece you yet might mend— 

Take courage, man, and steal the rest. 

u Arcadius” possesses neither the silver sounds nor the sweet 
witchery of Fancy’s spells: sharp winter begins to disappear, and 
our fields will soon be fanned by the balmy wing of Favonius. 
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Instead of the hoarse strains of “ Arcadius,” we would welcome 
the approach of the vernal season in lively lays. 

The editor returns his thanks to the author of an inaugural dis- 
sertation, which was submitted to the examination of a learned fa* 
culty in New York/ Reviews of such publications are not embra* 
ced by the plan of this journal. 

% MW 

The poem entitled a Palestine,” inserted in our number for 
January, was in the hands of the printer before the present editor 
commenced his labours. Of that number he is answerable only 
for the articles at p. 42 and p. 48, which had been in the posses* 
sion of his predecessor a long time, — and the Literary Intelligence 
p. 92. The poem in question excited our suspicions at the time, 
because it displayed so much more learning and good taste than 
is to be* found, generally, in the productions of domestic manufac* 
ture. After some little research it was ascertained that it had 
been published in the Poetical Register for 1802. While we were 
deliberating on the manner of noticing so impudent an imposition, a 
letter from a correspondent, referred us to “ La Belle Assemble” 
for Feb. 1807, as “the local habitation” of this production. It 
was written by Mr. Reginald Heber of Brazen-nose college, 
Oxford. Our predecessor assures us that it came from England 
in MS. 


EPIGRAMS— FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

THE EVER-BLOOM. 

In peril or pleasure or wo, 

Rosa’s cheeks are like blooming rose-budsi 
No change to the pallid they know, 

Save at morn, when the maid ’s in the suds. 

PISTOL. 

On the merits of Willy Shakspeare, 

Learn’d Madame de Stael has enlarged, 

But says it to her doth appear, 

His “ Pistol is quite overcharged.” 

Qurvedo. 
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Various; that the mind 
Of desultory man, studious of change. 

And pleased with novelty, may be indulged.—- Cowper. 


Maikovtil and his compeers diffused elegant and instructive literature 
among the remotest provinces of the French monarchy, soothed trembling 
merit with all the blandishments of candid criticism, promoted the interests 
both of the fine and the useful arts, assisted the cause of science, successfully 
conducted Thalia and Melpomene to the stage, ahd above all,' rowed and fo€± 
tered infant Genius in the cradle. Uenxib. 


VOL. I. MAY, 1816. NO. 


FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

LIFE OF JOSEPH DENNIE, ESQ. 

It has long been our desire to present to the friends of the 
Port Folio, a brief, though faithful memorial of the lamented 
Dennis. The performance of this duty, which Plutarch justly 
ranks among the most important of life, and the most pleasing of 
friendship, has been delayed from motives of deference to one 
whose qualifications and whose rights are superior to ours. But 
his incessant engagements in the pursuit of a toilsome profession 
compel him to resign the melancholy office to our care; and we 
shall endeavour to discharge it with fidelity to ourselves, and jus- 
tice to the subject. 

He was the parent of this journal;*— for a long period its 
brightest ornament, and the zealous and honest friend of genius* 
It seems therefore peculiarly incumbent on one of his successors, 
who mourns alike the fascinating friend and the public teacher, 
that he should endeavour to inscribe his name on the tablet of 
biography. By honouring the dead, we excite the emulation q! 

vol. i. z z 
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those who survive; and no one is better entitled to this tribute 
than a writer who has contributed so much to the stock of social 
happiness. Gifted with genius and talents, which, in any other 
pursuit, would have been potent like the touch of Midas, Dennie 
sacrificed every thing to his passion for books. With an intrepi- 
dity which deserved a better reward, and an honourable confidence 
in his own strength, he entered the fields of knowledge. He cast 
away the scabbard, and brandished the faulchion against ignorance 
and impiety, prejudice and ridicule. He was cheered by the hope 
that his efforts and his example might increase the fund of lite- 
rature, and he expected his reward when our nation should assume 
her rank in the great republic of letters. Whatever was his 
success, his exertions have surely deserved the warm applause of 
his countrymen: and while this journal has laboured to perpetuate 
tfie renown of our heroes, to illustrate the wisdom of our states- 
men, and to vindicate the pretensions of American science, we 
should he guilty of unpardonable neglect, if we should forget the 
merits of one to whom we are all so much indebted. 

We therefore exhort the early associates of Dennie to unite 
with us in this service. The auxiliary efforts of a few of his 
friends, might enable us to offer some memoirs of the deceased, 
which, while they should do justice to his genius, would also show 
the severe loss which the country has sustained by his premature 
removal from the scene in which he was so useful an actor. It 
would indeed delight us, if those who knew our lamented friend in 
his native state, his friends and companions during those early 
years of study, in which he was silently preparing to shine in that 
brilliant sphere which was subsequently illuminated by the splen- 
dour of his genius, would communicate such anecdotes, letters, or 
other writings, as they may possess. To the lovers of literature, 
who sought his society, he was always accessible; with them 
he loved to hold communion; and it was in such circles that he 
poured out the treasures of an exuberant mind, with copious and 
careless profusion. Every one who heard him became his debtor, 
and the voice of literature now summons them to pay to his me- 
mory what has long been due. 

Dennie died in 1812, at the age of about forty-six. For 
more than half of that period his writings delighted and instructed 
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the readers of our country, and in no country are the readers so 
numerous. His Lay Preachers, which were first heard in a ham- 
let, soon seduced a crowd of listeners from the giddy rounds of 
fashion and frivolity: and he opened his Port Folio in this metro- 
polis on the first of January^ 1800. For the various pursuits of 
an editor of a literary and political journal no man was better 
fitted. Nature had endowed him with almost every attribute of 
genius, and her gifts were cultivated with eager enthusiasm and 
ardent application. He was, to adopt the language of his well- 
known motto, studious of change, and fond of novelty. With a 
sound judgment, he united a pure taste and a lively imagination. 
It was therefore expected that he should be, as he was, the orna- 
ment of every circle. Upon every topic of discourse he had 
something to offer; and we may apply to him, without exaggera- 
tion, the character which Johnson has drawn of Gilbert Walmaley , 
the friend of his youth: 

“ His studies had been so various, that I am not able to name 
a man of equal knowledge. His acquaintance with books was 
great; and what he did not immediately know, he could at least 
tell where to find. Such was his amplitude of learning, and such 
his copiousness of communication, that it may be doubted whether 
a day now passes in which I have not some advantage from his 
friendship.” 

But the talents of Dennie, splendid and various as they were, 
formed but a part of the bright side of his character. His heart, 
his tongue, and his purse, were always at the service of his friends, 
and he considered every man as his friend, who required his aid. 
He was a roan of letters, by profession. With no other occupa- 
tion than his pen, and inheriting no patrimony, he had but little 
wealth; but what he had, he shared with others cheerfully. In- 
deed he never seemed to toil for money. He was impelled by 
feelings of a more lofty nature. His ruling passion was the lite- 
rature of his native soil. If he was paid what he had 'earned, he 
received it as his right: but if his claims were neglected, they 
served but to point a period, and then were forgotten. Although 
he was frequently assailed by the malice of faction in the journals 
of the day, and had his share of the injuries of life, he was perhaps 
never known to utter a harsh expression of any one. He would 
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censure sects and parties with the keen indignation of an honest 
man: he would lash, with all the severity of satire, a whole people, 
in the aggregate, but the individual was never molested by his 
language or his pen. 

Of this temper, a striking proof is displayed in one of his 
letters, which is now before us. After inveighing in all the bit- 
terness of invective against the conduct of certain persons, by 
whom he had been ill treated, he thus addresses his corres- 
pondent: 

“ Pardon, my dear friend, the severity of sentiment which 
pervades a part of this epistle. My heart is wrung with anguish 
and resentment, when I reflect upon the past. In the ardour of 
passion, I sometimes, to use the poet's expression, sfieak daggers , 

when at the same time I should abhor to use them Over those 

expresssions which you think too rancorous, invoke that Charity 
which thinketh no evil, to draw her veil and conceal every senti- 
ment unworthy of 

Your friend and brother, 

DENNIE” 

This letter is dated at Groton, in the year 1790. His class- 
mates will understand the allusions: and they can advise us how 
to treat the matter in a biographical memoir. 

But it is time to stop. We did not sit down to write his cha- 
racter, but have been beguiled into this brief memorial by a fond 
remembrance of a man whom we loved; the instructive writer 
and the captivating companion. Justice demands that his friends 
should bear testimony to the splendour of his acquirements and 
the excellence of his heart. We hope that this appeal to them 
will not be perused with indifference, but that they will unlock 
their stores of information, and enable us to publish The Life 
and Writings of Joseph Dennie, esq. in a manner that shall 
not dishonour the dead, nor offend the living. 

%* It is proposed to publish this work in two crown octavo . 
volumes, in the finest style of typography. The impression will 
be limited to a very small number of copies. The first volume 
will contain the life of Mr. Dennie, and his Lay Preachers; in the 
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ftecond, we shall make a selection from his Farrago, An Author’s 
Evenings, The American Lounger, See. &c. 

The silhouette which accompanies this number of the Port 
Folio is as good a likeness as could be obtained from a mere pro- 
file. It is the most accurate likeness extant. 


BIBLICAL CRITICISM. 


Mb* Oljdsobool, 

In the Port Folio for March, one of your correspondents 
inquires, “ By what means was Mark enabled to convey to us in 
his gospel, c. 14, v. 39, the exact words of our Saviour’s prayer in 
the garden, when the three disciples had fallen asleep, and himself 
had previously gone to a distance from them?” 

A little attention to this and the parallel passages in Matthew 
and Luke, will show that there is no difficulty in the explanation. 

Matthew says: Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place 
called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here while 
I go and pray yonder. And he took with him Peter, and the two 
sons of Zebedee. — And he went a little farther , and prayed, Set. 
— And he cometh and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, 
What! could ye not watch with me one hour? — The spirit indeed 
is willing but the flesh is weak. He went away again the second 
time, and prayed, fee. And he came and found them asleep again, 
for their eye s were heavy. 

Mark says: And he went forward a little , See. And he 
cometh and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, 
sleepest thou! couldst thou not watch one hour? The spirit truly 
is ready, but the flesh is weak. And when he returned again, he 
found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy , &c. 

Luke says: And he was withdrawn from them about a stone 9 * 
oast, and kneeled down and prayed. And when he tose up from 
prayer, he found them sleeping for sorrow . 

The evangelist John does not particularly mention the cir- 
cumstance. From the account of the other three it appears, that 
the Saviour was removed at the time that he uttered the words in 
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question, u about a stone's cast” u forward a little”— .a M little 
farther.” The distance then might not at all preclude their hear- 
ing-— especially as it is said, w He was in an agony,” and prayed 
M earnestly.” 

But the objection alleged is — the disciples were asleep. 
Now it is not said that they slept the whole hour of the Saviour's 
absence. It was night, the usual time of repose — they u watched 
with him” as long as they were able, as their compassionate ipaster 
testifies. “ The spirit was willing,” but their eyes were heavy 
with sorrow— and before he returned they had fallen asleep. The 
words in question were probably pronounced before they were 
thus overcome; and if but indistinctly heard at that time, they 
were more clearly recalled to their memories, when they had 
received that Spirit of Truth, whom, on the same night, he had 
told them he would send to them, “ to bring all things to their 
remembrance whatsoever he had said to them.” 

Martha. 

AN AUTHOR’S EVENINGS.— FOR THE PORT FOUO. 

Marriage Contracts. — Dr. Gibson, in his Codex , observes 
that persons contracted to one another, are prohibited by the law 
of God from marrying against such precontract. Thus we find 
in Deut. xxiii. 23, 24, persons in that situation are called husband 
and wife: and in Matt. L 1 8, 20, the Holy Virgin is called Joseph's 
Wife, though she was only betrothed to him. 

Hence if we consult the antiquities of the Christian Church, 
we shall find the ecclesiastical law exceedingly severe against all 
perfidiousness and breach of espousal contracts. The council of 
Eliberis orders, that if either the man or the woman, who were 
espoused, broke the faith of their espousals, they should, for their 
crime, be kept back from the communion three years; Cone. Elib. 
Can. 54. And the council of Trullo determines it to be down- 
right adultery, for a man to marry a woman that was betrothed to 
another, during the life of him who had espoused her. Cone. Trull. 
Can. 98. Indeed, it is upon the supposition of adultery only, that the 
injured person may lawfully marry another. It is certain that in the 
reign of Edward VI. unless there was a voluntary release of each 
person, it was esteemed adultery for either of them to marry any 
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body else, and the ecclesiastical judges were empowered to give 
sentence in favour of the precontract, and to require that matri- 
mony be solemnized and consummated between the persons con- 
tracted, though one of them may be actually married to, and have 
issue by another person. 2 Ed. 6. 

The modern practice in England gives the party aggrieved an 
action of damages against the recusant. In our courts of justice 
I have never known an instance of such an action, where the par- 
ties belonged to the better classes of society. Instead of appeal- 
ing to a jury to heal a wound which no money can cure, the inju- 
red lover buries his feelings in his own bosom, and consigns the in- 
constant fair to that contempt or detestation which her fickleness 
or her perfidy deserves. To our American notions it seems quite 
impossible that a generous lover could ever consent to “ minister 
to a mind diseased” by bringing his faithless mistress to a bar of 
justice. What! to hear the soft breathings of passion re-echoed by 
the vociferous lungs of an advocate; to summon witnesses to prove 
interviews, sighs suppressed, or tender looks exchanged; to issue 
a subpoena duces tecum , to Cupid’s chancellor, the bearer or the 
faithful depository of letters, in order to prove that the half re- 
luctant word had once been lisped: to read to those “ fat and 
greasy citizens” who are so courteously styled the gentlemen of 
the jury, the impassioned language of ardent affection! The idea 
is intolerable, to any but a surly, revengeful mercenary. Him no 
lactescent fountain ever nourished: his cradle was a butt, and in the 
fumes of heavy port or drowsy malt, the lullaby of his infant years 
was sung. 


THE student’s DREAM'. A CANTATA. 

Recitative. 

Iar sleep young Corydon repos’d. 

Free from the force of lore and wine; 
When Morpheus to his view expos’d 
Apollo, and the tuneful Nine. 

A lovely Muse began the vocal scene, 

While Phoebus thus accompanied the strain! 

SONG. 

Oh! youth, to us devote thy days; 

The gay, the happy and the young 
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Forever shall repeat thy lays, 

And Beauty shall reward thy song. 

The sordid eares which life molest 
All taste of happiness expel: 

But joys eternal fill the breast 
Where poetry and music dwell. 

2nd Recitative . 

While Fancy thus his mind surprises. 

Behold an awful form arises. 

His coif, his ruff, his thoughtful look, 

Announce the form of learned Coxa. 

While Phoebus and his tuneful choir withdraw. 

Thus thunders forth the oracle of law. 

SONG. 

To we Man! be wise in time, submit 
To learned law, your love of wit; 

Honour attends Astrea*a bar. 

And riches will reward thy care. • 

Protect the weak, the wrong control; 

This fills with manly joy the soul: 

To this all other arts unite, 

Be tueful first and then polite. 

Lucretius.— A summary of that part of the system of Lu- 
cretius, in which he describes man emerging from barbarity, ac- 
quiring the use of language, and the knowledge of various use- 
ful and polite arts, is comprised in a few lines of a satire of Ho- 
race, L. 1. Sat 3. v. 97. It has been ingeniously paraphrased by 
Dr. Beattie. 

When men out of the earth of old, 

A dumb and beastly vermin crawl'd. 

For acorns first and holes of shelter. 

They tooth and nail and helter-skelter 
Fought fist to fist; then with a dub. 

Each learned his brother brute to drub; 

TUI more experienced grown, these cattlp 
Forged fit accoutrements for battle. 

At last (Lucretius says, and Creech) 

They set their wits to work on speech; 

And that their thoughts might all have marks 
To make them known, these learned clerks 
Left off the trade of crooking crowns. 

And manufactured verbs and nouns. 
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FOR THE PORT FOLIO.— IMPOSTURES OF HISTORY. 

Mr. Oldsohool, 

To the splenetic man who derives gratification from com- 
paring the infirmities of his fellow creatures with the comfortable 
estimate he has made of his own endowments — to the satirist who 
feeds upon the exposure of human foibles, as the worm does on 
putrid flesh, the inordinate encomiums which candidates for fame 
in political science have pronounced on the uses of history, and 
the mighty consequence which some — and those not inconsidera- 
ble-statesmen, annex to the study of it, may perhaps afford mat- 
ter of triumph. He, however, who sincerely cultivates the inte- 
rests of letters, while he urges the perusal of history as a liberal 
exercise for the mind, will season his recommendation with such 
reflections as may occur to him that have a tendency to guard 
readers against an implicit faith in even the most authentic histo- 
ry, as a source of instruction, or a direction to practical conduct 
hi the management of human affairs. 

Man is a creature of so nice and complicated a texture — his 
dispositions and desires are so infinitely varied and capricious— 
his habits so subject to change — the circumstances and situations 
in which he may be placed, are often so entirely independent of 
antecedent events, and the accidents to which he may be exposed 
so little to be foreseen, and so unsusceptible of being comprehend- 
ed within any one act of generalization, that the rule of conduct 
deduced from the experience of yesterday may to-day be inappli- 
cable, and the experience of to-day prove but a very fallacious 
light for the guidance of the morrow. This is more especially 
the case in political matters, respecting which he who should 
shape his conduct by historical analogies, would have little more 
chance of success than a painter who should attempt to draw a 
likeness of a child from a perfect intimacy with the physiognomical 
lineaments of its father and the mother; — a certain remote resem- 
blance might, perhaps, exist, as is found to preside more or less in 
all families; but if the picture were even a tolerably good likeness, 
the painter might be said to have performed a miracle. In a word, 
history may furnish illustrations, and well-written works of fiction; 
novels, for instance, may do the same: but natural sagacity sharp- 
vol. i. 3 a 
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ened and guided by experience in the ways of men, and quick as 
intuition to avail itself of every advantage that arises, can alone 
make the statesman* and this the knowledge of all the histories in 
the world cannot supply; though a too great reliance upon the 
information they impart, might thwart and defeat its operations. 
Not all the magnificent train of volumes from Herodotus to Gillies 
could have made a Ximenes,aCromwell,aRichelieu oraPerigord. 
On the contrary, it would be difficult to find a series of transac- 
tions in the whole, by the imitation of which, as furnishing rules 
for their conduct, those sagacious politicians would not have de- 
feated and utterly ruined their own projects. 1 should be obliged 
to the historical book -worm who would point out any thing in the 
records of the earth, bearing even a distant analogy to the French 
revolutions, within the last two-and-twenty years, or even to our 
own more familiar and less complicated condition at the period 
that we live in. How idle — how mischievous then must it not be 
for mere closet-formed, book-read politicians to trust to their own 
shallow pedantry in tampering with affairs of state. 

These truths are suggested upon the hypothesis that histo- 
ries are good authority for all they assert: but how much stronger 
are they when it can be made appear that in that circumstantial 
detail, in which alone they can be supposed to furnish instruction, 
they are not at all, and especially ancient histories, to be depended 
on. We know that even in times which comparatively may be 
called recent, facts have been very differently represented. We 
know that some of the most enlightened writers, living on the spot, 
furnished with all the documents that can be obtained, interested 
by honourable principles of zeal in the investigation of truth — 
indeed, many of them, the most learned men in Scotland, the seat 
of erudition, essentially differ in their opinions and representation 
of one solitary unfortunate woman — Mary, queen of Scots. We 
know that two historians, cotemporaries of each other and of the 
times on which they write— Bisset and Belsham— disagree; and 
we know that two men taken from our parties in this country, will 
give so very opposite an account of the passing events of the day, 
that a stranger might well suppose they were adverting to two 
different eras— to two different classes of persons— and, indeed, ta 
the affairs of two distinct commonwealths and governments. 
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A work of considerable utility to young readers in particular, 
who are naturally bribed into credulity by their love of the marvel- 
lous, was written I believe some time in the sixteenth century, in 
the Italian language, and published by the abbfc Lancelotti, a phi- 
losopher, an historian, and a critic of the first eminence. It went 
to expose in, perhaps, too minute detail, the falsehoods of history. 
In the beginning of the last century it was translated into French 
by the abb6 Oliva, well known by his connexion with the celebra- 
ted Montesquieu. It contains a view of various historical impos- 
tures, from which I have selected a few that are well calculated 
to afford at once entertainment and instruction to the reading part 
•f our community. 

lt Zaleucus,” says the abb6, “ the prince and legislator of the 
Locrians, made a law that those who were convicted of adultery 
should have their eyes put out. His son was the first criminal, 
and he chose that he should suffer the rigour of the law: but the 
nobility and people in general solicited him so earnestly in the 
young man’s favour, that he was unable to maintain his resolution. 
However, he found out an expedient to satisfy and support the 
dignity of the law. He gave up one of his own eyes, and took 
away one of his son’s.” ^ 

The abba’s remarks on this story are too puerile to be noticed. 
The story, however, is certainly an imposture. It is taken from 
Valerius Maximus. Heraclides, of Pontus, tells us that this was 
the Locrian punishment of robbers, and Cicero doubts the very 
existence qf Zaleucus . 

“ Such is the reputation of Democritus,” says the ab1>6 again, 
“that almost all the world is persuaded he put his eyes out upon 
moral and honourable principles. Aulus Gellius assures us that 
he took this resolution, i%order to concentrate his ideas, and to 
enable him more effectually to contemplate those mysteries of na- 
ture into which his eyes did not suffer him to penetrate. He quotes 
the verses of Laberius, wherein he says that Democritus lost his 
sight by looking too steadfastly on the sun. But, according to 
that philosopher, Democritus had a different view in parting with 
his sight, which he suffered, in order that he might not be morti- 
fied with looking on vicious men. Plutarch, who had mentioned 
this before Aulus Gellius, considers it as an imposture. The as- 
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sertion, says he, that Democritus deprived himself of sight by 
looking on a burning-glass, is certainly false; yet it is true that 
those who accustom themselves to mental labour, find the senses 
rather troublesome than useful. For this reason the retreats of 
study, and the temples of the muses, are generally in solitudes; , 
and, probably, it is for the same reason that the Greeks call the 
night Euphhona, that is, “ the good thinker,” because the time 
that is least subject to dissipation and variety is most favourable 
to thought. Thus Plutarch is persuaded that the man who can- 
not see has a considerable advantage in point of meditation; and it 
was undoubtedly under this idea that Pythagoras shut himself up 
a whole winter in a subterranean cave. 

“ Lactantius, on the other hand, says that the mind discerns 
the object through the medium of the eye, as through a window. 

It is so essentially there, that through the same medium you may 
read what passes in it. 

“ Upon the whole,” says the abbfc, “ it is evident that this 
story of Democritus is a mere imposture. How could he possibly 
think of putting out his eyes, when those organs are the medium 
. by which knowledge passes to the understanding. Might he not, 
with Pythagoiat, have shut himself up in darkness. If his aver- 
sion to the sight of vicious men made him destroy his eyes, it was* 
indeed very extraordinary. Tertullian, however, tells a different 
story;” which may be conjectured by those who have read of the 
sacrifice of Origen, or remember why Dr. Johnson abstained from 
going behind the scenes of Drury-lane theatre. 

“ It certainly was a most unphilosophical proceeding on all 
parts, if we take the facts from Tertullian; since though the eyes 
were put out, the imagination was still ‘alive. Cicero greatly 
doubts this passage in history. Cur ha^ eadem Democritus, qui, 
vere falso nequeremus dicitur oculis se privasse. 

u Here then is a fact stated of a man by a very high historian, 
denied by others, by Cicero, Plutarch, and Valerius Maximus; 
and by Diogenes Laertius, who wrote the man’s life, not even al- 
luded to. 

“ If,” continues the abbe, “ we were to credit all said about 
him by high historians, we cannot be astonished at the cruelties 
and follies o^Xkrxes, and at the same time believe him to be the 
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pinfc of humanity and of every heroic excellence. Seneca in his 
noble piece De Ira, informs us that an old man, named Pythius, 
had five sons whom Xerxes ordered to the wars. The father beg- 
ged one for the support of his age. The monarch gave him his 
choice; but immediately commanded the son who was selected to 
be cut asunder, and the parts to be laid on each side 'of the high 
way, for the expiation of his army. So much for the barbarity of 
the man: now, for his folly. He commanded the sea to be beaten 
with rods, and cauterized with hot irons; and he wrote a letter to 
Mount Athos. Such are the tales and contemptible incongruities 
foisted upon mankind under the name of history — read in the first 
universities in the world; noted, illustrated, and commented upon 
by the learned, and, with most simple faith, credited by many.— 
There are many other stories about this noise-making personage, 
Xerxes— such as his army drinking up rivers, leaving the Lissus, 
the Chidorus, and even the Scamander dry— and, above all, the sto- 
ry related of the cattle of the prodigious army of this prodigious 
king, being so numerous, that they exhausted a lake of five miles 
in circumference. Yet this is hisYory!!!” 

In some cases the gravity with which our honest abbe reasons 
upon these monstrous absurdities, is as ridiculous as the stories are 
incredible. An instance or two may be given by way of amuse- 
ment: 

Cicero (says the abb£) speaking of the music of the spheres, 
says that the reason why we do not hear it, is owing partly to its 
continuance, and partly to its loudness — “ Thus, says he, the peo- 
ple who live near the cataracts of the Nile hear nothing at all.”— 
Here the good abb6 seems angry:— “ Hear nothing! (says he very 
gravely) — Why the d — 1 should they choose to live in such a place? 
How could the business of commerce and government be carried 
on? Did they converse by signs?” Utrum Horum? Of the an- 
cient fool or the modem, the writer of the text or the commentator, 
which is more ridiculous? 

Valerius Maximus records a story of a young man of Tus- 
cany, named Spurina, who was so singularly beautiful that the Tus- 
can ladies, even to a woman, were dying for love of him. The 
youth, however, disfigured his face in such a manner as to render 
himself as much an object of aversion, as he had before been of love 
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and admiration. The historian alleges that he took this method to 
preserve his morals, the reputation of which he preferred to that of 
beauty and love. “ There is not a syllable of truth in this story 
(says the abb&) and St. Ambrose has said so before me.’* 

Another imposture of history is the story of Hezegias, whose 
eloquence is said by his historians to be so powerful, that when he 
spoke of the evils of life, his audience voluntarily put themselves 
to death. Less impossible, but still very like impostures, are the 
stories related of the assassins sent to murder Mark Antony and 
Marius, being overpowered by the eloquence of the former and 
the dignity of the latter. 

J&lian relates that the Celts looked upon flight as, in every in- 
stance, so insupportably disgraceful, that they would not fly from a 
house that threatened an immediate fall, or that would in a few mi- 
nutes perish in the flames. “ Pliny (says the abb&) tells us that the 
rats and spiders will leave a house that is about to fall. What a con- 
temptible opinion must the Celts have entertained of those pusilla- 
nimous creatures. 

w Pliny’s accounts of the Thrasymenian lake being on fire, and 
of Anaxarchus’s biting off* his own tongue— deserve no quarter. 

“ Herodotus, Athenaeus, and Nicholas Damascenus, tell incre- 
dible stories of the excessive flattery of courtiers, who, to ingratiate 
themselves with princes, have imitated them in their greatest ab- 
surdities. If the prince was lame his whole court was lame — if he 
broke a limb y they underwent the same punishment .” — The incre- 
dulous abb& disbelieves this; but we are far from thinking it im- 
probable. 

Pliny and Arrian mention a tree that spread its shade over five 
acres of ground. • 

So fa , Mr. Oldschool, I have gone along with the abbe Lance - 
lotti, in his exposure of the impostures of history; and now 1 would 
fain have an answer from some of your correspondents to this ques- 
tion — “ Is it true that Hannibal cut his way across the Alps, as his- 
torians relate, with fire, iron, and vinegar— and if so, how did 
he apply the vinegar?” C. R. 
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[From the Edinburgh Annual Register . 3 

Mr. Fox began his oratorial career, not without success, but certainly with 
little promise of a fame so splendid as that which he afterwards attained. “ It 
was,” as Mr. Sheridan is said to have declared, “it was by slow degrees that he 
rose to be the roost accomplished debater the world ever saw.” And, but for 
the word “ accomplished” which we conceive inapplicable to Mr Fox, we should 
think the paneg) ric perfectly just. Mr. Fox was in truth an unrivalled debater, 
but not a polished rhetorician. The accomplishments of his art seem to have 
been precisely what he wanted. His arrangement, his language, his tones, and 
his gestures, were often in a remarkable degree slovenly and unskilful- His 
admirers have numbered it among his merits, that he was never at the pains of 
assisting his recollection by a systematic distribution of his subject, the natural 
tenacity of his memory enabling him to bring all his conceptions into action with- 
out artificial resources. What is thus extolled as a merit, seems to us a mate- 
rial defect If an orator spoke only for men like himself, this “ admired disor- 
der” might be of no moment; but since he has to deal with many hearers of 
memories less pow erful than his own, it becomes a part of his duty to dispose his 
arguments in such a form as may enable a common mind most readily to appre- 
hend and retain them. Mr. Fox, of all debaters, needed unjust panegyrio the 
least, inasmuch as he had the largest endowment of those qualities, for which 
an enthusiastic applause might have been deservedly bestowed. The praise, 
however, which we would pay to his great abilities, is certainly not that of judi- 
cious method, nor of graceful phraseology. His words rather burst, than flowed 
from him, the impetuous eagerness with which he pressed forward to the enun- 
ciation of a thought, precluding the possibility of an elegant selection of terms. 
Hut what he wanted in grace, he nobly compensated in force. No man had 
ever a more complete command of those energetic words and phrases, which, 
at one blow, drive a sentiment home to the hearer’s understanding, and inflx it, 
Hke a thunderbolt in the earth. 

The objects of a rhetorician have been variously classed and defined. 
There are two, which a debater in the British parliament seems to keep almost 
exclusively before his eyes. These are, first, to establish certain strong and 
simple rallying points for his own argument: anil, secondly, by all possible 
means, within the fair license of discussion, to annoy, expose, and discredit his 
adversaries. In both these operations Mr. Fox was transcendently successful; 
and to these he, for the most part, confined himself, rega-.dless of ornament and 
unambitious of display. The common fault of orators is to think too much of 
themselves, and too little of their subject. They exhibit themselves, like horse - 
vaulters, in a thousand attitudes, managing and turning their suhject in number- 
less ways, jumping along, and across, and over, and under it, but never getting 
astride into the saddle. Mr. Fox was always too much in earnest to indulge in 
*uch antics. He laboured to coucentre his light, not upon himself, but upon 
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his arguments; and it was reflected back upon himself with a tenfold lustre. It 
will therefore be readily conceived that he lengthened no discourse for the vani- 
ty of engrossing attention; that he introduced no pleonastic synonime for the 
reputation of fluency; that he spun no insterstice in his argument, to interpolate 
a metaphor or a joke. He seemed to say what he said simply because he 
thought it, and to think it, simply because it was true. T of this air of earnest 
sincerity, an air not counterfeited for the sake of deeper deception, but natural, 
genuine, and privately as well as publicly habitual to him, he was indebted for 
much of the powerful effect which his oratory produced upon the house of com- 
mons. In an assembly where so much talking must necessarily be endured, it 
naturally happens that talking for talking's sake, hollow, showy affectation, is de- 
. cidedly discouraged. Men of very inferior ability, who say what they think, 
are more readily tolerated than the cleverest of those intellectual posture-mas- 
ters who are for ever thinking what they shall say; for the house disdains to be 
used for practice, for profit, or for vanity. When Mr. Fox, therefore, was 
found to unite both the sincerity of the one class of speakers, and the ability of 
the other, he rose rapidly into the favour and confidence of his hearers; and 
the mind was the more easily led away, because the heart was so powerfully 
prepossessed. His feeling, when it became warmed by exertion, swept along 
with a vehemence unequalled and almost inimitable* It was that sort of feeling 
which has been not unaptly defined, a quick reasoning; and though this quick- 
ness was now and then slurred into a hurry, which betrayed him too far for the 
concurrence of more moderate tempers, his wildness had an air of grandeur 
and noble honesty, that redeemed l)ia accidental indiscretions, and seemed almost 
to sanctify his very faults. 

Of the two talents, which we have pointed out as the favourite weapons of 
a moderate debater, namely, the art of establishing certain simple and funda- 
mental axioms as a basis of discussion, and the faculty of disconcerting the op- 
posite partisans, the former is obviously the higher and more respectable power- 
Mr Fox*s method of establishing his axioms was severely analytical. After a 
long and intricate debate, — after the doublings and redoublings of adversaries, 
incomparably skilful in baffling and entangling their pursuers, he was ever able 
to retread the mighty maze by a roaster-clue of his own, and to place his cause 
before his judges, in its plain and original simplicity. He was fond of reducing 
all things to first principles: he despised the presumption of fools, and abhorred 
the sophistry of knaves; and he attacked with acrimony whatever had the ap- 
pearance either of clumsy conceit, or of colourable contrivance. A favourite 
argument, he seldom laid by, till he had turned it in all directions, and ventila- 
ted it on every side. The necessary consequence was, that his speeches 
abounded with repetitions of the same sentiment in different forms. But he 
justified this practice upon system: for he said that he had observed many men 
remaining unconvinced by an argument in one shape, and yet converted by the 
same argument in another; and, as his objeot was to effect eonviction rather 
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(ban to acquire applause, he willingly waved the reputation of elegance for the 
consciousness of utility. 

Such were his methods of strengthening his own positions. In the seconda- 
ry object, of disconcerting the plans of his antagonists, his favourite resource 
was the “ reducli * ad abwrdtmi” There was scarcely any species of argument 
which he could not weaken, either -by making it appear to involve an inconsist- 
ency in itsOlf, or by drawing out its consequences till they seemed to terminate, 
in an absurdity. Those who understand the power of strong ridicule in a popu- 
lar assembly, will easily oonceive how formidable this talent must have rendered 
Mr. Fox to talkers who were in the habit of relying, rather on the “ pomp and 
circumstance'* of their speeches, than on any solid basis of olose reason. And 
his ridicule was the more tremendous, because it was seldom a jocular display, 
of which the effect might have evaporated in a laugh: — it was an irony deep, 
caustic, and destructive: it seemed to be generated not by levity, but by cordial 
indignation: it excited against the adversary's argument, not so much of fanciful 
merriment, as of moral contempt. 

The following passage will serve to show by how slender an inadvertence 
he eould profit, when it was bis object to throw his opponents into disorder. 
Mr. Pitt had said that it was advisable for us to pause , and wait for some earn- 
est of good faith from Buonaparte, before we should consent to trust ourselves 
unconditionally to his mercy, by concluding a pacification with France. In an- 
swer to this counsel, Mr. Fox exclhimed, 

“ So that we 4 Ire called upon to go on merely as a speculation! — We must 
keep Buonaparte for some time longer at war, as a state of probation! Gracious 
God! sir, is war a state of probation? Is peace a rash system? Is it dangerous 
for nations to live in amity with each other? Is your vigilance, your policy, your 
common power of observation, to be extinguished by putting an end to the hor- 
rors of war? Cannot this state of probation be as well undergone without adding 
to the catalogue of human sufferings? “ But we must pause!" What! mu$t the 
bowels of Great Britain be torn out — her best blood be spilt — her treasure wast- 
ed — that you may make an experiment? Pat yourselves, oh that you would put 
yourselves, in the field of battle, and learn to judge of the sort of horrors that 
you excite! In former wars, a man might, at least, have some fading, some in- 
terest, that served to balanoe in his mind the impressions which a scene of car- 
nage and of death must inflict If a man had been present at the battle of Blen- 
heim, for instance, and had inquired the motive of the battle, there was not a 
soldier engaged who could not have satisfied his curiosity, and even, perhaps, 
allayed his feelings:— they were fighting to repress the uncontrolled ambition of 
the Grand Monarqne. But if a man were present now at a field of slaughter, 
and were to inquire for what they were fighting— c< fighting!" would be the an- 
swer; “ they are not fighting, they are pausing." Why is that man expiring? 
Why is that other writhing with agony? What means this implacable fury? The 
answer must be, “ you are quite wrong, sir— you deceive yourself— they are not 
VOL. I. 3 X 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



378 


ELOQUENCE OF THE 


fighting — <lo not disturb them — they mre merely pausing— this man is not ex- 
piring with agony — that man is not dead — he is only pausing: Lord help you, 
sir, they are not angry with one another — they hare now no cause of quarrel — 
but their country thinks that there should be a pause* All that you see, sir, is 
nothing like fighting— there is no harm, nor cruelty, nor bloodshed in it what- 
ever: — it is nothing more than a political pause:— it is merely to try an experi- 
ment — to see whether Buonaparte will not behave himself better than heretofore 
—and, in the mean time, we have agreed to a pause in pure friendship.” And is 
this the way, sir, that yon are to show yourselves the advocates of order? You 
take up a system calculated to uncivilize the world— to destroy order— to tram- 
ple on religion— to stifle, in the heart, not merely the generosity of noble senti- 
ment, but the affections of social nature; and in the prosecution of this system, 
you spread terror and devastation all around you .” — Speech on the refusal of 
ministers to treat with France , February 4M, 1800. 

The genius of Mr. Fox, and that of Mr. Pitt, were of characters widely 
distinct. 

Our readers are probably aware, that, in each of the two legislative assem- 
blies, there is usually a member of the cabinet, selected for his oratorical abili- 
ties, who, in the parliamentary phrase, is denominated, “ the leader of the 
house.'* On his competency to the duties of his situation, the interests of his 
whole party will always materially depend. For he has several subordinate 
chiefs acting under his command, as generals of divisions: and their utility is of 
course augmented or diminished, by the greater or leas degree of skill with 
which lie chalks out the plan of the battle. It should be his care, privately to 
furnish them, before the debate begins, with a complete view of the ground on 
which the ministry mean to rely, in order that no straggler, by unwarily cutting 
across the main design, may rashly commit his colleagues, or lay open the weak 
points of their position. Thus instructed, they go into the field, each with an 
accurate knowledge of the particular service expected from him, and each es- 
pecially vigilant upon the particular points entrusted to his guardianship. Un- 
foreseen contingencies may indeed derange the plan; but the greater probability 
there may be of such an inconvenience, the greater is the necessity that each of 
the generals shall know precisely the object of his comroander-in-cbief, in order 
that, if he be driven from the ground which it is the most desirable to secure, 
he rosy occupy that which shall afford the next best chance of accomplishing the 
main ends, and keeping the trains of argument distinct and compact. When 
they have performed the services allotted to them, the leader should finish the 
chain of operations, by a general summing up: presenting a clear statement of the 
case on the part of ministers, bringing back the debate where it has waodered 
from the preconcerted course, reconciling those difficulties or inconsistencies 
with which accident or misfortune may have embarrassed him, and deducing 
and arranging the results intended to be established, in such a manner, as to 
Idave upon the minds of the house a clear and entire impression of the end coa- 
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tended for, of the chief reasons relied on by government, and of the order, con- 
nection, and importance which those reasons may bear with relation to one 
another. 

For leader of the house of commons, in this view of the character, Mr. 
Pitt, was most eminently qualified. The ministerial speakers, under his direc- 
tion, exhibited a degree of skill and discipline, of readiness and aptitude for their 
several tasks, which has seldom, if ever, beeu equalled. Of his own eloquence 
it is difficult to offer a decided and discriminating character. It would require 
talents congenial to his own to do justice to the unrivalled oratory of this great 
statesman. The pen of Burke and of Grattan was employed to discribe the elo- 
quence of the father; the eloquence of the son furnishes a theme equally noble* 
We can only speak of the occasions on which it was called forth, the collisions 
by which it was elicited and improved, the efTeots of which it was productive, 
and some of the more prominent features by which it was distinguished. / 

If ever an occasion occured the best fitted to call forth the highest talents 
into the most vigorous exercise, it was the dark and troubled scene in which it 
was his lot to live and to act. The enterprises of Philip, and the criminal am- 
bition of Catiline and Mark Antony, did not furnish a nobler soope for the elo- 
quence of the two great orators of antiquity, than the frenzy and anarchy of re- 
volutionary France yielded to the modern advocate of freedom, and humanity. 
We sorely do no injustice to Eschines and Hortensius when we say that they 
were inferior to the illustrious opponents of Pitt, viz. Fox, Sheridan, and Burke: 
and, making due allowance for the character of the assemblies addressed, the 
severity of modern taste, and the comparative insensibility of the inhabitants of 
a higher latitude, the eloquence of Mr. Pitt, in respect of the effects which it 
produced, need not shrink from a comparison with that of any other statesman, 
whether ancient or modern. 

From one of the most illustrious individuals which this laud of freedom has 
produced, Mr. Pitt inherited, as his birthright, a lofty boldness of spirit, a high- 
toned, disinterested mind, inextinguishable love of glory, an intellect uncommonly 
acute and powerful, and all those aptitudes with which nature casts, in b?r hap- 
piest mould, the consummate orator. Thus originally gifted, he enjoyed all tlte 
advantages of the earliest and most successful instruction, the encouraging voice, 
the anxious superintendance, the paternal care and guidance of the first of 
orators and statesmen: and from the success of the experiment, we cannot 
doubt that if Cicero had been blessed with such a son as heaven gave to Chath- 
am, Grecian must have yielded the palm to Uoman eloquence. The second 
William Pitt had been taught the true principles of the British constitution, the 
grand interests of the nation os connected with the policy of Europe; and the 
permanent objects which it is the duty of the British statesman to pursue. . He 
was intimately acquainted with the history and the state of parties, understood 
the course they were likely to steer on the occurrence of great events, and was 
taught to make hb choice of hb ground and coadjutors. He was prepared to 
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discern, as it were intuitively, what was due to the character, the interests, and 
glory of Britain; his time, his talents, his whole soul were devoted to the ser- 
vice of his country, and his eloquence was employed in enfolding and recom- 
mending the measures which he thought most likely to promote its safety or 
aggrandisement. The power of making vigorous efforts of instantaneous inven- 
tions, calling up long trains of connected thought, and clothing them in the hap- 
piest language, constitutes that species of eloquence which, from its ease, free- 
dom, and interest, is best fitted for influencing the minds of men, and directing 
the course of events. By singular copiousness and felicity of thought and lan- 
guage, by an intuitive perception of the weak and vulnerable parts of his anta- 
gonist’s speech, by matchless skill and power in answering objections, unravelling 
what had been purposely perplexed, exposing sophistry by strength of argu- 
ment, crushing petulence by the edge and potency of sarcasm, placing the opi- 
nions which he wished to enforce in the most imposing light, Mr. Pitt ruled in 
debate, and stood unrivalled in reply. But he possessed higher powers* patient, 
profound thinking, various extensive political and moral knowledge, prompt 
and vigorous invention, a lively imagination, and a kindling glowing mind, all 
under the guidance of a soundness of judgment and clearness of intellect, which 
acknowledged no superior. Chaste in the use of ornament, careful in avoiding 
digression, skilful in arrangement, grave, vehement; the distinctness of his ar- 
ticulation, the fulness of. his tpnes, the lolly dignity of his carriage, the majesty 
of his action, the boldness of his spirit, bis force in attack, the severity of invec- 
tive, which, while it seemed to cost him qothing, cut down his antagonist, his 
grandeur in amplification— all gave to his eloquence a power and a fascination of 
which it is difficult to form an adequate conception. It was a stream of impas- 
sioned argument, which flow ed with all the majesty of a mighty river, filling the 
mind with boundless admiration, and couveying the impression of overwhelm- 
ing force. 

To original constitution and early habits Mr. Pitt was indebted for a copi- 
ousness, magnificence, and force of diction, which struck the hearer with asto- 
nishment. The eloquence of Mr. Fox, particularly at the outset, was injured 
by ah obvious want of fluency; and, as he warmed, its effects were obstructed 
by a precipitancy arising from a superabundance of ideas, that seemed to crow*d 
iuto his mind, and to struggle together for utterance; while the majestic march 
of bis great rival’s eloquence, iudicating boundless extent of thought and unlimit- 
ed oommand of expression, filled and captivated the mind, oftpn triumphing 
over (lie strongest prejudices and the most firmly rooted opinions.* Notpeci- 

* Some striking anecdotes of the power of Mr. Pitt's eloquence are in general circulation. 
In the gallery of the house of commons, two gentlemen entered into conversation on the ques- 
tion that was to be discussed. One of them wusa stranger in London, the other was intimately 
acquainted with the characters and talents of the speakers, and the inode in which parfiamea- 
tary business is conducted. The latter heki an opinion the opposite to that which Mr* Pitt 
was expected to maintain, and seemed to be completely fortified against conviction. From the 
moment Mr. PHt opened his month, this man's attention was arrested: as the speech proceeded 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



BRITISH PARLIAMENT. 


381 


men from the recorded speeches of Mr. Pitt, however, can convey an adequate 
conception of the effect which they produced, when, in the fervour of debate, 
and amidst the applauses of a listening senate, he himself poured them forth. 
We might as well hope — (to use the lauguage of an Indian chief to the person who 
■was interpreting the speech he had just made) we might as well hope to pre- 
serve the grandeur and sublimity of the torrent of Niagara, by letting the wa- 
ters of the Erie fall drop by drop. The difficulty of exhibiting in this manner 
the extraordinary power aud energy of Mr. Pitt’s eloquence is increased by 
another circumstance, viz. that his speeches were never composed; they were 
intended solely for the ear, and these lengthened periods, which, when support- 
ed by the voice and gesture of the speaker, were not only perfectly intelligible, 
hut produced great effects, seem sometimes heavy and involved when they are 
read; those lofty magnificent amplifications which in a popular assembly, have 
often the effect of impressing the subject more deeply on the mind, are felt iu 
print to be wantiog in precision and force. The following may, perhaps, be con- 
sidered as no unfair specimen of the eloquence of Mr. Pitt; though we shall 
have occasion to exclaim with Eschines, when he read to his admiring pupils a 
speech of Demosthenes, “ aud what would you litre said, if you had heard him- 
self!” 

Mr. Pitt, in a short speech, had moved, “ that the sum of 825,000/. be 
granted to his majesty, to enable his majesty to fulfil his engagements with 
ltussia, in such- a manner as may be best adapted to the exigencies of the case.” 
Mr. Tierney opposed the motion on the ground of its object being undefined, 
ami contending, amongst other things, that we were called upon by ministers to 
prosecute the war, until the existing government of France should be over- 
thrown. Mr. Pitt rose in reply. u Sir, I cannot agree to the interpretation 
the honourable gentleman has thought proper to give to parts of my speech. 
He has supposed that 1 said, we persevere in the war, and increase our activity, 
and extend our alliances, to impose a government on another country, and to 
restore monarch) to France. 1 never once uttered any such intention. YVhat 

bis attention increased, and he kept leaning farther and fluther forward over the front of the 
gallery, until at length, completely overcome by the eloquence of the minister, be threw him* 
self back on hb seat, and, lifting up hb hands and his eyes, in a transport of admiration, he ex- 
claimed—' k Good God! what a man!” 

Three gentlemen, eminent for learning and talents, and not unknown to the world by their 
literary productions, were sitting in the gallery of the house of commons till three or (bar in 
the morning, in expectation of a speech from Mr. Pitt on the slave trade. Two of these gen- 
tlemen were his determined opponents in political principles, and accused him of insincerity in 
his profession in fiivour of the great cause. One of the two was particularly sceptical on this 
point. Roth had fallen asleep before Mr. Pitt rose. The gentleman who remained awake, 
when the splendour of the minister's eloquence began to burst forth, awakened the sleeper 
that lay nearest to him. After listening for some time he awakened the more decided sceptic. 
“Rbc up, and listen to the most magnificent declamation you ever heard in your Hfc.” Hie 
sceptic roused hknself with a growl of surly incredulity; but, after he did so, and after s t a nd in g 
for some minutes in the attitude of profound attention, be exclaimed, with a look and gesture 
expressive of the deepest emotion, “ By G— d! the rascal it sincere.” 
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I said was, and the house must be in the recollection of it, that the France which 
now exists affords no promise of security against aggression and injustice in 
peace, and is destitute of all justice and integrity in war. 1 observed alsog and 
I think the honourable gentleman must agree with me when I repeat it, that 
the character and conduct of that government must enter into the calculation of 
security to other governments against wrong, and for the due and liberal obser- 
vance of political engagements. The honourable gentleman says, that he has 
too much good sense, and that every man must have too much good sense, to 
suppose that territorial limits can of themselves be made to constitute the secu- 
rity of states. He does well to add his sanction to a doctrine that is as old as 
political society itself. In the civilized and regular community, states find their 
mutual security against wrong, not in territory only, they have the guarantee of 
fleets, of armies, of acknowledged integrity and tried good faith; it is to be 
judged of by the character, the talents, and the virtues of the men who guide 
the couucils of states, who are the advisers of priuces: but what is there in 
the situation of the French republic on which can be founded a confidence 
which is to be in itself some proof, that she can afford security against wrong? 
She has territpry, she has the remains of a navy, she has armies; but what is 
her character as a moral being? Who is there to testify her integrity? The Swiss 
nation!— Who bears testimony to her good faith? The states she has plundered 
under the delusive but captivating masks of deliverers from tyranny! What is 
the character of her advisers? What the aspect of her counsels? They are the au- 
thors of all that misery, the fountain head of all those calamities, which, march- 
ing by the side of an unblushing tyranny, have saddened and obscured the fairest 
and the gayest portions of Europe; which have deformed the face of nature 
wherever their pestiferous genius has acquired any ascendancy. In fine, we 
are to look for security from a government which is constantly making profes- 
sions of different kinds of sentiments, and is constantly receding from every 
thing it professes;— a government that has professed, and its conduct still mani- 
fests, enmity to every institution and state in Europe, and particularly to this 
eountry, the best regulated in its government, the happiest an itself, of all the 
empires that form that great community. Having said so much on these mat- 
ters, I shall now shortly notice a continued confusion in the honourable gentle- 
man's ideas. On another occasion, he could not understand what 1 meant by 
the deliverance of Europe; and in the second effort of his inquisitive mind he is 
> not more happy. He tells us, he cannot see any thing in the present princi- 
ples of France but mere abstract metaphysical dogmas. What are those princi- 
ples that guided the arms of France in their unprincipled attack on the inde- 
pendence of Switzerland, which the honourable gentleman has reprobated? Was 
the degradation without trial of the members of the assemblies of Franee,— 
were, in short, those excesses and that wiokedness, in the contemplation of 
which the honourable gentleman says, he first learnt to regard Franoe as an 
odious tyranny— will he class the principles which could lead to all these things 
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with the mere metaphysical abstractions of heated over-zealous theorists? He 
wjll still persist, at least he has given the promise of considerable resistance to 
all arguments to the contrary, in saying that we have an intention to wage war 
against opinion. It is not so. We are notin arms against the opinions^ Of 
the closet, nor the speculations of the school; we are at war with armed opi- 
nions; we are at war with those opinions which the sword of audacious, unprin- 
cipled, and impious innovation seeks to propagate amidst the ruin of empires, 
the demolition of the altars of all religiou, the destruction of every venerable, 
and good, and liberal institution, under whatever form of polity they 1 have been 
raised; and this in spite of the dissenting reason of men, in contempt of that 
lawful authority which, in established society, superior talents and superior vir- 
tues attain, crying out to them not to enter upon holy ground, nor to pollute 
the stream of eternal justice; admonishing them of their danger; — whilst, like 
the genius of evil, they mimic their voice, and, having succeeded in drawing 
upon them the ridicule of the vulgar, close their day of wickedness and savage 
triumph with the massacre and waste of whatever is amiable, learned, and 
pious, in the districts they have overrun. Whilst the principles avowed by 
Franec, and acted upon so wildly, held their legitimate place, confined to the 
circles of a few ingenious and learned men,— whilst these men continued to occu- 
py those heights which vulgar minds could not mount,— whilst they contented 
themselves with abstract inquiries concerning the laws of matter or the pro- 
gress of mind, it was pleasing to regard them with respect; for while the sim- 
plicity of the man of genius is preserved untouched, if we will not pay homage 
to his eccentricities, there is, at least, much in it to be admired. Whilst these 
principles were confined in that way, and had not yet bounded over the com- 
mon sense and reason of mankind, we saw nothing in them to alarm, nothing 
to terrify; but their appearance in arms changed their character. We will 
not leave the monster to prow! the world unopposed. He must cease to annoy 
the abode of peaceful men. If he retire into the cell, whether of solitude or re- 
. pentance, thither we will not pursue him; but we cannot leave him in the throne 
of power.” [To be continued."] 


NOTICE OF AU PASHA. 

[From Dr. Holland's Travels in Greece.] 

AU Pasha was born, as I believe, about the year 1/50, or 1751, at Tepeleni, 
a small town of Albania, seventy-five miles to the north of loannina. His fa- 
ther, Veli Pasha, resided at this place as the governor of the adjacent district; 
but his territory was small, and his poser inconsiderable. He died when his 
son Ali Bey was not more than fifteen or sixteen years of age, but left him a 
protector in his mother, who appears to have been a woman of undaunted reso- 
lution and above the reach of those prejudices of custom, which in Turkey en- 
feeble all the faculties and powers of action in the female sex. The mother of 
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Ali, indeed* was of Albanian birth, and the lived in a country* the hardy and 
warlike population of which was perpetually exercised in internal feuds In 
mountainous districts of Albania* more particularly, the sovereign authorit 
the Porte was scarcely even known as a name; and the hardy natives of Suli* 
and of the mountains of Chiraarra* maintained a freedom which history might 
have celebrated* liad they not sullied it by a predatory manner of life* which 
• compels us to class them rather as mountain-banditti* than communities of inde- 
pendent people. 

It required all the resolution of the mother of Ali to maintain her son's 
rights* in a country thus lawless and turbulent His father's death left him 
with feeble means of defence* and exposed to the attacks of the neighbouring 
chieftains* who wished to avail themselves of his youth to dispossess him of his 
territory. 

It is difficult to connect the several occurrences in this part of Ali's life* 
but it would appear* that* haring contrived to re -assemble some Albanian troops 
he obtained advantages over the enemies of his house* and regained pos&session 
of Tepeleni. 

He still* however* continued only a petty Albanian leader, till a sudden and 
successful enterprise against loannina* which at this time was feebly go- 
verned by its Pasha, gave name and character to his dominion. He was re- 
cognized by the Porte as Pasha of this city and district, and he made a vigorous 
use of the new means it afforded him of extending his power. He gained pos- 
session, without much difficulty of the Pashalik of Arta, which increased his re- 
sources by its productive plains, and the access it afforded to the sea. Many of 
the Albanian tribes and districts successively yielded to him, either subdued Jby 
force* or influenced by money, of which he never spared the use. His terri- 
tory, however, at this time, and indeed until within the last few years, was of 
the most irregular kind. Acquired progressively, by detached portions, and 
with different titles, it was scarcely eveu continuous in extent* but rather an 
assemblage of separate districts* cities* and towns, submitted* some with more, 
others with less freedom, to the power of their new master. 

His authority continued to extend and confirm itself progressively on even* 
aide. Various large cantons of Macedonia were submitted to his power, and in 
his office of Derveni-Pasha, his Albanian troops were stationed almost on the 
very frontiers of the ancient Attica. The last event of importance* previously 
to our arrival at loannina, had been a second war with Ibrahim Pasha; protract- 
ed for a long time, but finally ended by the discomfiture of Ibrahim, who was 
himself made prisoner, and the whole of his extensive and fertile PaibaKk 
transferred to the power of Ali Pasha. 

Mahomet Pasha, of Ddvino, had been an ally of Ibrahim. The downfall 
of one was connected with that of the other, and Ali possessed himself of the fine 
country between Argyro-Kastro, and Tepeleni* and the coast of the Adriatic. 
The large city of Argyro-Kastro fell into his hgnds nearly at the same time; Gar- 
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diki was subdued and annihilated as a city, and various other towns were added 
to his dominion in thfe adjoining district of country. The Pashas of Berat and 
Delvino, were conveyed to Ioannina, and imprisoned there: Kttle wai known of 
their circumstances or fate. Those events, which might be considered as ad- 
ding a population of from 200,000 to 500,000 souls to the dominion of the Vi- 
zier, had been terminated only in the spring of 1812. 

Defining this extent of territory according to the classical divisions of anti- 
<puty, it may be said to comprehend the whole of Epirus, the southern part of 
lllyricum, a large portion of Macedonia, nearly the whole of Thessaly, AcArna- 
aia, JEtolia, Phocis, and a considerable part of ancient Bceotia. 

The tenure on which the Vizier of Albania holds his dominions, may be 
understood in part from the preceding narrative of his life. In its details, it is 
one which could scarcely exist but under the motley and irregular outline of 
the Turkish empire. On the part of the Porte, his titles are recognized as 
having been derived from the Sultan; and much also of the authority which 
he has connected with these titles, has been nominally confirmed to him aftes* 
the possession was already obtained. On the other side, Ali Pasha makes a 
pro forma recognition of the authority of the Porte, in receiving the annual 
firman of the Sultan; and sends very considerable sums to Constantinople, as the 
payment of the Karaoh, or Christian capitation tax, and as the rents of imposts, 
which are (armed for certain parts of his dominions: but beyond this, the rela- 
tion between sovereign and subject disappears. In the internal government of 
his dominions, and in his connexion with foreign states, Ali Pasha possesses and 
exercises a perfect independence. He levies or disbands his armies, makes 
wars or alliances with the neighbouring governments, regulates the taxes and 
commercial duties of his dominions, and governs, in his judicial capacity, without 
the possibility of appeal. He maintains at Constantinople a number of agent9, 
Greeks as well as Turks, who support his influence in the Divan, and forward 
die progress of his political views. Residents from England, France, and Rus- 
sia, are established at his own court; and he is engaged in a regular and inde- 
pendent political correspondence with these and others of the powers of Europe 
and Africa. He is said, but I know not with what truth, to have had an agent 
at Tilsit, when the treaty between Russia and France was in progress of trans- 
action there. His political information is generally of the most exact kind, and 
obtained with so much promptitude, that Ioannina often becomes the channel 
through which both Constantinople and the Ionian Isles are informed of events 
taking place in the centre of Europe. 

The most populous portions of his territory are unquestionably some of the 
districts in Albania to the north of Ioannina. In Thessaly, and the country 
southwards to the gulf of Corinth, the population is less considerable; in the 
ancient Acarnania and JEtolia, the country is very thinly peopled, and there are 
no towns of any importance. M. Pouqudville, the French minister at Ioannina, 
has stated to me his opinion, that the whole dominions of Ali Pasha do ndt 
YOL. i. 3 o 
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oontain a population of more than a million and a half, and, though various rea- 
sons incline me to believe that this is below the truth, yet any estimate which 
should exceed 2,000,000, would probably be as much in die other extreme. 

The morning of the 1st of November was made interesting to ns, by our 
introduction to this extraordinary man. At ten o’clock, Cotovo again called, 
to say that the Vizier was prepared to give ui audience; and shortly afterwards, 
two white horses, of beautiful figure, and superbly caparisoned m the Turkish 
manner, were brought to us from the Seraglio; conducted by two Albaneso 
soldiers, likewise richly attired and armed. Mounting these horses, and a 
Turkish officer of the palace preceding us, with an ornamented staff in his hand, 
we proceeded slowly, and with much state, through the city, to the great Se- 
raglio. 

Passing through the almost savage pomp of the outer area of the Seraglio, 
we entered ao inner court, and dismounted at the foot of a dark stone staircase. 
On the first landing-plane stood one of the Vizier’s carriages; an old and awk- 
ward vehicle, of German manufacture, and such as might have been supposed to 
have travelled a dozen times from Hamburgh to Trieste. At the top of the 
stairoase, we entered into a wide gallery or kail, the windows of which com- 
mand a noble view of ihe lake of loannina, and the mountains of Pindus; the 
walls are painted, and numerous doors conduct from it to different parts of the 
palace. This hall, like the area below, was filled with a multitude of people; 
and the living scenery became yet more various and interesting as we proceeded. 
We npw sa w, besides Turkish, Albanese, and Moorish soldiers, the Turkish 
officers, and ministers of the Vizier; Greek and Jewish secretaries, Greek 
merchants, Tartar couriers, the pages and black slaves of the Seraglio, peti- 
tioners seeking to obtain audience, and numerous other figures, which give to 
the court and palace of Ali Pasha a character all its own. 

A curtain was thrown aside, and we entered the apartment of Ali Pasha- 
He was sitting in the Turkish manner, with his legs crossed under him, on a 
couch immediately beyond the fire, somewhat more elevated than the rest, and 
rioher in its decorations. On his head he wore a high round cap, the colour of 
the deepest mazareen blue, and bordered with gold lace. His exterior robe was 
of yeUow cloth, likewise richly embroidered, two inner garments striped of v%» 
nous colours, and flowing down loosely from the neck to the feet, confined only 
about the waist by an embroidered belt in which were fixed a pistol and dagger, 
of beautiful and delicate workmanship. The hilts of these arms w ere covered 
with diamonds and pearls, and emeralds of great size and beauty were set in the 
heads of each. On his fingers the Vizier wore many large diamond rings, and 
the mouth-piece of his long and flexible pipe was equally decorated with various 
kinds of jewelry. 

Yet more than his dress, however, the countenance of Ali Pasha at this 
time engaged onr earnest observation. It is difficult to describe features, either 
in their detail or general effect, so as to convey any distinct impression to the 
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mind of the reader. Were I to attempt a description of those of Ali, l should 
Apeak of his face as large and fall; the forehead remarkably broad and open, 
and traced by many deep furrows; the eye penetrating, yet not expressive of 
ferocity; the nose handsome and well formed; the mouth and lower part of 
the face concealed, except when speaking, by his ranstachios and the long beard 
which flows over his breast. His complexion is somewhat lighter than that 
usual among the Turks, and his general appearance does not indicate more 
than his actual age, of sixty or sixty-onc years, except perhaps that his beard is 
whiter than is customary at this time of life. The neck is short and thick, the^ 
figure corpulent and unweihly; his stature l had afterwards the means of ascer- 
taming to be about five feet nine inches. The general character and expression 
of the countenance are unquestionably fine, and the forehead especially, is a 
striking and majestic feature. 

He inquired how long it was since we had left England? where ire had 
travelled in the interval? when we had arrived in Albania? whether we were 
pleased with what we had yet seen of this country? how we liked the appear? 
ance of Ioannina? whether we had experienced any obstruction in reaching 
this city? Soon after the conversation commenced, a pipe was brought to each 
of us by the attendants, the mouth-pieces, of amber, set round with small dia- 
monds; and shortly afterwards coffee of the finest quality was handed to us in 
china cups, within golden ones. The Vizier himself drank coffee and smoked 
at intervals, during the progress of the conversation. 

The inquiries he made respecting our journey to Ioannina, gave us the op- 
portunity of complimenting him on the excellent police of his dominions, and 

a 

the attention he has given to the state of the roads. 1 mentioned to him gene- 
rally, lord Byron's poetical description of Albania, the interest it had excited 
in England, and Mr. Hobhouse's intended publication of his travels in the same 
country. He seemed pleased with these circumstances, and stated his recoiled* 
tion of lord Byron. He then spoke of the present state of Europe; inquired 
what was our latest intelligence of the advance of the French armies in Russia, 
and what was the progress of aflairs in Spain. On the former point, it was 
evident that the information we gave was not new to him, though he did not 
expressly say this; bis manner, however, evinced the strong interest he felt in 
the subject, and he seemed as if he were seeking indirectly to obtain our opi- 
nions upon it. 

The next subject of conversation was prefaced by his asking us, whether 
we had seen at Santa-Maura, one of his armed corvettes, which had been seiz- 
ed and carried thither by an English frigate. In bringing forward the subject 
during our interview with him, the Vizier spoke with animation, or even a 
slight warmth of manner. He complained of the injustice done to him in the 
capture of his vessel, denied the right of capture iu this particular case, and 
alleged his various good offices towards our government as well as to individuals 
of the English nation, as what ought to have secured him against such acts of 
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hostility. We answered, that as mere travellers we could not venture to give 
a reply that might be deemed official, but that we doubted not, from our know- 
ledge of the dispositions of the English government, that when the affair was 
properly explained, its final arrangement would be both just and satisfactory to 
his highness. This of course meant little, and the Vizier doubtless understood 
it as such. He added only a few words, and then, with a loud laugh, expressed 
his desire of changing the subject* 

Before audience concluded, he mentioned bis having been informed that I 
was a physician, and asked whether I had studied medicine in England? Reply- 
ing to this in the affirmative, he expressed his wish to consult me on his own 
complaints before we should quit Ioanuina, a proposition to which I bowed as* 
sent, thoagh not without apprehensions of difficulty in prescribing for the case 
of such a patient. He dismissed us very graciously, after we had been with 
him about half an hour. 

The manner of the Vizier in this interview was courteous and polite, with- 
out any want of the dignity which befits his situation. There is not, either in 
his countenance or speech, that formal and unyielding apathy, which is the cha- 
racteristic of the Turks as a people; but more vivacity, humour, and ehaoge of 
expression. His laugh is very peculiar, and its deep tone, approaching to a 
growl, might almost startle an ear unaccustomed to it. 

A day or two afterwards he again sent for us to the Seraglio, and, some 
general conversation having taken place, he asked several questions which evi- 
dently had relation to his health, and formed a sort of exercise of his judgment 
upon me. * 

After this preamble, he entered upon a narrative of his complaints, which, 
though I could only distantly follow it in his own language, yet was evidently 
marked by good precision and force in the manner of relation. He continued 
speaking for about fifteen minutes, and afforded me during this time a fine oc- 
casion of marking the feature of his countenance and manner. The narrative 
was translated to me with little abridgment, and much seeming accuracy, by 
the dragoman Colovo. In its substance, I may remark generally, that there 
was a good deal of credulity and prejudice displayed on some points; on others, 
more soundness of judgment than is common to the Turks as a nation. For 
various reasons, I do not feel myself at liberty to give the particulars of this 
narrative, nor would they afford any thing new to the medical reader. It may 
suffice to say, that at this time he was suffering under no acute disorder; that 
his symptoms were chiefly of a chronic nature, depending partly upon his age, 
partly upon circumstances in his former life, with other symptoms that 1 learnt 
more from my own observation than his report, which required the use of 
preventive means, to obviate eventual danger. 

* The corvette in question was eventually given up to Ali Pasha, less from any doubts of 
the legality of the prize, than from the nature of our political relations with him at the tune. 
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In those interviews, however, which were very frequent during the last 
•week of our stay at Ioannina, the conversation was not confined to medical 
matters alone, but went into other topics of a more familiar kind. Situated as I 
now was with him, I could feel perfectly at ease in this intercourse, which every 
circumstance contributed to render highly interesting. He usually sent for me 
to the Seraglio in the afternoon or evening; sometimes alone, or occasionally 
with my friend, when he had nothing to say about his complaints. At whatever 
time it was, the approaches to the Seraglio were always crowded with the sin- 
gular groups already described. The Vizier was rarely to be found in the 
same room on two successive days; and during my present stay at Ioannina, I 
was with him in eight different apartments. His dress was not greatly varied; 
and only on one occasion l saw him with a turban instead of the blue cap, which 
he wore at the time of our first interview. His attitude also was very uniform, 
according to the Turkish habit. I seldom saw him rise from his couch, though 
onc^hedid so, while explaining to me the decline of his bodily powers, striding 
firml^t the same time across the chamber, as if to show that still much of en- 
ergy was left. His manner of reception was always polite and dignified. There 
was evidently more form intended, when man}' persons were present, and his 
manner became more easy and familiar when we were alone. 

The most frequent topics introduced by the Vizier in conversation, were 
those relating to general politics; and m these it was evident that he was more 
interested than in any other. The conversation was usually carried on by 
question and reply; and his inquiries, though often showing the characteristic 
ignorance of the Turks in matters of common knowledge, yet often also were 
pertinent and well conceived, and made up by acuteness what they wanted of 
instruction. Some of these questions, which I noted down, may serve as speci- 
mens of their style. We were talking about England. He inquired the popu- 
lation of the country; and whether I thought it as populous as those parts of 
Albania I had seen? The answer to this question led him to describe briefly the 
northern parts of Albania, as being much better inhabited than those to the 
south of Ioannina. He then pursued the former subject; asked what was the 
size and population of London; and expressed surprise when informed of its 
magnitude. He inquired the number of our ships of war; the comparison of 
their size with the frigates he had seen on his coast; and where they were aU 
employed/’ 

He inquired the distance of America from England and France; its extent: 
and to whom it belonged. He asked respecting its population and the longevity 
of its inhabitants, and dwelt especially on the latter point, to which I observed 
him always to attach a peculiar interest He remarked, that he had heard that 
the Indians and Chinese live to a great age, and asked whether I knew this to 
be the case, or was acquainted with any particular means they used for the pur- 
pose. Seeing him inclined to follow this topic, I stated the remarkable instances 
of longevity in our own countrymen, Parr and Jenkins; at which he expressed 
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surprise, rvnd much desire to know if there were any means in nature by which 
this end might be obtained. It was evident, that in this question he had refer* 
ence to himself; and I took the opportunity of enforcing upon him some of the 
medical advice I bad before given. He gave assent to what I said; but at the 
same time pursued the question, whether there were not some more direct 
means of procuring long life. I mentioned to him generally* the attempts that 
had been made some centuries ago, to discover the Elixir Vitie; and stated that 
this was a project which had now been abandoned by all men of reflection. 
Alluding accidentally, at the same time, to the search after the philosopher’s 
stone, he eagerly followed this subject, and wished to know whether there were 
not some secret methods of discovering gold, which gave their possessor the 
power of procuring any amount of this metal. There was a strong and signifi- 
cant interest in his manner of asking this question, which greatly struck me; 
and it was accompanied by a look toward myself, seeming to search into the 
truth of my reply. I answered, of eourse, that there were no means of flying 
gold and silver; that these metals were obtained only from the earth; aWT that 
the advantage of philosophy was in being able to employ the best means of rais- 
ing them from mines, and purifying them for use. 1 doubt whether lie was sa- 
tisfied with this reply, or did not still believe in further mysteries of the alche- 
mic art. The desire of gold and longevity are natural to a despot; and espe- 
cially to one who, like Ati Pasha, has ever been pursuing a scheme of ambitions 
progress. 

Oar conversation had often a reference to the politics of the day, on which 
I found him well and accurately informed. It was at this time that Bonaparte 
was pursuing his memorable campaign in Russia; in all the events of which All 
Pasha felt a lively interest, naturally arising out of his relation to the two great 
powers concerned. It was obviously for his advantage, that they should mutu- 
ally wear out their strength, without either of them obtaining the preponder- 
ance. While at peace, they checked each other as to TurkJS^; when at war, 
if either were eminently successful, there was eventual danger to him. The 
vicinity of the Frcnoh in the Illyrian provinces would speedily give effect to any 
designs they might adopt in that quarter, either from views' of general ambition* 
or from motives of personal hostility to himself, which he might be well aware 
that he had created by his conduct at Prevesa, his receqt connexion with the 
English, and by other circumstances of less notoriety. Of the power*of Russia, 
and the ultimate danger to the Turkish empire from this source, he was well 
informed; and he, as well as his sons, had felt and known the weight of the Rus- 
sian armies pressing upon the Danube. He understood, too, that all foreign 
attempts at the restoration of Greece, whether with selfish or honourable mo- 
tives, must of necessity imply a previous attack upon his power; and I believe 
he was fully sensible of his incapacity of resisting permanently the efforts of a 
regular European army. At various times 1 have heard him converse, more 
or less direction these topics; and in general there was an air of sound jqdg- 
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rnent in his remarks, which implied 'as well sagacity, as freedom from the pre- 
judices of his nation. 

■ I happened to be with him at the Seraglio, on the evening of the day when 
he received information of the French having entered Moscow. He was evi- 
dently in low spirits, and discomposed by the intelligence. I spoke to him of 
the perseveranoe and resources of Russia, and of the evils that might arise to 
the French army from the burning of Moscow, and the approach of winter. He 
was not satisfied by these arguments, but alluded in reply to the pacific temper 
of Alexander, to the mistakes which had been committed in the last Polish 
campaign, to the treaty of Tilsit, aud above all to die character of Bonaparte* 
which he justly characterized “ as one that the world had never before seen.” 

The assiduity with which he applies himself to all his business is very great. 
He rises commonly before six, and his officers and secretaries are expected to 
be with him at this hour. There are no pauses in the business during the day, 
except at twelve o'clock, when he takes his dinner, sleeping afterwards for an 
hour; and again at eight in the evening, which is his hour of supper. 1 have 
found him as late as nine o’clock, with three secretaries on the ground before 
him, listening to the most minute details of that branch of expenditure which 
relates to the post-houses; each article of which accounts he separately approved. 
His hours of pleasure are also in part subservient to the furtherance of business. 
I have seen him in the gardens of his pavilion surrounded by petitioners, and 
giving judgment on cases that were brought before him. Even when retiring to 
the Haram, he still preserves his public capacity; and, in the petty discords of 
three hundred women secluded from the world, it is not wonderful that his oc- 
cupation and authority as a judge should still be required. 

In his habits at table, Ali Pasha is temperate, though by no means so strict 
a Mussulman ms to refuse himself wine. He almost always eats alone, according 
to the custom of Turks of high rank, and at the hours already mentioned. His 
dinner usually consists of twelve or sixteen covers, which are separately placed 
on a tray before him. The dishes are chiefly those of Turkish cookery; in 
_ addition to which a whole lamb, provided by his shepherds, is served up at his 
table every day in the year. His appetite is not at all fastidious, and I have been 
told that his cooks, in providing for him, take liberties which under a luxurious 
despot, would infallibly cost them their heads. 

The adherence of Ali Pasha to the tenets of the Mahomedan religion, is 
by no means rigid, and probably depending more on a sense of interest, than 
upon any zeal or affection for these tenets. He has few of the prejudices of a 
Mussulman; and in regarding those around him, bis consideration obviously is, 
not the religion of the man, but whether he can be of service to any of his 
views. I have seen a Christian, a Turkish, and a Jewish secretary, sitting on 
die ground before him at the same moment, — au instance of the principle 
which is carried throughout every branch of his government In. Albania es- 
pecially, the Christian and Musselman population are virtually on the same 
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footing as to political liberty; all indeed slaves, but the former not oppressed, 
as elsewhere in Turkey, by those subordinate agencies of tyranny, which render 
more grating the chain that binds them. It may fairly be said, that under this 
government all religions find an ample toleration. I have even known instanoes 
where Ali Pasha has directed Greek churches to be built for the use of the pea- 
sants, as is the case in one or two of the villages on the plain of Arta. 

Truth compels the addition of other features of less pleasing kind; and ta 
the general picture of eastern despotism must be annexed some traits peculiar 
to the man. The most striking of these are, a habit of perpetual artifice, shown 
in every circumstance of his life; and a degree of vindictive feeling, producing 
acts of the most unqualified ferocity. The most legitimate form his cunning 
assumes, is in political matters, where, according to frequent usage, it might 
perhaps have the name of sagacity and adroitness. He is eminently skilled in 
all the arts of intrigue, and his agents or spies are to be found every where in 
the Turkish empire, doing the work of their master with a degree of zeal which 
testifies at once his own talent in their selection, and the commanding influence 
•f his powers over the minds of all that surround him. His political informa- 
tion, derived from these sources, and from the ample use of bribery, is of the 
best kind; and it may, I believe, be affirmed as a fact, that not a single event of 
importance can occur at Constantinople, even in the most secret recesses of the 
Divan, which is not known within eight days at the seraglio of Ioanuina. 


FOB THE PORT FOLIO. 

THE FIRST OF MAY. 

———If thou lov’st me then. 

Steal forth thy father’s house to-morrow night; 

And in the wood, a mile without the town, 

Where I did meet thee once with Helena, 

To do obtervance to a mom of May, 

There will I stay for thee. 

Muhunu N. Dream* 

It was the custom, anciently, for all ranks of people to go out 
a Maying early on the first of May. In the north of England? 
the juvenile part of both sexes were wont to rise a little after mid- 
night of the morning of that day, and walk to some neighbouring 
wood, accompanied with music and the blowing of horns, where 
they broke down branches from the trees, and adorned them with 
nosegays and crowns of flowers* This done, they returned home- 
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wards with their booty, about the time of sunrise, and made their 
doors and windows triumph in the flowery spoil. In Herrick’s 
Hesperides, the customs of May-day, are alluded to, in language* 
which is not the less poetical because it is not modern. 

Come, my Cerinna, come: and coming mark 
How each field tarns a street; each street a park 
Made green and trimmed with trees. See how 
Devotion gives each house a bough. 

Or branch: each porch, each door, ere this v 

An ark, a tabernacle is 
Made up of white-thorn, neatly interwove. 

A deal of youth, ere this, is come 
Back, and with white-thorn laden home. 

Some have dispatch'd their cakes and cream 
Before that we have left to dream. 

This custom was observed by noble and royal personages, as 
we learn from Chaucer’s Court of Love, in which he says, that 
early on May-day “ fourth goth al the court, both most and lest, to 
fetche the fiouris fresh, and braunch r and blome.” 

Stowf) in his “ Survey of London,” 1603, quotes from Hall, an 
account of Henry VIII. riding a Maying from Greenwich to the 
Ligh ground of Shooter’s hill, with queen Katharine, accompanied 
with many lords and ladies. He tells us, also, that << on May day in 
the morning, every man, every woman, except impediment, would 
walke into the sweete meadows and greene woods, there to rejoyce 
their spirites with the beauty and savour of sweete flowers, and 
with the harmony of birds, praysing God in their kind.” 

Shakspeare (Hen. VIII A. v. sc. 3.) says it was impossible 
to make the people sleep on May morning; and (Mids. N. Dream, 
A. iv. sc. 1.) that they rose early to observe the rite of May. 

Milton has the following beautiful song: 

On May Morning. 

Now the bright moruing star, day’s harbioger, 

Comes dancing from the East, and leads with her 
The flow’ry May, who from her green lap throws 
The yellow cowslip, and the pale primrose. 

Hail beauteous May, that dost inspire 
Mirth and youth and warm desire; 
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Woods and groves are of thy dressing, 

HM and dale doth boast thy Messing. 

Thus ve salute thee, -with our early tong, 

And welcome thee, and wish thee long. 

Browne, in his “ Britannia’s Pastorals,” 8vo. Lond. 1625, B. ii. 
p. 122. thus describes some of the May revellingss 

As I have seen the Lady of the May 
Set in an arbour (on a holy-day) 

Built by the May-pole, where the joeund swaines, 

Dancewitb the maidens to the bagpipe straines. 

When envious Night commands them to be gone. 

Call for the merry youngsters one by one. 

And, for their well performance, soone disposes. 

To this a garland interwove with roses; 

To that a carved hooke or well-wrought scrip; 

Gracing another with her cherry lip; 

To one her garter; to another then 
A hand-kerchiefe cast o’er and o’er agen: 

And none retumeth emptie that bath spent 
His paines to fill ihgir rurall meriment. 

So, &c. &c. 

Bourne tells us, that “ the after-part of the day is chiefly 
spent in dancing round a tall pole, which is called May-pole; which 
being placed in a convenient part of the village, stands there, as 
it wef*e consecrated to the Goddess of Flowers, without the least 
violation offered to it, in the whole circle of the year.” 

In a curious collection of poetical pieces, entitled u A plea- 
sant Grove of New Fancies,” 8vo. Lond. 165f, we find the follow- 
ing verses in honour of 

The May Pole, 

The May Pole is up. 

Now give me the cup. 

I’ll drink to the garlands around it. 

But first unto those 
Whose hands did compose 
The glory of flowers that crown’d it. 

Among the publications which the fanatical spirit of 1669 
produced, there is a curious tract, entitled, “ The Lord's loud caH 
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to England.’* In this book there is a letter from one of the Puri- 
tans of the north, which commences with these words: “ Sir, the 
country as well as the town, abounds with vanities; now the reins 
of liberty and vanity are let loose: May-fioles, and playes, and jug- 
lers, and all things else now pass current Sin now appears with 
a brazen face,” See. 

In the same year, Thomas Hall, another of the puritanical 
writers, published his “ Funebriae Florae, the Downfall of May 
Games.” At the end is a copy of verses, from which the following 
is extracted: 


I am Sir May-Pole, that ’* my name. 
Men, May and Mirth give me the tame. 

And thus hat Flora, May and Mirth, 
Begun and oherished my birth. 

Till time and means so favored mee. 
That of a twigg I wait a tree: 

Then all the people, less and more. 

My height and tallness did adore. 

Under heaven’s cope. 

There’s none as I so near the Pope. 
Whereof the papists give to mee. 

Next papa], second dignity. 

Hath holy father much a doe 
When he is chosen! so have I too: 

Doth he upon mens' shoulders ride? 

That honour doth to me betide: 

There is joy at my plantation. 

As is at his coronation; 

Men, women, children on a heap. 

Do sing and danoe; and frisk, and leap; 
Yea, drums and drunkards, on a rout. 
Before me make a hideous shout. 

For, where ’tis nois'd that I am come. 
My followers summoned are by drum. 

I have a mighty retinue, 

The scum of all the raskall crew 
Of fidlers, pedlert, jay le -scap’d slaves. 

Of tinkers, turn -coats, tospot knaves. 

Of tbeevea and scape-thrifts many a one. 
With bounoing Besse, and jolly Jone, 
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With idle boyse, sod journey -men. 

And vagrants that their coantry ran: 

Old eronea that aearee have tooth or eye. 

But crooked back and lamed thigh, 

Moat have a frisk, and shake their heel 
Aa if no stitch or ache they feel. 

I bid the servant disobey. 

The child to say his parent naye. 

The poorer soft that have no coin, 

I can command them to purloin. 

All this and more I warrant good. 

For ’tis to maintain neigbourhood. 

These extracts might be multiplied without end, but I fear 
my readers arc not so fond as I am of these researches. I avail 
myself, as freely as I dare, of the u Observations on Popular An- 
tiquities,” by Mr. Brand, who has investigated these curious sub- 
jects with an uncommon degree of industry and success. 

In collecting the memorials of May, it would be unpardon- 
able to forget the beautiful poem, preserved in “ The World,” 
No. 82, entitled, “ The Tears of Old May Day,” ascribed to Mr. 
Loveybond. We have only room to transcribe from it, the fol- 
wing stanzas, in allusion to the alteration of the style: 

Vain hope! no more in coral bands unite 
Her virgin vot’ries, and at early dawn. 

Sacred to May, and Love’s mysterious rite, i 

Brush the light dew-drops from the spangled lawn. 

To her no more Augusta’s wealthy pride 
Pours the full tribute from Potosi’s mine; 

Nor fresh-blown garlands village maids provide, 

A purer offspring at her rustic shrine. 

A variety of very ingenious conjectures have been made as to 
the origin of these customs: but I am inclined to consider them, 
with Polydore Virgil, as the relick of an ancient custom among 
the heathens, who observed the four last days of April, and 
the first of May, in honour of the goddess Flora, the deity who 
presided over fruits and flowers. 

K7* 
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FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

BRITISH ABUSE OP AMERICAN MANNERS. 

Mr. Oldschool, 

The principal schools of classical education in England for 
the sons of the nobility and gentry, were, in my time, and I believe 
still are, Eton, Winchester, Westminster, and Harrow. Each of 
these took pride in raising the most accurate classical scholars, 
who should be capable, not merely of perusing the classic authors 
with relish for the beauties displayed in them, but of composing in 
prose and in verse with elegance and facility. Nor indeed are the 
modem Latin poets of England inferior to those of any foreign 
country. Cowley, Milton, and Cowper, were line poets in Latin 
as well as in their native tongue. The Epigrams of Owen yield 
to no modem Latinist in the same style of composition; Buchanan 
is far superior to Casimir; the Mua* Anglican* of Addison is a fit 
companion for Pope’s Poemata Italorum Selccta . The Luaua 
fVeetmonaatcrieneesy and the prize compositions of Eton college, 
are highly respectable specimens of juvenile effort; nor does the 
happy felicity of expression of Loveling and of Vincent Bourne, 
greatly yield even to Horace and Tibullus. Holdsworth’s Muaci - 
fiula, Geddes’s Election Bally and some late translations, are spe- 
cimens of easy Latinity, and pleasing composition, which the most 
rigid critic may peruse with delight. 

In all these schools, classical erudition, and facility in peru- 
sing ancient authors, and comprehending the beauties and defects 
of style, are greatly promoted by the universal practice of com- 
posing in Latin or Greek metre; which compels the student to 
translate the ideas which he conceives in English into so many 
forms of classical language to suit the metre, and compels him to 
such laborious research for synohimous expressions as well as 
ynonimous words, that I do not hesitate in giving it as an opinion 
requiring no further illustration from fact, that to the practice of 
composing in ancient languages is owing, exclusively, the greater 
proficiency of English and German classical scholars. The French 
and Italians of modem days are by no means equal to the English, 
who, if not as learned and laborious as the Germans, are their 
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superiors in discerning and imitating the beauties of classical 
authors. 

In London, of which Westminster is always regarded as a 
part, there were two schools where the scholars annually exhibited 
a dramatic performance; at Westminster school, the custom has 
long been, for the senior students who are about to leave that 
seminary for the university, at the age of from 16 to 18, to get up 
a play of Terence. At Soho Square, the students annually per- 
formed a play of Shakspeare. I do not recollect tliat this theatri- 
cal custom was followed at any other place of education in Eng- 
land; what the case is now, I do not know. 

To the play of Terence thus annually performed, there was 
usually a Latin prologue, and also an epilogue composed and spo- 
ken on the occasion. The epilogue turned, for the most part, on the 
manners of the day that would bear the gentle correction of good 
humoured satire, in elegant Latinity. The plays were confined 
to those of Terence: Plautus being obscure, abounding in obsolete 
expressions, without elegance of diction, and with somewhat of 
coarseness in his plots, as well as his language. Terence, there- 
fore, a school book in England, was always chosen. 

I cannot say that I am an advocate for theatrical performances 
of any kind. The morality of stage plays is very flimsy; their 
immorality too plain to be justified, and too frequent to escape the 
slightest observation. Even in the plays of Terence, there b 
much to condemn and little to approve. The plot turns, for the 
most part, on the attempts of dissipated young men and thought- 
less young women to cheat parents and guardians, and of servants 
to blind the eyes of their masters. These are alwsfys represented 
as successful. Young as I was, when I attended these perfor- 
mances, it could not escape even my juvenile understanding, that 
the morals of Terence were not the morals inculcated by those 
whom I was taught at home, and with great reason, to respect. 
When I sat, therefore, amidst the surrounding crowd of men of 
rank and fortune, of dignitaries of the church, and reverend fathers 
of ^families, to hear these plays performed, I could not help think- 
ing the spectators were not in their proper place, and the time and 
talents of the young performers very ill applied. 

It was before such a description of spectators, nobility, 

- gentry, and clergy, that the following specimen of classic abuse 
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was uttered lately, in the form of an epilogue, by one of the young 
'performers in the Phormioof Terence. 

EPILOGUS. IN PHORMIONEM. 

DAVUB. OETi. 

Da. Salve iterum, Geta. Sed quid agis? quisnam iste paratus? 

Nura liber factns? Ge. Mux, nisi fallor, ero. 

Da. Nempe tu& ceeisse operA restra omnia pulobre 
Audieram. Ge. Immo aliis; non ita, Dave, miki. 

Lactitia in oommuni ego solus ncgligor. Ergo 
Prospieio ipse miki. Da. Quid meditare? Ge. Fugara. 

Da. Di vortant bene! sed pedetentira. Ge. Atqui omnia dudum 
Corrasi, id metuens. Da. Quo fugis? Ge. Hesperiam. 

Da. Quid? quzso, oceani fines quse visitur ultra 
Barbara inhumanis terra habitata viris? 

Ce.^lmmo ea, quae, nostris quondam quaesita colonis. 

Nunc unum in terris cernitur Elysium. 

Da. Horrida quorum hominum vel nomina respuit auris 
Attica, pene etiam lingua sonare timet. 

Chaktawoa, Cheroknos, Pawwawos, Chickasaaros, 
MieliUimakinacos, Yankey-qu^-doodelios. 

Ge. Quae virtute, fide, majestate, artibus, armis, 

Consilio, eloquio, moribus, ingcnio, 

Nullam non longe exsuperat gens unica gentem. 

Quae sit, quae fuerit, quzqqe futura siet. 

Nostra vennstatis si quid, si seoula vatum 
Aurca divinse simplicitatis kabent. 

Hesperia omne tenet: neque adhue Astrea reliquit 
Hunc orbem; inque istis laeta moratur agris. 

Da. Atque ibi non virgo, verum est A strata virago; 

Saepe cst, ut perhibent, ebria; tape pugil; 

Nonnunquam quoque fur. Nec morum dicere prom turn est, 

Sit ratio simplex, sitne venusta magis. 

JEthiopiasa palam mensse famulatur beriii 
In ptaris naturalibus, ut loquimur. 

Vir braeeis se bellus amat nudare d£cent£r, 

Strenuus ut choreas ex*que-peditus agat. 

Quid quod ibi; quod congei-ere ipsis conque morai’i 
Dicitur, incolumi nempe pudieitiA, 

Sponte suA, sine fraud e, torum sese audet in unum 
Condere eum casto casta puello viro? 

Quid noctes cenaque Defim? quid nmiena piorum 
Concilia? Ge. Immo audi? quae bona vera ferans. 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 


400 


BRITISH ABUSE OF 


Agrieob es? tibi mille patent* qux libera et ante 
Immetata tub jogera bubus area. 

Aueeps ea? media perdix vulgo erratin urbe; 

Potor ea? bora haustus ffert ibi quxqae novo*. 

Titillatorem Gingivx, Phlegmotomum— que, 

Fellifragumqne bibet* Anti-que-fograaticum. 

A urea preterea libertas, Dave! homo aervus 

Ndmo ibi. Da. At ASthiopes — Oe. Sant ibi non homines. 

Qui vult, et qaod vult, et de quod volt, homo sentit; 

Et eui vult audet dicere, vel facere. 

Fit aponte injussut quisque indoclutque, Senator* 

Mercator, Judex, Dux, Sophua aut Medicus. 

Spemuntnr tirocinii legesque morxque: 

Est diploma satis cuique libido sua. 

Da. Nempe senatores pestrinum et ganea mittunt: 

Optimus et Judex maximus est nebulo. 

Scitd oratorem orator convmoere eeitat? 

Largiter adversi conspuit ora viri: 

Neve ea Rhetorice valeat minus, herba salivam 
Lxtius effundi Niootiana facit. 

Mentiri est mereatoris bus summa; ducisque , 

Cura, diarhxx consuluisae sax. 

Tam lusus: oculos exoulpere pollice, frontem 
Scalpere, nasum omnem mordicus abripere; 

Atque neoare hominem jocus est lepidissimus. At tu, 

Aurea libertas qux siet ilia, vide. 

Primum, crede mihi, si te semcl atra Charontis 
Ceperit Elysium navis itnra tuum, 

Iptum omncs absumet opes tibi naulum: animam inde 
Debebis, nullo est qux redimcnda die; 

Postremo magnos pasces in earoere mures. 

Quin age, et in melius oonsule, dam potii es. 

Hesperiam laudet sine perditus, impius, exlex; 

Si sanus satis es, tu, Oeta, siste domi. 

Sin aliter valeas Valeant peregrins volentes 
Littora natali prxposuisse solo. 

TRANSLATION. 

Da. I am'gbd to see you again, Geta: but what are you about: why is all this 
preparation? Are you a free man? Ge . I shall be, by and by, oe I am mistaken. 
Da. I understand all your concerns succeed wonderfully under your management- 
Ge. To others perhaps: but not to me, Davus. In the common rejoicing, I alooe 
am neglected; so that I must look to myself. Da. What do you propos e ? Ge. 
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Plight Da. God prosper you: but you will not go hastily, I hope. Ge. I hare 
just scraped together my little property through fear of delay. Da Whither 
do you propose to fly? Ge. To America. Da. What! to that country which 
19 beyond the ocean: a country barbarous itself, and inhabited by barbarians? 
Ge. Even that country to which our colonists formerly resorted, and which is the 
only Elysiam the world affords. Da. To that country, of whose inhabitants a 
classic ear cannot tolerate the very names, and which the tongue is almost afraid 
to pronounce! Choctaws, Cherokees, Pawwas, Chickesaws, Michilimackinaws, 
and Yankee -doodles! Ge. To that country which of all that have been, or are, 
or will be, excels in virtue, honesty, majesty, arts, arms — in counsel, in eloquence, 
in manners, in wit. If our age can boast of elegance, if the golden age of the 
poets can exhibit any character of divine simplicity, America has all this to boast. 
Nor has Astrseu as yet left our globe, but remains well pleased in the cultivated 
regions of that happy clime. Da. But in that country, Geta, A strata is not a 
virgin, but a virago: sometimes, as report goes, she is a drunkard, often a pugilist, 
sometimes even a thief. Nor is it easy to say whether the tenor of their man* 
ners is more to be admired for simplicity or elegance: a negro wench, as we 
are told, will wait on her roaster at table in native nudity; and a beau will strip 
himself to the waist, that he may dance unincumbered, and with more agility. 
There, too, we hear of the practice of bundling, without any infraction of female 
modesty; and the chaste maiden, without any deception, but with right good will, 
ventures to share the bed with her chaste swain! Oh what nights and banquets, 
worthy of the gods! what delightful customs among these pious people!^ Ge. But 
listen, if you please, to the better side, and the true ride of the story, as I shall 
relate it Are you a farmer? a thousand acres, as yet unharassed by the plough, 
await your team. Are you fond of shooting? the partridge flies about commonly 
in the very streets. Do you love your glass? every hour brings with it a fresh 
bumper. There you have the Gam tickler, the Phlegm-cuttcr, the Gall breaker, 
and the Jintifogmatic . And then, Davus, precious liberty! no: no man is a slave 
there. Da. Except the negro. Ge. Negroes are not considered as of the 
human species in A merica. Every man there thinks what he pleases, of whom 
he pleases, and does what he pleases. In that happy land, every man starts up 
a legislator by intuition, however unlearned; and becomes in like manner, mer- 
chant, judge, general, philosopher, or physician. The young men spurn the 
restraint of laws and of manners: his own inclination is there every man’s sufficient 
diploma. Da. Why, to be sure. Bridewell and the stews supply them with sena- 
tors, and their respectable chief justice is a worthless profligate. Does a senatorial 
orator dextrously aim to convince his antagonist? he spits plentifully in his face. 
And that this species of rhetoric may be more efficacious, tobacco furnishes an 
abundance of saliva for the purpose. The highest praise of a merchant, is his 
skill in lying; the great anxiety of a general, to manage his diarrhoea. Then, 
their amusements! to gouge out an eye with the thumb, to skin the forehead, to 
bftc off the nose! and to kill a man, is an admirable joke. But consider, Geta, 
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what is this precious liberty of which you speak? Believe me, in the first place, 
even if the black vessel of transportation you embark in, should bear you safely 
to this elysium of yours, the very passage would exhaust all your funds; and your 
whole life would be held in pledge, never to be redeemed: your destroy at last 
would be to feed the rats of a prison. But come, think better of this scheme 
while you have it in your power. Let the ruined man, the impious wretch, the 
outlaw, praise America; if you are yet in yonr senses, Geta, stay at home. If 
not, good bye to you. And good bye to all those who prefer a foreign land to 
their native soil. 

[The original is copied from the Gentleman's Magazine.] 

Thus it is, that at an age when impressions are apt to take 
the strongest hold of the mind — with the concomitant associations 
most calculated to give vividness and effect to the sentiments ut- 
tered — at the direction, and under the superintendance of the 
reverend preceptors in the first school of education that Great 
Britain can boast — in the presence, and with the sanction of per- 
sons, deemed highly respectable for rank, learning, character, and 
station — the young sons of the nobility and gentry of England, are 
taught to pronounce, applaud, and give effect to, the most glaring 
and disgusting falsehoods, and the most virulent and vulgar abuse 
against this country, and its inhabitants, from Maine to Georgia: 
from the president down to the peasant. There is nothing in the 
filthy invectives of the Quarterly Review more abusive and flagi- 
tious than this epilogue; and no wonder will it be, if the malignant 
and contemptuous feelings towards America, thus poured into the 
minds of the young gentry of England, should produce the effect 
intended; and make them, in the natural train of things, become 
to the rising generation here, a hating, a hateful, and a hated set. 
It cannot be that such a course of education in England will have 
no effect in America: manet alia mentc refiosium. I am no advo- 
cate for keeping up national animosity, but I do not approve of the 
doctrine of non resistance: I do not know that I am Christian 
enough, on receiving a blow upon the one cheek, to turn to my 
antagonist the other also; nor do I feel the obligation upon Ame- 
ricans of submitting tamely to the insult, when the persons who 
have descended to these aspersions are themselves so liable to the 
retort. Had this attack been the hasty effusion of a political parti- 
zan, or the witty scurrility of a writer whose sarcastic talent fur- 
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nishcs his daily bread, or had we been subjected even to the mis- 
taken correction of a well-meaning observer, it might have been 
passed over: but this, the studied, deliberate composition of deep- 
rooted enmity, deserves no quarter. One style of reply to impar- 
tial and friendly reprehension, another to the sarcastic rancour of a 
“ proud and insulting foe.” 

This epilogue was delivered after the performance of one of 
Terence’s plays: they are usually selected, and a different one 
performed every year, till the adopted number is gone through. 
1 have been twice present when the Eunuchua of Terence was 
acted: the first time, many years ago, when the present George 
Colman, young Dodd, and some other youths, weregoing away from 
Westminster to College. (At Oxford, the Westminster boys usu- 
ally went to Christ Church, the Winchester students to Ail Souls.) 
On this occasion, as on a subsequent one, I heard the following pas- 
sage delivered in the course of the performance. I think Colman or 
Dodd performed the part of Chaerea, but so long ago, I will not 
tax my memory with positive assertion. It was, however, when 
both these youths acted in that play, and previous to their going to 
college. I was surrounded by clergymen. I did not observe 
them blush; but I distinctly remember that I did. 

Chorea. Edicit nc vir quisquam ad earn adeat, et mthi, ne absccdam 
imperat. 

In interiore parte ut maueara solus cum soli; annuo; 

Terrain intuens modeste. 

Antipho . Miser! 

Chorea. Ego inquit ad cxnam bine eo. 

Abducit seeuro ancillas: paucx, qnx circum illara cssent, npment, 

Novitix puellx. Continuo hxc adorn aut, ut lavet. 

Adhortor properant. Dum apparatur, virgo in conclavi sedet, 

Suspectans tabulam quandam pictam, ubi inerat pictura hxc, Jorera 
- Quo pacto Danax misise aiunt quondam in gremium imbrem aureura. 

Egomet quoque id spectare expi, et quia consimilem luserat 
Jam olim ille ludura, impendio magis animu’ gaud e bat raihi, 

Deura sese in hominem convertise, atque per alienas tegulas 
Venisse clanculiim per implavium fricum factum mulieri. 

At quern Deum! qui templa cceli sonitu conoutit: 

Ego homuneio hoe non facerem? Ego vero illud feci, ac lubens, See. Ste. 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



404 


BRITISH ABUSE OF 


I omit, for obvious reasons, the rest of the description; which, 
however, was preserved i 9 the representation of this play. 

Here, then, are young men just entering upon the verge of 
manhood, when the passions require the strongest control, en- 
joined to study, to commit to memory, to enact with every appro- 
priate look, tone, and gesture, a character and a passage, in lan- 
guage luxurious enough to warm an anchorite, if it were not de- 
based by expressions that would become a stew. 

While this part is performing, the heads of the seminary — 
the reverend ministers of religion — dignified members of the es- 
tablished church— teachers and professors of our holy religion- 
pious instructors of the rising generation — paid and honoured to 
preach and propagate the purest doctrines of Christian morality, 
and in particular, peace on earth and good will toward men — sit 
round, fiorrtciis attribute in anxious attention to catch every word, 
and observe every gesture of the animated youths who are ap- 
pointed to this public recitation; wherein, voluptuous imagery vies 
with grossness of expression, and rape is defended by an appeal to 
blasphemy. 

After such a public prostitution of all decency of character, 
can we wonder that the silly falsehoods and vulgar scurrilities of 
the epilogue in question should be dictated by the courtly profes- 
sors, and sanctioned by this learned and reverend assembly? Can 
we think it strange, even if it be our lot to become the subjects 
of rancorous abuse, in a nation where priests and parents can 
gravely encourage the youthful exhibition which I have just de- 
scribed? 

It is not worth while to dwell long on the particulars of this 
specimen of classical scurrility; but a few passages may be noticed. 

Astraa virago: non nunquam quoque fur . I presume the 
writer forgot sir Ralph Hengham, Bacon, Macclesfield, and Jef- 
feries. Nor is this last the only specimen to be found of Astrza 
virago in the state trials. I wonder too, whether the dictator of 
this epilogue ever heard of the letter sent to the judges in the se- 
dition cases of Hardy, &c. or of judge Buller’s epistle to his bro- 
ther the boroughmonger, so well known on the home circuit? 

EthiofiUsay &c. Perhaps this story rests on the credit of 
Priest, or Jansen, or Weld, or some such specimen of British 
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veracity among their travellers in this country: it certainly calls 
for no other refutation. 

Anti fogmaticum , &c. The nine-dram fog is a resident of 
Cornwall in England, from which country the language and prac- 
tice have been imported here. 

I do not recollect, however, any tavern in this country, where 
the sign informs you, that you may get drunk for a penny, dead 
drunk for two pence* and be furnished with straw for nothing. 
But without referring to the times of Hogarth, I would recom- 
mend the admirers of English sobriety to the Monthly Magazine 
for January, 1816, p. 506, where the increasing practice of dram- 
drinking, even on sabbath days, can support five or six dram-shops 
in Holborn, one of their most public streets, within a few doors of 
each other, beside a* due proportion in the other parts of London. 

Judex nebulo. I have referred to judges enough in England 
who are dead: I do not want to wound the living: those who de- 
light in judiciary scandal, may amuse themselves with the u Two- 
Penny Post Bag” recollecting that the satire in that truly witty 
performance is not the work of an American, but of an English- 
man, published in London, who recently delineates the prominent 
characters of his own country. I do not pretend to credit the pic- 
ture he draws of lord Ellenborough, and I sincerely hope the 
abominable allusions to the conduct of the prince regent, are as 
unfounded as they would be if asserted of our president. 

Consfiuit ora viri. This solitary instance of legislative inde- 
cency may find a companion in a case pointed out by the author 
of the reply to the' Quarterly Review. I wonder whether it would 
be counted indecent in England, for the prime minister and his 
friend to come drunk to parliament, and after hiccuping a few 
sentences, to retire when the port operated as an emetic? I fancy 
Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas, were they alive, could give some ac- 
count of this. We have not yet adopted these u free and easy” 
manners in congress; nor do I find that any of our representatives 
swear so decidedly in the John Bull style, for the amusement of the 
house, as that tippling buffoon, “ honest Jack Fuller.' ~N or do 1 
know whether any member of congress has yet been found to go so 
far as to recommend (and succeed too in the recommendation) of 
philibegs in lieu of small clothes and inexpressibles, for which 
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fashion the public have the highest obligations to the marquis of 
Graham. Nor do I recollect any regular defence of boxing, bull- 
baiting, and bear-baiting, which found a strenuous defender in that 
“ enlightened statesman," William Wyndham, esq. of lamented 
memory! Nor have we had any public and legislative defence of 
peculation and corruption, such as took place, to the great amuse- 
ment of the quidnuncs, on the charges against lord Melville. 

Herba salivam , Latins effundi Nicotianafacit . I presume the 
examples of sir W. Jones, Dr. White the Arabic professor, John 
Henderson, of Pembroke, Dr. Urie, &c. &c. hardly suffice to 
justify the use of tobacco, whether in smoking or chewing, even 
with the admirals of the blue, white and yellow flags to aid them; 
if they would, I could remind this writer of the Nicotian society at 
Oxford, where I have met the aforesaid ornaments of English litera- 
ture, enveloped in as much smoke from the fumigation of Virgi- 
nia tobacco, as you would And at a London porter house. 

Mentiri est mercatoris. Pray what was the opinion of the 
British merchants, which Mr. Burke expressed in the house of 
commons? and how did it differ from this character? 

Diarhaaa consuluisse sua. I really must refer this case to 
general Smelfungus, of whose disorder, his friend general Arm- 
strong was kind enough to publish a bulletin, for the information 
of congress and the world at large. f 

Front em scalfitre . I took up by accident, just now, the Edin- 
burgh Annual Register for 1811, divided into two parts; the first 
consisting of the occurrences of the year, and occupying half the 
volume; the other of biography and miscellaneous papers. This 
last half was principally occupied with the biography of Mr. 
Windham, the great parliamentary defender of boxing, bear- 
baiting, and bull-baiting; arguing, in substance, (whether justly or 
not, I will not pretend to say,) that the English required to be 
made ferocious to keep up their courage. His biographer, indeed, 
has wisely forgotten this feature of his character. The former 
half of the book consists of accounts of rapes, robberies, and mur- 
ders, in part; but in great part also, of bulletins of the feats of Crib 
and Mollineaux, and other heroes of the fist, told in all the techni- 

• Sec letter of general Wilkinson to general Armstrong of September 20, 
1815, in page 79 of the correspondence transmitted by the president, in conse- 
quence of the resolution of Dcoember SI, 1815. 
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cal language to which this new and vulgar science has given rise, 
and which hitherto seems confined to the English people. A 
volume more disgraceful to the national habits, and national tastes 
and propensities, could hardly have been compiled by its worst 
enemy. 

However, to show beyond all question with what right the 
English complain of the boxing, biting, and gouging of this coun- 
try, I will copy part of Dr. Bardsley’s essay “ On the use and 
abuse of fiofiular sports and exercises , resembling those of the 
Greeks and Romans , as a national object” from the 15 th vol. of 
Nicholson’s Philosophical Magazine. This essay was written by 
Dr. Bardsley, of Manchester, expressly to recommend the intro- 
duction and protection of the art of boxing, as the best means of 
preventing the prevailing practices of biting , gouging, mutilating , 
and murdering. 

“ It is a singular, though striking fact, that in those parts of the 
kingdom where the generous and manly system of pugilism is 
least practised, and where, for the most part, all personal disputes 
are decided by the exertion of savage strength and ferocity— a 
fondness for barbarous and bloody sports is found to prevail. In 
some parts of Lancashire bull-baiting and man-slaying are common 
practices. The knowledge of pugilism as an art is, in these places, 
neither understood nor practised. There is no established rule of 
honour to save the weak from the strong, but every man’s life is 
at the mercy of his successful antagonist. The object of each 
combatant in these disgraceful contests, is, to throw each other 
prostrate on the ground, and then with hands and feet, teeth and 
nails, to inflict, at random, every possible degree of injury and 
torment.* This is not an exaggerated statement of the barbarism 

* A disgusting instance of this ferocious mode of deciding quarrels, was not 
long since brought forward at the Manchester sessions. It appeared in evi- 
dence, that two persons, upon some trifling dispute, at a public-house, agreed to 
lock themselves up in a room with the landlord and u fight it out” according to 
the Bolton method. This contest lasted a long time, and was only terminated 
by the loss of the greatest part of the nose and a part of an ear, belonging to one 
of the parties, which were actually bitten off by the other, during the fight. 
The sufferer exhibited at the trial, part of the ear so torn off; and when asked by 
the counsel, what had become of that part of his nose which was missing — he 
replied with perfect naivety— “ That he believed his antagonist bad swallowed 
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still prevailing in many parts of this kingdom. The county assizes 
for Lancashire afford too many convincing proofs of the increasing 
mischiefs arising from these savage and disgraceful combats. 

M The judges* on these occasions, have frequently declared in 
the most solemn and impressive charges to the grand jury, that the 
number of persons indicted for murder, or manslaughter in conse- 
quence of the bestial mode of fighting practised in this county, far 
exceeded that of the whole northern* circuit; and that, in future, 
they were determined to punish with the utmost rigour of the law, 
offenders of this description— But, alasl these just denunciations 
have little availed. Is it not then highly probable, that the evil 
which the severity of the law has been unable to correct, might be 
gradually and effectually abolished, or at least greatly mitigated, 
by the encouragement of a more manly, and less dangerous mode 
of terminating the quarrels of the populace? In the southern 
parts of this kingdom very rarely (and then chiefly in pitched battles 
for gain) is there any danger to life or limb from the practice of 
fair boxing. If then in the public schools and large manufactories 
of Lancashire, where immense numbers of boys are under the 
entire control of their masters and employers, some pains were 
taken to introduce the manly system of boxing, and the laws of 
honour, by which it is regulated, there can scarcely be room to 
doubt^ but that the life of man would be more respected— barbarous 
propensities subdued, and the present character of the county 
rescued from the stigma of savage rudeness. It has been asserted, 
by those qualified to judge, that since the late diffusion of the 
knowledge of the pugilistic art by itinerant practitioners among 
the northern inhabitants of this kingdom, the mere exertions of 
brutal strength and ferocity have somewhat fallen into disuse, 
both as exercises of pastime, as well as means of offence and 
defence. In drder therefore to abolish all traces of the savage 
mode of contest which has been so fully described, would it not 
be advisable to hold forth prizes, at wakes and public amusements, 

it!!” It hat happened to the writer of these remarks to witness, in more than 
one instance, the picking up in the streets, lacerated portions of ears and finger^ 
after these detestable and savage broils. Surely either our laws or manners 
might interfere in suppressing such deeds of savage barbarity! — Du. Barbslvy 

* At one assizes, no less than nine persons were convicted of manslaughter, 
originating from these disgraceful encounters. 
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(where the populace assemble chiefly for the purpose of diversion 
and pastime) for the encouragement of those, who excelled in 
sparring with mufflers? This trial of skill, force, and agility 
(which was at first the practice of the ancients) would contribute, 
under due regulation 0 , to invigorate the body and animate the 
courage; and effectually abolish the present dangerous and inhu- 
man method of deciding personal contests.” 

Another instance I have before me to show with what pro- 
priety the English writers accuse the Americans of cruelty and 
brutality in their sports. In the Morning Chronicle of W ednesday, 
8th December, 1813, and in the Sporting Magazine of the same 
month, there is an account of the fox-hounds, presented by the duke 
of Richmond to the prince regent, being taken out to be blooded to 
their new game. Two couple of the stag-hounds accompanied them. 
In a plantation near the Golden Farmer they found an outlying 
deer, &c. A stag was then turned out from a cart, whose leg had 
been dislocated ; although lame, he ran an hour and three quarters, 
and was taken just beyond Hartford bridge. These hounds quite 
fulfil the great expectations that have been formed of them; they 
are described as a capital pack, and in the sportsman’s phrase 
“ have a great deal of devil:” so I apprehend have their masters. 

A writer in the Morning Chronicle (16th Dec. 1813), under 
the signature of Humanita 0 , expresses a very proper indignation 
at the mode in which a certain personage’s fox-hounds were, as 
the phrase is, “ blooded to their new game,” by the execrable 
expedient of dislocating the leg of a deer (of course to prevent its 
outrunnirfg them); in which agonizing state, it seems, the poor 
animal, although lame, ran an hour and three quarters. Some 
time afterwards, two other letters appeared on the same subject, 
signed Humanitas alter y making the same just complaint of this 
brutal practice. There was no pretence, or explanation ever given, 
that the deer was not purposely maimed: the fact was notorious. 
Lord Erskine’s most eloquent speech, with which he introduced his 
bill to punish cruelty to animals, failed in its effect upon the 
humane legislature of that country; his bill was rejected . I do 
not know that the prince regent had any direction or knowledge 
of this matter, but the thing was done as a matter of course by the 
servants of his royal highness, and as a part of their duty: and the 

VOL. x. 3? 
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article is given in the Morning Chronicle as a common article of 
sporting news. 

The same volume (43rd) contains ten accounts of pugilistic 
exhibitions, of which two terminated fatally. I wish some ama- 
teur would explain what is meant by knobbing, fibbing, milling, 
&c. which I suspect cannot greatly differ from gouging. In one 
of these combats, the pugilist having closed up one eye of his 
antagonist, M made continual play” at the other. 

After this, I think I need go no further to show with what 
peculiar propriety we may exclaim mutato nomine , de te f abule. 
narratur . 

In short, the style of reasoning meant to be suggested in this 
epilogue is as follows: You have had judges guilty of indeco- 
rum — therefore, all the American judges are boxers, tiplers, 
thieves, and jail-birds. You have once witnessed the outrage 
of one representative spitting in the face of another — therefore, 
this is a common practice in congress. A young negro girl may 
have torn her petticoat— -therefore, all the negro servants go naked. 
The lowest class of your community are in the habit of drinking 
drams to keep off the fever and ague— therefore, all the Americans 
are habitually dram-drinkers. Your countrymen occasionally chew 
tobacco, like the English sailors and soldiers of almost all ranks^-> 
therefore, all Americans spit out their tobacco juice wherever 
they may happen to find themselves. The boatmen and labour- 
ers of the western country do sometimes bite jand gouge in their 
quarrels, like the English— therefore, biting and gouging is a 
common practice all over America. 

Doubtless no one can reasonably object to the legitimacy of 
these conclusions 

it is impossible to deny the praise of classic neatness and 
dexterity to the very injudicious epilogue in question; but most 
assuredly, this praise is earned at the expense of truth candour, 
common honesty, and common sense. It may be, as it seems to 
be, the intention in that country to educate their youth in senti- 
ments and feelings of the most sarcastic and rancorous hostility 
toward America; and I dare say the attempt will succeed: and 1 
dare aver also, that it will be met, as it naturally must, by corres- 
pondent feelings on this side the water. Feelings, that will sharp- 
en the swords of our young champions in the next conflict, — come 
when it may- Civis. 
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FOR THE PORT FOLIO— REVIEW OF LITERATURE. 

4 

And do you think there are any who are influenced by this? 

Oh lud! yes, sir; — the number of those, who undergo the fatigue of judging 
8&r themselves is very small indeed. Sbebidas’s Critic* 


Discipline: a novel. By the Author of “ Self Control.' 9 London; printed. Phi- 
ladelphia, reprinted by M. Carey. Second edition. 1815. 2 vole. $2. 

The satirist may laugh, and the moralist declaim, but the no- 
velist continues to weave his tissue, and the world is ready to read. 
No species of writing is more generally acceptable than the novel; 
it is the delight of the young, and the amusement of the wise. What 
then can be more injudicious, than that indiscriminate censure, so 
lavishly bestowed where it is likely to produce so little of the der 
sired effect? It cannot be proved that a novel, considered merely 
as a work of imagination, contains in itself any deleterious princi- 
ple. Fictitious narrative is a powerful incentive to that curiosity 
which is inherent in every human mind, and, therefore, may be pre- 
sumed to have been implanted in the heart for beneficial purposes: 
and may* we not, also, observe, with becoming reverence, that 
instruction not less than divine, has been communicated in this in- 
teresting vehicle? That this power has been abused — most grossly 
abused, we shall not deny; but we are altogether willing to acknow- 
ledge our obligation to those who have used the enchantment, not 
to bewilder the judgment, but to allure our steps to that path 
where alone true honour may be found. 

Of the modern works of fiction, we believe it can be said, that 
some, at least, may be read with safety, and even with advantage; 
for it is highly creditable to the present race, both of writers and 
readers, that a reform has commenced. The coarseness and im- 
piety that was disseminated in this fascinating form, but a few 
years ago, would not be tolerated by the most inconsiderate of the 
present day in our country. To be read now, an author must tame 
his imagination — he must refine his sentiments, and purify his 
language. That, which would once have been an anomaly in let- 
ters— a novel recommending, and enforcing by precept and exam- 
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pie, an important religious principle — has of late been attempted 
with the happiest effect. Perhaps it might be assuming too much 
to infer the taste of the public from the celebrity of Calebs— 
the name of Miss More is a talisman which leaves nothing to the 
judgment of her reader. But may we not (surly try the question on 
some others that have subsequently appeared — particularly two, 
the productions of an anonymous author? We allude to the novels 
entitled Self Control and Discipline. These works have had an 
extensive circulation, and their merit is attested by the most un- 
qualified approbation; and the object of both, is, expressly, to dis- 
play the power of religious principle in restraining the passions, 
and the necessity and advantage of implanting the precious seed 
in early life. They are both excellent, though we must object, hi 
Self Control , to some incidents which are of a complexion too ro- 
mantic for the approbation of a sober judgment, and of too rare 
occurrence to afford a rule of practical observation. ( But our 
young female readers may there receive a lesson, the vast import- 
ance of which they are scarcely able to appreciate, at an age when 
the understanding is most liable to be perverted by the pleadings of 
the heart — never to commit their happiness to a man who is not 
governed by “ the fear of Him who seeth in secret;” and they are 
also taught, by a successful example, the power of Christian prin- 
ciple to resist, and finally to eradicate an ill-placed affection. But 
Disd/iline , which we think the preferable production, it is more 
immediately our present intention to commend. It is the design of 
this interesting work to show, that that which was declared by the 
royal preacher to be true in the day of his reign— that w foolishness 
is bound up in the heart of a child,” and that if the “ rod of correc- 
tion” be not employed in infancy to “drive it far from him” — it 
will probably require the severer discipline of adversity and sor- 
row in after life, to extract the destructive root. This is not a fa- 
shionable doctrine, but it stands upon the immutable basis of truth. 
It cannot be shaken by scoffers, nor can it be demolished by the 
doctors in the school of modem philosophy. 

The heroine, and the subject of “ Discipline,” is Ellen Percy; 
and she is her own biographer. “ Having escaped from imminent 
peril,” she is “ prompted to warn others of the danger of their 
way.” “ Proud, petulant and rebellious from her infancy,” she, 
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more than commonly, required the faithful hand of parental cul- 
ture and restraint} but this blessing was denied to her; for her fa- 
ther — a very wealthy merchant — had imbibed the opinion that the 
sum and substance of all merit, consisted in money; and, M as she 
would be the heiress of two hundred thousand pounds, there was 
no fear of her happiness,'* and her equally weak and indulgent, 
though better-inclined mother, “ was too gentle to bestow even 
merited reproof!" The unhappy child was accordingly abandon- 
ed to her own capricious humours. Caressed, admired, and ex- 
tolled, it is not to be wondered that she became the miserable slave 
of her own ungoverned passions, and the tyrant of her family. 
a Yet let not these relentings of nature," she says, “ be called weak- 
ness; or if the 9tern moralist refuse to spare, let it disarm his se- 
verity to learn — that I was an only child." 

Here is an important lesson to parents! The very circum- 
stance that gave them the ability to bestow the requisite attention, 
is made the apology for their criminal neglect. Is it not easier, 
we would ask, to rear a single flower than to cultivate a garden? 
We have too much respect for the good sense of this author to 
suppose that she intended to speak in her own person, when she 
advances so sHly an apology for the lamentable weakness of this 
unfortunate mother. We know that it is quite a common excuse 
for the waywardness of a child, that it is the sole inheritor of its 
paternal name. The argument of such indulgent parents amounts 
to no more than this: “ I had little to do, and, therefore, I did no- 
thing;” indeed, it may be pushed further; they do worse than no- 
thing. In the care of a single child a mother is released from the 
difficulties which arise from the various humours and conflicting 
tempers of a numerous offspring, and, in this instance, Bhe has 
been blessed by all the stores of affluence with the means <Jf u train- 
ing up a child in the way in which it should go." Her responsibility 
is, therefore, increased. That excess of affection which seems 
to be supposed in this case, will not be admitted by her matronly 
readers, whose days and whose nights have been spent in a crowd- 
ed nursery. We never met with a well-principled lady of this de- 
scription, whose bosom thrilled with the domestic charities that 
did not contend against this sort of reasoning. Their hearts, they 
say, are sufficiently capacious to embrace, with equal affection, all 
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that has been intrusted to them. Like the sun they glance on all, 
and afford to each his share of influence, nutriment and life. The 
affection of a mother for a single child is more obvious, as the power 
of this luminary is more striking when its rays are concentrated to 
a focus: but it shines with the same brilliancy and diffuses the same 
heat in every direction in which it is intended to operate. 

At the very early age of eight years, we find miss Percy 
already commencing the w giddy round” of pleasure. She has an 
invitation to go with a friend to a play. She had been confined to 
the house by a sore throat, and her mother refused to let her go 
out;— -but, unaccustomed to acquiescence in the will of her parents, 
she persevered in her determination to be gratified. Entreaties 
were vain, and commands were resisted;— she prevailed by the 
well-known artifice of all little masters and misses; she screamed 
till she terrified both father and mother into submission. 

u My mother,” she says, w was one of the finer order of spi- 
rits— she had an elegant, a tender, a pious mind. Often did she 
strive to raise my young heart to Him from whom I had so lately 
received my being. But, alas! her too partial fondness, overlook- 
ed in her darling the growth of that pernicious weed whose shade 
is deadly to every plant of celestial origin. She continued uncon- 
sciously to foster in me that spirit of pride, which may indeed ad- 
mit the transient admiration of excellence, or even the passing 
fervors of gratitude, but which is manifestly opposite to vital piety, 
which consists in a surrender of self-will, of self-righteousness, of 
self in every form, to the divine justice, holiness, and sovereignty. 
It was, perhaps, for training us to this temper, of such difficult 
yet such indispensable attainment, that the discipline of parental 
authority was intended. I have long seen reason to repent the 
folly which deprived me of the advantages of this useful appren- 
ticeship; but this conviction has been the fruit of discipline far 
more painful.” 

It would seem that the value of such a mother as is here de- 
scribed, in a religious point of view, is at least very questionable. 
Of what importance is principle, without that firmnesB of purpose 
which alone can bring it into active use? The deprivation of these 
advantages, however— such as they were in her ill-fated case— was 
at once the consequence and the punishment of this unpardonable 
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concession. The indisposition of Ellen was increased to a dan- 
gerous fever, and the life of her mother became the victim of 
anxiety and fatigue! This first interruption of her gayety was 
lamented, for some day3, in violent storms of grief — w though 
sometimes suspended by the contemplation of Ijer jet ornaments” 
-—and became very tiresome to her father. The complaints too 
of her attendants: “ Sir, Miss Ellen wont go to bed” — 44 Miss wont 
get her lesson ” — 44 Miss Ellen wont be dressed” — continually dis- 
turbed him. He, therefore, sagely resolved to relieve himself by 
sending her to a fashionable boarding-school. Here, she says, “ I 
spent seven years in laborious and expensive trifling, and the only 
accomplishment in which I had, perhaps, acquired proficiency, 
was music. But this proficiency— I blush whilst I write it — cost 
me the labour of seven hours a day!— full half the time which, af- 
ter deducting the seasons of rest and refreshment, remained for all 
the duties of a rational, a social, an immortal being. We were 
instructed in the art of wearing our clothes fashionably; but as for 
the ornaments of ‘ a meek and quiet spirit,’ they were in no higher 
estimation than ‘ wimples, and round tires like the moon.’ ” 

In the summer of her sixteenth year she is taken home by 
her father, accompanied by Miss Arnold, a boarding-sqhool com- 
panion, who had now become her bosom friend, by embracing all 
her opinions, and praising and defending her whether right or 
wrong. But 44 to be the judicious adviser of his daughter, and to 
share with him in the government of her turbulent spirit,” Mr. 
Percy had invited Miss Mortimer, a woman of real piety and a 
friend of her mother's, to make his house her permanent abode. 
Miss M. however, 44 affected no authority— she was anxious to be 
useful, but afraid to be officious. She was even sparing of direct 
advice— and the humblest of human beings.” The young ladies, 
therefore, feeling no restraint, determined 44 to amuse themselves 
with her singularities.” They called her an argU3 — a duenna; 
they voted her a stick— a bore— a quiz; or to sum up all reproach 
in one comprehensive epithet, a methodist! 

They hid her prayer-book — pasted caricatures in her pew, 
Or invented pitiable tales of distress, to make her trudge through 
the snow in search of objects of charity! But all was unavailing 
to disturb the serenity of Miss M.’s temper;— her ardent desire to 
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be useful to the daughter of her beloved friend, the hope of being 
able to rescue her from the destruction to which she was advan- 
cing, triumphed over all mortifications. At length the fatal issue 
of one of their frolics had nearly softened miss P., at least so far 
as to think of a cessation of hostilities. 

The family were invited to dine with a neighbour— Mr. P. 
could not go— Miss M. accepted the invitation. But the young 
ladies, apprehensive that her presence might interfere with their 
pleasures, invented all manner of schemes to detain her at home: 
but all would not do — Mr. P. had determined that they should go 
under her auspices or not at all— so they were compelled to sub- 
mit. 

It was settled that Miss Arnold should ride, while Miss Percy 
drove Miss Mortimer in a curricle. To be avenged of their duenna, 
the two friends agreed to try the strength of her nerves by a race. 
Accordingly, with this good-natured purpose, they were no sooner 
out of sight of their home, than the signal being given, away they 
flew like lightning. Miss M. looked aghast — she even asked, if 
it would not be better to drive a little slower?— and with such mild- 
ness that Miss P. was about to check her horses, when the beau 
who rode with Miss A. passed them with a smack of his whip, 
which increased their speed beyond the power of restraint. At this 
moment, a wopnan who was passing, in standing aside to let the 
carriage pass, threw herself in his way, and both riders bounding 
over her, left her senseless in the road! 

“From the guilt of murder” our heroine was saved by “a 
stranger.” He seized the reins, and turning the horses short, they 
reared, backed, and in an instant overturned the carriage. This 
“stranger” becomes afterwards an important personage in the 
story. His name is Maitland— a man of no common character, 
and a friend of the amiable Miss Mortimer. 

In giving this abstract of a work, which all will read with de- 
light, perhaps we ought not to withhold our reprobation of so ab- 
horrent a practice as that above alluded to. A young lady of se- 
venteen, driving a pair of spirited horses, M Jehu like,” may, pos- 
sibly, excite no surprise on the other side of the Atlantic; but, is 
our less adulterated land, it would be an invasion of the << rights 
of man,” not less ridiculous than disgusting. 
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Poor Ellen had now joined the infatuated throng, who were 
in ehase of pleasure, and she was not formed for a languid pur- 
suit 44 It became the employment of every day, of every hour. 
My mornings were spent at auctions, exhibitions, and milliners 9 
shops; my evenings wherever fashionable folly held her court. 
Miss Mortimer attempted gently to stem the torrent. She endea- 
voured to remove my temptation to seek amusement abroad, by 
providing it for me at home; but I had drunk of the inebriating 
cup, and the temperate draught was become tasteless to me. She 
tried to convince my reason; but reason was in a deep sleep, and 
stirred no further than to repulse the hand which would have rous- 
ed him. She attempted to persuade me, and I, to escape the sub- 
ject, told her, that when I had fulfilled the engagements which 
were to occupy every moment of my time for the six succeeding 
weeks, I would, on some rainy Sunday, stay at home all day, and 
patiently swallow my whole dose of lecture at a sitting. 1 look 
back with astonishment upon her patient endurance of my imper- 
tinences. But she saw my follies with the pity of a superior na- 
ture — aware, indeed, of the tremendous difference between her 
state and mine, yet remembering who it was that had w made her 
to differ.” While she was basking in the sunshine of fortune and 
felicity, heedless of the present and careless of the future, her ex- 
cellent friend and monitor was gradually sinking under a tedious 
disease. Hopeless of being of any use in the family of Mr. P. 
she determined to retire to her own cottage. Mr. Maitland in the 
meantime had become a constant and highly-favoured visiter. He 
was received by Mr. P. with more than usual respect, and by Ellen 
with unwilling reverence for his steady virtues. She saw his ad- 
miration, and her vanity was excited to entangle such a man in her 
chains; but he resisted her power, and refused to give up his affec- 
tions to a woman whose whole heart was devoted to amusement 
and flattery. 

The usual arts of butterfly beauties, which are not quite so 
common here as in Europe, were resorted to, but without avail. 

44 I flourished the arm of which he, had praised the beauty, 
that I might watch whether his gaze followed it in admiration. I 
was laboriously ‘ graceful, 9 and sported my 4 naif sensibility 9 until 
it was any thing but naif. I obtruded my 4 lovely singleness of 
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mind,’ till, I believe, I should have become a disgusting mass of 
affectation, had it not been for the manly plainness of Mr. Mait- 
land. He at first appeared to look with surprise upon my altered 
demeanor; then fairly showed me by his manner, that he detected 
ipy little arts, and that he was alternately grieved to find me con- 
descending to plot, and angry that I could plot no better. ‘ That 
certainly is the finest arm in England,’ whispered he one evening, 
when I had been leaning upon it, exactly opposite to him, for five 
minutes, 4 so now you may put on your glove. Nay, instead of 
frowning, you should thank me for that blush; for, though pride 
and anger may h£ve some share in it, it is not unbecoming since 
it is natural.’ I was sullen for a little, and muttered something 
about 4 impertinence*— but I never flourished my arm again.” 

While these, and a thousand other follies of the same sort, 
were exhibited in the house of Mr. P. the inconsiderate Ellen is 
fortunately delivered from a marriage with one of her profligate 
lovers, by the sudden bankruptcy and consequent death of her fa- 
ther — by his own hand! As his money had been his only resource, 
its loss is insupportable; he, therefore, abandons his daughter to 
penury, and distraction. We cannot but stop to admire the sin- 
gular delicacy with which this horrible incident is related. It was 
too atrocious for remark; and is, therefore, but mentioned, and 
dismissed. 

Deserted now by the satellites of her sunshine — among whom 
was her pernicious friend miss A. — driven from her home, and 
overwhelmed by mortification, anguish, and despair— as she had 
lived without God in her prosperity— her sorrow was without con- 
solation! Day after day passed in dreary solitude. Disease was 
preying on her constitution— hopeless and indignant dejection rank- 
ling in her mind— when khe was aroused by the appearance of her 
mother's friend! Miss Mortimer had discovered her obscure re- 
treat. She came to comfort and console her — she brought her 
refreshments, and finally prevailed on the humbled outcast to ac- 
company her to her own home. Here, by the persuasive exam- 
ple of her pious protector, she is brought 44 in the day of adversity 
to consider.” She opened a book which was on her table— it was 
her mother’s Bible! She reads of benefits which she had forgot- 
ten— of duties which she had neglected— of threatenings which 
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she had despised! After much anxiety and diligent research, new 
views of her actions and prospects were given to her; and soothed, 
encouraged, and instructed by miss M. she is an altered creature. 
After a year’s residence with her, she says: “ Deprived, as I was, 
of all the baubles which I had once thought necessary to comfort, 
almost to existence, I was nearer to happiness than 1 had ever 
been while in the full enjoyment of all that pleasure, wealth, and 
flattery can bestow; for I now possessed all the materials of such 
happiness as this state of trial admits— good health, constant em- 
ployment, 4 the necessaries of this life, and the steady hope of a 
better.* ** 

In this subdued state of her mind, she receives a letter from 
Maitland — and she dwelt on his character with mingled pleasure 
and regret — “ pleasure, perhaps, not untainted with womanly va- 
nity; regret that, when I might have shared the labours, the vir- 
tues, the love of this noble soul, a senseless vanity made me cold 
to his affection — -a mean coquetry wrecked me in his esteem! I 
might once, indeed, have bound him to me forever; but it was now 
plain that he had cast off his inglorious shackles.** 

But this is not all — not only must the repentant Ellen relin- 
quish every hope of obtaining such a companion and protector as 
the virtuous Maitland might have been to her — she is now called 
to resign also her inestimable monitor, who expires in the tri- 
umph of Christian assurance! 

Bereaved of Miss M. she is again cast upon the world — w with- 
out an eye to pity!” She wanders from place to place, enduring 
a variety of suffering — still patient — still submissive! In the con- 
clusion — she again meets with Maitland in the highlands of Scot- 
land; his real name was Graham— the son of a chief— and the be* 
loved of his family. To him she is united; for he found her now 
“ no longer the arrogant girl, whose understanding, dazzled by 
prosperity, was blind to his merits-r-whose heart, hardened * by 
vanity, was insensible to his love— no longer the thoughtless be- 
ing, whose hopes and wishes were engrossed by the most unsubr 
stantial of all the cheats that delude us in this world of shadows— 
but a humbled creature, thankful to find in his sound mind and 
steady principles, a support for her acknowledged weakness— a 
traveller to a better country, pleased to meet a fellow pilgrim. 
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who, animating her diligence, and checking her wanderings, might 
sooth the toils of her journey, and rejoice with her forever in its 
blessed termination.” 

We have purposely avoided any thing like a detailed view of 
the incidents of this tale, but confined ourself to the “ bringing 
out” of its main object. The web of the narrative, however, is 
woven with sufficient skill to detain the idle, and, we hope, it may 
arouse the careless to serious meditation on the important moral 
which it is intended to inculcate. 

K7* 


INQUIRY INTO THE RANZ DES VACHES. 

Lee Recherche e eur lee Rant dee Vachee ou eur lee Chaneone Pastorales dee 
Berger e dela Suieee , avec Mueique. Par George Tarenne. Pary, chez 
F. Louis, Libraire Rue de Saooie. No. 6. 

- [From the British Critic.] 

Probably in all the range of literature there is scarcely so 
fair a field for a truly elegant mind to trifle on, as the national mu- 
sic of Switzerland. Its accompaniments of bewitching, though 
solemn scenery, its antiquity, and history, its great simplicity con- 
sistent with its perfect sweetness, above all its romantic sway over 
the feelings of M those far away,” present all together a combina- 
tion of circumstances, which we may not easily find in any other 
subject. Of these, however, though M. Tarenne has said much, 
it is very evident he thought little; while he wrote, he was busied, 
we guess, k 1 ’ordinaire with a certain personage, of great merit 
doubtless, with whom however he is certainly on the best of terms. 

It is a common remark on the dispensations of Providence, 
that however excellent in their own nature, yet in their relation 
to us they become instruments of good, or ill, according to the 
quality of those on whom they are bestowed. This is a remark 
often uttered, but like many other religious reflections, too little 
dwelt on; fof it is able, if soberly meditated, to stir the soul with 
.the deepest, the most solemn, we had a^nost said, the most fear- 
ful train of thoughts. Our present task will not allow us to pur- 
sue it; nor should we have alluded to it, but for the sake of re- 
marking how analogously the appearances, and phenomena of the 
natural world operate on that faculty of our mind, which we caD 
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taste, or the sensation of the sublime and beautiful. Another 
proof this, if others were wanted, of that mysterious harmony in 
the whole government of the One Universal Ruler, which, when- 
ever we comprehend it thoroughly, seems to operate with uniform 
means, and in an uniform manner; as in this remarkable instance 
of the moral and physical world, and the influence they exert va- 
rying both in force and kind according to the nature of the reci- 
pients. 

Perhaps on a subject rather subtle we have not expressed our- 
selves very clearly; we shall be excused therefore if we explain 
ourselves a little more diffusely. To the simple and feeling heart, 
the solemn majesty, or the rich beauty of the world around us 
speak with a power, tha| makes affectation of sentiment a thing 
impossible, the waving of woods, the almost unearthly piping of 
the winds, the quiet motion, and deep clearness of inland waters, 
the dark forms of mountains, and the eternal, yet ever-varying roar 
of cataracts; all the accidents of light and shade, of cloud or sun- 
shine, of time and season; these are powers, if we may be allowed 
the word, which weigh upon the man of true taste; their moral 
impression is indelibfe; and they excite a feeling of delight which 
he is not indeed ashamed of, which rather he glories in, but which 
he certainly fears to impart except to congenial bosom&. He well 
knows, that the impressions he has undergone, would appear to 
many minds unnatural, or affected; and to him who feels strongly, 
there is no bugbear of opinion so dreadful, as the character of af- 
fectation. Such a man then, we may depend upon it, seldom 
communicates to the world, the sensation with which he has wit- 
nessed the grand displays of the magnificence of nature; they are 
his pearls, not hoarded through avarice, but respectfully treasured 
up, that they may not by accident or carelessness be cast before 
swine. 

True it is, and a seeming exception to the rule, that the poet 
at times bursts forth in wild, and touching enthusiasm, with al- 
most loquacious fondness for the loveliness, or sublimity of nature; 
but it should be remembered, that he then ordinarily expresses 
only the feelings of recollection, somewhat softened in their ex- 
cess, and somewhat also strengthened in their hardihood; he thinks 
too and writes in the fearlessness of solitude; and when the glow- 
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ing thought comes boldly forth in the pomp and music of verse, 
it is not so much the admiring tribute of the panegyrist, as the de- 
vout hymn of the worshippers. 

But how do these same scenes affect people of a different de- 
scription; the teemings of that most prolific of all mothers, the 
press, afford the best answer to the question; is it not too a me- 
lancholy fact, that the greatest nonsense has always been written 
in describing the finest country? Minds such as those to which 
we now allude, feel none of the divinity of nature; on first view of 
a fine prospect they cast about for as fine an epithet, or as fine a 
sentence to characterize, or describe it by; cruelly interrupting 
the silent pleasures of those who do feel, it is quite impossible 
they should themselves be affected; they have no time; they are 
otherwise employed. In the evening the fine epithet, or sentence 
find their way into the fine note-book; and at the end of a few 
weeks the fine note-book splits into chapters, swells with compila- 
tions, is tricked up with fine poetry, and tinted sketches, and so 
becomes a standing drawing room dish for the London season. 
Monsieur 1* Auteur is as well content to be a standing dish in the 
dining room where he reigns lord paramount in matters of taste, 
and so, as Duval says, “ Voila, Madame Mathurine, i’histoire de 
mon amour pour Mademoiselle votre fiUe.” 

We have followed our reflections a little out of the straight 
path of our subject; yet they are not wholly foreign to our pur- 
pose, for it is only on a theory something like that which we bave 
laid down, that the existence of the present work can be accounted 
for. M. Tarenne appears from his own statement, p. 11, to have 
travelled in Switzerland a few years ago; in a very early morning 
walk in the canton de Vaud,it was his good (or perhaps consider- 
ing all the unhappy consequences, we should rather say his bad) 
fortune to light on a young peasant girl, who sung a ranz des va- 
ches, as she conducted her cattle to the pasture. M. Tarenne 
was probably fresh from a sojourn at Paris— 

“ At one, who long in populous city pent. 

Where houses thick, and seven annoy the air. 

Forth issuing on a summer's morn, to breathe 
Among the pleasant villages, and farms 
Adjoined, from each thing met conceives delight 
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The smell of grain, or tedded grass, or kine. 

Or dairy, each rural sight, each rural sound: 

If chance, with nymph -like step, fair virgin pass. 

What pleasing seemed, for her now pleases more.’ 9 

He assures us accordingly, that it would be quite impossible 
to express “ the ravishment and ccstacy” into which he was thrown 
by this damsel's song. At breakfast he could do nothing but talk 
of what he had seen and heard; and he set all his friends at work 
to procure him a copy of the music. He was astonished, he says, 
to find that there were extant many different airs, peculiar to the 
different cantons; this led him to extend his researches, and we 
are now presented with the result of labours, which occupied the 
author and his friends “ many months.” 

We confess, with great deference to Monsieur Tarenne, that 
we should have been better pleased, if instead of limiting us to 
eight airs selected 1 by his own judgment, his book had contained 
all those with which the kindness of his friends supplied him. 
Any music, which is really national, and characteristic, must be 
interesting; but unless we are much mistaken, the Swiss Ranz 
des Vaches have an absolute, and no inconsiderable merit. The 
quality, which pervades them all, is a wild and pathetic simplici- 
ty; and the alternations of quick and slow movements, are peculi- 
arly appropriate to the words which are sung to them, and the 
actual employment of the singers. In the slow parts, the poetry, 
rude as it is, sometimes in the way of soliloquy, sometimes in dia- 
logue, turns on the occupations and circumstances of the peasants 
of Switzerland; in the quick movement the singer seeming to re- 
collect himself, addresses his cattle, either urging them to pass to 
the feeding ground, or calling them to the chalet to be milked. 
The following is the first couplet of the Grugere Ranz des Va- 
ches, which we give with the French interlineary translation, as 
being the most popular, and common in Switzerland. 

Ii x’armailli dei Colombett£ 

Let vachers des Colombettes 
D£ bon matin sd san I6v& 

De ben matin se sent leves. 

A *44 
Liauba, Liauba por aria 
Vaches, Vaches pour ( votts J traire. 
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Then follows the quick movement, which is the burthen of all 
the succeeding couplets. 

** Vinidd tot£ btiantz et, naird 
Venez toutes, blanches et noire s, 

Rodz' et molailld, dzjouven et otro 
Vouges , et eteHees, jeunes, et autres 
Ddso on tzch&no, yo V 6 vos ario 
Sous un chene, on je vous trait 
D6so on treimblio yo id treintzo 
Sous un tremble , mje tranche (le laitj 
Liauba, Liauba por aria 
V aches , Vaches,pour ( vous J traire 

The words of this ballad go on to describe with considerable 
archness the progress of the whole herd to the mountains arrested - 
by a bog; in this distress the herdsmen/ who are the singers, be- 
think themselves of a singular mode of relief; the eldest and chief 
despatches Peter his assistant to the cur6 of the parish to implore 
an Ave Maria by way of passe-par-tout. The dialogue between . 
Peter and the cure is very edifying; the latter stipulates for a 
cheese made of unskimmed milk as the price of his prayers, and 
the former demands in return that the cur6 should send bis maid- 
servant to take it from them. To this proposal the cure objects 
the good looks of the virgin, which he is afraid might be too strong 
a temptation for Peter’s virtue. Peter however replies, not un- 
happily, that he knows better, than to trespass on the goods of the 
church. 

“ Dd preindrd lo bein d£ Idgllisd 
De prendre le bien de Veghse. 

No nd sdriens pa pardounna. 

•You* ne serums point pardonnes 

All however comes to an amicable conclusion; the Ave Maria 
is said, the cows pass the deep places, and in the evening give an 
unusual quantity of milk; the overflowing efficacy of the priestly 
interference. 

Sometimes the subjects are of a more domestic nature; in the 
appenzelois song is introduced a dialogue between a husband and 
wife, or rather a conjugal parley, one at the other. 

“ I know well,” commences the lady, “ when all humour for tinging leaves 
me; it is, when 1 sit down with two cradles rocking in my chamber, when my 
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husband in a passion beats me with his fist, and when the winter wind enters by 
every hole into the house.” 

Under these circumstances it was certainly very natural to 
lose her singing, and dancing propensities; the husband however 
does not seem much better off; w Since I took a wife I have had no 
more bread to eat; since I took a wife, I have never known hap- 
piness.” These are specimens of Swiss pastoral, It must be con- 
fessed rather in the school of Crabbe, than of Theocritus, or Vir- 
gil. Let us hear however, the profound speculation of M. Tarennc 
on the passage. 

“ Probably ,” says he, “ in Switzerland as elsewhere, in the desert as in the 
city, among the lowest, as well as the greatest people, marriage has its miseries, 
and its evils. Must we repeat after Menander, whoever would be happy, should 
leave others to marry, and never do so himself. Perhaps there is more than one 
reason for so saying; but it is not easy to reduce the axiom to practice. The 
God of nature cries to us with a voice far more powerful, than that of all the 
misanthrope philosophers, or no philosophers. Non est bonum esse hominem 
solum, it is not good for man to be alone (nor woman either.)” 

This is a very fair specimen of our author's powers, and taste 
as an annotator, but we return to the subject: The citations, which 
we have just given, will perhaps raise in our readers’ minds no 
very high idea of the poetry of the Ranz des Vaches. Indeed 
though a little enthusiastic on all that relates to Switzerland, wc 
do not claim for it any very high share of praise. But it is not to 
be supposed, that they universally turn on subjects, such as those 
which we have selected; sometimes they commemorate the fidelity 
of the youths, and the beauty of the maids of the canton; sometimes 
they are more general and national; but they are always simple and 
unaffected. 

To the music, however, and to the scenery, in the bosom of 
which they are sung, must be attributed the great charm of the 
Ranz des Vaches, at least to foreigners. When winding through a 
deep valley, or climbing either of its mountainous sides, or per- 
haps still more happily, when paddling across a lake, if one of 
these airs is heard, proceeding from females in a cottage, or con- 
cealed in a wood, a momentary enthusiasm is excited of the most 
glowing nature, but which it is vain to imagine, that we can ever 
revive by the same music under other circumstances. It is natu- 
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ral to be anxious to collect, and transport with us the simple songs, 
that once occasioned us such lively emotions of delight; but it 
would perhaps be more just, and save us some disappointment, if 
we never repeated them in an English music room. 

On the Swiss himself however the effect is very different. In 
his own country, except on extraordinary occasions, the songjhas 
naturally very little power to move him; to the educated classes, 
the execution of it appears rude, and the words low and rustic; 
and as for the common people, though they sing it with a certain 
degree of pleasure, yet they are too much occupied in necessary 
labours, and their state of cultivation is too little advanced, to make 
it probable, that any thing of the kind should affect them strongly. 
But when they hear, or sing the strain in foreign lands, then it is 
that young and old, and high and low feel equally and strongly its 
powerful influence; then it is that operating as a spell, it summons 
up to their view the blue lake, or the white torrent; the corn-field 
and the wood, with the village-spire glittering in the sun-shine; 
the rolling mist on the side of the mountain, at one moment con- 
cealing, at another disclosing the dark -brown chalets, that seem 
perched on high beyond all human access; the eternal snows 
above, and the sunny vineyard below. Nor does the association 
cease with these visible objects; but each and all of them are con- 
nected with some recollections of dearer and more lasting import, 
of the years of childhood gone for ever, of friends still cherished 
if living, or regretted in the grave; of dangers escaped, of love 
rewarded, and perhaps, still more deeply than all, the never-for- 
saken hope 

“ Here to return— and die at home at last.” 

This important distinction, we are of opinion, that Rousseau 
did not sufficiently contemplate, when he complained that the Ranz 
des Vaches no longer produced the same effect on the minds of 
the Swiss, which had been recorded of them in times past. It was 
indeed a convenient observation on which to ground the inference 
of a national degeneracy in his countrymen. To this purpose he 
used it, and, as might be well expected, he has been copied by 
most of the witlings, who have had occasion to remark on the sub- 
ject since. Monsieur Tdrenne is among the number. 
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“ Si eet air alpestre nc produit plus aujourd’hui le m£roe effet sur cux, 
loinque cela toit & leur louange, ce cliangemcnt moral prouve malheureuaeracnt, 
qu*ils dc soot plus les homines de la nature, qu’ils ont perdu les go&tsde leur an- 
eicnne et respectable simplicity, qu'cn un mot il ne sont plus ce qu’etaient leurs 
boos ai'eux.” P. 11. 

It may be true, or it may be false, that the Swiss have dege- 
nerated from the simplicity and integrity of their forefathers; but 
according to our notions, the enthusiasm or the coldness with which, 
on ordinary occasions, a Ranz des Vaches is heard by them in their 
own country, can be no criterion of the question. We repeat on 
M ordinary occasions;’* because, if, where the national feeling 
ought to be strongly excited, it should be found cold and listless; 
if, at military shows or public festivals, the national airs were heard 
without enthusiasm, we might be induced to draw the inference 
which we now oppose. 

We are happy however to be able to state, that this is by no 
means the case. The fall of Buonaparte and the dismemberment 
of the French empire have not been productive of immediate 
tranquillity in Switzerland; the unavoidable difficulties attendant 
on the framing a new federal pact, and the resisted claims of pow- 
erful cantons to their influence, and every dominion over the infe- 
rior and once vassal states, which it was the policy of the French 
mediation to abolish; all these causes have occasioned much dis- 
content and agitation among the different states. But allowing 
for this, we feel justified in saying, and we appeal to no small 
number of our readers, who may be able to contradict a false or 
exaggerated statement, that on all public occasions no lack of the 
true national enthusiasm was to be seen; the memory of times 
past was properly cherished, and the great and general wish seem- 
ed to be to make Switzerland now, what she had been in the 
brightest page of her history. 

We are not afraid to advance a step farther in the argument; 
as far as our experience serves, the Swiss, as a people, are still 
remarkable for their naivete of manners and simplicity of heart. 
Among them, more frequently perhaps than in any other part of 
Europe, are to be found proprietors living on their own estates in 
that simple plenty, and with that hospitality, which we so much 
boast of in our English gentleman. The chateau generally stands 
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at the head of, or little removed from the village, to which it gives 
name; the interior certainly will bear no comparison in comfort or 
splendour with that of an English mansion; but nothing is wanting 
to the comfort of the guest that the attention of the host can af- 
ford him. All this however, (which is most to our present pur- 
pose) is consistent with the greatest simplicity; the board, though 
plentifully, is plainly covered; the best wines afforded are (espe- 
cially in the southern cantons) of Swiss or French growth; the 
hours observed very early, and perhaps with unusual but perfectly 
inoffensive frankness, the traveller is dismissed to bed two hours 
before midnight. 

But it is on occasions of a public nature stUl more remarka- 
ble, that the national character manifests itself. Those who have 
witnessed in the course of the last summer the fetes on the lake of 
Geneva, will certainly not think that a want of simplicity was at- 
tributable to those who celebrated them. Indeed we have, not 
without regret on some occasions, seen our countrymen disposed 
to smile, at what they thought an excess of that quality. But in 
truth, an Englishman is not the best judge in the world of these 
matters; having the fear of ridicule perpetually before his eyes, 
he cannot account for that wild, yet not ungraceful “ abandon*' of 
manners and deportment, which the soberest foreigners sometimes 
display. Without remembering that important distinction of cha- 
racter, we shall often, as Englishmen, be led to form a very wrong 
estimate of those, into whose society we may be casually thrown 
on the continent. 

It was on the 19th of last September, that the official act of 
the Diet, by which Geneva was admitted into the Confederation, 
was received at that place. By accident, on the same day, a party 
had been formed to pass the morning on the Salese, a small moun- 
tain in Savoy, at a short distance from Geneva. At noon, the ex- 
pected event was announced by cannons firing, bell-ringing, and 
all the effervescence of popular transport; the party in the moun- 
tains, who were partly Vaudois and partly Gene vois, conjecturing 
the import of the sounds, and hailing a circumstance that added 
another tie to private friendship, embraced each other even with 
tears; while the ladies among them sung in chorus the Gougere 
Ranz dcs Vaches. This anecdote is so appropriate to our pur- 
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pose, that we trust that we shall be excused for relating it; at least 
it proves, that the Ranz des Vaches are still considered, in all mo- 
ments of patriotic enthusiasm, as the national watch-words and 
bond of union; and that they still hold that place in the recollec- 
tion of a Swiss, which an Englishman assigns in his to God save 
the King, ora Frenchman (w<? hofie) to Henri Quatre, and Char- 
mante Gabrielle. It is curious by the way to observe with what 
grqat accuracy, the song of each nation is adapted to the peculi- 
arities of its respective character. 

The anecdote, which we have just related, was drawn from 
the higher classes of society; but it would be easy to adduce others 
of a similar nature, from the lower orders. On the same occasion 
to which we have alluded already, among the clamour of a rejoi- 
cing population, who thronged the streets in the evening, were to 
be heard from time to time troops of young men, who sung in 
perfect harmony the Chanson de [’Escalade, or some one or other 
of the Ranz des Vaches. Among the regiments of the different 
cantons, it is remarkable how many of the private soldiers are in 
the habit of singing in parts or in chorus these simple airs. In 
order to relieve the citizens in part from the burthen of garrison 
duty, it was usual with the provisional government of Geneva to 
admit small bodies of hired troops from other Cantons; in this way 
they received successively quotas from Friburgh, Soleure, and 
Appenzcll; the entry and departure of these allies was usually a 
scene of great interest; and public singing in the streets was al- 
ways one token of the popular enthusiasm. It is but recently 
that the Appenzellois have been recalled; on the evening previous 
to their departure they patrolled the streets singing in small par- 
ties in the manner above described; one of these parties, consist- 
ing of twelve, was invited by a gentleman into his house; a sup- 
per was placed before them, and wine allowed them freely. All 
these men were privates, yet they drank moderately, but sung a 
great variety of national hymns and songs; concluding with one, 
in the burthen of which they all rose, joined hands, and repeated 
a jurons de nous aimer toujours.” 

We owe an apology, perhaps, to our readers, for the intro- 
duction of these anecdotes, but we think they go to establish the 
fact, that the national character of the Swiss, in this respect at 
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least, is essentially the same as it ever was. At least they raise a 
doubt as to the truth of the contrary assertion. 

Before we conclude this article, which has already exceeded 
the limits we had designed for it; it is our duty to return for a few 
moments to Monsieur Tarenne. He might perhaps complain, 
that we had not fairly treated him, if we took no further notice of 
him. To the words of the airs he has added voluminous notes, 
which form, indeed, the bulk of his little treatise. These we have 
turned over with some attention, for the purpose of extracting 
something for his credit, and for the amusement of our readers. 
At page 24, is a long, and learned note on pastoral poetry, at the 
conclusion of which is laid down the author’s creed in all matters 
of taste: 

M Cependant j'avouverai que je ue me suis jamais aenti aticun goftt poor les 
pastorales feintes, ou (limitation, 4 commencer par les idylles de Theocrite. Tout 
cela presente 4 mon esprit je ne sals quoi qui lui deplait, vraisembl able men t 4 
cause, que j’abhorre par caractdre l’apprdt, et le gard en toutes chose s et que 
j'aime avec passion le simplicity dans toutes ses formes, et sous tons ses aspects.’' 

This is followed by a note descriptive of the Alphorn, the 
usual accompaniment to the Ranz des Vaches, of which it will 
be proper to give some account. This is a wind instrument ex- 
tremely simple in its construction, and limited in the compass of 
its powers. In shape it resembles a common cow’s horn, and 
probably was at first literally nothing more. But its length is now 
ordinarily increased to six feet, with a spherical embouchure, and 
a moderate aperture at the other extremity. It is formed of bark, 
closely bound through the whole length with cord; of course it has 
no stops. We do not easily conceive, at first, how an instrument 
so rude and simple can be rendered subservient, with any effect, 
to the purposes of harmony. The fact is however certain, that 
aided by the circumstances of distance and echo, when skilfully 
managed, it forms a very delightful support to the voice, which it 
accompanies. 

From page 74 to 78 is an account sufficiently detailed (if we 
could depend on its correctness) of the management of the Swiss 
dairy; but for the reason implied by our parenthesis, and on account 
of its extreme length, we forbear to extract it. 
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We shall now take our leave of Monsieur Tarenne. Our opi- 
nion of him and his work may be collected from what we have said 
of both; and we are sorry that we cannot form one more favoura- 
ble to both; but it is our duty to disclose the worthlessness of a 
book, which, from its portable shape and neatness, as well as the 
nature of its subject, would probably meet with many purchasers. 
If our readers can procure the German Collection, or the Selec- 
tion published by Haller at Berne, they may well spare themselves 
the addition of the Researches of Mons. Tarenne. 

So much for our author — but if we concluded with him we 
should omit the choicest treasure of his book, a note by the well- 
known Viotti, on what is called his Ranz des Vaches. We had 
some doubts at first, whether it would be quite fair to notice such 
a production, inserted, perhaps, without his consent or knowledge; 
but these were removed by observing, that it has already been 
printed more than once in works of considerable circulation on 
the continent; and by recollecting, that he who could write such a 
letter must be infinitely too magnanimous to regard our poor com- 
ments. Comment, however, we will not make, but leave a faith- 
ful translation of it to our readers* reflections, as the conclusion of 
the article. 

“This Ranz des Vaches is neither the same with that which oar friend 
Jean Jaques has made us acquainted with in his works, nor with that with which 
M. Dc la Borde speaks in his book on music. 

“ I know not if it is familiar to many people; all that I know is, that I 
heard it in Switzerland, and that I learned it never to forget it more. 

“ I was walking alone, towards the decline of day, in those solemn scenes, 
where one never feels inclined to talk; the weather was beautiful; the wind, 
■which 1 detest (que je dlteste) was at peace; all was calm, all was analogous to 
my feelings: and I carried within me that melancholy, which every day at this 
same hour concentrates my soul from the first moment of my existence . 

<* My thought -was indifferent to my thoughts ; it wandered, and my feet 
followed it. No object had the preference of my heart; it was only prepared 
for that tenderness, and love, which since has cost me so many afflictions, and 
brought me acquainted with happiness! My imagination immobile ( if I may so 
say) by the absence of the passions, -was -without movement . 

“ I went, 1 came, 1 ascended, I descended among those sublime mountains^ 
chance at length conducted me into a valley, to which at first I paid no atten. 
lion. It was not, till some time after, that I perceived, that it was delicious, 
and sncfi as I had often seen described in C earner, flowers, turf, streamlets— -all 


Digitized by LjOOQle 




412 


MAWE’S TRAVELS. 


was there- all made up a perfect picture there, and formed an harmony com' 
plete; 

" There, I sat myself mechanically on a rock without being fatigued, and 
delivered myself up to that profound reverie, which I have experienced frequent- 
ly during my life, that reverie, in which my ideas wander, mix, and confound 
themselves one with another to such a degree, that I forget, that I am still ou 
the earth. 

“ I will not say what it is, that produces in me this species of ccstaey, wAe- 
ther it is the slumber of the soul, or rather the absence of the thinking facul- 
ties; 1 will only say that f love it, that I suffer it to carry me away; and that I 
would on no account wish to be free from it. 

“ There then I was upon the rock, when suddenly my ear, or rather my 
whole existence, was struck with certain sounds; now quick, and precipitated, 
now prolonged, and continuous, which came from one mountain, and fled to the 
other without being repeated by the echoes. It was a long trumpet; a female 
voice mingled itself with these sounds, sad, sweet, and touching; and formed a 
perfect unison. Struck as it were by enchantment, I rouse myself on a sudden, 
1 start from my lethargy, shed some few tears, and learn, or rather I engrave in 
my memory the Ranz des Vaches, which I now send you.” . - ,* 

With poor Marotte in the Precieuses Ridicules, %e exclaim-— 

“Dame! je n'entends point le Latin, et je n’ai pas appris, ^ororae vous, la 
filofie dans le lyre, il faut parler chretlen, si vqus voulez, que vous entende.” 

MAWE’S TRAVELS. 

Travels in the interior of Brazil, particularly in the gold and diamond dis- 
tricts of that country, by authority of the prince regent of Portugal; indodiog 
a voyage to the Rio De La Plata, and an historical sketch of the revolution of 
Buenos Ayres. Illustrated with five engravings. By John Bjtawe, author of 
“ The Mineralogy' of Derbyshire.” Philadelphia, published by M. Carey, and 
Wells and Lilly, Boston, 8vo. 1816. 

Since sir Richard Phillips laid aside his jaunting Carr, we have 
been favoured with a number of books of travels, opening new and 
important views of the state of manners, the strength and resour- 
ces of foreign countries. , The amusing jest books which sir 
John manufactured with such good humoured pleasantry, have 
had their day; and he who should now undertake to publish a 
book of travels, would be expected to be something more than a 
“ stranger” in the country which he should pretend to describe. 

The recent removal of the house of Bragatiza, and the establish- 
ment of anew empire in that region, has excited the attention of the 
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inquisitive to the interior of the Brazils. Few countries afford 
a more ample field for the investigations of the mineralogist) than 
this rich and extensive territory. For such pursuits Mr. Mawe 
had already distinguished himself in a treatise by which he is ad- 
vantageously known in the scientific world. The present work is a 
new proof of his perseverance, his thirst of knowledge and his skill. 
The public was in possession of very little information on the subr 
ject of the geology of this country: owing, chiefly, to the circum- 
stance that no Englishman was ever before allowed to travel in 
the interior. The desideratum is amply supplied in the present 
work. The arrival of the Royal family from Lisbon, introduced a 
new order of things. The Prince Regent expressed a particular 
desire that our author should visit his farm at Santa Cruz, and to 
establish a dairy similar to those which are so common in the smi- 
ling Vales of England. The picture which he draws of the summer 
residence of his majesty represents an establishment by no means 
very desirable. 


After about fifty miles hard riding we arrived at the farm about six ia the 
evening mueb fatigued. The accommodations we met with, fully explained to 
me the motive of his royal highness’s minister in inquiring into the sttte of his 
domain. Having presented my official letter* 1 wa. obliged to writ unul tea 
o’clock before the ilightest refreshment could be procured. Not a d..h of coffee 
was to be had; the only fare set before us was some lean beef half-boiled, eer- 
trinly the worst I had ever tasted in Braril. The mulatto who attended u. en- 
gaged to have breakfast ready by .even next morning; we were tn readme* at 
thehour, and thoogh told it was coming immediately, -e waited three hoots, 
when just as we were ordering out the horn* to Kioto amid being fished. 
Use repast was announced, with an excu* thatit could not come sooner, been* 
no milk could be prooured. 

I then took a survey of the establishment and rode over the ground!. Th. 
house. I was informed, was once a convent of Jesuits, who pomessed also the 
extensive tract of land attached to it, which they managed much better that. 
their successors, if we may judge by the remain, of their undemkrnp. The 
edifice is neither huge nor grand: it is built in . quadrangular form, with ms 
open court in the centre, and grilerie. inride to the first and 
The apartments are thirty six in number, very .mail, havmg beeu^aptedto 
the we of the brotherhood, and since their departure only in a alight degree 
ritered and decorated for the reception of the royal family, 
residence. In front of the house, to the southward, extend, one dthe iamt 
plains in the world, tw. league, square, watered by tw. mere nawgabl. for 
VOL. t. 3 1 
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small craft, and bounded by fine bold rocky scenery, embellished in many parts 
'with noble forest trees. This plain is clothed with rich pasture, and supports 
from seven to eight thousand head of cattle. A considerable part of it lies low, 
and abounds with bogs which might easily be laid dry and rendered cultivable 
by proper drainage. The park occupies in its entire extent upwards of one 
hundred square miles, a territory almost as large as some of the late principali- 
ties of Italy, and capable, by its proximity and connection with the capital both 
by land and water, of being rendered one of the most productive and populous 
in Brazil. Under the present system of management it is in a progressive state 
of deterioration; two small corners, the best of the land, one about half a league 
square, and the other more than a league square, have been already, through 
disingenuous artifices, sold off, and the rest may in no long time be sacrificed ta 
men whose cupidity stimulates them to depreciate its value, unless proper means 
are used to thwart their nefarious designs. 

The negroes on this estate, including all descriptions, amount to about fif- 
teen hundred in number. They are in general a very excellent claaa of men, 
tractable and gentle in their dispositions, and by no means deficient in intellect. 
Great pains have been taken to enlighten them. They are regularly instructed 
io the principles of the Christian faith, and have prayers pablicly read to them 
morning and evening, at the commencement and dose of their day's labour. 
Plots of groupd, at their own choice, are assigned to each, and two days in the 
week, besides the incidental holidays, are allowed them to raise and cultivate 
produce for their own subsistence; the rest of their time and labour is devoted 
to the service of his highness. The system of management, however, is so bad, 
that they are half starved, almost destitute of clothings and most miserably 
lodged; their average earnings do not amount to a penny per day each. In this 
extent of fine ground scarcely an inclosure is made; the cultivated lands are 
full of weeds, and the coffee-plan tation s are little better than a mere coppice- 
wood, in which the wild shrubs grow higher than the coffee-trces. The cattle 
are most deplorably neglected, and there is not upon the whole premises a 
horse fit for the meanest beggar to ride. 

Mr. Mawe endeavoured to make some improvements, but 
after many ineffectual efforts, he found it impossible to surmount 
the difficulties which were interposed by prejudice, passion or cu- 
pidity. He resigned his charge and left his majesty to be still 
cheated by his courtiers. Some time after this he solicited 

his royal highness for permission to go and explore the diamond mines of 
Serra do Frio. This favour hail never as yet been granted to a foreigner, 
nor had any Portuguese been permitted to visit the district where the works 
arc situated, except on business relative to them, and even tlien, under restric- 
tions which rendered it impossible to acquire the means of giving an adequate 
discriptioo of them to the public. Through the kind mediation of the Conde 
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<de Unbares, the permission was granted, and my passports and letters of re- 
commendation were speedily made out. Lord Strangford used his influence to 
further my undertaking, and it was through his goodness, in recommending me 
that I obtained admission to the archives, for the purpose of examining all the 
manuscript maps, and of copying from any of them, whatever might be neces- 
sary to guide me in my route. 

We shall not follow his route over the barrier of Alpine moun- 
tains that stretch along the coast: nor can we pause to copy his de- 
lineations of scenery or society. For the present we must content 
ourselves with his account of the manner of washing for diamonds, 
which we have farther illustrated by an engraved view. Upon his 
arrival in a miserably sterile country, which may have been so 
marked by the hand of nature, in order to tea6h the important les- 
son, that wealth is not always accompanied by happiness, his guides 
announced that they were in the “Diamond District.” Soon after 
this he visited the greatest of the diamond works, called Mandan- 
ga, which employs about 1000 negroes, and on particular occasions 
double that number. 

The method of washing for diamonds at this place is as follows:— A shed 
is erected in the form of a parallelogram, twenty-five or thirty yards long and 
about fifteen wide, consisting of upright posts which support a roof thatched With 
long grass. Down the middle of the area of this shed a current of water is con- 
veyed through a canal covered with strong planks, on which the cascalhao is 
laid two or three feet thick. On the other side of the area is a flooring of planks, 
from four to five yards long, imbedded in clay, extending the whole length of 
the shed, and having a slope from the canal, of three or four inohes to a yard. 
This flooring is divided into about twenty compartments or troughs, each about 
three feet wide, by means of planks placed on their edge. The upper ends of all 
these troughs (here called canoes) communicate with the canal, and are so formed 
that water is admitted into them between two planks that are about an inch 
separate. Through this opening the current falls about six inches into the 
trough, and may be directed to any part of it, or stopped at pleasure by meant 
of a small quantity of clay. For instance, sometimes water is required oq)y from 
one corner of the aperture, then the remaining part is stopped; sometimes it is 
wanted from the centre, then the extremes are stopped: and sometimes only a 
gentle rill is wanted, then the elay is applied accordingly. Along the lower 
ends of the troughs, a small channel is dug to carry off the water. 

On the heap of cascalhao, at equal distances, are placed three high chairs* 
for the ofiieers and overseers. After they are seated, the negroesf enter the 

* In older to insure the vigilance of the overseers, these chain are constructed without backs 
or any other support on which a person can recline. 

t The negroes employed in these works are die property of individuals, who let than to 
hire at the daily rate of three veagtems of gold, equal to about eight-pence, government sup 
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troughs, each provided with a rake of a peculiar form and short handle, with 
which he rakes into the trough about fifty or eighty pounds weight of eascalhao. 
The water being then let in upon it, the eascalhao is spread abroad and continu- 
ally raked up to the head of the trough, so as to be kept in constant motion. 
This operation is performed for the space of a quarter of an hour; the water 
then begins to ran dearer, having washed the earthy partides away, the gravel- 
like matter is raked up to the end of the trough; after the current flows away 
quite dear, the largest stones are thrown out, and afterwards those of inferior 
size, then the whole is examined with great care for diamonds.* When a negro 
finds one, he immediately stands upright and daps his hands, then extends 
them, holding the gem between his fore-finger and thumb; an overseer receives 
it from him, and deposits it in a gamdla or bowl, suspended from the centre of 
the structure, half full of water. Iu this vessel all the diamoods found in the 
course of the day are placed, and at the dose of work are taken out and deliv- 
ered to the principal officer, who, after they have been weighed, registers the 
particulars in a book kept for that pupose. 

When a negro is so fortunate as to find a diamond of the weight of an oc- 
tavo (17 1-2 carats,) much ceremony takes place; he is erowned with a wreath 
of flowers and carried in procession to the administrator, who gives him his 
freedom, by paying his owner for it He also receives a present of new clothes, 
and is permitted to work on his own account When a stone of eight or ten 
carats is found, the negro receives twe new shirts, a complete new suit, with a 
hat and a handsome knife. For smaller stones, of trivial amount proportionate 
premiums are given. During my stay at Tejuco a stone of 16 1-2 carats was 
found: it was pleasing to see the anxious desire manifested by the officers, that 
it might prove heavy enough to entitle the poor negro to his freedom, and when 
on being delivered aud weighed, it proved only a carat short of the requisite 
weight, all seemed to sympathize in his disappointment. 

Many precautions are taken to prevent the negroes from embezzeUng dia- 
monds. Although they work in a bent position, and consequently never know 
whether the overseers are watching them or not, yet it is easy for them to omit 
gathering any which they see, and to place them in a corner of the trough for 
the purpose of secreting them at leisure hours, to prevent which they are fre- 
quently changed while the operation is going on. A word of command be- 
ing given by the overseers, they instantly move into each other’s troughs, sc 
that no opportunitv of collusion can take place. If a negro be suspected of 
having swallowed a diamond, he is confined in a strong room until the fact can be 
ascertained. Formerly the punishment inflicted on a negro for smuggling dia- 
monds was confiscation of his person to the state: but it being thought too hard 

plying them with victuals. Every officer of the establishment is allowed the privilege of her- 
biga certain number of negroes employed. 

• The negroes are constantly attending to the eascalhao Atom the very s umia en—m ent of 
As washings, and frequently find diamonds before tbit last operation* 
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for the owner to suffer for the offence of his servant, the penalty has been com- 
muted for personal imprisonment and chastisement. This is a much lighter 
punishment than that, which their owners or any white man would suffer for a 
similar offence. * 

There is no particular regulation respecting the dress of the negroes: they 
work in the clothes most suitable to the nature of their employment, generally 
in a waistcoat and a pair of drawers, and not naked, as some travellers have 
stated. Their hours of labour are from a little before sun-rise until sUn-set, 
half an hour being allowed for breakfast, and two hours at noon. While wash- 
ing they change their posture as often as they please, which is very necessary, 
as the work requires them to place their feet on the edges of the trough, and to 
stoop considerably. This posture is particularly prejudicial to young growing 
negroes, as it renders them in-kneed. Four or five times during the day they 
all rest, when snuff, of which they are very fond, is given to them. 

The negroes are formed into working parties, called troops, containing two 
hundred each, under the direction of an administrator and inferior officers. 
Each troop has a clergyman and a surgeon to attend it. With respect to the 
subsistence of the negroes, although the present governor has in some degree 
improved it by allowing a dady portion of fresh beef, which was not allowed by 
his predecessors, yet I am sorry to observe that it is sail poor and scanty; and 
in other respects they are more hardly dealt with than those of any other esta- 
blishment which 1 visited: notwithstanding this, the owners are all anxious to 
get their negroes iuto the servioe, doubtless from sinister motives. 


FOE THE PORT FOLIO.— THE FINE ARTS. 

ANALYSIS OF MR. ALLSTOn’s PICTURE OF THE DEAD MAN RAISED. 
“ And the bands of the Moabites invaded the land at the coming in of the 

year. 

" And it came to pass as they were burying a man, that behold, they spied a 
hand 9 / men , and they cast the man into the sepulchre of Elisha; and when the 
nun was let down and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived.” 

II. Kings, ehap. xiii. v. SO, 2!. 

The passage in scripture from which the subject of Mr. 
AUston’s picture is taken, does not seem, to the general reader, to 
offer any particular field for a display of the powers of the art of 
painting. — It would appear indeed unfit to form the groundwork 
of a composition; as the miraculous part of it is connected with 
fetitilg which are only calculated to excite disagreeable sensations: 
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and the delicate manner in which Mr. Allston has treated them, is 
not one of the least merits of the picture. 

But it is the peculiar property o£ genius to create. — It is rart 
that any single fact offers every requisite for a poem, or a picture, 
when unadorned, or not rendered prominent by the subordinate 
fiction of the imagination. In the production before us, a high 
degree of interest has been given, and a great deal of animation 
is thrown into the surrounding groups by the expression of the 
various emotions excited by the performance of a miracle; and 
above all by the touching episode of the family of the deceased, 
which is very naturally introduced as assisting at his funeral. 

An account of the general disposition of these different 
groups, and of the emotions which the artist has attempted to 
express in the countenance of each individual, cannot be better 
given than in his own word®. 

u The sepulchre of Elisha is supposed to be in a cavern among the moun- 
tains; such places in those early ages being used for the interment of the dead. 
In the fore-ground is the man ^t the moment of reanimation, in which the artist 
has attempted, both in the action and the colour, to express the gradual recoiling 
of life upon death; behind him, in a dark recess, are the bones of the prophet, 
the skull of which is pecuKariied by a preternatural light; at his head and feet 
are two slaves, bearers of the body; — the ropes .a till in their hands, by which they 
have let it down, indicating the act that moment performed; the emotion attempt- 
ed in the figure at the feet is that of astonishment and fear, modified hy doubt, 
as if still requiring further confirmation of the miracle before him, while in the 
figure at the head, is that of unqualified immoveable terror. In the most promi- 
nent group above, is a soldier, in the act of rushing from the scene; the violent 
and terrified action of this figure was chosen to illustrate the miracle by the 
contrast which it exhibits to that habitual firmness, supposed to belong to the 
military character, showing his emotion to proceed from no mortal cause. The 
figure grasping the soldier's arm, and pressing forward to look at the body, i> 
expressive of terror, overcome by curiosity. The group on the left, or rather 
behind the soldier, is composed of two men, of different ages, earnestly listening 
to the explanation of a priest, who is directing their thoughts to heaven, as the 
source of the miraculous change; the boy clinging to the old man is too young to 
comprehend the nature of the miracle, but, like children of his age, unconaciouly 
partakes of the general impulse. The group on the right forms an episode, 
consisting of the wife and daughter of the reviving man. The wife, unable to with- 
stand the conflicting emotions of the past and the present, has fainted; and what- 
ever joy and astonishment may have been excited in the daughter by the sudden 
revival of her father, they are wholly absorbed in distress and solicitude for her 
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mother. The young mao with outstretched arms, actuated by impulse, [nd 
motive , 3 announces to the wife, by a sudden exclamation, the revival of her 
husband; the other youth, of a mild and devotional character, is still in the atti- 
tude of one conversing — the conversation being abruptly broken off* by his impe- 
tuous companion. The sentinels in the distance, at the entrance of the cavern, 
mark the depth of the picture, and indicate the alarm which had occasioned this 
tumultuary burial.*’ 

Of this description it must be said, that it does not promise 
more than Mr. Allston has performed. He has been very suc- 
cessful, generally, in the delineation of the passions; but above all 
in the group of the wife and children. — The figure of the mother 
is supinencss itself. — Overcome by excess of joy, her sight be- 
comes dim, her limbs fail her, and you see that the figure derives 
no support but from the arms of her daughter, and from the sol- 
dier behind her, in whose countenance sternness and compas- 
sion are happily blended. The daughter appears absorbed by 
the situation of her parent; pity alone is expressed on her counte- 
nance: and the painter has recorded an instance of the triumph of 
filial affection over the passion which is vulgarly called the general 
failing of the sex. 

There are in all eighteen figures, which, although calcu- 
lated to arrest the attention separately, are kept, by the general 
tone, subordinate to that of the dead man raised. He is wrapt 
in the folds of a winding-sheet, the drapery of which is treat- 
ed in a grand style of the art, while it contributes essentially to 
the keeping of the picture, and forcibly attracts the attention to 
the principal figure. His body is naturally uncovered by the 
effort he is making to rise, and offers, together with the head, 
a masterpiece both of drawing and colouring. — It is an instance 
of what is seldom accomplished in painting; a grand and large 
style joined to a degree of finishing not to be surpassed by ena- 
mel. To give an instance by example of the impression it 
makes upon us, — and of what we mean by this junction,— wc 
should quote the heads of Carlo Dolce and Sassaferrato,^ (who 
possessed in some degree both,) in contradistinction to Denner, 
and some of the Dutch school, who possessed the latter without 
the former. 
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In this figure, the pallid hues of death still linger over his 
frame, the purple tint of which indicates the slow return of circu- 
lation; while the pain generally consequent upon a return of 
animation, is expressed by the contraction and spasmodic affection 
of the muscles of the extremities. The whole figure forms an 
admirable pendant for the famous St. Jerome; of which it reminds 
you forcibly, although the expression is different: as in the latter 
is attempted to be shown the ecstatic effect of a blissful vision — 
the passage of the holy man from life to death; whereas the en- 
trance, or return, over the threshhold of life, is destined to be 
always accompanied by apparent anguish. 

The effect which such a picture must have on a person who 
has long been in the habit of studying the productions of the Italian 
school, is similar to that of a modem poem, replete with classical 
imagery, upon a reader whose memory is stored with the beaudes 
of the ancients. — Parallel passages from that great fund of imita- 
tion, which is open to every scholar, suggest themselves at every 
instant; — he drinks of the waters of the classical spring at a vast 
distance from the source, but their inspiration has not been lost in the 
various meanderings through which they have flowed. — So, in the 
picture under review we are reminded, at every moment, without 
any servility of imitation, of the manner, and in some instances, of 
the outline of many of the great masters. These are, if we may 
so express ourselves, the parallel passages of painting. Thus the 
faindng wife brings strongly to our recollection the Mater Dolorosa 
at the foot of the cross, in the Descent, by Rubens. — The figure 
and action of the soldier, that of one of the frescoes of the Vadcan. 
— The boy reminds us of that of the possessed child in the Trans- 
figuration^-— The slave at the head of the man is in the style, and 
worthy of Michael Angelo; while the colouring of die whole has 
all the beauty of tint, and chasteness of tone, peculiar to Titian.— 
Of the latter excellence, it is indeed impossible to say too much. 
The flesh throughout is rendered with great truth, and the various 
hues of the different dresses are blended with so much art, as to 
offer a succession of brilliant tints, which, viewed as a whole, cease 
to be garish. 

The force of the shadows calculated to give relief to a pic- 
ture of this size, (which is thirteen by eleven,) is necessarily very 
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great; and yet they are so clear, that every object in them is am 
distinctly marked by colour and outline as in the lights. — The 
great breadth of shadow on the left in the picture is happily relieved 
by the light proceeding from the head of the saint. 

The manner in which the artist has treated this supernatural 
light is not orthodox; it may be accounted for, as he has repre- 
sented it, by a very vulgar cause. — But wc think it highly original, 
and calculated to excite a train of reflections far more sublime and 
terrible, than all the gilt rays, and brilliant circles we usually see 
encompassing the heads of those persons, intended by the painter 
to be peculiarised, and meant as indications of their sanctity. 

This light strikes on the sole of the foot of the slave, serving 
to mark the articulations of the joints, and it at the same time shed* 
a Sickly glare on the receding body of the saint, which, as he is 
supposed to have been buried not many months, is still enveloped 
in a shroud, represented as sinking into the body where the flesh 
may be imagined to have been partially corrupted, and marking 
the form of the skeleton. 

Upon the whole, we regard this picture as a strong illustra- 
tion of the fact, that an attention to minutiae, — a fidelity to the 
representation of natural effects, — is by no means incompatible 
with grandeur of design. The diversity even of the texture and 
quality of the stuffs in it, are admirably expressed, and their colours 
highly varied without being gaudy. The picture for this reason 
begins by pleasing the sense, and afterwards the mind. — It is 
perhaps all that can be wished for in a production of the art, that 
the first should draw you towards it, and that the last should detain 
you before it. 

The propriety however of the admission of such brilliant 
hues in treating a subject of so grave a nature may be questiona- 
ble; but we are of opinion, that if they are not requisites, they are 
at all events admissible. — Nay, that the production is more or less 
perfect, according as they are present or not.— Whatever may 
be the more elevated object of painting, it is desirable to the 
generality of spectators that it should be ornamental; and if any 
of the ancient masters have been deficient in lively colouring, it 
is but reasonable to suppose that they wanted the faculty of giving 
it; for we do not find by the use of it in any of their minor prd- 
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Auctions, a proof of their having rejected it through system in 
their historical compositions — On the other hand, we have the 
authority of great painters for the use of it. — The pathetic feelings 
excited by Reubens in hi3 Descent from the Cross, are not 
checked by the brilliant colours of the dresses of those who are 
assisting at it.— In real life, an accident would not be less affecting 
if happening to one clothed in scarlet and gold, than if his dress 
consisted of stuffs of the gravest colours. — A field of battle is a 
sight not the less harrowing because the rays of the sun may be 
reflected by the highly burnished helmet, — the gaudy epaulet*— 
in a word, all the pride and pomp of war! The greater the con- 
trast, the more awful and impressive th$ lesson of man overtaken 
by calamity; and the painter is right to make use of all such cir- 
cumstances if offered, or imagine them if not, in order to make his 
picture subservient to the purposes of ornament; while the intro- 
duction of them only goes to prove his consciousness of his pow- 
ers, by his disdaining to call in the aid of association. 

We have often thought it a contradiction in the theory and 
practice of sir Joshua Reynolds, that although he dwells in the 
one on the Unimportance of brilliant colouring as contributing to 
grandeur, nay, goes so far as almost to inculcate as a maxim, 
that it ought to be avoided, yet in his practice he always aimed 
at perfection in that branch of the art, by the study of the Venetian 
school. In one of his notes, indeed, on Dufresnoy, when speak- 
ing of Michael Angelo, Gulio Romano, and Raphael, who are 
justly ranked first as painters, (although two of them were appa- 
rently ignorant of, and the latter deficient in the management of 
colouring, and disposition of light and shadow,) he goes so far as 
to say, that “ although the merits of those two great painters are 
of such transcendency as to make us overlook this deficiency, yet 
a subdued attention to these inferior excellencies must be added 
to complete the idea of perfection.” 

As this is not meant as a panegyric, but as an inquiry into the 
merits of Mr. Allston’s picture, a few words must be said of what 
appear to us the prominent defects of it. They are to be found 
principally in the drawing and relative proportions of some of the 
figures; particularly in those of the group in the second plan, 
which are certainly shorter than can be warranted by the distance 
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from the principal figure; — this circumstance may arise however 
from the colossal size of the slave in the left of the picture. Their 
limbs do not appear to us as exactly proportioned to the bodies; 
a circumstance the more extraordinary, because in every other 
instance the relative proportions are good, and the drawing, above 
all, of the extremities, very correct. 

In speaking of the productions of an artist of such eminence, 
we can only mean by “ bad drawing,” a departure from the ideal 
beauty of the antique. There is in the group in question no want 
of proportion, such as it may be found in vulgar nature. If this 
be a fault, the painter certainly errs on the right side; for if the 
productions of the Flemish school are deficient in dignity, from 
the representation of that vulgar nature, on the other hand, we 
find it result still less from the coloured bas-reliefs of the school 
of David. The perfection of drawing must be found in a happy 
medium between both these extremes; and with the exception of 
the instances alluded to, Mr. Allston has been successful in the 
delineation of either muscular force or dignified proportion; and 
the drawing, generally speaking, of the extremities, as well as the 
foreshortening and keeping of the whole, is not to be surpassed by 
any painter, ancient or modern. 

If we may be allowed an observation as to the general com- 
position, the bustle which pervades throughout the whole scene 
would not seem to be caused by the performance of the miracle, 
as the subject of it is in a pit, and removed from the sight of most 
of those represented in action; the mind is not quite satisfied 
as to the possibility of the news of his recovering having been so 
rapidly circulated as to cause all the commotion from whence the 
picture derives its interest and animation. But these, after all, are 
minor defects, and not incompatible with the general license usu- 
ally granted to artists in their compositions. Upon the whole, 
we may be perfectly safe in pronouncing it the finest production 
of any modern artist. 

Mr. West, in a letter to lord Elgin, relative to the Athenian 
relievos, speculates on the probable degree of eminence in the art 
attainable by a young man of genius, if aided by the uninterrupted 
study of these sculptures. Should such a result ensue, it would 
make amends for the sacrilege his lordship has committed by their 
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removal from a spot where they harmonised with every surround- 
ing object. 

Mr. Allston is now a resident in London; the monuments of 
Phidias are within his daily reach. He evinces in the picture 
before us, a combination of genius and talent rarely to be met with 
in modern times. We have therefore every reason to hope that 
he is destined to realize the supposition of the president of the 
royal academy; and that art will attain, through him, a degree 
of excellence unknown since the days of Michael Angelo and 
Raphael 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. — FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

The “ Transactions of the Parisian Sanhedrim; or, Acts of 
the Assembly of Israelitish Deputies of France and Italy; con- 
voked at Paris by an Imperial and Royal Decree. Translated 
from the original, published by M. Diogene Tama, secretary of 
the assembly. With a preface, notes, and illustrations,** have 
lately appeared in London, in one volume octavo. 

Although the precise views and ultimate intentions of Napo- 
leon in calling together the assembly of Hebrews at Paris, must 
now remain in permanent obcurity — yet, their deliberations on the 
interests of a people which has long ceased to be numbered among 
nations, cannot but interest every one desirous of tracing the mul- 
tifarious measures adopted by the ex-emperor in furtherance of 
his designs. One while, we observe his concordat with the Papal 
See, and consecration by the Pontiff;— -again, we notice his avowal 
of his belief in Mahomet’s mission, when he wished to cajole the 
inhabitants of Egypt; in a third point of time we remark the par- 
ticular attention and respect he paid to the protestant clergy in 
Germany; and, to complete the picture, in this volume, we find 
him tampering with the representatives of Judaism, propound- 
ing insidious queries, through his imperial commissioners, and 
prompting the expected answers: and receiving the fulsome, and 
io some instances blasphemous flattery, in which these adhe- 
rents to the Mosaic ritual fall not Tar short of avowing their belief 
in his Mesaiahship. 
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This volume is translated from the official documents of the 
public body to which it refers, as arranged by the secretary* and 
contains a multiplicity of curious and interesting information rela- 
tive to numerous circumstances connected with the former state 
and history of the Jews.— Letters from the Rabbies, &c. &c. on the 
rights of citizenship being granted to the Jews during the French 
revolution — Answers to authors who had written against the Jew- 
ish nation and its rights. — The imperial decree by which the 
assembly was convened— The election of the deputies— The ques- 
tions proposed — The speeches of the members during the discus- 
sion — The declarations adopted by the assembly, and the answers 
to the question — Addresses to the emperor — Sermons, benedic- 
tions, odes, hymns, &c. on occasion of the solemnities of the empe- 
ror's birth day.* — Plan for the future organization of the Jews in 
France— Addresses of Foreign Jews transmitted to the assembly 
— Grateful thanks to the Christian ~lergy in various parts of Eu- 
rope for manifold favours conferred in former centuries, and for 
the kind reception given by several pontiffs, See. at various epochs 
to the Israelites of all countries, when barbarism, ignorance, and 
prejudice, leagued together, chased them from the bosom of 
society. 

The reader will find on perusal of the discourses, Sec. that 
this Jewish assembly could bpast of as great talents as could pro- 
bably have been expected from any other French assembly of the 
same number of men, taken indiscriminately in any class: indeed 
in some instances, the eloquence of the speakers is pathetic and 
powerful in no trivial degree. 

%* A very few copies only of the above curious work remain 
on hand. 

The editor of the Port Folio has received a letter from Mr. 
John Souter, No. 2, Paternoster Row* London, successor to sir 
Richard Phillips, and publisher of the London Monthly Magazine, 
the Medical and Physical Journal, the British Lady’s Magazine, 
fee. in which he desires us to acquaint the booksellers in the Uni- 

* Note. In this festival, the cyphers of JVdpoleon and Josephine were im- 
piously blended with the unutterable Name, and the imperial eagle was placet^ 
prer the sacred ark. 
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ted States, that he will undertake the sale of original American 
publications and American periodical works in England, at a 
moderate commission. He desires us to assure the American 
booksellers who may confide their works to his care, that it will 
be a particular point with him to give them as much publicity, 
and as wide a circulation as possible; and he judges it proper to 
add, that at stated periods, remittances will be punctually made 
of the proceeds of sales, or the amount returned in English publi- 
cations, at the wholesale price. The letter concludes thus: “ if 
therefore you conclude to send over your Law Journals, or any 
other publications, I shall have very little doubt of their success, 
as American literature is much inquired after in this country.” 

We take this opportunity to add, that the second part of the 
fifth volume of the Law Journal is in the press at New York. 
It has been supended a long time in consequence of the embarrass- 
ments and injuries to which we were subjected by the sanguinary 
mobs of Baltimore. During the leisure which was afforded by 
the war, we were silent ex necessitate^ but we were not idle. We 
have materials, in the shape of adjudged cases, opinions of emi- 
nent lawyers, and translations from foreign publicists, sufficient 
for three or four volumes. 

The bankruptcy of the publisher of the three first volumes, 
though it deprived the editor of the reward of three years* toil, has 
not depressed his ambition. Notwithstanding the clamours of a 
few malignant journalists of the day, our labours have been sur- 
veyed by the candid, and applauded by the wise. Of praise, we 
have had all that we could ask, and more than we have deserved. 
Those of our subscribers who are unable or unwilling to comply 
with their part of the contract are at liberty to return the volumes, 
as they are now in demand. In the arithmetic of a liberal lawyer, 
the sum of Jive dollars forms but a slight consideration: but the 
aggregate is important to us. Hereafter no volume will be sent 
until the price of it is paid. Applications are to be made to the 
publisher of the Port Folio, Philadelphia, or Isaac Riley, book- 
seller, New York. 

Mr. A. Bowen, of Boston, is about to publish “ The Naval 
Monument.” It contains the official accounts of the encounters 
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at sea, during the late war, between the American and British 
vessels, together with a few of the anonymous communications on 
those subjects which appeared in the journals of the day. Pre- 
faced to the work, there will be a disquisition on the comparative 
merits of the two navies. The candour and the good sense of the 
author of this article, is a sufficient pledge that he will render 
unto Csesar the things which are Caesar’s. 

For many years the editors of the British Naval Chronicle 
most impudently asserted in the front of each number of their 
journal, that 

“ The tea it Britain's wide domain* 

And not a flag hut by permission sails." 

Sailors do not talk Latin, but our Stewart, and Lawrence, and 
Biddle, and Burroughs, did not forget their Virgil when they 
hoisted their colours 

Non illi imperium pelagi; saevumque tridentem* 

Sed mihi sorte datum. JEneid t /. 15S. 

Some time ago we suggested to a person who had in view a 
collection similar to that which we have here announced, a slight 
alteration of the above motto, which we think approaches nearer 
to the truth: 

The sea no more is Britain's wide domain, 

Columbia’s flag in proud defiance sails." 

Or thus, since the peace: 

Columbia’s flag without permission sails. 

Worsley and Smith, of Lexington, Ky. have in the press a 
history of the late war in the western country, from the commence- 
ment of hostilities at Tippecanoe to the termination of the contest 
at New Orleans, on the return of peace. 

Angelo Majo, the indefatigable keeper of the Ambrosiaii 
library at Milan, who had the honour of discovering and publish- 

• By the by, the conclusion of Dryden's remark on this line is worth notice. 
He says, that “ the* who are in a passion are apt to assume to themselves more 
than their due.” 

Our quotation may be thus paraphrased for the benefit of the ladiet: 

The sea no moi*e is hers: by Fate’s decree 
Compelled, the liquid realms to sharp with me. 
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fag three unknown orations of Cicero, has offered to the literary 
World, another treat, in the works of an ancient author, of whom 
We knew nothing but his name, and a small work. 

This consists of the works of M. Cornelius Tronto, with 
unpublished letters of the emperors Antoninus Pius, Marcus Au- 
relius, L. Varus, and Appian. The publication consists of two 
volumes, 8 vo. with some copperplates, and fac-similies of the MS. 
of Mr. Tronto, an African by birth, the preceptor of the two em- 
perors M. Aurelius and L. Varus, and the greatest Latin orator 
after Cicero. Only a small grammatical work was hitherto known; 
now twenty works of this remarkable author have been discovered 
in Ambrosian. There are several books of Latin and Greek let- 
ters to different emperors, 8cc. $tc. 

In these volumes are inserted also three unpublished Latin 
letters of Antoninus Pius, eighteen of M. Aurelius, six of L. 
Varus, one Greek letter of Appian, the historian, and many inedited 
pieces of Ennius, Plautus, Cato, Sallust, and other ancient Romans 
and Greeks. The Greek pieces have a later translation: in short, 
no editio princeps of any classic can be compared with this publi- 
cation. 

Mr. Harrison Hall is preparing for the press a second edition 
of “ Hall’s Distiller;” the first edition having been sold fa the 
course of a few months. He will be happy to receive any com- 
munications on the subject of distillation, and he will adopt the 
substance of them, so far as they may coincide with the plan of his 
work. 

Proposals have been issued at Baltimore, by “ G. Douglass* 
the editor” for printing “ Tables of British Sterling Money brought 
into Dollars and Cents.” This is reversing the present order of 
things, as we understand that the reason why specie is so scarce 
among us, is, that our British creditors compel us to bring our 
dollars and cents into their honest old pounds, shillings and pence. 
44 The editor” promises that it shall be printed on 44 a legible type.” 
After this, who will laugh at the man who wrote an essay to prove 
that a person would not write the worse if he understood a little 
of his subject? 
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Mr. Riley has published The Law of Carriers, Innkeepers, 
Warehousemen, and other Depositaries of Goods for hire. By 
Henry Jeremy, esq. of the Middle Temple. The author has 
treated his subject in a very clear and methodical manner. Every 
man in the community is more or less interested in the matters 
contained in this book, and it ought to be placed by the side of 
every leger in the country. 

A gentleman is engaged in preparing for the press “ An In- 
dex to the American and English Essayists.** The first part will 
be adapted to Conrad’s and Durell’s editions of the English Clas- 
sics, and the latter will contain ample references to the Port Folio, 
the Select Reviews, the Analectic Magazine, the Boston Antho- 
logy, and the North American Review. 

Mr. J. Binns, the editor of the Democratic Press, is about to 
publish a splendid edition of the Declaration of Independance, 
with fac-similies of all the signatures. It is to be ornamented 
with medallion portraits, engraved in the best style, by American 
artists. The whole of the work will be American. 

Anthony Finley, Philadelphia, will publish in a few days, “ A 
Dissertation on Terms of Communion, with a particular View to 
the Case of the Baptists and Paedobaptists. By Robert Hall, M. 
A#** from the third London edition. In this work, Mr. Hall advo- 
cates his own practice of admitting persons whom he deems unbafl- 
tised to a participation in the Lord’s supper; and endeavours to 
establish the broad principle, that this sacrament ought to be 
enjoyed in common by all who are, in the judgment of charity, 
members of thet>ody of Christ. 

William Munford, esq. will shortly publish a full report of 
the very impoftant case of Hunter ve. Martin , devisee of Fairfax, 
in which the supreme court of appeals of Virginia, consisting of 
judges Fleming, Roane, Brooke, and Cabell, unanimously 
determined not to obey a mandate of the supreme court of the 
United States, directing them to enter a judgment of that court, 
reversing a decision of the said court of appeals, (by which a judjf* 
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ment of the district court of Winchester had been reversed,) and 
affirming the judgment of the said district court. 

The arguments of counsel and opinions of the judges in this 
case are uncommonly able, and highly interesting to politicians of 
all parties in the United States, as well as instructive to lawyers, 
and to all gentlemen who wish correctly to understand the prin- 
ciples of our excellent constitution, by which the powers of the 
federal government are defined and limited, and the rights of the 
states protected from encroachment. 

It is hoped that any person who may, possibly, have received 
unfavourable impressions concerning the nature of this decision, 
will suspend his opinion, until it shall be in his power to peruse 
sedately; and deliberately to consider, the luminous and powerful 
reasons assigned by the judges for disobeying the mandate; from 
which it will appear that their conduct has been actuated by a 
sacred regard to the constitution of the United States, (which they 
are a worn to support,) and not by any disposition to oppose the 
general government. 


a physician's advice to his student. 

Dux aegcr ait— Ah! ah! 

. Tu dicito— Da! da! 

A free translation is requested. 

THE REASON WHY PENNSYLVANIA WAS SETTLED. 

Penn refused to puU his hat off 
Before the king, and therefore sat off. 

Another country to light pat on. 

Where he might worship with his hat oh. 

A THANLATION 

Of the following ia requested , in one line , which shall rhyme with 
the original . 

MoUiasima tempora fandi. 

? 

MOTTO FOR A SEGAR. -SMOKER. 

Non fumum ex folgore, sed ex fuxao dare luoem eogita. 
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ORIGINAL POETRY.— FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

Whilst a malignant diligence has often been successfully exerted to point 
oat instances in which authors have borrowed the beauties of thought or ex* 
pression from their predecessors, it is not improbable that the charge of plagia- 
rism is frequently unjust. We indeed, insensibly imitate the manner of those wri- 
ters with whom we are most conversant, and may sometimes intentionally bor- 
row such striking thought or felicities of style as are apt to our purpose, but, it 
not seldom happens that the coincidence is purely accidental, and to be traced 
to our being of the same species and possessing the same faculties, desires, 
habits, affections — in short, all the great features of a common nature. 

These observations were forced upon us by the close resemblance among 
the three following little effusions, though it cannot be believed that either was 
copied from the other. It is certainly somewhat remarkable that the three 
pieces were written nearly at the same time, in the. same measure , with an 
equal number of stanzas, on the same subject , and that many of the thoughts 
and turns of expression are the same in each. These productions of youth, 
(as they probably w<*re) though of small poetical merit, may serve very well 
to illustrate in compositions of greater dignity that the most striking resem- 
blanoe is no proof of imitation. 

love's first kiss. 

Published in July } 1801 , in a Richmond Jiajier. 

From Myra's lips of luscious hue, 

I snatched a balmy kiss; 

But soon my heart had cause to rue 
The cheating, short-liv'd bliss. 

For when th' indignant, lovely prize 
Reluctant I resigned, 

Away the airy pleasure flies. 

And leaves a sting behind. 

Those lips, where smiles so sweetly play, 

Act but the traitor's part; 

For, with their nectar, they convey 
Love’s poison to the heart. 

Perhaps they, like Achilles' spear, 

May heal the wound they give; 

Deign, then, in pity, lovely fair, 

To let me kiss and live. 
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But if, alas! a second kiss 
It would be death to try, 

Grant me, once more, the heaven’Iy bliss, 

Oh! let me kiss and die. 

THE KISS. 

^Published Aug) 1801 , in “ The Ploughman ) * a Bennington fiafier f 

When from my # Fanny*s trembling lips 
I taste ambrosial sweets, 

Lost in such exquisite delight. 

How swift each moment fleets! 

My fainting soul forgets her clay, 

Enraptured with the bliss, 

And longs to breathe short life away, 

In one ecstatic kiss! 

My trembling pulse forgets to move, 

The crimson tide to flow; 

And every thought is given to love, 

As pure as angels know. 

When nature’s feeble round is run, 

And I must bid adieu 

To every joy beneath the sun, 

And join, ye gods, with you; 

Then let me but indulge, my fair, 

In one blest farewell kiss: 

Raptures shall end life’s short career, 

And smooth my way to bliss. 

?Hfi REPULSE— ON DRAWING A CHARMING LANCASHIRE WITOR. 

From the Gentleman's Magazine , Feb . 1801 y published in London , 

I drew thee for my Valentine, 

And claim a magic kiss; 

Thou wert, thou art, thou shalt be minty 
And thus I live in bliss. 
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Why but one kiss? it is my right, 

Ten thousand, ay and more; 

Thy melting lips give such delight, 

I never would give o’er. 

By gentle force, 1 dallying tried 
To have again my one ; 

Bade her, let Love himself decide, 

Still was her answer M none.” 

Why gav’st thou, then, so sweet a kiss? 

Ah! prithee, Celia, why? 

Would’st thou, feir witch, renew the bliss, 

Oh! Celia, I should die! 

All I could say, it would not do, 

She answered, with a frown, 

“ Rash youth, it is enough for you; 

So live, and keep the one.” 

to fanny; on the sudden death of her bird. 
What raptures swell the warbler’s throat! 

How blithe he pours the tuneful note! 

He feels nor want nor pain; 

Exulting, now he shakes his wings, 

And then another song he sings, 

In ever*varying strain, 

But ere the sun has reached the we3t, 

And ’neath old ocean sunk to rest, 

Thy little bird expires. 

No more he skims the azure way, 

No more we hear his thrilling lay, ^ 

Extinguished are his fires. 

Thus, quick, dear Fanny, youth is past, 

Life’s dearest pleasures seldom last, 

They fade before our eyes; 

Then think no more of earthly joy, 

Let other thoughts thy hours employ*— 

Look upward to the skies. Sedley. 
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QUEVEDO TO HIS MUSE. 

Thou dear, coquetting, teazing jade, 

So wild, capricious art thou, maid, 

I ne’er can know thy mind; 

When I would woo thee, thou art coy, 
Neglected, thou would’st with me toy, 

And often then most kind. 

Though ill-starr’d lovers oft are teazed 
By mistress seldom to be pleased, 

To give thee all thy dues, 

Sure none e’er doled, in prose or verse, 

A fair tormentor so perverse, 

As thou, my mistress Muse. 

Among thy varied, wanton pranks, 

Thou’st filled my brain with quips and cranks, 
When I should have been weeping; 

And thdugh you let my readers doze, 

Full well my tortured pillow knows 
You’ve oft kept me from sleeping. 

And oft when I would laugh and joke, 

You bid me, in strange freak, invoke, 

A whining, doleful ditty: 

And then, though dull as that “ fat weed,” 
That vegetates in Lethe’s bed, 

You tempt me to be witty. 

Then leave me to the critics’ lash, 

Who, Jeffrey-like, all cut and slash, 

Full well you know, you elf; 

Yet still, deceiver, fill my head 
With dreams of poesy, instead 
Of calculating pelf. 

Thou, like a wily ignis fatuu9, 

Hast lured me long to mount Parnassus, 

With false poetic fire; 

Thy rush-light quenched, you’ve let jog, 
Or stuck me fast in Bathos’ bog, 

Chin-deep, wretch, in its mire. 
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I swear by my dear gray goose-quill, 

I love thee — yet I hate thee still, 

For you’ve great faults, my Muse— 

Would be divorced, but you beguile 
The good Noll Oldschool’s cheering smile, 

For this lead as you choose. 

song. 

Heed not the sigh that swelled my breast 
Or frown that gloomed my brow, 

The shades of sorrows long since past — 

Love caused those signs of wo. 

They, like the transient cloud that lowers, 

The noon-day beams to shade, 

Shall brighten future blissful hours 

With thee and love, sweet maid. Sydney. 

THE JOURNEY OF LIFE. 

The landsman longs to plough the main, 

The seaman sighs for land; 

Thus each doth of his lot complain, 

He thinks hard fate hath planned. 

A way-worn traveller lost in night 
The devious path- way treads, 

Pursuing ignis fatuus’ light, 

That still from him recedes. 

Thus man, weak man, from stage to stage, 

Life’s darksome journey wends, 

Nor finds content, when wearied age 

And death the vision ends. Quevedo. 

NAMES. 

Mild Ruth* has a tear for each friend, 

And full of her airs is Miss Fan, 

Sweet Patience can never offend, 

And a “ neat little artK V* ’s Ann. 

* Pity. 
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I LOVE THEE. 

A fiarafihrase of a German fioem , entitled Ich liebe dich. 

These tearful eyes my ardent love declare, 

Whene’er they gaze upon thy beauties rare; 

Although my tongue ne’er dar’d to wound thine ear, 

I love, I love thee. 

’Tis done — now know’st thou all— ’tis all confest, 

And sweet repose has fled my anxious breast; 

Reproach— forgiveness — life with thee now rest. 

I love, I love thee. 

Condemn me not; — my soul of pease is gone, 

And my good genius, weeping, trembling’s flown; 
Forgive— yet shouldst thou ever, ever frown, 

I’ll love, I’il love thee. 

These eyes perchance now gaze their last adieu, 

That, ah! for thee, so oft in sorrow flow; 

Yet distant far no rest my heart can know. 

I love, I love thee. 

Oh yes! I’ll love though ever doom’d to mourn; 

In death thou wilt not my peace-off ’ring scorn, 

From my pale lips, in trembling accents borne, 

A soft — I love thee. 

Sydney. 


TO CARA. 

Thy swain discarded calls thee shrew: 

Would’ st thou, girl, prove the charge untrue— 

Marry the fool who long hath wooed, 

And all will swear thou art not shrewd. 

THE PLEDGE REDEEMED. 

Said Tom to Sam “ dear friend I’m bound 
To see your fortune through;” 

Sam lost his wf^lth to Tom, and found 

The rogue had spoken true! Quevbdo 
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CONDUCTED ft* OUTER ODLSCHOOL, ESS- 


Various; that the mind 
Of desultory man, studious of change, 

And pleased with novelty, may ho indulged.— downs. 

— . ; -n - _ . ||t|| 

So MS read that they mqy embellish their conversation, or shine in dispute) 
some that they may not be detected in ignorance, or irant the reputation of lite- 
rary accomplishments: but the most general and prevalent reason of study is the 
impossibility of finding another amusement equally cheap or constant, equally 
independent of the hour or the weather. . J ohm on , 


VOL. I. JUNE, 181* ; NO. Vfc 


FOR THE FORT FOLIO. 

OF THE ABORIGINES OF THE WESTERN COUNTRY. 

T*s publisher of the Port Folio, seam time rinee, announced his intention 
of printing a curious and learned work pn the antiquities of the western part o£ 
«ur country, by Henry Frost, A. M« The proposals had no sopner been submit- 
ted to the public, than a powerful appeal to his kindness and his sense of justice, 
was made by the friends of the reverend Dr. John P. Campbell. They siated 
that the materials for this work had been collected by this gentleman, and that 
they had been obtained, under false pretences, from his widow, by Mr. Frost. 
The MSB. were therefore immediately placed the hands of one of her friends, 
who promises to prepare them for the press, and publish them for her benefit. 
In the mean while we art permitted to make a few entrants. The sobjcet is ex- 
tremely interesting, as it treats of the ancient inhabitants of a great continent Dr. 
Campbell appears, from the manuscript, so far as we have perused it, to have been 
admirably fitted, both by taste and education, for the task which he commenced; 
and to which we understand that he devoted several years of toilsome and expen- 
sive research. We shall only add, that any subscriptions (1 vol. Svo. price 3&) 
which may be transmitted to the publisher of the Port Folio, shall he faithfully 
applied to the benevolent purposes of this publication. 

Up* v the fairest computation, admitting that the Aborigines 
came to the western county* a thousand or twelve hundred years 
vol. i. 3 m 
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ago, we have then before us a period of sufficient extent to em- 
brace all that is requisite to support the supposition that the Abo- 
rigines were the descendants of a civilized people in Asia; a 
people who had made great advancements in civilization and the 
arts, but who were probably devastated, and forced to fly, by the 
sudden encroachment of a foe. We shall readily perceive, that in 
this case, such a people would perform a rapid migration, and fly 
from their enemies as far as their desire of safety should dictate. 
It is not in any degree surprising, that they should, in like manner, 
escape to this continent, bringing with them that civilization and 
that knowledge to which they had arrived. The great antiquity 
which is manifested by the most striking proofs of art and know- 
ledge, seems to warrant this conclusion, and give it weight. 

The successive generations of men who have inhabited the 
eastern parts of Asia, were distinguished, for centuries, by rapid 
advancements in civilization and the arts, and on a sudden sub- 
jected to a great reverse. By the encroachment of some barbarous 
foe, or some neighbouring robber, they have been forced to re- 
nounce the possession of their privileges, or escape for their lives. 
u Some of the most desert provinces in Asia,” says the historian 
of Catharine the second, M have been repeatedly the seats of arts, 
arms, commerce, and literature. These potent and civilized 
nations have repeatedly perished, for want of a union or system of 
policy. Some Scythian, or other barbarian, ha$ been suffered 
unnoticed to subdue his neighbouring tribes; each new conquest 
was made an instrument to the succeeding onej till, at length, 
become irresistible, he swept whole empires, wdth their arts and 
sciences, off the face of the earth.” This important truth we 
consider particularly applicable to the original peopling of the 
western country. The Aborigines probably constituted a part of 
some such nation existing in eastern Asia, and were forced to 
escape to this continent by the encroachment of some such pow- 
erful, invading foe. I have said that this was firobably a fact I 
venture to add, that it was most certainly the fact in regard to 
the Aborigines. 

It is a very general opinion, prevailing in the western coun- 
try, that there is ample proof that the country in general was once 
inhabited by a civilized and agricultural people. This very gene* 
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ral consent we are disposed to respect, and consider an innocent 
opinion in itself, but we have not yet obtained satisfactory reasons 
to believe that the country in general, or to any great extent, has 
been adorned with the improvements and habitations of men living 
in a civilized and permanent state of society. The Aborigines 
probably advanced as far, in the improvement of particular portions 
or districts of the country, as their knowledge of agriculture, their 
implements of husbandry, and their temporary residence would 
allow. The face of the country, since it was visited by the Abori- 
gines, and since their demise, has undergone great changes. It is 
to be remarked, that the oldest trees now standing cannot be pro- 
nounced coeval with the extinction of the Aborigines. 

It is an opinion prevailing among some, that the Aborigines 
crossed the Allegheny, and proceeded down the Ohio river; but 
nothing is more incredible. Some attention to the ancient works 
on the river, has led us to notice that the works at different posi- 
tions, are not more or leas perfect. It is vain to suppose that the 
works lower down are less perfect , and were therefore built by a 
people who migrated westward, or down the river. 

Again, it is a current opinion, that the first inhabitants of 
the western country were white fieofile , and therefore cannot be 
denominated Indians. Our readers will recollect, and may have 
noticed, that there are distinguishing shades of white and black 
within the extent of our own country; and that there are those 
among us who, by birth, or physical causes, are exceedingly 
dark. It is hence not indispensible that the Aborigines should 
be a white fieofile , strictly speaking, in order to account for their 
improvements, or their knowledge of the arts. The inhabi- 
tants of Asia, and of the Asiatic continent in general, are allow- 
ed to be darker than the inhabitants of these American states, 
while at the same time they likewise are denominated a white fieo - 
file. The city of Pekin is nearly upon the same latitude with 
Philadelphia, and yet the citizens of Pekin are strdngly shaded 
compared with the Philadelphians. The Aborigines, for aught 
we know, might have sustained a lighter complexion than those 
Indians who contributed to their destruction, or than the ancestors 
of the present race of Indians; and might, on that account, have 
been denominated by those Indians a white people. There cannot 
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be a doubt but that the same country, at different, and very distant 
periods of time, may be inhabited by, or produce a race of people 
differing very materially in colour. The climate, and local or 
physical causes, may be so changed in the term of a thousand years, 
as to produce several degrees of shade upon the human counte- 
nance. The northern parts of Asia are supposed by some to be 
much colder now than they were but a few centuries or years ago; 
and that but a few centuries have elapsed, since the northern 
regions were more habitable on this very account. We suspect, 
however, that the Aborigines were in general, and in no other sense, 
a white people, than of any of the proper inhabitants of Asia at the 
present time. We likewise suspect that the Aborigines were 
denominated a white fie o file by the present race of Indians, solely 
or principally, in consequence of that distinction which thi y pos- 
sessed in the view of the Indians, by their works, or the knowledge 
and skill displayed in these works. These Indians having been 
accustomed to pay respect to Americana and Europeans as white 
people , appropriated naturally the same respect and title to the 
Aborigines. The Indians universally disclaim these ancient works 
and monuments , which are attributed to the Aborigines, and alledge 
that these works were erected by white people . It may not be 
improper, therefore, to offer the reader several traditions which 
relate to this point, and which may at least be found an entertain- 
ment. 

General Clarke , of Louisville , in conversation with the chief 
of the Kaskaskias, understood him to say, that a very remarkable 
fortification , to which they referred, was the house of his fathers. 
This is understood to signify a reverential and general declaration 
of the same origin. 

Mr. Thomas Bodley was informed by Indians of different 
tribes north-west of the Ohio, that they had understood from their 
old men, and that it had been a tradition among their several na- 
tions, that Kentucky had been settled by whites , and that they had 
been exterminated by war. They were of opinion that the old 
fortifications, now to be seen in Kentucky and Ohio, were the 
productions of those white inhabitants. Wappockanitta , a Shaw- 
nee chief, near a hundred and twenty years old, living on the 
Auglaze river, confirmed the above tradition. 
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An old Indian, in conversation with colonel James F. Moore, 
of Kentucky, informed him that the western country, and particu- 
larly Kentucky, had once been inhabited by white people , but 
that they were exterminated by the Indians, That the last battle 
was fought at th e falls cf Ohio , and that the Indians succeeded in 
driving the Aborigines into a small island below the rapids, where 
the whole of them were cut to pieces. He said it was an undoubted 
fact, handed down by tradition, and that the colonel would have 
ocular proof of it when the waters of the Ohio became low. 
This was found to be correct, on examining Sandy Island , when 
the waters of the river had fallen, as a multitude of human bones 
were discovered. The same Indian expressed his astonishment 
that white people could live in a country once the scene of blood. 
The Indian chief called Tobacco , told general Clarke, of Louis- 
ville, that the battle of handy Island decided finally the fall of 
Kentucky, with its ancient inhabitants . General Clarke says that 
Kentucke , in the language of the Indians, signifies the river of 
blood . 


In addition to the proof of a great battle near the falls qf 
Ohio , it is said by general Clarke, of Louisville, that there was at 
Clarkesville a great burying ground, two or three hundred yards 
in length. This is likewise confirmed by major John Harrison, 
who received the tradition from an Indian woman of great age. 

Colonel Joseph Daviess, when at St, Louis in 1 800, saw the 
remains of an ancient tribe of the Sacks, who expressed some 
astonishment that any person should live in Kentucky. They 
said the country had been the scene of much blood, and was filled 
with the manes of its butchered inhabitants. He stated also that' 
the people who inhabited this country were white , and possessed 
such arts as were unknown by the Indians. 

Colonel M*Kee, who commanded on the Kenhawa when 
Cornstalk was inhumanly murdered, had frequent conversation 
with that chief, respecting the people who had constructed the 
ancient forts. He stated that it was a current and assured tradi- 
tion, that Ohio and Kentucky had been once settled by white 


people, who were possessed of arts which the Indians did hot 
know. That after many sanguinary contests they were extermi- 


nated. Colonel M. inquired why the Indians had not learned these 
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arts of the white people. He replied indefinitely, relating that 
the great spirit had once given the Indians a book which taught 
them all these arts, but that they had lost it, and had never since 
regained the knowledge of them. Col. M. inquired particularly 
whether he knew what people it was who made so many grave* 
on the Ohio, and at other places. He declared that he did not 
know, and remarked that was not his nation, or any he had been 
acquainted with. Col, M. asked him if he could tell who made those 
old forts, which displayed so much skill in fortifying. He answered 
that he did not know, but that a story had been handed down from a 
very long ago peofile , that there had been a nation of white people 
inhabiting the country who made the graves and forts . He also 
said, that some Indians, who had travelled very far west or north- 
west, had found a nation of people, who lived as Indians generally 
do, although of a different complexion. 

John Cushen , an Indian of truth and respectability, having 
pointed to the large mound in the town of Chillicothe , observed to 
a gentleman {hat it was a great curiosity. To this the geutlcman 
accorded, and said, The Indians built that . No, said he, it was 
made by white folks , for Indians never make forts or mounds — 
this country was inhabited by white people once, for none but 
white people make forts. 

In addition to the remarks which we have made on the Asiatic 
origin of the Aborigines, we add, that such an origin is by far the 
most natural, and the most accordant with the progressive move- 
ments of the human family since the deluge. This progress in 
Asia, has been uniformly eastward and northward from the Eu- 
phrates. The inhabitants of Asia being the descendants of Shem, 
did not move to the westward in any numbers. We deem it, 
therefore, natural and just to conclude that the Aborigines belong- 
ed to a stock of those who moved eastward from the Euphrates, 
crossed at Behring Straits , and came to our western country from 
the north-west . The Mexicans invariably declare that their an- 
cestors came from the north-west. 

It is an acknowledged fact, that the Antediluvians, at the 
event of the deluge, had arrived to a great improvement and 
refinement in the arts; and it is also an important fact, that a 
respectable portion of this knowledge was preserved from the 
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wreck, and communicated by the sons of Noah. The* descen- 
dants of Shem, the first settlers of Asia, or what is synonymous, 
the ten tribee , probably retained this knowledge, and transmitted 
it, until, through the lapse of time, it became extinct. From the 
descendants of Shem y or from the Israelites , we derive the com- 
mencement of all that knowledge which served to keep the vast 
conti. ient of A^ia from total barbarism. The Israelites carried 
captive by Salm maser , in the time of Hoshea , became, in a great 
measure, incorporated with the neighbouring nations; and from this 
source, or in this channel, we deduce many of the customs which 
prevailed, and continue to prevail in Asia, and which have been 
frequently recognized among the Tartars , the Aborigines of the 
western country , and the present race of Indians. We may here 
introduce a striking passage of history from the s< cond bo^k of 
JEsdras. “ Those are the ten tribes, which were carried away 
prisoners, out of their own land in the time of Osea the king, whom 
Salmanasar, the king of Assyria, led away captive, and he carried 
them over the waters, and so came they into another land. But 
they took this counsel among themselves, that they would leave 
the multitude of the heathen, and go forth into a further country, 
where never mankind dwelt.” We do not pretend to say that this 
country where never mankind dwelt extends to America y but we 
consider the passage of history important, and equally weighty as 
such, although apocryphal. The natural consequence of this 
determination and progress of the ten tribes , would be a very gene- 
ral diffusion of that knowledge which they possessed, and a general 
incorporation with neighbouring powers. 

MISS SOMEDAY. 

Poor Charley wooed, but wooed in vain, 

From Monday until Sunday; 

Still Cupid whisper’d to the swain 
“ You’ll conquer Betsey Someday.” 

TO AN EPICURE. 

Although, to glut thine appetite, • • 

You’ve subjugated land and flood, 

One luxury’s forgotten quite, 

—The luxury of doing good. 
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BAN— YU— LOW} OB, THE THEBE DEDICATED ROOMS. 

Translated from the Chinese, by 1. F. Davis, esq. of the honourable Company’s 
China establishment.* 

•xcTioir i. 

AmavrarT . — The garden and pavilion are seld before they are fi nish e d . The 
purchaser 9 greedily desire to possess the wk$k property. 

The ode says:f 

“ My house, bavins changed its owner, now belongs to a rich man. 

I therefore bundle mgr kin* and my boohs under my arm, and go over to another 
village. 

The lofty rooms, which I built myself, I myself dispose of; 

Unwilling to ruin my posterity, by leaving them such extensive pos ses s ions .* 

Again: 

“ Within the period of an hundred years it must have belonged to some other 
person, 

And it is surely better €0 sell it while new, than when become old. 

The pine trees, the bamboos, and the mei-flowers must enter the account; ' 

Bat my kin and my books, my dogs and my ohickens, shall accompany me. 

The scraps} of old verses stock against the walls— for these he may fix his price. 
For the wet clothes | hanging without, it is not worth while to bargain. 

Hereafter, when I may perhaps come during my leisure to pay a visit, 

The former master will be called the honoured guest" 

The above detached lines, together with the regular stanza, 
were composed by an eminent person in the dynasty of Ming, 
who sold his house and built another. Selling one’s house, how- 

* This tale was printed at Canton, in China, at the press of the East India 
Company in the year 1S15. 

f Translation of die lines at the commencement of the story. 

♦ A musical instrument common among the Chinese. 

$ It is usual in private houses to have labels suspended against the walls, on 
which are inscribed moral sentences or verses from the ancient books. These 
are generally very obseuro In their import. 

| The Chinese, in rainy weather, use a sort of cloak made of the leaves of 
some vegetable, from which the rain runs off, as if from a thatched roof, and 
completely shelters what is under. It is to these garments that the text alludes* 
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ever, is a troublesome sort of business; it cannot sufficiently be 
regretted. What is there of pleasure in it that a man should 
compose all sorts of verses and rhymes on such a subject? 

If you wish to know the nature of property in th}s world, 
it is altogether transitory. There is no river or hill which ref- 
mains unchanged for a thousand years; but there is not a house 
which remains unsold for an hundred. If you give it into the 
hands of your children and grandchildren, they will deliver it to 
other persons, with its value diminished. It is better one's self to 
seek a purchaser before it is altogether destroyed;-*-then, if you 
cannot sell it for its price, you still leave behind you the reputa* 
tion of liberality. It will be said: “ He knew well enough it was 
expensive and, therefore, let it go cheap: — he did it as a favour; 
it was not that he was taken in." If, on the contrary, your chil* 
dren or grandchildren happen to sell it low, there soon arise 
plenty.of discussions. It is said, “ He has wasted the patrimony 
of his father, and is undatiful. He has dismembered what his an* 
cestors loved, and is wicked. He knows not the difficulty of lay* 
ing the foundation of a fortune: he is a fool." These three bad 
names are all that his ancestors, who founded the family and ac* 
cumulated the property, have delivered down to him. It is better 
not to have a single brick left you. Though the man who has not 
enough land to stick an awl into, is the cause of his posterity ac* 
quiring their fortune with empty hands, they still obtain the credit 
of not having had an inch of ground as a step towards it. Those 
men, therefore, who are fathers and grandfathers, when they have 
arrived at the end of their days, should turn round their heads 
and give a look at those who are coming after them* If, upon 
examination, they appear by their conduct to be unworthy children, 
it is better to get rid of the property at once: thus preventing their 
becoming the prodigal sons of a frugal father, and receiving thft 
ridicule of mankind. 

From ancient times down to the present, of those persons 
who have been particularly eminent for such good sense, thert 
have been only two. The one was named Tang-Yew; the other 
Yu-shin.* They, seeing that their sons were degenerate, and that 

* These ire the names of two famous emperors, the eighth and ninth from 
Fo-hi, the founder of the monarphy. The former of these two, after hiring 
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afterwards their property must inevitably be given up to other per- 
sons in a ruined state, thought it better to dispose of it with their 
own hands. There are still two lines of an old ode which allude to 
this:— they say, 

Give splendid arms to grace the soldier’s side: 

Give paints and patches to the beauteous bride. 

If their posterity, they thought, disposed of it for them, it was 
most probable that they would not find a good receiver. Most inevit- 
ably one would contend and another tug until they fought about it. 
To say nothing about their sons and wives having no place to live 
in; their very graves and tombs would not be secure from disturb- 
ance. If such then is the case with those who possess the empire, 
how much more so with the common, people? 

I am now going to speak of one person who was eminent for 
sense, and of another who was deficient, that they may serve as 
examples to the world. The patrimony of these two persons 
could not be compared to a tile on Tang-Yew*s house, or to a brick 
on Yu-shin’s wall: but why do I, in speaking of these two inferior 
men, make use of such a lofty comparison: the reason is because 
of these two — the surname of one was Tang, of the other Yu— 
Every one said they were the descendants of Tang-Yew and Yu- 
Shin— that they took the national appellation of those emperors 
for their surnames; and that they were descended in a line from 
them. I, therefore, follow the ancestors in delineating the de- 
scendants, in order to do justice to the original source. 

The sensibleman had all his ancestors* disposition; the stupid 
fellow had very little of the character of his family:— they mutu- 
ally diverged from each other as the heavens from the abyss. 
How dissimilar branches spring from the same stem will be per- 
ceived. 

During the reign of Kea-tsmg,* of the dynasty of Ming, the 
province of Sze-chuen, the foot of Ching-too, and the been of 

reigned upwards of seventy years, resigned the throne to the latter, or, at least, 
made him an associate in the empire with himself The latter again left the 
empire oat of his own family. 

• ’Hie eleventh emperor of this dynasty. He ascended the throne aboat 
the year 1521. 

f The foo is a division of the province or seng, and the heca of the loo. 
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Ching-too, there lived a rich man, in increasing circumstances— 
his surname was Tang; his epithet Y6-chuei>— This man had an 
immense quantity of land — Whenever he got any money he de- 
lighted only in buying fields and purchasing ground; but he would 
build no houses, and of those family utensils which are in constant 
use, he would not buy one too many— with regard to clothes and 
food, they had no weight with him. His disposition was to make 
money by all sorts of means. As to his extensive property in rich 
lands, no sooner did they enter into his possession than the profits 
came in. They increased daily as the moon towards her pleni- 
tude. Houses and furniture, he thought, are not only unprofitable, 
but there is a fear least the god* of fire should destroy them, and 
in a moment they should become annihilated, If all the family 
have fine garments, there immediately come unpleasant fellows 
to borrow clothes— If there are plenty of victuals, one soon has 
people claiming acquaintance, and taking their seats in quest of 
food. There is nothing like being contented with coarse articles; 
people in that case will not be begging them. 

He took fast hold of this idea, and, in addition to not buying 
any thing but houses, would not spend a candarecnf or a cash. 
The state of his mind being thus, he could not be at rest with his 
niggardliness, but wanted also to steal a great name. r He said that 
he was descended from the emperor Tang-yew, and that his an- 
cestors had great celebrity — that they lived in a thatched house 
with mud steps — that what they lived upon was broth and Yuen 
wine— that they used earthen jars and pots, and that their garments 
were of cloth and deer-skins! The father being thus economical, 
his son could not but obey his precepts. People seeing him (the 
father) parsimonious in the extreme, began to scrutinize him be- 
hind his back, saying, “ There is an ancient proverb which says, 
1 If a man is very economical, he must have a prodigal sons 9 he 
must inevitably have a successor who will turn things upside down; 
so that Tang 9 s disposition to save will not descend. 99 Unexpected- 
ly, however, the son imitated his father. From his earliest years 

* HureyJo, the spirit which Is supposed to preside trrer fire. 

f These are the European names for the Fuen and Le. The former is one- 
hundredth part of the Leang, or ounce of silver; and Uie latter onedeath of the 
furnfer, or, one-thousandth part of the Leang. 
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he commenced a scholar, seeking preferment by all sorts of means; 
and was a titular Sew-tsac.* In his eating and drinking, he.did 
not ask for luxury— in his clothes, he wished not for a superabund- 
ance— in his instruments of amusement, he did not aim at the best. 
It was only on the subject of houses that he differed from his other 
desires. There, indeed, he was not contented with economy. To 
look at the house in which he lived, it was like any rich man’s ne- 
cessary. He was quite ashamed of it. He wanted to be building 
fine houses, but was afraid to begin, least the means could not be 
obtained. He had heard people say, that to buy an old house was 
better than to build a new one; therefore, in a consultation with 
his father, he said, “ If we can buy a handsome house, which will 
be fit for us to live in, we may then look for a garden, and build a 
library in it, such as may suit our wish.” Yo-chuen desiring much 
to become a Tung-keun,t wished only to flatter his son, and, with- 
out being aware, deviated from his constant opinion. He said in 
answer, “ There is no necessity to be in a hurry: in this street is a 
handsome house and garden: it is not yet completely built; but the 
day of its being finished must inevitably be the day of its sale: you 
and I will just wait awhile.” The son said, “ When people want 
to sell houses, they do not build: — when they build houses, they do 
not intend to sell them. Where is the probability that when they 
have finished building, they intend to sell the houses?” Yb-chuen 
said, “ pray where did you get that crochet? The man who pos- 
sesses ten thousand pieces of gold may build a house which costs 
him only one thousand; but if a man’s possessions in houses and 
lands are half and half, he may be said to be a large tree without 
a root, which must inevitably be blown down when the wind comes. 
Then how much more may this man, who, without possessing an 
hundred acres in land, suddenly builds a house with a thousand 
rooms, be called a tree without a root? He truly will not wait for 
the wind’s blowing; but will tumble down of himself! How can 
there be any question about ii?” 

• The lowest literary title. The next above it is Kiu-jin; and the next 
above that T sin-axe. The three first of the Tsin-sxe, at each examination, which 
Is always conducted by the emperor himself, are called Chang-yuen, Tan-hwa, 
and Pung-yen. 

t The fathers of persons possessing eminent rank are Ihm called. 
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The son, hearing these words, said that they were very true; 
and, as before, accorded with his father. He went seeking only 
for land, and did not care to ask about houses. He wished that 
the other roan would soon have finished building, in order that the 
present owner being gone, he might give the finishing stroke in- 
stead of him. The rich roan’s plans proved successful: the result 
justified his words. There are two lines of the She-king which 
are applicable to the case: 

The nest one bird constructs with anxious toil 
Ere long another seizes as her spoil. 

He who was building the house was descended from Chung- 
liwa. His surname was Y u, his name Haou, and his epithet Soo* 
chin. He was one who delighted in reading books of poetry; but 
did not seek to be an eminent scholar. From the indolence of his 
disposition he had a great aversion to any office, and was not cut 
out for beinjg a Mandarin. He, therefore, detached his thoughts 
from a great name, and entirely gave himself up to odes and wine, 
and by these could not but be reduced to beggary. 

During his whole life he had scarcely any other delight than 
in arranging and building gardens and summer-houses. From the 
beginning of the year to the end, not a day passed without his ad* 
vancing the work. The house which he was now building he 
wished to be of the highest perfection, and not of the common or- 
der. He said, “ Let other men have their fine fields and their nu- 
merous acres — pleasures and riches were the concerns of others— 
on him they had no influence.” There were only three things 
in which he truly took an interest, and which he was determined 
to have of the best quality. These three were, the house which 
he inhabited in the day; the bed in which he slept at night, and the 
coffin in which he was to be laid up after death. Having these 
ideas in his breast* he went on with the work of earthf and wood, 
labouring continually at it in an indefatigable manner. 

Tang-Yd-chuen's son, having waited several years without 
teeing him finish the business, was a little vexed and angry at 

* The Chinese suppose the belly to be the seat of ideas. 

f The Chinese houses are bailt, in a great measure, of mud. Hence a brick- 
layer is called, Ne-shwuy-treang — “ earth and water workman.” 
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hearty and said to his father, “ Why have we waited such a long 
time! That man’s house is not yet finished, nor is his money yet 
expended. From this it would appear that he is a fellow of ways 
and means. With regard to the business of his selling it hereaf- 
ter, that seems to be a little uncertain.” Y6-chuen replied, “ Every 
day later makes it a day more certain, and each day makes it more 
advantageous for us. There is no occasion for you to fret about 
it. The reason why his house is not finished is merely this:— 
when it is completed the appearance does not hit his wish, and he 
wants to take it to pieces, in order to build again. If it is excel- 
lent he seeks for still higher excellence; so that of every day, dur- 
ing which it is delayed, the alterations and improvements are 
wholly for our own advantage. The reason of his money not be- 
ing completely wasted, is because the usurers and the workmen 
seeing he is building it very high, wishing to take* and lend to him 
on credit. The labourers do not sue him for their food and debts, 
because, they think, that by every additional day of work they get 
a day’s wages; while, if they were to press him hard, he would 
certainly step the work for a couple of days, and they would have 
no employment. It is thus that his money is not all expended. 
This may be called taking flesh to feed an ulcer. It is not that 
he is possessed of ways and means. When he has arrived at the 
period when he can draw together no mere, those persons who 
have him in their books, will inevitably press him all together, and 
begin to curse him. There is no fear that he will not seek, in die 
first place, to sell what he has in land, and, as that will not suffice 
to pay them, he will certainly think about his house. If he now 
begins to collect, at an early period while his debts are not large, 
he can wait for a good price, in order to sell it, and, therefore, will 
not let it go cheap. The right way will be to wait dll a later day. 
When his debts are a little increased, and anxious to sell, he will 
be willing to come down with the terms. This is ail the very 
making of us. Why go and obstinately fret about it?” The son 
hearing this still more applauded and acquiesced. Indeed, after 
a few years, Yu-soo -chin’s debts by degrees accumulated, and his 
creditors every day came before his doors to claim them; and there 

* Such is the phrase in the original — Ps ho tro she ta — “ to take thing! lad 
lend to him.” 
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were some who would not go away again. The house which he 
was building could not be finished, and he at last wanted to seek a 
man to buy it 

All those who are selling houses are differently circumstanced 
from the venders of lands. They must necessarily wish to find out 
a purchaser in some neighbouring situation, that he may have ei- 
ther his foundations contiguous or his windows opposite. If some 
distant person wishes to buy, he will want to inquire of those in 
the neighbourhood. Should the neighbours utter a word of dis- 
advantage, he who wanted to purchase will not be willing to do it; 
not like lands, or hills, or fish-ponds, in the midst of an empty desert 
which any one can manage. Therefore in selling a house it is 
certainly desirable to sell to some one in the neighbourhood. 

Tang-y5-chuen was a monied man-— it would not do to trifle 
with him. The people of the house, of course, went to ask him 
first. Both the father and son, though at their hearts they greedily 
coveted it, merely returned for answer, that “ they did not want it.’* 
They waited till he entreated them earnestly, and then went oveis- 
just to give a look. As if disliking it they said, that w he had 
built it but indifferently. The apartments were not fit for a gen- 
tleman, and the winding avenues would only impede business. 
The fine carved doors, when they were required to keep out 
thieves, would have no strength. Rooms, Which should be differ- 
ent, were like each other. The ground and the air were very 
damp. No wonder that it would fetch no money. The flowers 
and bamboos were like plantations of mulberry* and hemp. Those 
who came to saunter here must inevitably be constantly served 
with wine and eatables. Such a house as this was fit only to be 
turned into a nunnery or a jos-house.f If one wished to make 
inner apartments for some children, it would never do.” 

• Mulberry trees are usually grown in China, solely for the purpose of rear- 
ing silkworms, and are, therefore, young plants, not exceeding the height of 
a common -sized shrub. This comparison in the text, probably alludes to the 
quantity of the flowers, fee. 

f The names in the original are Gan-tang and Sze-yuen; the former mean- 
ing the residences fi*r female bonzes, and the latter for the male priests of the re- 
ligion of Fo, which are called by Europeans jos-houses. 
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Yu-soo-chin had during his whole life spent his heart's blood 
upon it, seeing that it did not obtain approbation, but that they 
showed a dislike and contempt* towards it, was not altogether 
pleased. But, as besides this man, there was no one who could 
buy the house, it was as well not to quarrel with him. 

The people advised Yd-chuen not to say too much against it. 
The price altogether was not hig-h, and even if he took it to pieces 
and built again, it would pay for the workmen and maintenance. 
Yd-chuen, and his son of course, praised and dispraised it till they 
brought it down to an exceeding low price, not above one-fifth of 
the value. 

Yu-soo-chin had no alternative, and must bear the pain of 
selling it. State-rooms, pavilions and fish-ponds were all deliver- 
ed over in the bonds. There was only one set of rooms which he 
had been at all his life, and had brought exactly to hit his taste. 
These he would not write down in the bonds; but wanted to build 
a partition wall and make another entrance, in order that he might 
inhabit it till his death. 

The son decidedly wanted to force him to sell it altogether, 
in order that it might be complete. Y6-chuen seemed to agree 
with the rest of the people: — screwing up his mouth, he said, w let 
him sell it or not sell it, where is the use of forcing him? He only 
wishes to keep this small shred, t that it may be the means of re- 
covering the property hereafter, when he has improved his cir- 
cumstances. It will then, as of old, revert to its original master, 
which will be a very good thing.” When the people heard this, 
they all said that it was the speech of a benevolent man. How 
should they know that it was far otherwise— that it was altogether 
the language of contempt? He concluded that it could never be re- 
covered; and, therefore, left him this shred. Indeed it was quite 
useless, and the whole must inevitably become one house— -the 
only difference being whether sooner or later. He, therefore, lis- 

* The origtual Chu-pe may be translated literally, by “protrudere podioem.” 
f In the original it is literally Sieo, a shred. There is some law existing in 
China, that if a man in selling his property retains but a small portion of it # he is 
entitled to receive back the whole, if, hereafter, his improved cireumstanoes will 
allow of his redeeming it. This observation may serve to explain bis motive in, 
wishing to retain this sbred. 
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toned to his requisitions, and entirely accorded with him in wordsj 
Accordingly they took the whole house and divided it into t#0 
compartments. The new master obtained nine $arts, art d the oMf 
possessor one. 

It seems that these few studies were in the style of a pagoda* 
Consisting altogether of three stories. In each story was a tablet* 
written upon by eminent persons* all of Whom he could rtfem& In 
the lowest room were carved lattices, crooked railings, bamboo 1 
seats* and flower standd. It was the place where he received peo* 
pie. Upon the front of the tablet were written feu r characters W 
this effect: 

“ DEDICATED TO MEN.** 

The middle story had bright tables and clear windows, with 
some toothpicks and pictures. It Was the place where he was ac- 
customed to read and write. Upon the tablet were four characters* 
saying, 

w DEDICATED TO THE ANClEWtfS.” 

The highest story was empty and light There was nothing 
besides a chafing-dish for incense, and a sacred book. This was 
where he retreated from the crowd; retired from noise; divided 
himself from men, and shut out example.* On the front of the 
tablet Were four characters to this effect: 

“DEDICATED TO HEAVEN.** 

Having divided the building into compartments for these 
three different uses, he likewise took them unitedly, and formed 
a tablet, calling them 

THE THREE DEDICATED ROOM8. 

Before he had parted with the rest of Ms property, these three 
appellations, though well chosen, were still vainly applied. The 
rooms had not yet been really made use of. The lowest apartment 
only could be excepted; for as he was exceedingly fond of guests* 
and, if a person from a distance visited him, immediately placed a 

* This may appear like tautology, but it is a literal translation Of the origfSal. 
A great deal of such repetition prevails in Chinese writings, 

VOE. I. 3 O 
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bed in it, the appellation of “ dedicated to men,” was certainly ap- 
plicable. As to the two upper apartments, he had not hitherto 
been in them. Now that his summer houses were gone, besides 
the apartments « dedicated to the ancients,” he had no place to 
read or write in; and, except that “ dedicated to heaven,” no place 
to which he could retire from noise, or retreat from the crowd. All 
the day long he sat in them, and the names which he had dictated 
became truly applicable. He then fully understood that in a small 
house a great deal might be done, and that it was to despise the 
name and assume the reality. These four popular lines are not 
inapplicable: 


Lord of ten thousand acres, blooming fair, 

A few small morsels quell thy appetite: 

A thousand spreading roofs demand thy care. 

And, lo! six feet suffice thee every night! 

Hitherto the little strength which he had possessed had all 
been dissipated in vain. He henceforth applied his enterprising 
and extensively operating genius collectively at a single point, and 
caused these apartments to be decorated to an extraordinary de- 
gree. Residing in the midst of them, Yu-soo-chin not only did 
not feel the misery of parting with his garde*!, being on the con- 
trary very much relieved by the absence of that burden; but also 
did not suffer from a violent neighbour at his side. How he could 
live securely in this habitation will be shown in the next section, 
where it is explained. 

( To be continued.) 


HOOLE’S METASTASIO. 

One of the songs in the opera of Demophoon was never heard 
without repeated bursts of applause. One stanza of it Hoole has 
not translated. 

In questo arairo p&sso 
Si guiito e il mio martir, 

Che se tu fotsi un saaso 
Ne piangeresti ancoc. 
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FOR THE PORT FOUO. 

THE CONSTITUTIONS OF THE HELVETIC AND RHJETIAN CONFE- 
DERACIES: WITH A BRIEF HISTORY OF THEIR ESTABLISHMENT. 

( Continued from vol. 6 574 .) ' 

While freedom had for upwards of a century been making 
rapid strides throughout Helvetia, the Rhxti groaned still under 
the oppressive sway of powerful and inhuman barons.. Henry, 
count of Werdenberg, suffered his delegates to practice all man~ 
ner of humiliating insults, and to enforce their stern decrees by 
every kind of degrading punishment. The bishop and city of 
Coire, the counts of Werdenberg and Tockenburg, and the baron 
of Razuns were at constant strife. No provision was made for 
the domestic security of individuals: no restraint put upon the 
robbers and assassins who infested the highways; and the people, 
harassed equally by their lords, and the no less inhuman foes of 
these oppressors, were driven to despair. At length a few dis- 
creet but dauntless peasants in a remote valley, joined to support 
their natural rights, and seek redress. 

The valley on the lower branch of the head of the Rhine 
from the town of Ilanz up to its source, consists of a narrow dell 
sunk deep between stupendous rocks and precipices, intersected 
by foaming torrents, and clothed with extensive woods, among 
which many contracted glades afford rich pasture for the cattle of 
the inhabitants. 

Near a spreading grove in this region, stands the village 
of Truns. In this solitary grove, and at the dead of night, as- 
sembled a small number of the neighbouring villagers, and con- 
ferred on the means of relieving themselves from their abject 
condition. Upright and fearless, uninfluenced by selfish views, 
not one of them profited by the successful issue of their hazard- 
ous enterprize. Their names are no where recorded; no sepul- 
chral inscriptions mark the spots where their bones have moulder- 
ed; the league of which they have been the founders, is the sole 
monument of their valour and their virtue. 

The manners of this Alpine people are peculiar. Inured by 
toil; invigorated by their exposure to a clear healthy atmosphere, 
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apd strangers to luxury, their affections, from a difficulty of com- 
munication even among adjacent vallies, are circumscribed within 
narrow limits, and hence they are as firm and permanent as their 
encircling rocks. Exhilirated by the majestic scenery that sur- 
rounds them, they are sedately cheerful, but fierce and implaca- 
ble when wantonly insulted. Such were the men who met at 
Trans. 

The fixed resolve of these intrepid men soon spread from 
vale to vale, and the different communities came to an unanimous 
determination to compel the lords to listen to the voice of justice. 
[A.D 1424.] They sent to them with an open avowal of their 
purpose, and offers to consult with them on the establishment of 
a free constitution. Most of the lords acceded to the proposal: 
and these, together with the deputies of the people, being assem- 
bled under a spreading lime tree, — which was still in being and 
revered so late as the year 1787— at the village of Truns, planned 
and ratified the following league: 

u We all agree without respect to persons or distinction of 
ranks, to be true and faithful friends and confederates; to aid each 
Other with our lives, our property, our arms, and best advice: 
equity shall be our guide in all our mutual dealings: we will ef- 
fectually provide for the security of the roads, and for the tran- 
quillity of our vallies: no one shall, under any pretence whatever, 
molest another in his person or liberty, or invade his property 
without a decree of the magistrate, to whom the person accused 
is amenable: we promise and swear to maintain every confede- 
rate, whether ecclesiastic or secular, noble or plebeian, rich or 
poor, iq the secure enjoyment of his rights, possessions, and 
usages. None of us will interfere in the election of an abbot of 
dissentis; the chapter alone having the right to confer that dignity: 
i fk case of unavoidable dissentions, it is hereby decreed, in order 
to prevent the effusion of blood, that arbitrators be named; three 
by the abbot, three by the barons of Razuns, three by the count 
of Sax, two by the communities in the Rheinwald, and two by the 
district of Flime: these shall first attempt an amicable accommo- 
dation; and if this should not succeed, the majority shall pro- 
nounce a sentence, and we all bind ourselves to compel whoever 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



TOUR THROUGH ST. HELENA. 


477 


may be contumacious. In matters of great concern, all the con- 
federates will assemble at Truns, either in person, or by deputies; 
and in order that our children and distant posterity may be well 
acquainted with the conditions of this compact, it shall be solemnly 
renewed and confirmed by oath every ten years: it shall be as per* 
manent as our vales and mountains: no one shall be admitted into 
this league without the assent of the whole confederacy: the ab- 
bot and his chapter reserve their previous conventions with their 
friends of the forest cantons; and the count of Sax and barons of 
Razuns, their engagements with the duke of Milan.*' 

This covenant has been called the ufifier league , and the gray 
leagues from which last appellation, the whole of Upper Rhaetia 
has derived the name of the Grisons. 

The tranquillity and security which this league insured to all 
who shared in its protection, gave rise to two similar federative 
unions in other districts of this country; the one was called the 
League of God's house ; and the other the League qf the ten ju*i 
risdictions . W. 


TOUR THROUGH THE ISLAND OF ST. HELENA, 

(From Johnson’s Oriental Voyager .) 

We commenced by ascending Ladder-hill, a precipice which 
at first sight seems designed by nature as a barrier that would for- 
ever defy the human race to scale; yet human industry has by in- 
credible exertions in blowing up the rocks, formed a zig-zag path 
to its summits. 

So when proud Rome, the Afric warrior brav’d. 

And high on Alps his erimson banner wav’d; 

Though rocks on rocks their beetling brows oppose, 

With piny forests and onfathom’d snows; 

Where girt with clouds the rifted mountain yawns, 

And chills with lengthen’d shades the gelid lawns; 

Onward he march’d to Lalium’s velvet ground. 

With fires and acids burnt the rocky bound. 

While o’er her weeping vales destruction hurl’d. 

And shook the rising empire of the world. j J 
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About midway we stopped to take a view of the town, which, 
even from this height, looks like one in miniature, the streets re- 
sembling the little houses which we see in toy-shops; the whole 
assuming such a mimic appearance, that a person would be al- 
most tempted to think he could cover a considerable part of it with 
his hands. Looking upwards, what a contrast appears! who, with- 
out emotions of terror, can behold such gigantic projections of 
rocks hanging over him, in so loose and disjointed a state, that the 
excited imagination paints them in the very act of precipitating 
themselves headlong down the horrid steeps. Accidents of this 
kind sometimes happen after rain, by the wild goats climbing 
along the edges of the precipices, and loosing small pieces of 
rock, which rolling down, displace others still larger, tiU at length 
whole torrents of them come thundering down into the valleys, to 
the astonishment and terror of the inhabitants. 

As from the mountain's craggy forehead torn, 

A rock’s round fragment flies with fury borne. 

Which from the stubborn stone a torrent rends, 

Precipitate the pond’rous mass descends; 

From steep to steep the rolling ruin bounds. 

At every shock the echoing vale resounds, 

Still gathering force, it smokes; and urg’d amain, 

Whirls, leaps, and thunders down impetuous to the plain. 

On this account no person was allowed to keep tame goats on 
the north side of the island, and a premium is given for shooting 
wild ones. 

On Ladder-hill are mounted twenty-two or twenty-four pieces 
of cannon; some ranged along the brow of the cliff that over- 
hangs the town, and others along that which overlooks the roads. 
Six or seven of these are mounted on depressing carriages, so as 
to fire right down into the town and roads, thereby completely 
commanding those places; the rest are mounted on common car- 
riages, and serve the purpose of a saluting battery. Over these 
precipices few of us would venture to look. 

Lest the brain turn, and the deficient sight 
Topple down headlong 

From hence we proceeded for High Knoll, over a tract that 
seemed the very emblem of sterility; every step we ascended, 
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presenting new views of rocks and mountains) congregated on 
each side in the wildest order, and without exhibiting an atom of 
egetation. Such is the prospect when within a few paces of the 
summit of High Knoll, and which is finely contrasted with the 
g assy surface of an immense expanse of ocean, which the great 
height of the place enables the eye to survey. 

We now ascended to the tower on the top of the Knoll, which 
we no sooner reached, than all this rude scenery vanished like a 
magical illusion! leaving the eye to range over a series of beauti- 
ul little vallies, groves, and lawns, verdant as the spring, and 
affording luxuriant pasturage to the flocks and herds that strayed 
among them. Throughout this prospect were interspersed small 
plantations, gardens, and handsome little country houses, the 
whole surrounded by a lofty irregular ridge of hills and precipices, 
at ormed a grand outline, and striking contrast to the picturesque 
scenes they enclosed. Here our attention was chained for some 
time; till at length, on descending the south side of the Knoll, which 
is rather steep, we arrived at the governor’s country residence, call- 
ed Plantation House. It is situated on the side of a pleasant little 
valley, with small plantations and gardens adjoining; and com- 
mands a very fine prospect of the sea. In my opinion, however, 
the situation does no great credit to the person who first pitched 
upon it; as it is much inferior to many places which we afterwards 
saw. Its proximity to the town was probably the cause of its be- 
ing preferred. 

Our road now took a winding direction, along the declivities 
o winding little hills, whose green sides sloping down to the 
principal valley to the left, formed a number of little glens and 
dells, from whose beauty one would be almost tempted to pro- 
nounce them the favourite haunts of fairies. We could not help 
stopping at every turn of the road, to admire this interesting land- 
S ^l whoae Prominent features were perpetually varying, from 
the different points of view in which they were seen. 

After a pleasant ride of about an hour, we came to Sandy- 
Bay Ridge, over which we were to pass in our way to the bay of 
the same name. When near its summit we halted for a few mi- 
nutes, in order to take a farewell look at the northern prospect, 
not expecting to see any thing like it on the island again! 
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So with long gaze admiring eye i behold 
The varied landscape aH it* light* aofokh 
Huge rocks opposing o’ei; the stream project 
Their naked bosoms, and the beams reflect; 

Green sloping lawns construct the sidelong scene. 

And guide the sparkling rill that glides between; 

Dim hills behind, in pomp aerial rise, 

Lift their bine tope, and melt into the skies. 

What then must have been our surprise, when, on mounting 
the ridge, a scene burst upon our view, as much superior to the 
one we had so reluctantly left, as that one was to a dreary heath? 
But I shall not attempt to give a description of it. Had Dr. Johnson, 
when writing his Prince of Abyssinia, been seated on Sandy- 
Bay Ridge, he might have described from nature a valley more 
beautifully romantic than even his own fertile imagination has been 
able to form for young Rasselas. 

Nature must certainly have been in one of her good-humoured 
and most whimsical creative moods when she formed this bay, 
and indeed St. Helena altogether; where she has strewed the sub- 
lime and beautiful with a hand liberal even to profusion, though in 
a very small space. Indeed it might not, perhaps, be too poetical 
an idea to suppose, that nature, after finishing her great work, 
had retired to this solitude in the ocean, to construct at leisure a 
favourite scene, that would exhibit in miniature an assemblage of 
all the various features which she had scattered promiscuously 
over the rest pf the globe. 

„ (To be continued .) 


ON THE IRISH TONGUE. 

Mr. Oldsobool, 

In some former numbers of the Port Folio, I entered into a 
disquisition for the purpose of showing that the Carthaginian 
language and the Irish were the same; and that, in fact, the Chal- 
dee, the Fhenician, the Hebrew, the Arabic, the Irish, are dialects 
of some generic language of more ancient date. The Maltheeo 
i* also allied to the Punic and Irish; and I believe there are traces 
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of that language ip the Romaic: but for all this I rely on writer* 
whose means and opportunities of knowledge are far better than 
mine. 

A short time ago, I met with the Rambles in Ireland of M. 
Latocnaye, in two volumes, small 8vo. London, 1799, translated 
from the French. The following passages, which I think worthy 
of notice, are extracted from that work, though 1 have no means 
of ascertaining the precise quantum of credit clue to M. Latocnaye's 
relations; or how much he has borrowed from sir L. Parsons or 
general Vallanfey. 

In the bog near Cullen, swords of brass were found, perfectly 
resembling those supposed to be used by the Carthaginians. The 
master of the mint at London, after comparing these brass swords 
with those which sir W. Hamilton some years ago caused to be 
dug up at Cannae, declared that the resemblance was so great, 
both as to the quality of the metal and the shape of the swords, 
that he was of opinion they had been melted in the same furnace, 
and cast in the same mould, p. 82. 

General Vallancey, as I mentioned before, has explained the 
speech of the Carthaginian general in Plautus, and thus proved 
that these republicans spoke a language very similar to the Irish. 
The colony which they call Shiloea at Tunis, are supposed to be 
descended from the Carthaginians who escaped after the destruc- 
tion of their empire, and fled to the mountains distant from the 
sea coast. Some years ago, a Tunisian merchant, who was ac- 
quainted with the language of the Shiloes, came to Dublin on some 
commercial matters: the deceased Mr. Burton Conyngham, who 
wished to be sure of the analogy between both languages, invited 
general Vallancey to breakfast, and introduced him to the Tuni- 
sian, without previously informing him he was to be there: to his 
great surprise, they soon entered into a conversation with each 
other, and seemed to be at no loss to comprehend what was said. 
This merchant had an old woman with him, who was a Shiloe. 
She conversed, without the least difficulty, with the Irish, and 
made herself understood, though her accent and mode of expres- 
sion were different. 

General Vallancey has been travelling through Ireland these 

fifteen years, and has drawn maps of the counties on a large scale. 

v*l. i. 3 f 
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Government, as a reward for his labour, has given him the post of 
commander of the port of Cove, which he has so fortified aB to 
prevent any hostile vessel from entering. It must be confessed 
he has served the state in more respects than one; for he has had 
twelve children by his first wife, ten by his second, and twenty •one 
by his third, p. 1 32. At the time of the birth of the last he was 
upwards of ninety years of age. 

Whiskey is from the Phenician and Hebrew hiaka y drink, to 
drink. C. 


AN AUTHOR’S EVENINGS— FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

Mart Queen of Scotland, the most celebrated woman of 
her time, died upon a scaffold. The beauty of her person, and 
the possession of the throne of Scotland, excited the jealousy of 
Elizabeth, who to all the qualities of a great monarch, united the 
foibles of a weak woman. Mary regretted all her life the French 
court, where she had lived with the respect and attention due to 
the wife of Francis the second, and where she had become the ad- 
miration and delight of all ranks. Her reputation for letters, which 
she loved and cultivated with success, was deservedly great, and she 
would have descended to posterity with merited distinction as a wo- 
man of learning, had not her misfortunes made her more celebra- 
ted. At the age of thirteen or fourteen, she recited, at the Lou- 
vre, in the presence of Henry the second, and the whole French 
court, a discourse in Latin, written by herself, in which she suc- 
cessfully combatted the idle prejudice that would exclude the fe- 
male sex from the study of the belles lettres. It was a spectacle 
as interesting as it was singular, to see a princess so young and so 
handsome, filling the office of an orator, and proving, as welTby 
reason as example, that knowledge added a new charm to beauty. 
She passed for an agreeable writer in prose, and the few poetical 
pieces which she has left, prove, that in another age, she had, 
perhaps, gained a distinguished rank among the French poets. 
To the merit of a literary character she joined every female ac- 
complishment. She was an excellent dancer, a good musician, 
and possessed of every amiable talent: these, united to the charms 
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of her wit, would have rendered her greatly superior to all the 
women of the age, in which she lived, though Nature had not 
lavished upon her the choicest of her favours. These attractions, 
of which Elizabeth frequently heard, fatigued her jealous ears, 
and were, perhaps, the sole cause of Mary’s misfortunes. Eliza* 
beth, conversing one day with Melville, ambassador from Scot* 
land, asked him if Mary was not a finer woman than herself: the 
cautious courtier, unwilling to offend, and wishing to avoid a di- 
rect answer, replied that Elizabeth was the finest woman in En- 
gland, as Mary was the finest woman of Scotland. This answer 
did not satisfy Elizabeth, who wishing to gratify her vanity, by 
hearing an acknowledgment of her own superiority, again pres- 
sed Melville for a more decided reply; who confessed that he 
thought Mary a finer woman than herself. This reply, as unex- 
pected as it was true, greatly chagrined Elizabeth. 

The goodness of Mary’s heart corresponded with the beauty 
of her person, and the charms of her wit. Though always per- 
secuted, she was always tolerant; to the inconstancy of her ene- 
mies she opposed a firm and steady adherence to her own engage- 
ments: — in fine, she was destined to be equally celebrated for her 
wit, her beauty, and her misfortunes. 

To testify her deep regret at leaving her connections in France, 
she composed the following farewell address to that country, which 
serve as a proof of her poetical talents. 

CHANSON. 

Adieu plaiaant pays de Franoe! 

O ma pa trie, 

1a plus cherie, 

Qui as nourri ma jeune eufance! 

Adieu France! adieu met beaux jours; 

La nef qui disjoint not amours, 

N’a e’y de moi que la moitid: 

One parte te reste, elle cat tienne; 

Je la fie 4 ton amitid 

toor que de l’autre il te souvieune. 

Ah, pleasant land of Franoe, farewtU? 

My country dear, 1 

Where many a year. 

Of infant youth 1 Wdt© dwell! 
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Far* well, forever, happy daya! 

The ship that parts oar lores, conveys 
But half of rte— one half, behind 
I leave with thee, dear France, to prove 
A token of my endless love, 

And bring the other to thy mind. 


Dryden.— The attack upon the immorality of the stage by 
Jeremy Collier and sir Richard Black more is, perhaps, the most 
memorable era in the history of the English drama. In this honest 
and undistinguishing attack upon theatrital profligacy, Dryden bore 
a considerable share of rough treatment, and though he revolted 
at Blackmorc’s indiscriminate censure, yet to the chastisement of 
the rude Jeremy, in the spirit of a gentleman and a Christian, he 
replied in these terms: 

M 1 shall say the less of Mr. Collier, because in many things 
he taxed me justly, and I have pleaded gtlilty to all thoughts and 
expressions of mine, which may truly be argued of obscenity, 
profaneness, or immorality, and retract them. If he be my ene- 
my, let him triumph; if he be my friend, as I have given him no 
personal occasion to be otherwise, he will be glad of my repent- 
ance. It becomes me not to draw my pen in the defence of a 
bad cause, when I have so often drawn it for a good one.” 

Immediately after this controversy Dryden died, and on that 
event the following lines were printed, havirtg reference to the 
abuse of Blackmore and Collier* 

John Dryden, enemies bed three, 

Sir Dick, old Nick, and Jeremy: 

The doughty knight was fbreM to yield, 

The other two have kept thfe field* 

But had his life been something holier, 

He’d foil’d the devil and the Collier. 

The Love of Novelty combined with a pernicious con- 
tempt for established usages, and as perniciottft a rage for rash 
expedients, has certainly produced most dreadful effects, not only 
in the great republic of Europe, but in the habits of private life; 
yet like most of our natural desires, if restrained within proper 
bounds, and directed to suitable objects* it majr be lawfully indulg- 
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ed. — For instance — propriety may suggest the want of a new gar- 
ment, accommodation may hint the expediency of following a new 
fashion, or lassitude may indicate the utility of a change of occu- 
pation; in all these, variety is lawful as well as charming. But let 
us not be craving for new religions, new governments, new sys- 
tems of morals, and new codes of laws. State super vias an- 
TiquAs. Some of these things are in their nature invariable , and 
others are enhanced in value by that antiquity which has recorded 
their wisdom and utility. Nor may the love of novelty extend to 
the desire of a new husband, a new wife, a new lover, a new friend 
or a new servant. Instead of indulging fictitious desires and fasti- 
dious dislikes, let us examine the real value of what we possess; 
remembering that nothing human can be perfect; that the failings 
to which we have long been accustomed have become so familiar 
to our habits that they may be borne; and the virtues which we 
have so long proved, are rendered so necessary to our comforts, 
that we cannot be deprived of them without experiencing a pain- 
ful void. 

Among other idle phantasies which prevailed among the an- 
cients, it was believed that the sun was carried from east to west 
in a golden cup. See Athenaeus, p. 469, E. and Casaubon’s Ani- 
mad. p. 789, where something equally wise is recorded, namely, a 
belief that the sun and moon were ships, in which the souls of the 
dead were transported to the blessed regions. This imagination, 
however, is not, I think, so ingenious as it might have been. 
The peaceful moon should have borne the blessed souls to the 
Elysian fields; and the burning sun, without the preparation of 
Phaeton, 

— pater ora qui sacro medic a mine nati 

Contigit, et rapids fecit patientia flamme, 

might have carried the condemned to Tartarus. , 

Having mentioned the sun and moon, I shall for more geneifel 
amusement, say a word or two of these great luminaries. The aim, 
according to Cicero, de Nat. Deorum , n. 68, is called Sol y « quia 
cum exortus, obscuratis omnibus, solus apparel;” — because when 
risen, it obscures all the lesser lights, and appears solus. How 
true this definition may be, 1 cannot tell; modem languages give 
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it some proof, but the ancient only partially support it, as, for in- 
stance, *Ats* seems, says Pasory to come from the Hebrew Sn, 
efilendouTy Job, xxix. 3; whence we have ia*, hell, whose situation 
lias before been thought to be in the sun. Harris’s notion that the 
sun must invariably be masculine, and the moon feminine, has been 
exploded, with many other absurdities, by Tooke; and his expo- 
sure is thus confirmed by Mr. Weston: “To say nothing of the 
German language, in which the moon, it is well known, is mascu- 
line, der mondy and the sun feminine, I shall produce a passage 
from an Arabian bard of great celebrity, not hitherto much quoted, 
but very much to the present purpose, and he says — to be the 
feminine gender is no disgrace to the sun, nor of the masculine 
any honour to the moon." Fragments of Orient. Lit. p. 114, 1807. 
I shall merely add that if we translate the poet’s “ silentam lunam,” 
silent moony it is quite preposterous to think that the moony from 
the nature of thingoy can ever be of the feminine gender! 

But the following epigram, which has been quoted in support 
of the other side of the question, appears to me, on the principles of 
analogy, to support the opinion that the moon must be feminine— 
since it clearly demonstrates that both are, in the language of 
Virgil, 

■ ■ — mutabile temper! 

Between a month and a day there is so little difference that 
we need not stop to compute it. ♦ 

Lana rubet, pallet, crescit, nooto ainbulat, errat; 

H*e qooque feemineo propria stint generi— 

Cornua Lana facit, faeit haco quoque feemina, Luna 
Mente aemel mulat, feemina quaque die. 


Orpheus, before he sought Eurydice, charmed the rocks and 
mountains with the following stanza: 

Tho* the scolded aU day and all night did the tame, 

Tho’ the was too noisy and I was too tame; 

Tho* I was still living in tumult and strife, 

I must and I mil g% to hell for my mfef Valerian. 
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DESCRIPTION OF SPRING. 

Ouh readers mast not be startled if they find as delving in the lore of the 
Oreek church for their amusement. They may be assured that this is a mine 
in which the most precious diamonds are seen to sparkle and irradiate the sur- 
rounding darkness of ignorance and superstition. The writings of the fathers 
are gay with vivid colouring and animated with glowing metaphor. When schism 
shall be silent and sectarism no longer “ ebb and flow by the moon,” the fervid 
eloquence, the exemplary piety and the profound erudition of these soldiers in 
the church militant, will excite the study of the preacher and the emulation of 
the scholar. 

The following is the peroration of St. Gregory’s Panegyric on the Martyr 
Mamas. The oration, says the collector of the select passages from the wri- 
tings of St Chrysostom, fee. was probably pronounced on Easter Sunday, and 
consequently in the spring. A. D. 383. 

Let us now proceed in our discourse, and in common with the 
season let us celebrate the festival. All nature now moves on in 
unison with our festivity, and rejoices in common with our joy. 
Behold the face of things. The queen of the seasons unfolds her 
pageantry to the queen of days, presenting from her native store 
whatever is most beauteous, whatever is most delightful. Now is 
the canopy of Heaven more cloudless; the sun rides higher in his 
course, arrayed in more gorgeous splendours; brighter is the cir- 
cle of the moon, and purer the chorus of the stars. More pacific 
now the waves murmur on the shore; the tempest is allayed; 
soft are the whispers of the breeze; genial is the earth to the open- 
ing flowerets, and grateful the flowerets to our eyes. Released 
from the tyranny of winter, more limpid flow the fountains; in 
streams more copious the rivers glide; gay is the foliage on the 
trees, and sweet the fragrance of the meadow; the herbage is 
cropped by the cattle; on the blooming plain the lambs disport. 
The vessel, now, from the harbour, rides forth majestic, accom- 
panied with shduts, for the most part shouts of gratitude , and is 
winged with its sails. The dolphin sports on the bosom of the wa- 
ters, dashing around the silvery foam, and following with alacrity 
the mariner. Now does the husbandman prepare his implements 
•f tillage, raising to heaven his eye, and invoking Him who bade 
the fruitage flourish. How jocund he leads his oxen to the yoke! 
how patiently he cuts the prolific furrow, whilst hope sits smiling 
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on his countenance! The shepherd and the herdsman attune their 
reeds, and meditate the rural strain, and celebrate the spring, in 
the grotto or the grove. The gardener now more anxiously tends 
his plants; the fowler renews his snare, and inspects the branches, 
and curiously explores the flying of the bird. The fisherman sur- 
veys the deep, and repairs his net, and sits on the summit of the 
rock. 

Again the assidious bee, spreading wide its wings, and as- 
cending from the hive, begins the demonstration of its skill, de- 
spoils the meads, and rifles the flowers of their sweets. One la- 
bours at the honeycombs, constructing the cells, hexagonal and 
mutually opposed; whilst another lays up the delicious store, pro- 
viding for him who provides it a habitation, reflection sweet, and 
sustenance untoiled for. Oh that we could resemble them! we 
who may be styled the apiary of Christ, who have received so 
wondrous an example of industry and wisdom. Again the bird 
fabricates his nest, and one returns and another enters the new 
formed mansion; whilst a third traverses the air, and bids the 
forest re-echo to its harmonies, and greets the passenger with a 
song. Each part inanimate of the creation hymns and glorifies its 
Maker with a silent homage. For every thing, my God, by me 
is magnified, and thus their hymn my hymn becomes, from whom 
I derived my melody. Now universal nature smiles, and every 
sense is welcomed to the banquet. And now the magnanimous 
steed, disdaining the confinement of his stall, and spurning the 
fetters that impede him, bounds o'er the echoing plains, and dis- 
plays his beauty in the flood. 

ter 


EPIGRAM. 

Dr. I. Letsom, never accused, as St. Paul was, that much 
learning had made him mad, once died, in the newspapers, which 
were filled with his panegyrics. He resuscitated afterwards, and 
the account of his death was traced to his own pen. A wag wrote 
the following epigram on this circumstance: 

They rays, I’m dead; I ttys, tbey lie* 

I pukes, I bleeds, I sweets ’em; 

I takes their fees, and then they dies; 

With all my heart— —L Lrrsox. 
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THE AMERICAN LOUNGER—No: 503. 

BT SAMVEL SAU5TER, ESQ. 

It is by no means unusual with old bachelors who, lor some 
special reasons, have become enrolled in this right worshipful fra* 
temity, to decry the institution of matrimony. Whether their si- 
tuation be the consequence of choice or caprice, or the result of 
necessity, is not my business to inquire. They are willing to swear 
that the grapes are sour, and they endeavour to avert the sneers 
of their associates by every sarcasm which ill nature or disappoint- 
ment can invent against the sex which man was bom to fileasc. 

In the morning of life our path is strewed with flowers, and 
in every breeze we scent the perfume of the bower — we commence 
the career with no care for the future and no of the past. 

A prospect is presented to our delighted eyes, where every ob- 
ject smiles in the verdure of spring, and the intermediate plain is 
covered with fragrant blossoms which gladden the eye and invite 
the hand. A chilling winter succeeds. The decayed branches* 
stript of their gay ornaments, tremble in the blast; artd the earth 
is strewed with leaves, which present a melancholy picture of their 
former animation. 

A universal gloom overspreads the face of nature. The soli- 
tary inhabitant of the grove retraces the path in which he was wont 
to stray, but his ear is no longer saluted by the matin song of the 
lark, nor the hymn of the nightingale. He stands alone like the 
blighted oak in the middle of an extensive plain. He murmurs 
at his lot, but reflects not that he has occasioned the evils which 
he laments. He neglected to gather the violets and the roses 
which were spread in wanton profusion around his hut, and to 
strew his couch with the blooming flowers of th* spring. But now, 
when the reeds which formerly whispered the accents of love, re- 
spire naught but the harsh and dissonant sounds of withered old 
age, he complains of his dreary condition, and vainly sighs at the 
remembrance of days that are gone. 

Such is the cheerless condition of some whom I number 

among the friends of my youth. One of this class whose brilliant 
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talents have always commanded my admiration, and whose amia- 
ble disposition has endeared him to my heart, is the frequent com- 
panion of my walks. In his youth, none could vie with him in the 
grace of his person; and few surpassed him in the vivacity of his 
conversation. The strength of his understanding commanded the 
respect of his superiors, while the urbanity of his deportment irre- 
sistibly won their regard. Such a character could not mingle in 
the circles of fashion without attracting the attention of the fair. 
I have frequently heard him describe, with a sort of melancholy 
satisfaction, the pleasures which he enjoyed, when every counte- 
nance greeted him with the cordial smile of welcome. Many a 
languishing eye endeavoured to allure him, and many a sigh soli- 
cited a responsive feeling. But Apollo had visited his visions, and 
his fancy had formed a picture which the creations of nature could 
not realize. His bosom glowed with the warmest ardour towards 
one who existed but in the ardent conceptions of a luxuriant ima- 
gination. He sought her in the retired seclusion of rustic simpli- 
city, where the mantling blush bespeaks a bosom untutored in the 
snares of art, and unskilled in the guile of deception. But the 
genius of fastidiousness guided his footsteps, and his pursuit was 
vain. By the courtesy of the world he is now saluted as an old ba- 
chelor; and while his bosom is fraught with the finest feelings of 
philanthropy, he is accused of moroseness and discontent 

Others, again, live a life of celibacy from various causes of a 
different nature. The fickleness of one, the folly of another, or 
the ingratitude of a third, all conspire to prevent them from en- 
gaging in those ties which are only to be loosened by an eternal 
separation. 

But it is neither consistent with the obligations of duty, nor a 
rational estimate of happiness, that man should live alone. It is 
true that in solitude we are rfemoved from many of the distractions 
a i' cares which agitate the mind and perplex the brain. We avoid 
those seductive temptations which are spread to ensnare the heed- 
less steps of the unwary. But it is worthy of consideration whe- 
ther it be just to enjoy the advantages of society without endea- 
vouring to repay the debt by the exertion of those faculties with 
which we are endowed. No man can live without the aid of others: 
and if he examine his inclinations and his appetites, he must dis- 
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<Jover that he was not made for himself, but for society. He is a 
member of one large family, and he should contribute his mite to- 
wards the support, the comfort, and happiness of those who sur- 
round him. It is not sufficient that by diligent perseverance he 
acquire the arts of eloquence, the charms of poetry, or the solidity 
of learning. The most cultivated understanding, the most bril- 
liant talents, are no otherwise useful nor honourable than as they 
contribute to the prosperity of government aud the welfare of so- 
ciety. He who cherishes the better dispositions of the heart, is 
more laudably employed than the leader of a senate or the con- 
queror of kingdoms. This is the only true and permanent honour, 
which erects a monument more desirable tha* the marble of Paria. 
Nature herself teaches us that there are seasons when the glare 
4>f the world has lost its power of delighting the soul; when the ear 
becomes deaf to the plaudits of a noisy world, and the pulse ofiam- 
bition no longer throbs. The statesman abandons the unsteady 
helm, and the soldier forsakes the tented field, that they may seek 
the sweets of happiness amidst the tranquil pleasures of a domes* 
tic fire-side. It is there, when the voice of acclamation is silent, 
and the pomp of the world no longer imposes, that man is truly 
^een — it is there alone that the delicious draught of felicity may 
be tasted. 

Such a man does not sullenly withdraw himself from the so- 
cial circle, where the best affections of the heart are cherished; 
but he cheerfully mingles with the crowd. He sympathises in 
the sorrows qf them that mourn , and his heart is elevated when 
the rumour of glad tidings is heard. At the close of a well-spent 
life he does not exclaim, with the aged patriarchs, that few and 
evil have'been the days of the years of his pilgrimage, nor has he 
any wo-fraught periods to be beguiled by the adventitious glare of 
wealth and the adulation of surrounding sycophants. Cheerful- 
ness sits by his wicker chair, and Hospitality with the liberal horn 
of Plenty is his cup-bearer. 


Inscription over the door of a Milk-seller. 

LAO MIHI MON & STATE NOVUM, NON FRIGORE BEFIT. 

2 firg. Eel. 22. 
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ELOQUENCE OF THE BRITISH FARLIAMENT. 

( Concluded ) 

The following example will eonvey some idea of the power with which he. 
Mr. Pitt> recapitulated and accumulated his reasonings upon the hoose at the close 
of an oration, contriving at the same time to escape from any thing like a specific 
pledge, and skilfully reserving to himself a discretion, as to the oourse which in 
future circumstances he might find it expedient to select. This peroration is 
from the speech which called forth the foregoing example of Mr. Fox’s ele* 
qupnee. 

•* If we pom pare this view of our situation with every thing we can observe 
©f the state and condition of our enemy; if we can trace him labouring under 
equal difficulty in finding men to recruit his army, or money to pay it, if we 
know that in foe course of the last year the most vigorous efforts of military 
conscription were scarcely sufficient to replace to the French armies, at foe end 
of the campaign, the numbers which the}* had lost in the course of it, if we 
Rave seen that this force, then in possession of advantages which it has since 
lost, was unable to contend with the efforts of the combined armies; if we know 
that even while supported by the plunder of all foe countries which they bad 
overrun, their troops were reduced, by the confessiou of their commanders, to 
the extremity of distress, and destitute, not only of foe principal articles of 
military supply, but almost of foe necessaries of life; if we see them now driven 
back within their own frontiers, and confined within a country, whose own re- 
sources have long sinee been proclaimed by their successive governments to be 
Unequal either to paying or maintaining them; if we observe, that since the last 
revolution, no one substantial or effectual measure has been adopted to remedy 
the intolerable disorder pf their finances, and to supply the deficiency of their 
credit and resources; if we see through large and populous districts of France, 
either open war levied against foe present usurpation, or evident marks of dis- 
union and distraction whiph the first occasion may call forth into a flame; if, I 
pay, sir, this comparison be just, I feel myself authorised to conclude from it, 
not that we are entitled to consider ourselves certain of ultimate suocess, nor 
that we are to suppose ourselves exempted from the unforeseen vieassitndes of 
war; but that, considering the value of the object for which we are contending, 
the’ means for supporting foe contest, and the probable course of human events, 
we should be inexcusable, if at this moment we were to relinquish the struggle 
pn any grounds short of entire and complete security; that from perseverance 
in pur efforts under such circumstances, we have the fairest reason to expect 
the full attainment of our object; but that at all events, even if we are disap- 
pointed in our more sanguine hopes, we are more likely to gain than to lose by 
the continuation of the contest; that every month to which it is continued; even 
if it shpuld not in its effects lead to the final destruction of the jacobin system, 
must tend so far to weaken and exhaust it, as to give us at least a greater com. 
parative security in any termination of foe war; that, pu these grounds, this is 
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not the moment at which it is consistent with our interest or our duty to listen 
to any proposals of negoeiation with the present ruler of France; hut that we 
are not therefore pledged to any unalterable determination as to our future con- 
'duct; that in this we must be regulated by the course of events; and that it will 
be the duty of his majesty’s ministers, from time to time, to adapt their mea- 
sures to any variation of circumstances; to consider how far the effects of the 
militsny operations of the allies, or of the internal disposition of France, corres- 
pond with our present expectations; and, on a view of the whole, to compare 
the difficulties or risks which may arise in the prosecution of the contest, 
with the prospect of ultimate success, or of the degree of advantage to be deriv- 
ed from its further continuance, and to be governed by the result of all these 
considerations, in the opinion and advice which they may offer to their sove- 
reign.” 

The eloquence of Mr. Sheridan differed from that of Mr. Pitt, as well as 
from that of his friend and partisan, Mr. Fox; but, though dissimilar to both, 
was perhaps inferior to ueither, 

Mr. Sheridan was rather a great orator, than a great debater. We are 
sorry to speak of him In the past tense: but, unfortunately for his country, and 
for the honour of eloquence and pure taste, be is now no longer in parliament* 
He was, we repeat it, a great orator, rather than a great debater. Unlike the 
generality of those who have enjoyed a distinction in the house of commons he 
seemed to consider parliamentary eloquence more as a pursuit of pleasure, than 
as a matter of business. Not that he arrived, without long and severe toil, at 
the excellence which he ultimately reached, but it was like the toil of the sports- 
man, a favourite exercise. The chief characteristic of his genius was imagina* 
tion; and lie possessed it in every variety of brilliant metaphor and playful wit. 
But he never permitted it to wander beyond the bounds which sound judgment 
prescribes to the display of such qualities in public speaking. He never swelled 
his solemnity into bombast, nor degraded his humour into buffoonery. He 
never overlaid his argument with ponderous words or tawdry conceits. All 
was forcible, graceful, and chaste: nervous without impetuosity; natural without 
carelessness, and correct without pedantry. His chef d’oeuvre as an orator is 
generally considered to be the speech which he delivered in the house of com- 
mons on the charge against Mr. Hastings, respecting the Begum princesses; a 
speech of such trsnsccndant ability, that, when he concluded it, the members 
are said to have risen with one accord from their seats, and crowded into the 
middle of the floor; as though some supernatural fury had seized and scattered 
them; and Mr. Pitt moved an immediate adjournment, on the ground that it 
would be improper to allow a di virion, while the minds of all present were un- 
der the influence of the fever, excited by the unparalleled eloquence which 
they had just heard. 

These were the principal speakers in the English house of commons, when 
the union of Great Britain and Ireland brought a kindred race of orators to the 
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parliament of the empire. Among those who hare thus transferred themselves, 
there is one who stands proudly eminent, not only from the reputation which 
he acquired during his long and active services in the Irish legislature, but like- 
wise from the striking exhibitions of *ale.>t which, since his accession to the 
uoited parliament, he has made on behalf of the catholics of his native country. 
We need not add, that we are speaking of Mr. Grattan. 

Of that species of eloquence which has been denominated, **r’ 

Irish, the speeches of Mr. Grattan have always seemed^ to us to furnish the most 
perfect examples. By Irish eloquence, we mean that perpetual flow of bright 
thoughts and appeals to the passions of the hearer, by which the orators of the 
sister kingdom have principally distinguished themselves. It must be allowed, 
that, in all which associate the orator with the poet, they have greatly exoelted 
the natives of Great Britain. They have addressed the fancy, rather than the 
reason; and they have succeeded to admiration. 

But while we are perfectly ready to pay this tribute of our applause to the 
poetical genius of oratory, we cannot help intimating a belief, that this kind of 
genius, unless it be very carefully restrained, will be found, for the most part, 
an impediment to the progress of the orator himself, not only before the rigid 
tribunals of legal wisdom, but even in the debates of parliament. Men go to 
the house of commons to do business, and to do it as quickly as may be. The 
nature of that business at this day is totally different from the nature of the bu- 
siness two hundred years ago. The multiplication of details upon almost every 
political subject, collected on both sides with the most assiduous partiality, — the 
wide extent of our foreign relations, — the immense expansion of our commerce 
and manufactures, — the perpetual irritations of meddling reformers in every de- 
partment, — all concur to increase, in an incalculable proportion, the weight of 
the business which devolves upon a member of parliament Pressed by so 
many demands, he seeks only to get the more important (acts accurately stated, 
and the more material arguments clearly deduced from them. A case it set 
up on one side, and controverted on the other; and scarcely any thing, which 
does not directly tend either to confirm or to confute the chief advocates on one 
of those sides, is deemed germane to the purpose for which the house consders 
itself to be convened. 

It is among those nations, with whom civilization is yet but in its dawn, that 
poetical eloquence principally flourishes. The natives of the east express them- 
selves in parables; and the celebrated speech of Logan, the American Indian, is 
a specimen of the same taste among the inhabitants of an opposite hemisphere. 
The reader, who takes the pains to travel through those imperfect reports 
which remain to us of the parliamentary debates io early times, will find that 
almost all the effusions of the older orators were mere declamations; till, as the 
transferrence of the substantial power from kings to parliaments gradually in- 
creased the business of the two houses, oratory became more dry and grave. 
And \rc are not afraid to affirm, that many of the speeches which, a hundred 
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yean ago, were received with rapturods acclaim, would at this hour be obstructed 
by .innumerable coughs, cries of question, and others of those salutary correctives, 
by which the house is accustomed to cool the ambition of an over zealous as- 
pirant 

The Irish people, who have not yet advanced so far as some of their more 
sedate contemporaries in the path of civilization, are accordingly more tolerant 
of showy rhetoric. Add to this, that they are naturally of a warmer tempera- 
ment than their eastern and northern neighbours: and when these circumstan- 
ces are taken into account, it will be matteb of little surprise that extensive al- 
lowances are made among them even for deficiency or fallacy of argument, 
where the failure appears to be redeemed by any brilliant or pathetic effusion 
of fancy or of sentiment. 

The two great Irish orators, however, who preceded Mr. Grattan— we 
mean Mr. Burke and Mr. Sheridan, — had lived so long among the English, 
even before they had seats in the house of commons, that they had, perhaps, 
acquired something of the English character; and were enabled to prune what- 
ever may have been naturally efflorescent in the fertility of their imaginations. 
Their eloquence, in truth, was on the English model, only a little heightened 
and adorned by occasional touches of Irish pathos or fancy. And Mr. Grattan, 
though he made his appearance in the united parliament without having possess- 
ed exactly the same advantage, had enjoyed the benefit of a long service aa the 
leader of opposition in Ireland, and must neeessarily have learnt, from the expe- 
rience of that troblesome honour, how much more powerfully divisions are influ- 
enced by argument than by poetry. After such a probation, and with the clear- 
sighted understanding which he possessed from nature, it was not to be suppos- 
ed, that he would rush into idle and speculative declamation, to the neglect of 
the main business in hand. Nor, in point of fact, do we remember to have de- 
tected him in such aberrations. But still his eloquence differed from that of 
Burke and of Sheridan, in that it was not, like theirs, an English style adorned 
and heightened with poetical ornaments; but a style naturally Irish, reduced 
and chastened to purposes of practical utility. We seldom remember to have 
witnessed a more universal Sentiment of admiration in an audience, than that 
which manifested itself on the night of his first speech in the English house of 
commons. This sentiment, if possible, he has heightened rather than diminish- 
ed by his subsequent exertions. 

If we were to point out any one characteristic of his style, as distinguishing 
it more particularly than the rest, we should select his propensity to antithesis. 
Whatever may be the objections to this seductive vice in -writing, its use and 
effect in speaking are, we apprehend, too obvious to be questioned. A reader 
may be eloyed by it in a long treatise.— and then it must alienate instead of se- 
eming him,— but in speaking, where it is so extremely difficult to fix the hearer, 
the moat useful arts are those which lay the strongest temporary hold upon hit 
attention. Mr. Grattan’s employment of antithesis is singularly striking and 
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brilliant, and arms his sentences with a point which penetrates wherever it is 
aimed. These polished and epigrammatic passages are, however, often inter* 
spersed with others of a loftier and more interesting character; for it U one of 
the greatest charms of his eloquence, that it displa y§ a heart of rare and genuine 
benevolence. There is, in his speeches, an impassioned earnestness of virtue, a 
noble simplicity of feeling and principle, which all the flimsy romancers of a 
whole century would never reach, in their fullest flow of sensitive common -place. 
With such an honesty of nature, —with such a warmth of heart,— with a judg- 
ment thus matured by practice,— With an imagination so lively, — and with so 
exquisite a polish of diction, — Mr. Grattan has ‘occupied an eminence in the 
united parliament, scarcely less distinguished than that which he possessed in 
the legislature of his native island. 

The last-risen of the luminaries in that great constellation, of which we 
have been thus endeavouring to furnish some account, is Mr. Canning. 

Having neither acquaintance nor connexion, direct nor indirect, with this 
eminent statesman, we shall not fear to be convicted of partiality, when we de- 
clare it as our firm opinion,— an opinion, not made up hastily, nor without care- 
ful observation, — that of all the speakers whom it has ever been our good for- 
tune to hear, Mr. Canning possesses, in the highest perfection, the greatest num- 
ber of those qualifications which constitute a first-rate orator. With the argu- 
mentative wit, the classical polish, and the lively feeling peculiar to himself, he 
unites the analytical logic of Mr. Fox, and the comprehensive scope, lucid ar- 
rangement, and splendid potentiality of phrase, which distinguished the style of 
Mr. Pitt. Nullum feri eloquentue genu* non tetigit: nullum quod tetigit, non 
ornavit . 

Ail this is the more extraordinary, because we remember Mr. Canning, 
after he had been several years in parliament, not only not a first, but scarcely 
even a second-rate speaker. We remember him, injudicious in his argument, 
and intemperate in his declamation; and scarcely even able to attain the anima- 
tion necessary to fix the attention of the house, without lashing and spurring 
himself into an artificial heat. We certainly little expected, at that time, to sec 
him, what wc conceive him at present to be, the most consummate orator of the 
cultivated age in which he flourishes. 

A great command of language is apt to betray the speaker into one of these 
two vicious habits, either a measured melody, so regularly recurring as to be- 
come unpleasing by its mouotony; or a rush of language without modulation, 
degenerating into familiar and conversational solecism. But Mr. Canning’s flu- 
ency is free from both these defects. It is harmonious without monotony, and 
easy without negligence. Sometimes, for a few successive sentences, the round- 
nest and fulness of the melody remind us of Mr. Pitt’s sonorous majesty: then, 
as the tenour of the argument demands a simpler or lighter treatment, the un- 
studied happinesses, or the terse humour of the “ elder time,” interweave them- 
selves in the phraseology; and the charms of each style are relieved, not by a 
contrast of barrenness and poverty, but by a change of excellence. 
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To tliose who are not experimentally acquainted with the almost magical 
effect of Mr. Canning's oratory, this praise may appear excessive. We have but 
one apology to offer — our conviction of its strict justice. In an advocate, it 
might be more prudent to be less panegyrical; but we have here no duty to 
perform, except to our readers; and that duty bids us speak what we believe to 
be truth without modification or reserve. 

We have thus presented, as we flatter ourselves, a tolerably faithful, though 
a brief, account of the state of oratory in the British house of commons, during 
the zenith of Mr. Windham's fame. The powers of those miuds, which death 
ha9 now snatched from the world, we have endeavoured to illustrate by charac- 
teristic quotations, as well as by general analyses of 9tyle: and we have describ- 
ed with the strictest impartiality, the speakers who still remain to their country, 
although we have thought it premature to present particular specimens of their 
matter or manner. We shall conclude with a review of the oratorical talents 
of Mr. Windham himself, and with such selections from authenticated copies of 
his speeches, ss appear to us the best calculated to convey to our readers a just 
conception of his style, both in thinking and in expressing himself. 

The great and leading principle of his politics, his jealousy of the honour 
and virtue of his country, was perpetually displaying itself in the strain of his 
eloquence, to which it imparted a lofty and sustained animation. Thus, in his 
speech on the peace of Amiens, after a few general reasonings upon the gain 
and loss of wars he exclaims, 

“We are not, according to the present fashion, to fall to calculating, and 
to ask ourselves, what is the value at market of such and such an object, and 
how much it will oost us to obtain it. If these objects alone were at stake, I 
should adroit the principle in its full force; and should be among the first to de- 
clare, that no object of mere pecuniary value could ever be worth obtaining at 
the price of a war; but when particular points of honour are at stake, as at 
Nootka or the Falkland islands, (without inquiring whether, in those cases, the 
point of honour was either well chosen or rightly estimated;) and still more 
where general impression, where universal estimation, where the conception to 
he formed of the feelings, temper, power, policy, and views of a great nation, 
are in question, there, to talk of calculating the loss or profit of possessions, to 
which these considerations may be attached, by their price at market, or the 
value of their fee simple, is like the idea of Dr. Swift, when he is comparing 
the grants to the duke of Marlborough with the rewards of a Roman conqueror, 
and estimates the crown of laurel at two-pence." 

Again, in the same speech, we have a fine specimen of spirited morality: 

“ However true it may be, that the example of France ought to serve as 
the strongest antidote to its poison, and that it does so in fact in the minds of 
many, yet it is equally true, that, in another view, and to many other persona, 
it operates in a directly contrary way, not aa a warning, but as an incitement 
VOL. I. 3r 
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What I am now speaking of is, however, not the danger of the political princi- 
ples of France, but the still sorer and more dreadful danger of her morals. 
What are we to think of a country that, having struck oat of men’s minds, as 
hr as it has the power to do so, all sense of religion, and all belief uf a future 
life, has struck out of its system of civil policy, the institution of marriage? That 
has formally, professedly, and by law, established the connexion of the sexes 
upon the footing of an unrestrained concubinage? That has turned the whole 
country into one universal brothel? That leaves to every man to take, and to get 
rid of a wife, (the fact, I believe, continues to be so) and a wife, in like manner, 
to get rid of her husband, upon less notice than you can, in this country, of a 
ready-fcfaished lodging? 

“ Do we suppose it possible, that with an intercourse subsisting, such as, 
we know, will take place between Great Britain and France, the morals of this 
country shall continue what they have been? Do we suppose that when this 
* Syrui in Tiberim defluxit Orontet ,* when that • revolutionary stream,* the 
Seine, charged with all the colluvies of Paris, with all the filth and blood of that 
polluted city, shall have turned its current into the Thames, that the waters of 
our fair domestic flood can remain purr and wholesome as before? Do we sup- 
pose these things can happen? Or is it, that we are indifferent whether they 
happen or not; and that the morals of the country are no longer an object of 
our concern?” 

The quality of Mr Windham’s eloquence, which we regard as the next in . 
value, is the logical connexion and judicious disposition of his arguments. Of 
that excellence, however, it would obviously be impossible to comprise a speci- 
men in these pages, inasmuch as such merits are, in tlicir very nature, diffused 
through an entire speech, and perceptible only by observation of its tenour as a 
whole. 

Perhaps, for a popular assembly, the style of Mr. Windham was some- 
times too metaphysical, but on many occasions his philosophy was usefully ex- 
ercised, iu clearing the w ay for his argument, and raising the curiosity of the 
house. 

t% The great division of mankind,” says he iu his speech on the peaee of 
Amiens, “ into those who were formed to govern, and those who were born only 
to obey, wa# never more strongly exemplified than by the French nation, and 
those who have sunk, or ere sinking, under their yoke. Let us not suppose, 
therefore, that, while these qualities, combined with these purposes, shall con- 
tinue to exist, they will ever cease, by night or by day, io peace or in war, to 
work their, natural effect,— to gravitate towards their proper centre;— or that 
the bold, the proud, the digniGed, the determined, those who -.rill great thiogs, 
and will stake their existence upon the accomplishment of what they have will- 
od, shall not finally prevail over those, who act upon the very opposite feelings; 
who will * never push their resistance beyond their convenience;* who askfor 
nothing but case and safety; who look only to stave off the 'evil for the present 
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da y, aod will take no heed of what may befal them on the morrow. We are 
therefore, in effect, at war at this moment; and the only question is, whether 
the war, that will henceforward proceed under the name of peaoe, is likely to 
prove less operative and fatal, than that which has hitherto appeared in its na- 
tural and ordinary shape.*' 

It has become a fashion to say, that the eloquence of the house of com- 
mons is rapidly waning, — that a dark age is come upon us,— -and that no rays of 
early genius are dawning to revive the glories that are gone. If it entered into 
the plan of the prepent article to analyze and portray the powers of the leading 
speakers of the preaetU day, we should have little difficulty in refuting this pre- 
judice. We would solicit the “ laudato res temporia actC* to reflect, that ora- 
tors, who, in the time of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, had not enjoyed the opportu- 
nity and practice essential to excellence, and who were therefore, <*t that period, 
inferior and inconsiderable men, have since improved and ripened their faculties. 
We could illustrate from various instances, and especially from the last two 
years of Mr Perceval's life, the satisfactory axiom, that great occasions are sure 
to kindle great talents. And we might finally console the apprehensions of our 
readers, by specifically .reminding them, that the voice of Mr. Grattan is 
not yet mute; that Mr. Canning is in the fall maturity of his. genius; and that 
the early and brilliant eloquence of Mr. Ward affords additional assurance of a 
legitimate succession to the honours of the departed great. 


WALTER SCOTT. 

It is Affirmed by one of the London critics that this distin- 
guished poet fell in the “ Field of Waterloo.” Our readers will 
scarcely expect from us, at this distance, a contradiction. of so po- 
sitive an assertions for we have no proof on our side of the wa- 
ter, and we know that William Shakspeare, a very knowing man, 
though he was a sheep&tealer, has deposed that when a man's 
brains are out there's an end of him. It would, therefore, he quite 
idle to produce his description of the very battle in which he is 
said to have fallen , as a proof that he is still in the possession of a 
mens aana in corftore mno. When we read this production, we 
suspected that he had been slaughtered by one of our wilderness 
warriors, who are incited to desperate deeds in combat, by the be* 
lief that they will inherit the courage and the genius, as well as 
the arms of the slain. We were convinced, that some ass had 
<Mothed himself in the lion’s skin. We searched the official list 
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of the killed and wounded, but could not find his name, and as he 
continued to vociferate like bonest John Partridge, the almanac 
maker, 44 ho, all alive, ho ! I am the true Partridge, your old 
friend the almanac maker, notwithstanding all the arts of the 
Pope and the Pretender,”* — we were compelled to admit, that this 
distinguished poet might yet be among the living. But, while we 
read this composition, which we must believe belongs to his pen, 
for we would not rob him of his due, like the wicked wights of the 
Tattler, in their nefarious plot against the poor star-gazer, we 
were irresistibly reminded of Puff, in the Critic: 

44 What the plague! three morning guns! ay, this is 

always the way — give these fellows a good thing, and they never 
know when to have done with it.” 

So it is with our border-poet He has been so much in the 
habit of living upon his capital instead of the interest, that we 
may expect every day to behold him a poetical bankrupt; or, 
44 clearing out ” to adopt a very familiar phrase in the settling of a 
Baltimore docket. One would actually suppose that he was tired 
of popular applause: that the hie est , of Horace no longer animat- 
ed his pen, but that he had determined to ascertain how far he 
might draw upon public favour, without reducing his credit. Like 
the very Corsican, whom he has assailed in such keen Iambics, 
he is treading on dangerous ground, and risking every thing on 
the turn of a die. The fate of this great leader, who was so fear- 
ed and so honoured while Victory harnessed her horses to bis car, 
ought to be a lesson to the poet. He has been surrounded with 
glittering stars and imperial plumes: he has been loaded with or- 
ders of merit: crowns have adorned his triumphant brows, and 
sceptres have acknowledged his sway: he has made and unmade 
mighty men, and held whole continents in his grasp. We hope 
the parallel may not be carried further. The hero who dictated 
bis own terms to every potentate, is now an outcast from the ci- 
vilized world. Personal devotion is not so lavish as that with 
which we regard the splendour and power of the imperial dia- 
dem. One unlucky slip is generally sufficient to overturn the 
idol of the day, and our poet has been twice unfortunate. If he is 
not dead he is at least down t and we understand that his publisher 

• Vide the Taller, No. 99, 118, fcc. 
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intends to apply to the commissioners of the charitable fund, for 
the relief of the sufferers by the battle of Waterloo. We do not 
introduce the following lines for the malicious purpose of injur- 
ing the claim; but merely because it is probable, that Mr. Scott, 
like lord Lovat, would prefer being hung in a silken cord. 

Late from the regions of the north 
A writer suddenly burst forth: 

Whose works the silly crowd admire 
And slight the masters of the lyre, 

To whom those honours should belong 
That mark the genuine sons of song, 

And Taste must sigh where’er they grace 
The pigmies of a bastard race. 

The shade of Milton now in rain 
Points to his noble epic strain; 

Dryden with all his force and fire, 

In dull oblivion may expire; 

Pope, who pursued great Dry den’s coarse. 

With purer taste and kindred force. 

The lofty and the tender Gray, 

That glowing Pindar of his day, 

Must now in silence yield to fate. 

Decreed by Fashion out of date. 

E’en he whom ev’ry age sludl deem 
The orb of poesy supreme, 

His faded honours doom’d to hide. 

May sink beneath his Avon’s tide. 

Neglected or forgotten quite, 

’Mid flashes of this northern light. 

Yet when th’ intrinsic worth we weigh 
Of him who thus the crowd can sway. 

We find descriptive skill, *tis true. 

But nothing excellent or new. 

Nothing, in purpose, or in plan, 

To aid our views of life and man, 

Nothing that Reason ought to prize. 

To make us happy, good and wise. 

Nothing of spirit, interest, power 
To sooth a duil and weary hour. 

And though the vast historic field, 

A host of characters might yield, 
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To grace the proudest epic page. 

In many a clime and many an age. 

Not e'en within his native place, 

Long famous for a noble race. 

Who themes present of bold emprise, 

§ Heroic, loyal, just and wise, 

A worthy model could he find 
For Glory's course to train the mind: 
But forms a ruffian merely brave, 

A compound else of fool and knave, 
(Who, such the wisdom he can boast. 

At midnight roves to fight a ghost. 

Or, to be more precisely right. 

To shed the Mood of elfin knight), 

A wretch so truly mean and base. 

So void of all the hero's grace. 

He scorns each tender sacred daira> 

A noble rival to defame. 

And stoops, in vile pursuit of gain, 

To deeds we view with high disdain; 

Nay, on such monstrous deeds to think. 
Must make the heart with horror shrink. 

Such is the hero of his tale, 

A subject fitter for the jail. 

Or rather for the penal string, 

Than-for the heavily Muse to sing. 

'Tis strange, indeed, that e'er the Muse 
Should such an odious hero choose. 

Unless to form a proper mate 
For Fielding' s Jonathan the Great* 

His fable too, absurd and wild. 

Can hardly gratify a child, 

Perplex’d, disjointed, and obsoure. 

More fit to puzzle than allure; 

And if we chance the clue to keep. 

It ouly winds us into sleep. 

Taste must proclaim his uncouth rhyme 
The refuse of contemptuous Time. 
Turrets, portcullis, rusty arms. 

Dwarfs, wizards, his poetio charms; 

Hostel and wassail, ruffians’ brawls. 

And donjon keeps, and mouldering walls. 
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Banners, ’scutcheons, squires and knights, 

A tedious round of feasts and lights, 

A labour’d show of heralds lore. 

And all repeated o’er and o’er, 

’Till patienee can endure no more. 

But still, amidst this musty roll. 

Discreetly scatter’d through the whole, 

We find a heap of aneient names, 

Of force to catch weak lords and dames, 

And make them spread the works that praise 
Their boasted sires of former days. 

Works adding to the nurse’s store 
Dull echoes of dull tales of yorr. 

Such is the poet and his lay, 

The new*hlown bubble of the day; 

Of powers a lamentable waste. 

The bigot of a barbarous taste, 

Traditionary, dull and tame. 

Though gifted with a native flame; 

Who could have reach’d a noble height, 

Had taste and judgment track’d his flight, 

A ballad-monger now at best. 

In motley trappings quaintly dress’d. 

And like the boy that mock’d the stage, 

An idol of fantastic rage, 

Of fashion once the favourite theme. 

And seon the phantom of a dream. 


FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

SOME ACCOUNT OF SUSQUBHANNAH COUNTY; ACCOMPANIED BY A 
VIEW OF SILVER LAKE, THE SEAT OF ROBERT H. ROSE, ESQ. 

Silver Lake, in Susquehannah county, is a beautiful sheet 
of spring water, of about a mile in length, of great depth, and 
abounding with fish of various kinds. We are informed that 
eight years ago there was not a tree cut down within seven miles 
of the spot on which this elegant edifice is built. Within that 
space at present, are several hundred farms, cleared and cultivated 
by industrious settlers, principally from the eastern states. It is 
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truly delightful to see with what rapidity the improvements of our 
country advance, and how perfectly the means of comfort and in- 
dependence are within the reach of the humblest of our citizens. 

The mansion of which we give a view is the residence of one 
of the earliest and the most brilliant of the supporters of this 
journal.^ When we view our poetical friend retiring from the 
bustle, the triclts and the heartlcssness of the world to the tran- 
quillity of sylvan shades, devoting the rich resources of his mind 
to the cultivation of the earth, wc can scarcely conceive the ex- 
ultation with which he may survey the wilderness of yesterday trans- 
formed into sloping lawns and smiling vales*, covered with verdure 
and blossoming with the rose. To describe such scenes and such 
inhabitants, the traveller will invoke the muse of Thomson: 

The full of kings, 

The rage of nations, and the crush of states. 

Move not the Man, who, from the world escap'd, 

In still retreats, and flowery solitudes, 

To Nature’s voice attends, from month to mouth, 

And day to day, thro’ the revolving year; 

Admiring, sees her in her every shape; 

Feels all her sweet emotions at his heart; 

Takes what she liberal gives, nor thinks of more. 

He, when young Spring protrudes the bursting gems, 

Marks the first bud, and sucks the healthful gale 
Into his freshen’d soul; her genial hours 
He full enjoys; and not a beauty blows, 

And not an opening blossom breathes, in rain. 

In Summer he, beneath the living shade. 

Such as o’er frigid Tempe w ont to wave, 

Or Heraus cool, reads what the Muse of these 
Perhaps has in immortal numbers sung ; 

Or what she dictates writes; and, oft an eye 
Shot rouad, rejoices in the vigorous year. 

When Autumn’s yellow lustre gilds the world. 

And tempts the sickled swain into the field, 

. Seiz’d by the gencrid joy, his heart distends, 

With gentle throes; and, thro* the tepid gleams 
Deep-musing, then he best exerts his sang, 

FW’n \\ inter wild to him is full of bliss, 

The mighty tcihpest* and the hoary waste. 

Abrupt and deep, stretch’d o’er the buried earth, 
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Awake to solemn thought At night the skies. 

Disclos'd and kindled, by refining frost. 

Pour every lustre on th' exalted eye. 

A friend , a book , the stealing hours secure , 

And nuirk them down for wisdom. 

For the following short sketch of the country in which Silver 
Lake is situated, we are indebted to a friend, whose knowledge of 
the subject, is at the same time minute and abundant. 

Susquehannah county, in the state of Pennsylvania, is situa- 
ted on the line dividing that commonwealth from the state of New 
York. It is about thirty-four miles in length, by twenty-four 
miles in breadth, and contains upwards of half a million of acres. 
The population is about fifteen hundred taxables, or between se- 
ven and eight thousand souls. There is perhaps no county in the 
state of Pennsylvania that contains a greater proportion of good 
land — the soil is a loam, about eighteen inches deep. The pro- 
duce of the land is, in general, abundant both in grain, and 
grass, especially the latter. The timber is of great variety, but 
principally beech, sugar maple, hemlock, ash, birch, linden, cher- 
ry, chestnut, oak and white pine. No country abounds more with 
springs and streams. The water is remarkably good. The 
country is uneven, being formed into hills and dales, with very 
little interval or flat land. There are no swamps, no stagnant 
waters, no musquetoes. A fever and ague, or intermittent fever, 
is unknown throughout’ that part of the state of Pennsylvania in 
which the beech constitutes the predominant timber. 

There is one turnpike finished, and three others commenced, 
in Susquehatinah county. The one. finished, begins at the Great 
Bend of the Susquehannah river, over which there is a bridge, 
and extends to Newburgh, on the North River, in the state of 
New York. Of the others, one passes from the north west part 
of the county to Milford, on the Delaware river. This, when 
finished, will connect the Oswego turnpike in the state of New 
York, with the one leading through New Jersey* and form the 
most direct communication between the city of New York and the 
western parts of that state. Another road is laid from the twenty- 
eighth mile stone on the state line to Wjlkesbarre, where it inter- 
sects the turnpike road leading to Easton, on the way to PhiladeJ- 
vol. i. 3 s 
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phia. Another turnpike is laid from Wilkesbarre to the Great 
Bend turnpike. Besides these roads, the state has laid out one, 
which commences in Susquehannah county, and passes in a west- 
ern course, through all the counties on the northern line of the 
state. 

Montrose, the capital of Susquehannah county, is situated 
nearly in its centre, and at the intersection of the turnpike leading 
to the city of New York, with the one leading to Philadelphia. 
The village is at present but small, containing about twenty 
houses, together with a neat court-house. When these roads shall 
be finished, it is expected the village will improve rapidly in con- 
sequence of its eligible situation. The fortunate position of Sus- 
quehannah county, equally remote from the frontier on the one 
hand, and the seaboard on the other, appears to ensure its tran- 
quillity; and the losses and disturbances of the late war were 
known there only by the arrivals of the mail. 

Seven years ago, within the limits of Susquehannah county, 
there were scarcely two hundred families. There are now seven 
fold that number. From this small and quiet county, we may form 
some idea of the immense increase of population in the interior 
of the United States. With what pride may not an American 
contemplate the rapid march of his country to power! Should 
that Being, with whom is the destiny of all things, inspire our 
public councils with wisdom, and teach our citizens to estimate 
and guard, in a proper manner, the blessings which they enjoy, 
the mind can scarcely conceive the magnificent spectacle, which, 
before the close of the present century, this country wiU exhibit 
to the world. 

CHANGE OF TIMES. 

F.rance has changed , since the reign of Francis /, when it was a 
common firoverb> 

Lever a cinq, diner a neuf, 

Souper d cinq, coucher a neuf, 

Fait vivre d’ans nonante et neuf. 

The following is a Mohawk adage, which we recommend t* 
Ibe attention of our bon vivants: 

Cigarro cismokesi , cisickum , cisfmere , 
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FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF ONE OF THE OFFICERS Of 
THE ARMY, ENGAGED IN THE LATE EXPEDITION AGAINST 
ALGIERS. 

{Continued from p. 298 .) 

This morning we found ourselves at the entrance of the 
straits of Gibraltar (the pillars of Hercules of the ancients) having 
cape Spartel on one side of us and cape Marinal on the other. 
The morning was calm, the sky serene, and the unruffled face of 
the ocean presented a plane of glassy smoothness. The strait 
before us seemed as a narrow defile scarcely sufficient to afford us 
a passage, and, stretching the eye forward, we could see far beyond 
it, the sun rising out of the sea and gilding at once the rocky 
shores of Europe and Africa. The scene was sublime and beau- 
tiful; and the time, the place, the recollections which they recalled* 
all conspired to fill me with enthusiasm. The shores on either 
side presented a various and romantic scenery, though of a harsh 
and forbidding cast; embracing only an immense pile of rocky 
mountains — rising beyond or overhanging each other, and destitute 
of foliage, or affording, at best, but a few parched shrubs — equally 
sublime, yet they are equally wild, savage and sterile. On the 
Spanish side, we could discern a few miserable huts built upon 
the rocks, or in the abysses between them, and here and there a 
mouldering pile, which might once have been the scene of war or 
the sdftt of festivity; or a watch-tower, trembling on the summit of 
a precipice, added variety to the scene. On the Barbary coast, 
we could discover nothing to embellish or enliven the u giant sha- 
dows” that seemed to envelop her sable mountains, except a dis- 
tant view of the town of Tangier, and the smoke of a few straggling 
huts, that seemed to indicate a population among those burning 
sands and precipices that an American would almost shudder to 
look upon. 

Such was the first glance that I obtained of these once rival* 
once powerful, but now degraded countries. It was one of the 
most exquisite moments of my life— such as we are seldom per- 
mitted to taste; but which, when once enjpyed, we never forgefti 
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A tedious and disagreeable voyage was accomplished, during 
which all the elements seemed to have conspired against us — in 
which the only variety was from the experience of one difficulty 
to the anticipation of another; and in which I cannot recall one 
agreeable circumstance or pleasurable emotion. But this was 
past, and we had gained the classic shores of antiquity, and before 
us lay the Greece, the Rome, and the Carthage of other days— 
those sacred spots from which were drawn the origin of all that 
we know ©f religion, war, polity, or the fine arts. A few days 
would bring us, too, to the scene of action and of glory, where we 
expected to reap some of the proudest laurels that ever graced 
the American wreath. The very thought of exploring the classic 
ground that lay in perspective before us, and of gleaning “ repu- 
tation at the cannon's mouth,” on the fields where the heroes of 
ancient story toiled for the same harvest, was ecstacy. But how 
soon were these pleasing anticipations to be changed to the most 
bitter disappointment! Peace was already hovering around us, 
and waiting the moment to blast our fond expectations! 

The following lines from lord Byron’s beautiful but excentric 
poem u Childe Harold,” were recalled to my memory the moment 
I beheld the straits: 

Through Cslpe’s strait* survey the steepy shore; 

Europe and Afric on each other gaze! 

Lands, of the dark-eyed maid and dusky Moor, 

Alike beheld beneath pale Hecate’s blaze; 

How softly on the Spanish shore she plays, 

Disclosing rock, and slope, and forest brown. 

Distinct, though darkening with her waning phase. 

But Mauritania’s giant shadows frown 
From mountain-cliff to coast descending down. 

It is true I did not see the moon playing w softly on the Spa- 
nish side,” nor could I discover among her hideous and barren pre- 
cipices the “ slope and fore, t brown.” But as this part of the 
story was disclosed to his lordship by the moon, it must be consi- 
dered as mere moonshine . Poets, however, must be allowed their 
license, and as their duty is rather to please than to instruct, we 
must permit them sometimes to deviate from the tedious path of 
painful narration in search of pleasing images— to heighten the 
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tints of nature where they are too inanimate— to soften what is rug- 
ged, and supply what is deficient: — in short, like Orpheus, he may 
melt the rocks , and, like Don Quixote, build castles in the air* 
Now if lord Byron had been, like me, a plain soldier M little versed 
in the set phrase of peace” and bound — by the rules and articles of 
war— to speak the words of truth and soberness, he would not have 
called a declivity a “ slope,” nor have dignified a few sun-burnt and 
almost leafless herbs with the title of M forest brown.” But we must 
not cavil at a slight deviation in one who is always candid, and gene- 
rally correct — who is frequently instructive, and ever pleasing. 

A pleasant breeze sprung up about nine o’clock, and, being 
aided by the current which sets into the Mediterranean, we were 
driven rapidly along. On our left we passed Tarifa, formerly a 
place of great strength and importance, but now the retreat only 
of a few fishermen and goatherds. At this place, which is the 
narrowest part of the Straits, the distance across cannot be more 
than five leagues. Along the Spanish coast, at regular distances, 
there are watch-towers erected, for the purpose of communicating 
information, by signal, upon the approach of an Algerine corsair 
or squadron. These resemble in appearance the light-houses on 
our coast* The towering cliffs of Gibraltar had for sonte time 
been in sight, but it was not until we had reached the extremity of 
the Straits that we began to distinguish its features and to recall 
the names of the celebrated places by which it is surrounded. On 
our right was Ceuta point, which, being like Gibraltar a rocky pro- 
montory, projecting into the sea, and joined to the continent of 
Africa by a narrow neck of land, has formerly vied with it in strength 
and importance. This place was first fortified by the Romans, who 
held it for a long time, and under whose government the town in- 
creased in wealth and consequence. On the decline of that em- 
pire it fell under the dominion of the Qoths and Moors, from whom 
it was taken in the year 1414, by John I, of Portugal. When the 
throne of Portugal was usurped, in 1578, by Spain, Ceuta became, 
of course, a Spanish garrison; and, though the crown was after- 
wards recovered by the duke of Braganza, and Portugal re-esta- 
blished as a distinct sovereignty, this place remained in the hands 
of the Spaniards, who, I believe still hold it It was from this place 
that the first descent, that we read of, was made by the Moors upon 
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Spain, under Tarif Ebn Zarca, who, having ravaged the enemy’* 
country, took possession of Mons Calpe, to which his followers 
gave the name of Gibel Tarif, in honour of their thief. Hence we 
have Gibraltar. 

Looking into the bay to our left, we could distinguish, at the 
head of it, the town of Algesiras, seven or eight miles distant. This 
place was built by the Saracens, and designates the spot where they 
first landed in Spain, in the year 711. Under the Moors it became 
a place of great importance, and was, consequently, strongly forti- 
fied and garrisoned. Though frequently besieged by the warlike 
kings of Castile, it never could be taken until the year 1344, when 
most of the sovereigns in Europe interested themselves in the 
siege, by affording succours to the Christian army, under Alonzo 
XI, of Castile. This siege is particularly remarkable, as it is said 
that the first use of cannon was made by the Moors upon the be- 
siegers on this occasion. 

To the northward of Algesiras, upon the banks of the river 
Gaudaranque, are the venerable ruins of Cart&ia, mentioned by 
ancient historians under the names Carteia, Heraclia, and Calpe 
Carteia. Of this celebrated city, which is said to have been built 
by the Phoenicians, scarcely one stone remains upon another U 
mark the spot where it stood. It was once taken and destroyed 
by Hannibal, but when Scipio obliged the Carthaginians to quit 
Spain, was rebuilt by the Romans. It was here that Cneius Pom- 
pey sought a refuge after the memorable battle of Munda. 

We were moving rapidly towapis Gibraltar, with a fine breeze, 
and standing in close to. point Europa, the most southern end of the 
rock, we rode into the bay and came to an anchor under the batte» 
ries. Among the flags displayed from the vessels in port, we dis- 
cerned a number of Americans. There was a British squadrop 
at anchor, consisting of a seventy-four, and several frigates and 
smaller vessels. Among them was the Undaunted, the vessel that 
carried Bonaparte to Elba. 
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FOR THE PORT FOLIO.— REVIEW OF LITERATURE. 

And do you think there* are any who are influenced by thia? 

Oh lud! yea, «n— -the number of thoae, who undergo the fatigue of judging 
for themseWea ia very small iudeed. Sbebidah’s Cbitic. 

Rhymes on Art; or, the Remonstrance of a Painter: in two parts; with notes 
and a preface, including Strictures on the state of the Arts, Criticism, Pa- 
tronage, and Public Taste. By Martin Archer Shee, R. A. From the 
third London edition. Philadelphia: Edward Earle. ISmo. 2 1* 1815. 

The first thing that strikes us as Americans on a perusal of 
this work, is the great importance of its subject. Its object is the 
encouragement of the fine arts generally, and particularly that of 
the graphic muse in Great Britain. If this work has had a valua- 
ble tendency, as we doubt not it has, in a country having little rea- 
son to boast of its productions in the fine arts, when compared 
with other nations of Europe, and with its own reputation in other 
respects, its importance to us, who may justly pride ourselves in 
having given birth to a very uncommon share of genius for paint- 
ing, is too obvious to be overlooked, and we trust, too valuable, to 
be without a due share of encouragement. Having much ground 
of national exultation, in being able to claim some of the most 
distinguished painters who are now enjoying the well-earned re- 
wards of genius in Great Britain, and of others now adding to the 
reputation of their country at home, and having several infant in- 
stitutions of our own, whose object is the protection and advance- 
ment of the fine arts, we observe with peculiar satisfaction, the 
republication here of a work, which, while its “ end and aim” are 
in concurrence with these laudable views, its execution leaves no 
room for apprehension that it will not be eminently subsidiary to 
their promotion. It would be a painful and well deserved reflec- 
tion upon our sensibility to what constitutes a prominent feature 
in the true glory and welfare of every nation, and which hitherto 
does not attach to us, if we should neglect any of the means of 
protection and patronage of the rising arts of our country, that 
may be compatible with the general state of our national improve- 
ment. Though in this respect we have done much, it would be 
disgraceful to us to relax in our efforts. Having given birth to so 
fair a progeny, which presages so much of future usefulness 
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and distinction to our national character reflecting at the same 
time no less credit upon their progenitors, 44 blessing him that 
gives and him that takes,*’ it would be the ground of too much 
accusation against us to our enemies, and of regret to ourselves, 
to suffer them now to shift for themselves, instead of extending 
to them 44 the helping hospitable hand” of paternal protection. 
We trust our conduct will be such as triumphantly to repel the 
satire, and increase our claim to the praise contained in the fol- 
lowing lines of one of our best poets, the lamented Clifton; 

“Jn these cold shades, beneath these shifting skies. 

Where Fancy sickens, and where Genius dies. 

Where few and feeble are the muse’s strains. 

And no “ fine frenx*” riots in the veins, 

There still are found some few, to whom belong 
The fire of Genius and the soul of Song.” 

In the present state of our national improvement, it would be 
very unreasonable to look for instances of such taste and such mu- 
nificence as we find in a Mecxnas, a Lorenzo or a Colbert; yet our 
academies of the fine arts are a gratifying proof that wc may boast 
of many who do not 44 consult Adam Smith for their theory of taste, 
as well as of trade; or consider the price current of the day as 
the only criterion of merit,” while at the same time they justify 
the belief that we have much of the disposition as well as the 
ability to protect and foster the interests of taste. Our West, 
Copely, Trumbull, Stewart, Allston, Vanderlyn, Sully, Peale, Les- 
lie, and many others, may very fairly also be considered as no 
slight evidence that 14 the proffered garland of the Graphic Muse” 
is indigenous to our soil and climate, and that the Genius of Co- 
lumbia has a parental right to it for the decoration of her brows. 
It is our incumbent duty, then, as we trust it will be our pride, to 
prevent this precious offering from withering in the frost of ne- 
glect-— to take care that it be nurtured with the refreshing dew of 
patronage, until it ripen into the full blown maturity of national re- 
nown. 

It is the policy of a great nation, says the author, to be liberal and magnifi- 
cent; to he free of her rewards, splendid in her establishments, and gorgeons in 
her poblick works. These are not the expenses that sap and mine the foundations 
of pnbUc prosperity; that break in upon the eapital, or lay waste the income of 
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ft state; they may be said to arise ia her most enlightened views of general ad* 
vantage; to be among her best and most profitable speculations: they produce 
large returns of respect and consideration from our neighbours and competitors— 
of patriotic exultation among ourselves: they make men proud of their country, 
and, from priding in it, prompt in its defence: they play upon all the chords of 
generous feeling — elevate us above the animal and the machine, and make us 
triumph in tlie powers and attributes of man. 

But above all, let ua endeavour not to merit the admonition 
contained in the following lines of the poet himself, to his own 
countrymen — 

Disdain it not, yc critics, nor decry 

Our country’s arts, nor view with adverse eye. 

Indulgent still, the rigid brow unbeud. 

And e’en in censure, show that you befriend; 

Prize not the skill of foreign realms alone, 

Nor think it tatte to stigmatize your own: 

With generous bias lean to British art. 

And rather wrong your judgment, than your heart. 

If these observations be just in Great Britain, what shall we 
say of ourselves? How many years have elapsed since the con- 
gress voted a monument to the memory of Washington — how long 
has the Cincinnati of this state been proclaiming our shame, by 
begging money for a similar purpose: — look at the laboured argu- 
ment olf more than two newspaper columns from the councils of 
Baltimore, to convince the good folks of that city of the propriety 
of their conduct in ordering a pair of pictures to be drawn, in 
commemoration of their providential escape from the British for- 
ces, in the last war. In Boston and Richmond exertions are ma- 
king to display the nation’s gratitude to the father of our country , 
which are highly honourable to the individuals by whom they were 
suggested. All these schemes should be regarded as so many 
pledges to the world of the taste, the liberality, and the gratitude of 
the American people. No one, therefore, should feel easy until he 
has redeemed them. A moiety of what each man exchanges at a 
July festival, for an aching head and a tlisordered stomach, would 
form an aggregate that would enable us to 

— - " call on Taste to ratify our fame.— p. 15. 

• It would cover the country with memorials which Would ho- 
vol. i. 3 T 
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Hour the dead, and stimulate the living. Let our next national 
holyday be spent in a manner worthy of rational beings. Instead 
of listening to vapid declamations, or €t parading round and round" 
with the shrill fife, and the noisy drum, let us furl our victorious 
stars, and meditate on the memory of Washington. Let the mo- 
ney, which otherwise would have swelled the purse of the publi- 
can, be placed in the hands of trusty persons, to be devoted to 
these laudable uses. I f this suggestion be adopted only in the 
cities which have been mentioned, how much might be contributed 
to this great national object! What a spectacle should we exhibit 
to the world! then indeed might we say in the language of our po- 
et, with slight alterations: 

In fond remembrance flows the grateful tear, 

To think what stars have fallen from our sphere, 

Lo pensive leaning o'er the illumin’d page, 

Where History meditated the madd’ning age, 

And mourns her Washington: while, kind too late. 

She -weeps her Hamilton’s untimely fate ; 

Remorseful owns her blindness, and to Fame 
Consigns with sorrow each illustrous name. p. 16 . 

The following is extracted from the preface to the second edi- 
tion of this poem: 

“ With those who would leave the arts, unassisted, to find their own level 
in society; who consult Adam Smith for their theory of taste, as well as of 
trade; and would regulate the operations of virtu on the principles of the pin 
manufactory, with aU those, in short, to whom this world is but as one vast 
market — a sale shop of sordid interests and selfish gratifications, arguments 
drawn from the importance of the arts as objects of taste and refinement, wiU 
have little weight; and as objects of utility (in the vulgar sense of that word) 
all apprehensions of their decay will appear groundless or exaggerated; hot they 
whose minds are enlarged to general views, who enter into the character of 
those pursuits, and are acquainted with their nature, their history, and their in- 
fluence, will acknowledge their power, and deprecate whatever tends to their 
depression. 

** The level of the arts is not to be looked for in the feelings, nor to be deter- 
mined by the wants and caprices of the million; it is to be found only on the 
summits of civilization— in the affection and admiration of minds elevated to a 
due sense of their value, and satisfied that not to distinguish is to degrade 
them. 
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Upon this the author makes the following note: 

“ It has of late become so much the fashion ip view every thing through the 
commercial medium, and calculate the claims of utility by the scale of “The 
Wealth of Nations,” that it is to be feared, the Muses and Graces will shortly 
be put down as unproductive labours, and the price current of the day be consi- 
dered as the only criterion of merit. 

“ Yet let us not justify the taunts of our rivals, and deliver up all our ideas to 
the dominion of trade; let us reserve a few old-fashioned sentiments, in this ge- 
neral sale of our faculties and understandings; let us, if possible, keep some few 
spots dry in this commercial deluge, upon which Wit, and Taste, and Genius, 
may repose.” 

In a national point of view, as having a powerful tendency to 
promote the advancement of the fine arts in our country, we 
would commend this work in the strongest language of our ap- 
probation. We intend not to engage in a formal review of it; its 
well established reputation rendering such an undertaking perhaps 
unnecessary. But lo the amateurs of the fine arts, and the scho- 
lars of our country, who have not yet seen it — we would not insult 
the artists themselves so much as to presume it has hitherto escaped 
their notice— we would recommend it, as well for its superior ex- 
cellence both of prose and poetic beauty, as for its sound sense and 
discriminating taste. In addition to the poem, whose merit so infi- 
nitely exceeds “ the poverty of its titular pretensions,” to adopt the 
language of one of the critical fraternity, the two prefaces and the 
notes are a rich fund of valuable strictures on the state of the arts, 
criticism, patronage, and public taste, in Great Britain, and are 
among the most admirable specimens of fine writing in our lan- 
guage. 

The limits we have prescribed to ourselves, do not permit us 
to enter into a critical examination of this work: — to state its de- 
fects, if it have any, or enumerate its claims to excellence; though 
the one would be as easy and delightful, as the other would be 
difficult and painful. The same reason too, forbids us from en- 
gaging in any particular comparison of the merits of this work, 
with those of other more popular and fashionable poets of the 
day, and especially of lord Byron, and Walter Scott, or from at- 
tempting to offer our conjectures as to the niches which their re- 
spective authors are destined to occupy in the temple of Fame.— 
Suffice it to say, that if the subject of Mr. Shoe’s u Rhymes an 
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Art,” is of much greater importance to the higher i&terefets of 
state, its admirable execution is no less calculated to promote the 
advancement of letters, than lord Byron’s energetic, though dis- 
mal sketches of character, as exhibited in the modern Greek, or 
“ turban *d Turk,” or than Walter Scott’s picturesque and more 
agreeable delineations of Scottish manners, customs, costumes 
and scenery in the days of border chivalry. As far as we are ac- 
quainted with the writings of lord Byron and Scott, the reigning 
poetical “stars*' of the day, they contain no evidence of any thing 
like the ability for prose composition to which the work before us 
establishes in Mr. Shfce so just a title; and if in bearing a greater 
resemblance in most respects as a poet, than these gentlemen, to 
those great high priests in the school of poetry, Dryden and Pope, 
he may justly challenge some portion of their well-earned fame, 
we hare no hesitation in saying that his chance of immortality, 
rests “up do much better ground than theirs. 

For the information of those who have not yet seen this work, 
We will venture a few remarks on its style. 

There are few things more difficult than to convey any very 
distinct idea of style by mere description. It is not unlike an 
attempt, by such delineation, to give a just conception of the hu- 
man countenance, whose infinitely -multiplied varieties, in spite of 
its many important resemblances, baffle all human efforts of this 
kind to portray, and would be about as intelligible as Mrs. Rad- 
drffe’s delineations of nature. Though we shall not therefore 
attempt to paint the character, wc may give some idea of Mr. 
Shee’s style, both in prose and poetry, by way of comparison with 
other writings, with which every English scholar is familiar. 

If Mr. Slice's prose may not boast the strength of Johnson, 
nor the splendor of Burke, it is scarcely deficient in any of the 
force of the one, which the nature of his subject required, nor 
in any of the elegance cf the other, of which it was fairty sus- 
ceptible. A greater exertion of strength in the Work before us, 
would have been an useless, if not awkward display of mental 
power, — a greater exhibition of decoration, an extravagant and 
unbecoming parade of literary opulence. In a Word, it partakes 
in no ordinary degree, of the energy Of Johnson, the illumina- 
tion of Btnlte, and the elegance of Junius, with peihaps as much 
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harmony as the best specimens of either. Indeed, in this last par- 
ticular, we know of no finer examples in our language, than may 
be found in the prose of Mr. Shee. 

His models in poetry seem to have been taken from the chefs 
d’ceuvres of those great masters of heroic verse, Dryden and Pope; 
and his efforts have been crowned with all the success of which 
such endeavours are susceptible. Upon this vigorous stock he 
has however engrafted some of the last shoots of the garden of 
poetry — has superadded some of the last touches of the superior 
polish and refinement of the present school of poetry in England, 
among the most distinguished masters of which, we rank Camp- 
bell and Rogers. 

We have been seduced into so much length in our notice of 
this work, as well by the importance of its subject, *6 by the 
charms of its execution, that we will conclude ourremarks, by 
expressing a hope, that its patronage may be such as will do 
equal credit to our national taste, its own intrinsic merit, and the 
judgment of the publisher; and who, we have no doubt would be 
induced by this mark of public approbation, to put to press the 
author’s more important work, “ The Elements of Art,” which is 
still a great desideratum to the interests of the fine arts among us. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

VATE OF LA PKYROUSE, THE FRENCH NAVIGATOR. 

AVb have seen some French papers two or three days later than the last 
Paris accounts received by way of England. The principal article of interest 
is an account of the fate of the unfortunate La Peyrouae, recently obtained from 
Dagelet, the astronomer, who accompanied the expedition, and who was in the 
course of last year taken from a rock at the eastward of the Phttlipine islands. 

La Pey rouse w as born in France in 1741— he distinguished himself by ma- 
ny years services in the Indian sea in the early part of his life. During the 
American war, he served under count d’Estaing, and distinguished himself at 
the taking of Grenada. After the peace of 1783, he was selected by Louis XVI, 
to command the Mtrolabe , and Broustoie od a voyage of discovery. He began 
his voyage by following the track of captain Cook, visited the north-west coast, 
advanced to Bekoing’s atreighu, thence down the eastern coast of Asia, along 
Japan, and in February, 1788, visited Botany bay. A narrative of his voyage 
thus far, has been published. From the time of his leaving Botany bay, nothing 
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has been heard of him till the present discovery. In the year 1791, the French 
national assembly sent two ships in search of him, but after exploring the seas 
which be was supposed to have visited, they returned without the least intelli- 
gence of* his fate. 

It appears that one of Peyrouse's two vessels after leaving Botany bay m 
1788, struck upon a chain of rocks and was lost, erew saved by Peyronie's 
vessel; they afterwards discovered an island in the S. S. E. of New Zealand, 
and anchored in the bay — when the vessel accidentally caught fire and was con- 
sumed; that the natives during the first twenty-one years were amicably dispos- 
ed — but Peyrouse, tired of waiting for relief, and anxious to return home, order- 
ed trees to be felled for timber to build a vessel — the natives considered this am 
act of hostility — war commenced, and finally Peyrouse and all who were with 
him were massacred, except Dagelet and seventeen others, who escaped after 
great perils in birch canoes to the place were he was found, and where he bad 
resided two years — those who escaped with him had all died-— and Dagelet him- 
self died a few days after he was taken from off* the rock. Hit journal of events 
was preserved and deposited at Macao— whence the account is received. — Bos- 
ton D. Jlthi. 

Translated from the Journal des Debats , for the Boston Daily Advertiser. 

TO THB EDITOR. 

Sir — I hasten to communicate to you the particulars which l have receiv- 
ed from the isle of France, upon the expedition of the brave and unfortunate 
La Peyrouse. The uncertainty respecting his melancholy fate, which existed, 
to this moment, makes this a duty. As 1 doubt not this news will interest all 
your readers, 1 beg you to insert it io your next number. 

Yours, ko. J. F. De Fiobiituu. 

Lieutenant in the navy. 

A Portuguese captain, who arrived at Maoao, on the 3d of February, 1815, 
relates that on passing at the eastward of the Philippines, near a dry rock south- 
eastwardly of the island of Timor, he perceived on the shore, a man who by 
signs was imploring assistance. He immediately despatched a boat to land and 
brought off a Frenchman named Dagelet, the astronomer of the expedition of 
M. La Peyrouse, who gave the following particulars: 

M. La Peyrouse departing from Botany bay on the — 1788, with the 

two ships under his command, proceeded, to the south-west of New Holland, 
running along a chain of rocks whose bearing and situation were not designat- 
ed by Mr. Dagelet. The Astrolabe ran upon the breakers in the night and 
was lost; part of the crew were saved; but in a short time after, being very 
much in want of water and provisions, and continuing to run down the chain of 
rocks, La Peyrouse discovered an island situated S. S. E. from the island of New 
Zealand, which may be about twelve or fifteen leagues in circumference. After 
having gone round this island, he entered with his only remainipg vessel, lato 
a deep and sale hay, where be caiy to anchor. He was there well received 
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and found a hospitable people, assistance and provisions of every kind, and ob- 
tained permission to erect his tents on shore for the accommodation of his sick. 
Nothing hitherto had disturbed the harmony which subsisted between his people 
and the natives of the country. But by the carelessness of the cook, a fire broke 
out on board his ship, and it was entirely consumed. By the greatest exertions 
L*a Peyrouse saved every thing possible, of the sails, cordage, utensils, arms and 
ammunition. His design was to build a vessel which should carry the news of 
his misfortune to some European colony. But the natives of the country, who 
permitted him to establish his camp, and to take all measures for his safety, 
constantly opposed this design. 

He then bad no other hope than that the uncertainty respecting his fate 
might induce the French government to send in search ot him. In the mean 
time years passed away, and not a vessel was seen. After having passed twen- 
ty-one years in fruitless expectation he at last resolved on making preparations 
to embark. Having given orders for cutting in the wood the necessary pieces 
•f timber, the natives regarded the order as an act of hostility, and soon began 
war upon him. The French being obliged to act always on the defensive, could 
not can7 their project into execution. M. La Peyrouse repeatedly endeavour- 
ed to raise their spirits, but always without success. At last, after a war in 
which the little ammunition which had been saved, was exhausted, the French 
overcome by numbers, yielded, and were all massacred. The Indians burnt the 
camp. M. Dagelet commanded a small post of seventeen men. On being in- 
formed of the fate of M. La Peyrouse, and having no doubt of the fate which 
awaited him, with his companions abandoned his little battery, and was so for- 
tunate as to reach a bay, where they found some Indian boats of which they took 
possession. With the aid of these frail vessels, they gained the ocean, without 
oars, without instruments, and without provisions, where they had to struggle 
with the horrors which threatened inevitable death. In the mean time the 
•wind and currents drove them, after several days, upon the dry rock whence 
the Portuguese vessel took M. Dagelet, after having subsisted there two years, 
during which time, he saw the sad companions of his misfortunes, one after 
another perish. 

M. Dagelet was the sole survivor, and he died on the ninth day after being 
taken on board the Portuguese vessel. His declaration has been delivered, and 
his journals deposited at Macao by the Portuguese captain.— In them the lati- 
tude and longitude of the island where La Peyrouse remained so long a time 
was determined. The governor of this place, has sent them both to Batavia, 
whence they will be forwarded to France. They have been compared with 
d’Eqtrecasteaux’s journal, and it appears that the latter passed within eight or 
ten leagues only of the island where M. La Peyrouse was detained. But the 
narrative of M. d'Entrecasteaux makes no mention of any land discovered in 
those parts. 

I will indulge io no reflections on this narrative, whieh to this moment no 
authentic declaration coofimM. It is to be hoped that the part of the narrative 
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which relates to the sending to Batavia, and the forwarding to France of the 
journals of M. Dagelet, may prove true. These important documents win he a 
durable monument to the French nation of their zeal for the progress of the 
sciences, and their title to a species of glory which seems to hare been eids* 
sively claimed by our rivals. 

J. F. De Fbobemtiuz. 

Lieutenant in the ftfty. 

N. B. It will be recollected, that Louis XVI himself drew up the plan <£ 
the voyage of La Pey rouse. 

Congo steam vessel* There has been lately equipped a steam weasel, 
to be ealled the Congo, designed for the invcstigsUon of the course of the great 
African river of that name, by the expedition preparing under the command 
and direction of captain Tuckey, one of the most scientific and beat informed 
officers of the navy, in geography, hydrography, and all the branches of ge- 
neral and practical knowledge connected with these studies. The immediate 
object assigned for this expedition, it will he recollected, is to ascend the great 
river Congo, to examine all its creeks and bays, to trace its principal tributary 
streams, but principally to follow up the main channel, while the overboil 
expedition, fitted out under the direction of major general sir J. W. Gordon, 
and conducted by major Peddie, of the royal African corps, making for the 
great river Niger in the interior of Africa, by following the tract of Park, will 
pursue the course of that vast volume of water to Ks discharge. 

It it'supposed that both these expeditions cooperating may, and will, ascer- 
tain the Niger and the Congo to be the same river, and thus establish a naviga- 
ble channel of communication with almost all the tribes of the immense country 
on the bsnks. With a view to the objects of captain Tucker’s particular branch 
of this combined plan of discovery, an experiment has been made to ascertain 
several points important to the particular kind of navigation to whieh the steam 
vessel is to be adapted. The result of that experiment, showed the n cccsoty 
of some alterations to lessen the draught of water, and to give other facilities, 
which captain Tuckey is confident of Accomplishing in a aatisfatory way, an as 
to be enabled to pursue his enterprise in this vessel. London Pilot. 

The Potatoe, (Batatas, or the root of the the Solatium Tuberosum ) bad 
long been thought to have been taken from North America to England by the 
famous but unfortunate sir Walter Raleigh; latterly the opinion seems to be, 
that it is a native of South America. Whatever country may hare been the 
origin of this truly valuable root, it has become one of the most essential arti- 
cles of food in the whole catalogue of eatables— it is not only one of the roost 
nutricious of sll that contribute to the sustenance of man, but it is also the most 
productive, as it is ascertained, that one sere of potatoes is equal to four acres 
of wheat. 
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It is wed known, that the potatoe is not a native of Ireland, jet it is a cu- 
rious fact, that, whether it be owing to the climate, or superior cultivation, it is 
much drier and has a finer flavour in that country than any other; accordingly 
Ireland has given its name to this precious root, and “ the Irish potatoe** is dis- 
tinguished and preferred to all others. 

Without dwelling on the nutricious and productive nature of the potatoe, 
we proceed to show, by the following article, its usefulness in the cleaning of 
linens, cottons. See. 

Take as many potatoes as may be necessary at one time, wash them dean 
and boil them, drain the water from them and mash them, after which mix 
them with fresh boiling water, to the consistence of gruel, in which immerse 
the dirty clothes, and let them remain covered with the mixture for twenty-four 
hours, then rub the clothes out of it, and rinse them thoroughly in cold water, 
aod dry them, when they will be completely cleansed. 

Potatoes, used as above directed, entirely remove grease and every kind of 
dirt from white or coloured linen or cotton clothes: and in preparing thread, 
linen or yarn, for the weaver, they supersede the necessity of using soap, or 
pot ashes, or of boiling the yarn, of which every person may be satisfied who^ 
will take the trouble of trying the experiment. The gruel can be given to hogs 
after being used. 

The vrirc bridge near Philadelphia. As the wire bridge seems to havo 
excited considerable curiosity, a description of it may not be unacceptable to our 
readers. 

It is supported by six wires each 3-8ths of an inch in diameter — three one 
each side of the bridge — These wires extend, forming a curve, from the garret 
windows of the wire factory to a tree on the opposite shore, which is braced 
by wires in three directions. The floor timbers are two feet long, one 
Inch by three, suspended in a horizontal line by stirrups, of No. 6, wire, at the 
ends of the bridge, and No. 9, in the centre, from the curved wires. The floor 
is eighteen inches wide of inch board, secured to the floor timbers by nails, ex- 
cept where the ends of two boards meet; here, in addition to the nails, the 
boards are kept from separating by wire ties. There is a board, six inehes wide, 
on its edge, on eaeb side of the bridge to which the floor timbers are likewise 
secured by wires. Three wires stretched on each side of the bridge along the 
stirrups form a barrier to prevent persons from falling off. The floor it sixteen 
feet from the water, and four hundred feet in length — The distance between 
the two points of suspension of the bridge is four hundred and eight feet 

The whole weight of the wires is - - • 1314 lbs. 

do do Wood work ... 3580 

do do Wrought nails - 8 

Total weight of bridge - . 4702 lbs. 

Four men would do the work of a similar bridge in two weeks of good 
weather, and the whole expense would be about three hundred dollars. 

VOL. i. 3 U 
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The Venus de Medicis has made its solemn entry into Florence: it arrived 
on the 3d, preceded by a brilliant suite, the principal pictures of the Italian 
school, the chefs d’amvre of Raphael, Michael Angelo, Guido, Salvator Rosa, 
.Andre del Sorto, and Julio Romano, served for the escort The whole popula- 
tion went out to meet them. If any thing can console us for our lenses in the 
arts, it would be to see these monuments pass into the hands of an idolatrous 
people, whose enlightened enthusiasm promises a religious care for their pre- 
servation. 


Pay of congrctt. On the subject of the late change in the mode and 
amount of compensation to the members of congress, the editor of the “ National 
Intelligencer” has given the following statement, the accuracy of which he says 
“ will not, because it cannot be questioned.” 

“ Average annual amount of allowances for travelling expenses of each 
member of congress (under the present census) for eight years, viz. 10th, l lth, 
12th, and 13th, congress has been g 318 15 

During these eight years congress was in session thirteen hundred and 

twenty-t wo days, averaging number of days per year 1 65 1 -4 at $ 6 291 50 

^Average annual amount of pay to the members of the 10th, 11th, 12th, 

and 13th congress, including a terra of eight years 1303 §5 

Pay established by the law of March 20th, 1819; which commenced 
with the 14th congress. 

Annual salary 1500 

Annual travelling as above 318 15 


1818 15 

Which is an increase of the whole pay of all the members of congress of 
fifty-eight per cent, upon the pay as established in 1789.”— AT. Y \ Spec . 

A meeting of the society for the promotion of agriculture in the state of 
Connecticut was holden in New-Haven on the 5th of March, and the president, 
general Humphreys, at the request of the society, addressed his fellow citizens, 
soliciting " every farmer, of every condition, and every well-wisher to our snk- 
stantial interests and prosperity, to note down in writing, and communicate to 
the public such occurrences and remarks as shall fall within his sphere of action* 
and may serve to promote the interests of the institution. These it i» proposed 
to publish in an Agricultual Almanac for 1817. 

From the extraordinary suocess which has attended the cultivation of sugar 
in Georgia, attempts are making to introduce the cane into South Carolina. 


A knife has been made at Messrs. Travis Senior nod Co*s sho£% at Man- 
chester, in England, containining seventeen articles, viz. three blades, button- 
hook and saw, punch and screw-driver, box cork-screw, hook and gimblet, two 
phlemes, picker and tweezers, two lancets, with a ring at the head; the knife 
is only 11-lCths of and inch long, and weighs one penny-weight, fourteen grain*. 
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Burns, The Scot* poet’* favourite Marble Punch Bowl, was recently *old 
at Edinburgh for 84 1. sterling*-* handsome compliment to the memory of its 
late owner. 

The following projet has been adopted in the French chamber of deputies. 

1st. The 21st of January [the day on which Louis the 16th was beheaded] 
shall every year be set apart as a day of fasting and prayer. 

2d. A monument shall be erected as an expiation of the crime committed 
that day. 

3d. A monument shall be also erected at the expense of the nation, to the 
memory of Louis the XVI!, the queen Maria Antoinette, and madaroe Eli* 
zabeth. 

4th. A monument shall also be erected to the memory of the duke d*En- 
gbien. 

The editors of the Kentucky Advertiser, Winchester Kentucky, being de- 
sirous of ascertaining the number and names of all the newspapers and periodical 
vrorks now published in the United States, request all printers of the same to 
transmit by mail to the above mentioned place, one or more of their respective 
publications— and when the above list shall be completed, a copy shall be for- 
warded to each of the said printers. 

Editors of newspapers, Sic. throughout the union, are requested to give the 
above an insertion. 

Important to Bote companiet. The pipes of the engines used in France for 
extinguishing fire are made of flax, and are found to answer the purpose much 
better than those made of leather. They are woven in the same manner as the 
wicks of patent lamps, and can be made of any length without a seam or join- 
ing. When the water runs a short time through the pipes, the flax swells and 
no water escapes, though the pressure be very great They are more portable, 
not so liable to be out of repair, and do not cost by one-half so much a* the 
leather ones used in this country. 

Officers of the American Philosophical Society, 1810: 

Preeidcnt — Casper Wistar. 

Vice-presidents Robert Patterson, William Tilghman, Peter S. Du Ponceau. 

Secretaries — Thomas C. James, Nathaniel Chapman, Thomas T. Hewson, 
Robert M. Patterson. 

Counsellors for thee years— -William White, William'Rawle, Horace Bin- 
ftey, John Sergeant, 

Curators— Zaeeheus Collins, Joseph Cloud, Samuel Colhoun. 

Treasurer — John Vaughan. 

Tales of Fancy, The first of these long expected tales, from the pen of 
Miss Burney, entitled the Shipwreck, b at length published, and a more ex- 
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qniti tody beautiful fiction has perhaps not appeared since the publication of mad. 
Cotton’s Elizabeth. Another literary effort also deserving the highest commen- 
dation is, a novel, entitled Rhoda, the production of the author of Plain Sense, 
and Things by their Right Names. 

London, December 37. 

A new village to be called JFaterloe, enclosing and surrounding a new place 
of public amusement, somewhat on the plan of Renelagh, but as superior to 
that as the Italian Opera is to the Royal Circus, beautifully diversified by walks, 
plantations, and canals, is just announced, by inscriptive boards on the grounds, 
as to be built, commemorative of that glorious day, on a most charming spot of 
ground, nearly adjoining Primrose Ilill, northward, anuting on the.hlgh road to 
Hampstead, but above Chalk Farm, and extending westward nearly to the above 
mentioned hill. 

The first volume of Nichlin’s edition of the Institutes of Calvin, will be pub- 
lished in about a month. 

J. E- Hall, esq. editor of the Law Journal, has prepared for the press a new 
“ Treatise on the Law of Evidence. By S. Phillips, esq. of the Middle Temple. 
The first American, from the second London edition.” With copious references 
to American cases. To which will be added an appendix, containing an essay 
on the theory of presumptive proof. This work is expected to appear in the 
course of a few weeks. 

Judge Cooper, we understand, means to give a course of chymical lectures 
in Carlisle doriog the summer, and a course of chymistry and mineralogy in 
Philadelphia, from October to April next. 

EPIGRAM. 

The following was written in the first leaf of Walter Scott’s poem of 
"Waterloo.” 

Nap and myself one common fate may rue; 

We both have lost a crown by Waterloo. 

INSCRIPTION. 

Over the door of Mr. R. Walker apothecary in Higb-strcel Oxford a wag wrote 

Venditur hie 

Catharticum Emeticum Narco ticum 
et omne quod exit in am 
prseter 
Remedium. 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.— FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 

Dr. Calhoun, of this city, has favoured us with the perusal 
of a part of an essay, which he will shortly publish, on the Influ- 
ence of Science upon the rise and downfall of empires. His ob- 
ject is to inculcate the advantages of a system of national instruc- 
tion. 


Major Latour has published his Memoir of the War in West 
Florida and Louisiana, in 1 814 — 18 15. Our last volume contains 
some copious extracts from this work, from which an opinion may 
be formed of the style in which it is composed. The major writes 
with zeal: he is a fervent admirer of Gen. Jackson, to whom he 
has offered his book in a neat dedication: he appears to dislike the 
British very cordially, and he has been pretty successful in expo- 
sing some of the misrepresentations of the enemy: he thinks the 
embargo would have been preferable to war; and he censures the 
agents of the government for not having put New Orleans in a 
proper state of defence. In this last particular, we should be glad 
to know what the government did and what the agents did not , as 
we have always ascribed the safety of that part of the country, ex- 
clusively , to the courage and skill of the latter. 

We have lately received from Pekin, a variety of translations 
of Chinese tales, public documents, Sec. from which we shall 
make some selections for the Port Folio. Among these is a spe- 
cimen of a dictionary of the Chinese language, by the Rev. R. 
Morrison. It is founded on the Imperial Dictionary, compiled by 
order of Kang-he, late emperor of China, and will be comprised 
in three or four volumes, quarto. Some of the explanations arc 
very characteristic; e. g. u San sze urh how hing.” (We cannot 
give the original characters.) “ Think thrice and then act.”— 
Sze w&w, &c. Sze said, “ Government requires the utmost atten- 
tion and care; the whole mind should be directed to three points, 
and then it will be well. First, to choose men, (proper to hold 
public offices). Second, to accord with the wishes of the people. 
And third, to act according to the times.” — Saw sing. “ Three 
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stars;” whose lucky influence are much desired; viz. Ftih, Ktb, 
show. “ Happiness, the emoluments of office, and long life!” 

The Chinese are great office seekers, as all travellers report 

Mr. Riley, of New York, has published the 16th vol. of East’s 
Reports, 8 4. 

Neal, Wells & Cole, Baltimore, have published “ A selection 
of the Laws of the United States now in force relative to commer- 
cial subjects, with marginal notes and references, by John Brice, 
Dep. Col. port of Baltimore;” to which a supplement will shortly 
be added, including those of the laws of the present session, as 
belong to this subject. 

Mr. Brice is a gentleman of great industry and accuracy, 
and having been intimately versed in all the business of the custom- 
house, his book may be relied upon. We have frequently heard 
it commended by those whose avocations lead them to use it; and 
we are very certain that their judgment is just. 

Mathew Carey is about to publish a new edition of Gold- 
smith’s Animated Nature. 

An American edition of Jeremy Taylor’s Sermons, is announ- 
ced by some of the booksellers. 


ORIGINAL POETRY.— FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 
TO JULIA. 

Forget thee , Julia ! No— while Time, 

Shall bid me Hope’s gay heights to climb, 
The maid I love, in me shall see, 

An emblem fair of constancy, 

For she who wins by charms unseen, 

For aye shall be my heart’s best queen. 
Though steel’d thy breast, and cold thine eye, 
Unheeding though thou pass me by: — 
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Thou still shalt be my dearest theme, 

My thoughts by day— my nightly dream. 

Though sad and dreary life remain, 

Though hopeless be my constant flame, 

Though no bright views my heart elate, 

My pray*rs on thee shall ever wait, 

That calm content shall bless thy bowers, 

And pleasures chase thy rosy hours. 

|C7* Sedley. 


STANZAS WRITTEN AT PORT ERIE. 

The following lines are from the pen of one of the defenders 
of fort Erie. He is a young soldier, who listens with equal en- 
thusiasm to the call of Bellona or the whispers of the Muse. — 
Were we to write his biography according to the present fashion, 
We could introduce the most hard-fought battles that took place on 
our frontiers during the recent war. On all occasions , we should find 
him doing his duty like a soldiery to use the language of one of his 
general officers, who was an eye-witness of his gallant deport- 
ment. At an eventful crisis, we might follow his dangerous and 
devious path through the wilderness, the confidential channel of 
important communication between two divisions of our army: but 
at the end of an eventful story of strange adventures and daring 
achievements, the reader would only exclaim cut bono? The hero 
of the tale would be found precisely where he commenced his 
career. His merits have been great, but he has neither been 
feasted nor flattered; his shoulders are racked by rheumatism, 
contracted when his u lodging was on the cold ground,* 9 instead of 
being graced by the badge of promotion. 

On Erie*s dark bosom the sun 
Serenely was sinking to rest; 

I thought not of fields to be won, 

For peaceful and still was my breast. 

I thought of the friends of my youth, 

And the days of my early delight; 

Sweet hours of friendship and truth, 

How soon were ye buried in night! 
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Ah blest, I exclaim’d, be this hour, 

To soft contemplation so dear; 

When Fancy, exerting her pow’r, 

Can call, or can banish a tear! — 

But short was the dream of my bibs, 

The alarm-drum invades the still night, 

And the tender emotions of peace 
Are drown’d in the uproar of fight! 

Sc/it. 1814 . J. H. 


To a young lady who mended the author ’* stockings. 

Fair lady you’ve labour’d so hard, 

A respectable footing to give me, 

I shall wear in my soul a regard 
For your pretty fingers, believe me. 

J.H. 


TO MISS ■ ■ 

Forget me not, when Pleasure opes her hoard, 
And calls thee smiling to forget thy care; 

Oh! lady, think, how at thy festive board, 

I’d drink sweet poison could I revel there! 

Forget me not, if pestilential Wo, 

Her baleful mantle o’er thy bosom fling; 

Think, lady, think, what burning tears would flow, 
If I could know thou felt Misfortune’s sting! 

Forget me not, when at the midnight hour, 

Thy soul to heaven in silent prayer ascends; 

Commend me, lady, to Almighty power, 

Who gave the e beauty, and who gave me friends! 

Forget me not, when at thy social home, 

Thy gentle heart on humbler cares is plac’d; 

Think, lady, then, before I leara’d to roam, 

How much I lov’d the spot thy virtue grac’d! 
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And oh! forget me not, if ruthless Fate 
Far hence by stranger hands should ring my knell; 
Think, if I died victorious, that I died elate, 

I liv’d for Glory— for my country fell! 

July 1815. J.H. 

From the Gleaner, 

THE CONSTITUTION AND GUEHEIEHE. 

A sail! all hands! the boatswain pipes! 

And instant at the signal sound, 

Beneath the waving stars and stripes 
Each sailor at his post is found. 

Due south, close haul’d, in trim array, 

A gallant frigate ’s on our lee — 

She hoists her flsig — my hearts, huzza! 

Huzza! jthe English ensign see. 

O’er all the crew, with heart elate, 

Our captain glanc’d his eagle eye, 

And saw each tar impatient wait, 

To meet the veteran enemy. 

And see, with topsail to the mast, 

The foe destructive fires prepare^ 

As ship to ship approaching fast, 

All calm and silent down we bear. 

But when yard arm and yard arm met. 

Our cannon swept his decks amain, 

In vain that boasted flag he set, 

Which long had awed the subject main. 

In vain to every mast he nails 

That flag; for, carried by the deck, 

Like shattered oaks in wint’ry gales, 

Each crashing falls, a lumbering wreck. 

No Frenchmen now the conflict wage, 

The Briton finds another foe; 

And learns amidst the battle’s rage, 

Columbia’s hearts and hands to know. 
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What shall the desperate chieftain do? 

Around his bravest men expire; 

No hope is left — he speaks, his crew 
A leeward gun, reluctant fire. 

Columbia! from your fatal sleep 
Arise, your tars, your rights to saveJ 
Tims guard their freedom on the deep! 

Thus claim your empire on the wave! 

▲ FAMILIAR EPISTLE, FROM PAUL TO ONE OF HIS KINSFOLK. 

Dear Oliver Old . — 

I know not why 

You keep / ierdu * my poetry. 

Is it because you scorn my lays? 

Or hope, in time,f their worth will raise? 

Or do you keep an iron chest, 

In which you lock what you like best? 

Or do you, like the banks{ you mention, 

Keep specie under close detention, 

And issue, in its stead, each day, 

“ Notes” promising that you will pay? 

Come, come, be generous and just, 

And, Oliver, “ pay what thou ow’st.” 

You know that I have still been wistful 
Of rhyming friends to see your list full;§ 

And often have my pen exerted, 

Because I thought thee quite deserted 
By those who whilom grac’d thy page 
With inspirations, quaint or sage. 

But ’stead of verse, I grieve to see, 

Dull prose has kick’d out poesy. 

* C’est da bleu perdu — he does not know how to avail himself of this ad* 
vantage. 

f Horace thought that poetry ought to be kept, as mother Glasce would say, 
for the space of nine years: but we poett , of the present day, are out of humour 
at a delay of nine days. I shrewdly suspect that our editor dabbles a little m 
this way himself* 

♦ Yid. p. 334. 

§ The list is full enough of this sort of gentry, if those who never pay are to 
be tanked in the class of poets .— Note by a printer ** devil 
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Hear it ye Muses, and Apollo! 

And vengeance take on this sad Noll-o! 

Grave Martha who, in younger days, 

No doubt could weave poetic lays; 

Comes down upon us with St* Mark>* 

And re-marks on a subject dark: 

In her own phrase, I’ll tell thee friend, 

' Look closely to thy latter end y 

Where fairest flow’rs were wont to shoot 
In luscious, not forbidden , fruit. 

And then you treat of History's lies, \ 

Right skeptical, and, no doubt, wise: 

Next Parliament and E ton college ,§ 

Both fond alike of wine and knowledge; 

, And M Discipline” to tell againJI 
What Solomon had told in vain; 

Th^ Ranz des Vaches% and Ali Bey; 

Mawe's Travels , and the First of May;** 

St. Michael's Cave — Gibraltar's Rock ; ft 
Our disappointed senses shock. 

Lay Preachers , too, your readers bore, 

While our u effusions” soundly snore: 

Poor Dennie's ghost walks unaneled, 

Without a Life to grace the field; 

And Allston's viewf $ of dead men rais'd , 

At our expense, is highly praised. 

By mad-dog bites, §§ and Tricks of $cAoAir*,|||| 

You hope to gain some paper dollars: 

And even book -intelligence, 

Of us, alas! takes precedence! / 

I tell you, Noll, if you do so, 

Not only “ paler,” H but you’ll poorer grow: 

• P. 365. $ P. 397. •• P. 392. $$ P. U9- 

f P. 369. 0 P-411. ft P-298. |j P. 153. 

* P. 375, U P. <420. n P. <437. 

f if And grow still ptler by the midnight lamp. This is the ecce lignum, 
which the “ Author” holds np in order to attract attention to his “ Evenings.” 
Vid. p, 125. 
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And vainly yon, our cash to fob, 

May swear that yon are poor as Job.* 

'Tis “ nominated in the bond,"t 
That you, of wits and poets fond, * 

Would make, to set our ears a ringing, 

Your people il break forth into singing, 1 
That some would stray the groves among 
And “ charm with no inglorious song."$ 

We hop'd ere this, with pride, to see 
Your quondam friend, the witty D. . 

That you would, once a month or so, - 
In sprightly page, display Ao? 

And Samuel Saunter, prince of rakes, 

Would wake to life the sleeping Jaques. 

Has gay Mercutio's fancy fled? 

Is P. now number'd with the dead? 

Where does the Muse of Imlac wander? 

Shall we ne'er hear, again, Ly sunder? 

Come rouse thee, Noll! or we shall swear, 

Of thy bureau, no hope is there: 

And thou'lt compel thy friends to say, 

FUNGAII INANI MUNEReIU 

Translation of the Physician's advice to his Pupil. 

Port Folio, p. 44a 

When sickness sighs, “ ah me! ah me!” 

Do thou respond, “ a fee! a fee!" 

Another , from a Correspondent . 

When the patient's on his back, 

** Fee me!" u fee me!" cries the quack. F. 

Latin turned into English. 

When Dido's spouse would not to Dido come, 

She wept in silence, and was Dudo dum . 

* Vid. * Tory civil dan, a sort of outside passenger , who went on hit travels 
about the 1st of May. 

t P.171. t lb. § V. 172. (I Rich in empty promise*. — Print. Per 
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We decline the insertion of O. in reply to C. and shall give 
our reasons at some length. 

The strictures on the Westminster Epilogue , which we pub- 
lished in our May number, were very far from being written con 
amove. They were given with great pain and no slight degree 
of reluctance. After a deliberate survey of that article, we sec 
nothing to retract or to palliate. We did not employ half the 
weapons which the usages of legitimate warfare, on such a sub- 
ject, would have authorized. But we shall use them, if further 
provocation should require us to vindicate the reputation of our 
country. We love England, but we love America more. If our 
correspondent can adduce the slightest evidence in support of the 
infamous scurrility of which we complained, he shall have a fair 
hearing. Any editor of an American journal would be glad to 
meet one of these vicious slanderers on fair ground. But our 
Correspondent does not pretend to support the allegations of the 
author of the Epilogue , which occasioned our strictures. He has 
written, what we are willing to acknowledge is a very eloquent 
exhortation to M cordiality,* * and “ friendly feelings,”— reciproca- 
tion between congenial minds, ** and a great deal of that sort of 
stuff, to persuade us to listen in silence to the most shameless 
misrepresentations that ever degraded the press. All this coaxing 
epistle is attempted to be supported by an extract from the Quar- 
terly Review, a journal from which we have derived much plea- 
sure and instruction. This extract we shall insert, because it con- 
tains the substance of our correspondent’s communication, and is 
entirely in unison with our own feelings; as our readers will find 
in one of our recent numbers, in which we have expressed the 
same ideas, so closely, though inadvertently, as almost to subject 
us to the charge of plagiarism: 

“ Let bat the American government abstain from war, and direct its main 
attention to the education of the people, and the encouragement of arta and 
knowledge; and, in a very few generations, their country may vie with Europe. 
Above all, let not that anti-Anglican spirit be cherished, for which there no 
longer exists a cause. With whatever indignation they may think of the past, 
they ought to remember that it was from England they imbibed those principles 
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(or which they fought, and by which they triumphed. There is a sacred bond 
between us, of blood and of language, which no circumstances can break. Our 
literature must always continue to be theirs; and though their laws are no longer 
the same as ours, we have the same Bible, and we address our common Father 
in the same prayer. Nations are too ready to admit that they have natural ene- 
mies — why should they be less willing to believe that they have natural friends)** 
Quar&rly Review , p. 337. 

If the reviewer of Inchiquin's Letters , and some other arti- 
cles which might be mentioned, had been actuated by the honour- 
able sentiments which dictated this paragraph, it is probable that 
we might have been spared the pain of commenting upon the dis- 
graceful language of the pedagogues of Westminster. Our re- 
gret is greatly enhanced, by the reflection, that the indulgence of 
such a spirit, as is displayed by the critic, will tend to circumscribe 
the influence of this journal. We had hailed its appearance as a 
necessary and a powerful antidote to the pernicious principles of 
a rival review; and there is no doubt that it would have this salu- 
tary influence here, if its editor would reduce to practice the con- 
duct which he recommends. We exhort him not to cherish an 
zxtii-jimei'ican spirit, if he would soften the “ anti- Anglican” ran* 
cour which is so industriously diffused throughout this country. 
We are willing, most cordially, to receive and study their litera- 
ture; but it must not be tarnished with obloquy, and polluted with 
falsehood. Every high-minded gentleman, in this country, reci- 
procates the sentiments of this extract, and the best men in our 
cotnmunity arc those who have not forgotten the land of their an- 
cestors — the source of their principles, their taste, and their 
learning. 

R. H. L. on the characters of Hamilton and Pitt in’our next. 

We have the same promise to make to J. M. S. in relation to 
Ills excellent paper on the character of Socrates in reply to one of 
our best correspondents. 

In the critical department we have prepared a review of the 
New York u Juvenile Spelling-book ” — and a survey of Sismondi’s 
View of the Literature of the South of Europe. 
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The London Monthly Magazine is now regularly republish- 
ed in this country. We believe the editors of this journal are not 
so fond of misrepresenting our national character, as some of 
their neighbours. The popularity of writers, among the very 
people whom they delight in defaming, is a mortifying fact. We 
remarked, some time since, in allusion to these critics, to the 
tourists, and the pattern-card cockneys who swarm in our streets, 
that we paid our slanderers and admired their abuse, while they 
battened on our humility. Shall we never learn to think for our- 
selves? Patriotism must be a hardy plant, indeed, if it thrive under 
the influence of a power more potent than the shade of the Upas: 


Our kinsman, Pauly is very cordially greeted; and we prompt- 
ly exhibit his accusation, with a plea of not guilty. Our table 
groans with the tales of Phillis and Hyjisijiile> and all the trash of 
sing-song poetasters , 

Philltdas, Hypsipilas, vatum et plorabile si quid. — Persius. 

of which we might safely affirm, that it is easier to comprehend 
the doctrine of the rising and setting of the stars than to abstract 
common sense from such strange contortions and eccentricities. 
(Cic. de Fato, sect. 8.) 

Verse, the child of Genius and the parent of Song, will 
never become the oracle of Poetry in the hands of such rude ar- 
tificers. They possess none of that divine enthusiasm which is so 
essential — their monotonous lines are worked on a rough anvil by 
the mere mechanism of rhyme, instead of flashing with those ethe- 
real sparks which fire the fancy of the votary, bear him to the ex- 
tremest limits of the regions of probability, enable him to seize 
the fleeting visions of invention, and pour the unpremeditated lay. 

These unlucky wights are sure to find some foolish friends, 
who, not having the fear of Satire before their eyes, obtain a copy 
for publication. It would be well if such persons would bear in 
mind the advice of the French poet; that a good artist is better 
than an indifferent writer: 

Soyez plutot mason, 11 e’est rotre talent; 

Ouvrier estimd dans une art necessaire; 

Qu* ecrirain do commuo et po£te rulgaire. 
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Many may think these remarks are couched in a tone of unne- 
cessary severity; but if, as the great poet avers, 44 a rat may be 
rhymed to death,” what may not be dreaded by the editor of a repo- 
sitory of polite literature? The same writer, varying his character, 
as he does, at will, from the naturalist to the historian, says, 

" —■ the times have been. 

That, when the brains were out, the man would die. 

And there an end. — — ■ ■ ■ ■ 

When these times were, whether in the days of the mad Ma- 
cedonian or the frantic Swede, we do not know. That we have 
not fallen upon them, is abundantly manifest from the multitude of 
these effusions. In taking our lonely rounds, through the environs 
of the city, we sometimes meet one of these witless wits, and though 
we have in our possession, sufficient testimony of his demise, if 
Shakspeare were the assessor, we are compelled to yield to the 
superior evidence of locomotion, and admit that the 44 fell serjeant, 
Death,” has not 44 been strict in his arrest,” in this instance. 

If 44 Damon” use his tongue no better than his pen, he must 
be but a sheepish lover. The times are prodigiously altered since 
the days of Shenstone, when maids were invited to stray through 
velvet lawns and loll on the margins of lingering streams. If we 
were to exhibit the praises of this 44 lamb,” as she is styled by our 
simple swain, we fear she would be hailed as 

The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-day. 


By a strange coincidence, two of our correspondents have 
transmitted to us their verses in praise of the musical accomplish- 
ments of the same lady. We do not wish to detract from the 
merits of this fair performer; but in relation to our poets, we dare 
affirm, 

She cannot sing so well, as they can bray. 
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Died, on Sunday the 27th of April, in the fortieth year of his 
age, John Ewing, esq. counsellor at law at the bar of Philadelphia. 

On the 19 th of that month he was suddenly afflicted with a 
paralytic stroke, and was carried home speechless, from a meet- 
ing on professional business, which he was actually attending, when 
his career was thus suddenly arrested. Not an hour before the 
overwhelming blow, he conversed with the friend who inscribes 
this frail memorial, on the legal questions which were about to be 
discussed. During the space of nine days he languished in great 
suffering; but he did not murmur at one of those dispensations to 
which he had been taught to bow from his earliest years. He bore 
his trial with patient resignation, and his soul was disentangled 
from the body without a struggle. 

Death is at all times a subject which excites emotions of ter- 
ror and regret. Though disease have enfeebled the frame, or age 
have almost frozen the current of life, we are still unprepared. 
We are unwilling to contemplate what we dare not approach, and 
we resign ourselves to the delusive phantoms of hope, when we 
should ponder upon the momentous truths of reality. 

In the sudden demise of Mr. Ewing, in the midst of health 
and in communion with the church, the gay and the giddy may 
receive an awful warning to prepare for their inevitable hour. 
They are all embarked on a troubled ocean, and no man can tell 
the instant when his vessel may sink. 

Of the deceased— [our first firofesaional fireccfitor ] — whether 
we remember him in the hours of business, or the moments of re- 
laxation, as the barrister or the c om panion— the parent, the hus- 
band, or the friend — it may be affirmed that he made no honest 
man his enemy, and that every good man was his friend. His 
principles were so pure, his affections so warm, his temper so 
even, his whole life so blameless, that this encomium will not be 
imputed, by those who knew him, to the enthusiasm of praise or 
the fondness of friendship. Sit mea anima cum Langtoni! But 
while these considerations aggravate our regret for what cannot 
be recalled, let us learn submission from the consolations of reli- 
gion-let us indulge the sure and certain hope, that he whom we 
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mourn is removed from a place of temptation and sin, and infir- 
mity, to the regions of rest and the mansions of joy. Such were 
the reflections which soothed his latter moments, and enabled him 
to meet his fate with the composure and the confidence of a 
Christian. 

Scarcely had we performed the above melancholy duty to the 
memory of a deceased kinsman, when we were summoned to the 
grave of another invaluable friend, to witness the repose of beauty 
in the silence of the tomb: so true it is that in the midst of life 
we are in death. 

The southern papers inform us of the death of Mrs. Eliza 
Burnt, late the wife of Daniel Brent, esq. of Washington, and 
daughter of Robert Walsh, esq. of Baltimore. 

With great truth it is remarked, in announcing these melan- 
choly tidings, that Death has “ suddenly cut off, in the prime of 
life, one of the brightest ornaments of her sex; a model in its pe- 
culiar virtues, charities, and accomplishments.” This is lofty 
panegyric, but the rigid scrutiny of an Egyptian inquest would 
attest its truth. 

In the idioms of Italy and France, this inestimable woman 
was familiarly versed; and in the liberal circle of our own litera- 
ture, she had collected all that is calculated to enlarge and adorn 
the female mind. Her judgment of life and manners was well 
matured, and in music and poetry her taste was formed from the 
most exquisite models. In her conversation, she discussed with 
fluency the merits of popular works, in various languages, and 
her opinions sparkled with easy gayety and good-humoured wit, 
supported by the suggestions of solid sense. Her manners were 
so affable as to invite cordiality, and so correct as to repress levity. 
Of the qualities of her heart, it may emphatically be said, her’s 
were the charms that win unseen. 

The cheek is now cold on which the softest affections so late- 
ly played; those eyes are dark that once beamed with inexpressi- 
ble sweetness; and that tongue is silent, in which all the powers 
of melody combined to warble their mildest strains. Long, indeed, 
shall we deplore the loss of one, who, in elegance, in wit, in sym- 
pathy with weal or wo, in every loveliness, that belongs to the sex, 
was so highly distinguished! 
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Died, at his residence near Baltimore, on the 3d inst; in the 
sixty-third year of his age, James M‘Henry, $sq. — a man loved, 
respected, and esteemed by all good men. During the revolu- 
tionary war, the great Washington, perceiving his talents, select- 
ed him as his companion and friend— -he found him virtuous, wise, 
and capable— -he had the greatest confidence in his integrity and 
advice. In all his transactions just; in his friendship sincere; in 
his walks through life mild, amiable, and inoffensive; a good hus- 
band, father, master and neighbour; those who knew him loved 
and respected him most — he was a moral and religious man — in 
short, as a useful citizen, a statesman, and a Christian, he had no 
superiors, and few equals. 

DEATH AND FUNERAL OF THE HON. SAMUEL DEXTER. 

Hudton , (New York) May 7. 

Died, at Athens, opposite this place, on the 4th inst. the Hem. 
Samuel Dexter, esq. of Boston, (Mass.) aged fifty-five. I am 
informed by the physicians who attended him from this city, that 
his complaint was a scarlet eruptive fever, supposed to be similar 
to an epidemic prevailing in and about the city of Washington. 
It may be proper to state, that Mr. Dexter arrived here from 
Washington, accompanied by his family, in the steam-boat, on 
Sunday the 28th ultimo— crossed directly to Athens, to visit his 
friends, and felt some indisposition that evening; but did not think 
it necessary to call medical aid until Tuesday— was able to walk 
his room till Friday afternoon, and closed his earthly existence at 
seven o’clock on Saturday morning. 

He was buried at Athens on Sunday afternoon. The common 
council of this city, had previously made arrangements for attend- 
ing the funeral. At four o’clock, the corpse, preceded by the 
clergy and attending physicians, and followed by the mourners, 
the common council of this city, the trustees of the village of 
Athens, and citizens, moved from the house of Andrew Dexter, 
jun. esq. to the church, where Divine service was performed by 
the Rev. Mr. Prentice. The funeral was attended by a numerous 
concourse of people, whose mournful silence evinced the solem- 
nity of the occasion. 
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The political life of Mr. Dexter has been somewhat myste- 
rious and remarkable. Lips, that once cursed him in the bitter- 
ness of malice, were recently employed in extolling his talents, 
and his virtues-— Hands, that once poured the vials of political 
wrath upon his character and person, were now actively engaged 
in placing him in the chair of state. But, notwithstanding the vio- 
lence of party, the changes and virulence of opinions, his princi- 
ples seem to have remained, not only unimpaired, but to have 
taken deeper root. Some of the leaves of the tree, may, indeed, 
have fallen, and the tenderest branches been bent, but the trunk 
has stood firm and erect, amid the fury of the veering tempest — 
Upon the whole, he will be entitled to an honourable place in the 
assembly of statesmen. As a father, friend, advocate, his death 
will be more severely felt, and more deeply lamented. 

Among the distinguished luminaries of the law, he stood con- 
spicuous, and shone with peculiar splendour. Perhaps no one 
has ever excelled him in legal science and forensic eloquence, 
since the days of Hamilton. Northern Whig. 
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